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This book is dedicated
to the youths of this world who know God. To them, God says in His
word:

“Remember also your
Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and
the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in
them…"

Ecclesiastes.
12:1
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INTRODUCTION

 Did you know that every character we see on
the pages of God’s word are real people, who did exist in time and
space, and that God placed them there in order to teach us lessons
through the lives of each one of them. And that includes Timothy,
whom we will be looking at in this book. Let me state one truth at
the outset here. Did you know that Timothy is THE ONLY PERSON IN
EXISTENCE IN ALL OF TIME WHOM GOD SAW FIT TO WRITE, NOT ONE, BUT
TWO LETTERS TO! And with that truth in mind, let us delve into the
life and ministry of this believer, whom the apostle Paul himself
was led of God to take under his wing and mentor!

But before we
do, first a word regarding the title chosen for this book, namely,
“Timothy: The Timid, Often Sick, Shadow Evangelist!” That Timothy
was indeed timid is based on what God says to him through the
apostle Paul at 2 Timothy 1:7, “For God has not given us a spirit
of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.” Then as for
saying that Timothy was often sick, this is based on what God said
to him at 1 Timothy 5:23, “No longer drink water exclusively, but
use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent
ailments.” And then as to Timothy being referred to as a shadow
evangelist, this is based on the fact that he indeed was an
evangelist, as we see at 2 Timothy 4:5, and that the whole of his
ministry was carried out as one in the background to that of the
apostle Paul, who was his mentor in ministry!

Then please
note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has
four sections. In Addendum A, we have the relation of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, and shepherd/teachers to elders in the local
church; and in Addendum B, we have the apostle Paul’s journey from
Jerusalem to Rome, as now a prisoner! In Addendum C, we have a
presentation regarding the four ages of time, for those who might
not be familiar with this information. Then in Addendum D, we have
a presentation of the gospel, which is the good news that God has
given in His word regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any
reader who might not have as yet this vital personal relationship
with God, through faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine. This book, and all the author’s books,
are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all
major book sellers and distribution channels.

And please
keep in mind that ALL the author’s books are BIBLICAL, in the sense
that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and
also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book
may look at a President Trump, or current events, it is never from
a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.






















“The lines have fallen
to me in pleasant places; indeed, my heritage is beautiful to
me.”

Psalm 16:6






"No weapon that is
formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you
in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me," declares the
Lord.”

Isaiah 54:17







CHAPTER
ONE

Timothy’s godly heritage!

As we begin
our look at Timothy’s life and ministry, as God reveals it to us in
His word, we note that he was fortunate to have a godly heritage,
at least in part. For what God makes known to us at 2 Timothy 1:5
is that Timothy had some believers in his family tree on his
mother’s side, as we there read, “For I am mindful of the sincere
faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well.” And
so, we see here that Timothy’s grandmother and mother were both
believers in The God of the Bible, and no doubt were a positive
influence on Timothy also becoming a believer!

We need to be
aware here that Timothy was not a believer because two of the
persons closest to him in his family were Christians, but rather he
was a Christian because of what God further says of him at 2
Timothy 3:14,15, “You, however, continue in the things you have
learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned
them, and that FROM CHILDHOOD YOU HAVE KNOWN THE SACRED WRITINGS
which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” As God further says at
Romans 10:17, “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word
of Christ.” And so, the man we will be looking at in this book was
first of all a true believer in The God of the Bible!






















“Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from
the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; Who
satisfies your years with good things, so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle… He has not dealt with us according to our
sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.”

Psalm 103:2-5,10







CHAPTER
TWO

Timothy’s early years in Lystra as a
believing Jew!

God gives us
further information regarding Timothy at Acts 16:1-3, which will
include where he was born and also regarding his father, as we
there read, “Paul came also to Derbe and to LYSTRA. And a disciple
was there, named Timothy, the son of a JEWISH WOMAN WHO WAS A
BELIEVER, BUT HIS FATHER WAS A GREEK, [2] and HE WAS WELL SPOKEN OF
by the brethren who were in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Paul wanted
this man to go with him; and he took him and CIRCUMCISED him
because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that
his father was a Greek.” This is the first time we see Timothy
mentioned in God’s word, and here we see that Timothy was from the
town of Lystra, which was at that time a Roman colony, in what was
then Asia Minor, but which is today part of Turkey.

And here we
are also told that Timothy’s mother Eunice was “a Jewish woman who
was a believer,” yet his father was NOT a believer! This is
something that we learn from the fact that God says he was a Greek
and that as a result Timothy was uncircumcised. It is important to
grasp here that since Timothy’s mother was Jewish, this meant that
Timothy himself was a Jew, and if his father had been a believer,
then he would have had his son circumcised on the eighth day after
his birth in accordance with God’s word, noting Genesis 17:10-12,
and the apostle Paul, who was in the area again during his second
gospel ministry journey, would not have done so later on.

Another truth
that God tells us above about Timothy was that he was “well spoken
of” by the believers living in his hometown of Lystra and also in
Iconium, which was 24 miles north of Lystra and was the main city
of the area. God was of course speaking of Timothy’s character as a
believer here, which is why the apostle Paul, who had established
local churches at Lystra and Iconium, among other places, during
his first gospel ministry journey through the area while with
Barnabas (noting Acts 14:21-23), now wanted to take Timothy along
with him, as he was now going through the area again on his second
gospel ministry journey!

We are to be
aware here that the reason the apostle Paul had Timothy circumcised
was because he was a Jew and uncircumcised, and since they were
going to be reaching out to unbelieving Jews, who knew that
Timothy’s father was a Greek, and therefore would not have
circumcised his son, he had Timothy circumcised of flesh before
taking him along, in order that this would not be a hindrance to
the gospel ministry going forward!

Let us notice
what God led the apostle Paul to write at 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 in
this regard, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself
a slave to all, so that I may win more. To the Jews I became as a
Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as
under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I
might win those who are under the Law; to those who are without
law, as without law, though not being without the law of God but
under the law of Christ, so that I might win those who are without
law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have
become all things to all men, so that I may by all means save some.
I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become a
fellow partaker of it.”






















“But the Lord said to
me, "Do not say, 'I am a youth,' because everywhere I send you, you
shall go, and all that I command you, you shall speak.””

Jeremiah 1:7







CHAPTER
THREE

Timothy’s entry into the gospel
ministry!

As we have
seen in the last chapter, the apostle Paul first had contact with
Timothy when he came to Lystra during his second gospel ministry
journey. And it was at that time that the apostle Paul was led of
God to take Timothy along with him, when leaving Lystra in order to
continue his gospel ministry journey that he was on, as accompanied
by Silas, noting Acts 15:40; 16:1-3.

However,
before Timothy began to go with the apostle Paul on his second
gospel ministry journey, we are to be aware of what the apostle
also did with the elders of the local church at Lystra, which was
Timothy’s home church. So let us note what God led the apostle Paul
to do and say to Timothy, noting first what we read at 1 Timothy
4:14, “Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was
bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of
hands by the presbytery,” then also noting what we read at 2
Timothy 1:6, “For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the
gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands,” and
then also 2 Timothy 4:5, “But you, be sober in all things, endure
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”

And now let us
look at these three passages in greater detail, starting with 1
Timothy 4:14, where we are to see that the spiritual gift that
Timothy received from God was as an evangelist. And then in regards
to a prophetic utterance, which we also see mentioned as relating
to Timothy at 1 Timothy 4:14, this related to the elders of the
local church at Lystra, here referred to as “the presbytery,” being
convinced that Timothy had been gifted as an evangelist by God,
which is the “spiritual gift” here, and so voiced this publicly
when laying hands on Timothy, when gathered with the apostle Paul
and Silas before Timothy went out with them on their second gospel
ministry journey. The laying on of hands by the elders simply
indicated their agreement with what was being done, in the sense
that God would have confirmed God gifting Timothy as an evangelist
in their spirit by The Holy Spirit indwelling them.

Then as to the
apostle Paul being led of God to say to Timothy at 2 Timothy 1:6
for him to kindle the “gift of God” that he now had, we would
benefit in looking at this verse in context here by looking at 2
Timothy 1:5-7, where we read, “[5] For I am mindful of the sincere
faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and
your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. [6]
For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which
is in you through the laying on of my hands. [7] For God has not
given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and
discipline.”

We note that
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