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I find, there is no one, who doesn’t say, as far as human life goes, there is plenty of room for correction as well as improvement. I also find, though there is no one who says so, there is a need for a clear and unique definition and idea about human life.

History of human race is nothing but an account of the creation, growth, or destruction that continued to take place while attempting to improve all that is part of its life. It still is going on in the same manner. Obviously, nothing is improving. Either we are applying wrong corrections to right things or we are doing right corrections to wrong things. Such a situation can very well occur, if we are not at all clear about whatever we are trying to correct.

I therefore think, before we determine, what is wrong with our life, we need to be very clear about the answer to one question. What is wrong with what? If something is wrong with the part of life that we share with all the others of the living world, or it is with the part of life that is exclusively human, I think, we should not follow the same path or cure. And that brings us to an important question, what makes up the human element of our life?
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Chapter 1

The Idea of Life
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Human Life is like No Other Life

What is our idea about our life, and how does it differ from that about the life of all the other forms of life?

Between the human form of life, and all the other ones, there are many differences. However, the one about spirit, take the cake. But, those pertaining to appearance, strike us immediately. Also, we instantly notice, appreciate, or denounce, things like food, clothing, or shelter, at any event or occasion. Or, we remain fascinated by the amazing things, our intelligence keeps doing at odd times, while remain indifferent to the ones, all other forms of life do at all times. And we rarely register the fact that each form of life is endowed uniquely and decently, and there is no need to take those as anything special for the human.

So, effectively, overlooking a big difference, we are always after issues that do not pose an issue at all, to all the others of the living world. As a result, other than for filling the little time we allocate for reflection and other forms of intellectual pursuits, we are busy with questions that mostly originate out of our own choices.

Why? I think, life, for a human, is but an expedient. Of course, a very important one to let one maintain a chosen lifestyle, one pivoting around a set of aims and ambitions, or answers to the above-mentioned questions. Whereas, for all others, the lifestyle each of those follow, is the one best suited for maintaining its life. So far, we have been looking at other forms of life and learning about our life. Consequently, while we are thorough about the life we share with all the others, we are not very clear as to whatever constitute the unique elements of the same. Or, we have been overlooking the ‘human’ element of our life.
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Chapter 2

The Core of Human life – Spirit
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We Ignore Facts

Not only this, but also we have been giving hardly any attention to the structure and composition of spirit and the role it plays. On top of it, we have been compounding it by assigning a fictitious role to it, and celebrating it with abandon as human specific. Had it not been so, our natural curiosity would have been on the act, producing another gem like gravitation or quantum theory. And also, by declaring spiritual affairs as an essential and unique part of us, we have sealed its present position, discounting, the likelihood itself, of a future scrutiny.

We also Replace it with Fiction

By now, the fictitious one has usurped the original position held by the spirit, and has completely replaced it. On top of it, since long, we have been acting as though our ideas about the fictitious one truly describe the spirit, giving ourselves an erroneous idea that spirit is something we have totally mastered. Since this idea specifies spirit as something unique for human, we all tend to be quite pleased to accept it, with of course, a sense of pride. Naturally, future studies on this topic will come to a halt, at least, on ideas other than the one we think we have mastered. Consequently, though we are seized of it at all times, we are not at all becoming clearer about the true nature and consistency of spirit.

Our understanding of the fictitious role being based mostly on contextual needs and desires, we are unlikely to realize this mistake. For, at any time, our current idea of spirit will be merging completely with our aims or ambitions that are in focus. But, we will always find something amiss in all this. We are aware of it and are trying to counter it by giving rise to a set of immutable cloaks, called religions. It is as though we all have reached a mutual agreement that any idea that tries to throw some light on those fictitious stuff is beyond commonsense.

Why did it happen so?

As I suggested earlier, we have been consistent with an inquisitive mind, when it came to all that with and without life. We also took great efforts to study and master all that came out of it. We found it highly rewarding and beneficial to apply all that we learn, and perhaps, remain mesmerized by it. Therefore, little did we realize that we are happily going ahead with our ancient ideas and propositions, as far as the distinct facets of the human goes. One will have to agree, such ideas may not gel well, and may constantly lead to hiccups.

Of course we notice it, and accept such a violent stature as a basic element of human society. Then we gulp down this idea without a question, unlike anything else to do with the living or the nonliving. Or, by accepting such an agitated ambience as another human specific phenomenon, we even ensured that no correction shall ever happen to it.

Let me try to decipher the ideas that are prevalent, attempting to explain all those from first principles.

Spirit – Fact and Fiction

Spiritual comes from spirit, and, spiritual will head to, where spirit heads. So, let us see where does spirit come from and where it will go.

What role does it play in our appreciation of the reality all around?

A little reflection tells me, spirit is, what we first sense, appreciate, desire, or learn. For example, a child names and recognizes all that catches its attention using words, phrases, or expression that depict the impact, each article will be giving rise to. Such an impact will be dependent on an amalgam of contextual needs and desires, much of which even could be from external prompts. The identity or name of things and beings become the notable effect, each can make on the child. Like, a pet becomes a ‘bow-bow’, or ‘miaow’, and a car may become, a ‘pom-pom’. And, even in our later life, spirit will be performing such a function or role, with, of course, the words or phrases changing appropriately to account for the changing priorities and compulsions.

But, we make it a point to spoon-feed it with grammatically correct names or expressions, and take efforts to instill it, everywhere. As a result, the child picks up a lot of data or other stuff for which it has no natural taste, and goes on to become a master of an edifice
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