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THE DEFINITION OF UNCOMPROMISING can be summed up as one who is not prepared to give ground or compromise, is unwilling to make concessions, and is committed to maintaining a particular attitude firmly. The definition of unadulterated can be summed up as pure, not mingled or diluted with extraneous matter.

Jesus, in the Great Commission as found in Matthew 28, said the following: 19 Go then and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 Teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you, and behold, I am with you all the days (perpetually, uniformly, and on every occasion), to the [very] close and consummation of the age. Amen (so let it be).

We all know the great commission. We all know the mission and the vision, but so often we forget that Jesus said to teach them to observe everything that He has commanded you. And this is where we get stuck. We are called to teach what the Lord has commanded ... without giving ground or concession when it comes to the Truth. We are not called to teach what the Church or man or any doctrine or ideology or policy has commanded. The Truth belongs not to man or a church or a ministry, but to God. 

But this is what we have been doing. We have been going into the world teaching and preaching what a certain denomination, pastor, preacher, church leader, or ministry has been commanding us.  

Such individuals or organisations, or institutions, are indeed called to disciple or to equip, but sadly, if you look at what kind of truth is being taught and preached these days in Churches across the globe, then you have to cringe in horror. We are then not proclaiming the uncompromising truth, but deception and lies.  We are not proclaiming the unadulterated word of God, but we have allowed God’s Word to become defiled and contaminated and polluted by our interpretations, perceptions and traditions.

We teach erroneous doctrines such as the class difference of laity and clergy [fallacy on ordinations], on tithing, on the sanctity of the Church building, of church membership, of man-made offices such as the pastor,  all the while turning the assembly of believers into a den of thieves and robbers. 

We have not been the Church; we have created an institution called Church that runs like a business, and we have created followers of such an institution. We follow not a faith, but a religion that is rotten by the infiltration of the yeast of tradition. Thus, when Jesus said we must go into the world to teach what He has commanded, then he was saying we must go and declare the uncompromising Truth, unapologetically. What then is this Truth? 

It is the Truth of Jesus, and no one else. Jesus is the TRUTH, and the WAY, and the LIFE. There is no other truth besides Jesus. These days, we preach more about Paul than Jesus. We point people not to Jesus but to the idea of Jesus as if Jesus is but a symbol of good, like Satan is a symbol of evil. We are called to preach the Gospel of Jesus, and not the gospel that features Jesus.

There is a HUGE difference these days between our truth and the Truth we were commanded to teach. If we were all teaching the truth of Jesus, then we would not be divided into the thousands of denominations. A denomination speaks of varying options on doctrines.

How can this be when there is one TRUTH, one Gospel, and one Spirit? We have lost the idea of what it means to be the Church, meaning a living and breathing priesthood. We have turned the Gospel into a circus of entertainers, motivational speakers, businessmen and celebrities, all seeking to exploit and manipulate for their own gain.

Acts 2:42 And they steadfastly persevered, devoting themselves constantly to the instruction and fellowship of the apostles, to the breaking of bread [including the Lord’s Supper] and prayers. 43 And a sense of awe (reverential fear) came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were performed through the apostles (the special messengers).

The first believers held to the instruction and fellowship of the apostles. Remember, these apostles were the direct disciples of Jesus, so there was no opportunity yet for the Truth to be distorted and watered down. The Truth was still burning strong with these apostles, who passed it on uncompromisingly to the followers. And because they were adhering to the Truth, we read how a sense of awe (reverential fear) came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were performed through the apostles (the special messengers). 

Aren’t we truly missing such a sense of awe and the true signs and miracles among believers? Jesus said in Mark 16 that signs and wonders will follow His true disciples.  There is no more fear for God in the “Church” today, and neither is the Lord’s Power evident anymore. We are talking about constant supernatural and out-of-the-ordinary power by faith. This is not because God is slumbering; it is because there are so few who are truly walking in God’s uncompromising Truth. 

We can argue that we do walk in truth, but here is a quick test: how many people in the Body these days are religiously tithing? If we are, then we are NOT walking in God’s Truth, for tithing as stipulated, for example, in Deuteronomy 14, is clearly an Old Testament Law linked to the land of Canaan. We have the ministry of giving under the New Covenant, but not tithing.

Are we not divided on baptism, on the work of the Holy Spirit, on holiness, on sin, on redemption, and so many other things? Where then is the uncompromising Truth of God, which we are supposed to be preaching to the entire world? 

God’s real and true power is evident among His true disciples, and such disciples walk in God’s uncompromising Truth.  How can we say we are His disciples [meaning followers] if we cannot even follow His Truth? We, therefore, walk in deception, and deception is nothing more than idolatry. If the holy priesthood of God – thus the real disciples – seek to move in God’s anointing, in His glory and in His power, then we need to walk in Truth.

Truth is the key that unlocks His Glory. This is because Jesus is the TRUTH. If we love God, then we must love the TRUTH and obey His TRUTH, as set out by His commandments and teachings.

The Holy Spirit was poured out, and according to John 16, it was to lead us in all TRUTH. The work of the Spirit is thus to lead God’s people according to the TRUTH that must be declared across the world.  Why then is it that the Church is really struggling to make an impact on a dying, broken and heathen world? Is it not because we are not corporately walking – united – in God’s uncompromising Truth?

So we find disciples scattered – here and there – standing and declaring His Truth, but this is how the Body should be functioning, corporately, according to Acts 2. Jesus says in Mark 16: 7 And these attesting signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; 18 They will pick up serpents; and [even] if they drink anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will get well.

To believe means to be a follower - this means to be a disciple. Why are we struggling to walk in this authority? Is it not because we are failing to walk in God’s uncompromising Truth? And only the entire TRUTH will suffice with God. We cannot walk in half-truth, 80% truth or even 99% truth. Jesus was not 99% Truth; He was and is the complete and uncompromising TRUTH.

Truth unlocks our spiritual bondages and captivity, for it shatters our perceptions, our traditions, our mindsets, our view of operation and functionalities, and it loosens our spirit to walk in God’s Spirit. Truth sets us free to walk in His unlimited power, but then we need to embrace the TRUTH, adhere to it, defend it, preach it, teach it, apply it, and allow it to work within us. 

Jesus says in John 8, 31 So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed in Him, If you abide in My word [hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them], you are truly My disciples. 32 And you will know the Truth, and the Truth will set you free.

This is as clear as daylight. If we abide in His Word – meaning obeying and staying faithful – then we are truly His disciples. And then, only then, will we be set free. This Scripture has often been loosely translated and pulled out of context. The Truth sets us free, but then it is not my truth, but the Truth of God. And we must apply such Truth, adhere to it, obey it, stand for it and defend it. No other truth can exist except the Truth of God. If we apply only part of it, then we are rebellious, and if we are rebellious, then we are not abiding in God’s will.

We also read in John 8 how Jesus takes this theme further by saying that if we do not follow Him, then also the Father, then how can God be our true Father? Jesus is saying if we do not walk with Him in Truth and in all Truth as disciples by following Him as the Truth, then how can His Father be really our Father, which places a damper on the Believers’ Prayer. 37 [Yes] I know that you are Abraham’s offspring; yet you plan to kill Me, because My word has no entrance (makes no progress, does not find any place) in you. 38 I tell the things which I have seen and learned at My Father’s side, and your actions also reflect what you have heard and learned from your father. 39 They retorted, Abraham is our father. Jesus said, If you were [truly] Abraham’s children, then you would do the works of Abraham [follow his example, do as Abraham did]. 40 But now [instead] you are wanting and seeking to kill Me, a Man Who has told you the truth which I have heard from God. This is not the way Abraham acted. 41 You are doing the works of your [own] father. They said to Him, We are not illegitimate children and born out of fornication; we have one Father, even God.42 Jesus said to them, If God were your Father, you would love Me and respect Me and welcome Me gladly, for I proceeded (came forth) from God [out of His very presence]. I did not even come on My own authority or of My own accord (as self-appointed); but He sent Me. 43 Why do you misunderstand what I say? It is because you are unable to hear what I am saying. [You cannot bear to listen to My message; your ears are shut to My teaching.] 44 You are of your father, the devil, and it is your will to practice the lusts and gratify the desires [which are characteristic] of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a falsehood, he speaks what is natural to him, for he is a liar [himself] and the father of lies and of all that is false. 45 But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me [do not trust Me, do not rely on Me, or adhere to Me]. 46 Who of you convicts Me of wrongdoing or finds Me guilty of sin? Then if I speak truth, why do you not believe Me [trust Me, rely on, and adhere to Me]? 47 Whoever is of God listens to God. [Those who belong to God hear the words of God.] This is the reason that you do not listen [to those words, to Me]: because you do not belong to God and are not of God or in harmony with Him.

John 4:24 God is a Spirit (a spiritual Being) and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth (reality). 

If we, therefore, walk not in His Truth, how can we then truly worship Him? Is it good enough for God to sing our praises if we walk not in His truth? Therefore, as Jesus said in John 8, our father is then not the Father of heaven, for we are not following Jesus as true disciple. We are called to be living sacrifices, thus vessels of worship. We can only be such vessels of glory – exuding a sweet aroma – when we thus walk in His Truth.

We think it is a trivial matter to play around with God’s Truth. This is not the case. It is not trivial at all. It is very serious. If we are true disciples, we will follow Jesus and thus His Truth. And if we do, we stay true to His Father, and we stay faithful to the Holy Spirit. Then, we are in unity with the Trinity, and then signs and wonders shall follow and then only shall we be truly free.

We all know the story of Daniel, but there is an interesting Scripture that reads as follows: “Daniel 1:21 And Daniel continued there even to the first year of King Cyrus [at the close of the seventy years’ exile of Judah in Babylonia, which Jeremiah had foretold].” Daniel was thus a prophet of God who was at Babylon while Nebuchadnezzar, Balthazar, Darius [Persia] and Cyrus [Persia] ruled.  Daniel thus watched as four mighty rulers came, with some losing their crowns. He was there when Babylon was invaded by the Persians. He witnessed the fall of Babylon and the demise of mighty Nebuchadnezzar and Balthazar.

And despite all of this, Daniel did not compromise his loyalty, devotion or dedication to God, to God’s Word or God’s Truth. He remained steady, single-minded and focused on the task at hand.  We as believers are rooted and grounded in the Rock of Jesus. Around us, many things constantly change, which includes world views, perceptions, morals, ethics, and even what is truth. Constantly, day in and day out, the truth in the world changes. Right and wrong have become blurred. Evil is no longer frowned upon. 

We have a world condoning abortions, same-sex marriages, adultery and heathen practices. All things forbidden according to Deuteronomy 18 are no longer legal. All things frowned upon by the Bible have become acceptable and the norm. The world has slipped into a dark void of lawlessness, rebellion, paganism and secularism.

Yes, despite all of this, we are called, like Daniel, to remain standing on the Rock and to remain standing in His uncompromising Truth. While everything around us changes, and while the dark settles in, we are called to remain in the light, walk in the Light, adhere to the Truth and fight the good fight of faith. Around us, leaders will come and go, ideas will come and go, celebrities will come and go, but we are called to remain standing on God’s uncompromising and unchanging Rock of Truth that is settled in heaven!

We live in a time of age where the world is denying absolute truths, where everything is relevant. Those who follow the Truth are accused of promoting a narrow point of view, forcing the truth down people’s throats and living in a world of fantasy.

At the end of the day, I would rather be a fool in the eyes of man than a fool in the eyes of God! It says in “Ezekiel 22: (New International Version): 29 The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the alien, denying them justice. 30 "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.”

Ezekiel was prophesying at the time when the northern kingdom of Israel had already fallen into the hands of the Assyrians. Such punishment has befallen them because they had drifted away from God’s truths and failed to adhere to His laws and commandments. They had failed to live according to God’s truths. Ezekiel was at this point of history speaking directly to the southern kingdom, especially the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for they had also, like their neighbours, followed wicked practices by no longer honouring God in their words and deeds. 

The words of Ezekiel are about 2550 years old, but if one looks back throughout history since the death of Jesus, one has to wonder how faithful the church has remained to the teachings of the Lord and to His truths about righteousness, holiness, purity and to the great commandments?

If we bring it closer to home, we should all, as His children, take stock and ponder that if the Lord casts an eye upon this land and this world, if He will indeed point to us as a person who has stood up for His ideals, His truths and His Word. For sadly the church, even today, is riddled with tales of extortion, corruption, mistreatment of people and oppression. It simply cannot be denied.

During the days of the Reformation and the growth of the Protestant Church, religious clashes, inquisitions, tales of purging, violent deaths, stories of injustices and the mistreatment of people have filled the pages of history. All those who professed to follow God, from all walks of life, remained guilty of such practices.

Today, such practices continue, albeit more subtly. How many times have we not treated someone unjustly? How many times have we not mistreated or exploited someone, be it spiritually, physically or even emotionally? In the days of Ezekiel, the alien was regarded as one who did not fall under the same covenant as the Jewish people. In our times, we have to remember that people from all walks of life fall under the Covenant of Grace.

Apart from that, the Lord emphasized treating those who fall outside the faith with respect and dignity. This is, after all, a walk of love. Treating people right and walking in righteousness speaks of walking in holiness and love, which delights the Lord. 

For it has also been written in Matthew 5 that blessed are the poor in spirit, while in Isaiah 61 it speaks about us, called by God, who must in Spirit preach the Gospel to the poor. Indeed, if we fail to tell the world about God, and if we fail to enrich the world spiritually, and if we fail to honour God and glorify Him in all things, and if we fail for our light to shine and to bring others closer to Him, then we become nothing more than oppressors to the poor and oppressors of the truth.

Proverbs 2:6 For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 7 He holds victory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 8 for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. 9 Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good path. 10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 11 Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you. 12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, 13 who leave the straight paths to walk in dark ways, 14 who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, 15 whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways.

In these days of many ideas, opinions and perceptions regarding the truth, and in these days where the self of man has become all-important, we are called more than ever to remain standing on God’s Word and to live by His teachings, His truths and His ways of righteousness and holiness. The Lord delights in those who walk according to His Wisdom, to His commandments and teachings. He delights in those who walk in love and the light of His splendour, to His glory. He delights in those who will stand as a beacon of light as the storms of darkness rage.

The Lord is looking for those who will stand in the gap of the wall, meaning those who will stand for His justice, honour and truth where the world has tried to destroy His ways and His love. He is looking for those who are willing to stand for His truths, to see His love blossom and to see His light shine. This means not going with the flow of the world, but truly standing with God, no matter what and no matter the opinion of man. For God’s truths and ways remain, and He is searching for those who will not make excuses or apologies, but we will stand for He stands for and proclaims.

This is not easy – the world’s ideas differ radically from God's. But one day before God, there is no excuse. Either we have chosen to stand in the gap, or we have drifted away like the Israel of old. Proverbs 11 says, “19 The truly righteous man attains life, but he who pursues evil goes to his death. 20 The Lord detests men of perverse heart, but he delights in those whose ways are blameless.”

Indeed, we all live in extremely harsh times, as we struggle with growing psychological pressures. At times, it feels like we can no longer walk this road and that the burden of even carrying our cross and denying ourselves in the pursuit of the Lord is a price too high to pay.  Darkness seems to have crept into every corner of the world, and at times, we wonder how long we can survive in the storm.

Paul wrote in “Romans 8: (New International Version): 36As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Praise the Lord, for there is such beauty and absolute certainty of knowing Jesus as our Lord and Saviour. We shall not fear or dread but hold our heads high and overcome. We shall be like David who slew Goliath, like Gideon who put to chase a large army and like Paul who endured even when the storms blew day and night. We should be functioning, corporately, according to Acts 2. Jesus says in Mark 16: 7 And these attesting signs will accompany those who believe: in My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new languages; 18 They will pick up serpents; and [even] if they drink anything deadly, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will get well.

Truth unlocks our spiritual bondage and captivity, for it shatters our perceptions, our traditions, our mindsets, our view of operation and functionalities, and it loosens our spirit to walk in God’s Spirit. Truth sets us free to walk in His unlimited power, but then we need to embrace the TRUTH, adhere to it, defend it, preach it, teach it, apply it, and allow it to work within us. 

Consider that in the days of Paul, the Jews were under enormous strain as they fell under the dominion of the cruel and brutish Roman Empire.  Apart from having to deal with a foreign power that seeks to destroy and also dominate, Paul also had to deal with enormous opposing spiritual forces as he was preaching the Gospel of Jesus in Gentile countries where the spirit of paganism was rife and loosened to the extreme.

Paul was dealing with physical and emotional pressures from his own countrymen and also from the Gentiles, while he was also being bombarded and beleaguered by demonic forces seeking to prevent him from teaching the pagans the truth. 

For this reason, Paul wrote his epistle to the Ephesians regarding the spiritual battle and the struggles of overcoming.  Within this context, Paul addresses the Gentiles and even some of the Jews in the Book of Romans, and his wonderful conclusion is that no matter what he endures, be it spiritual, emotional or physical, no matter the attack, the labour or the struggle, that through it all God is so much greater and so much more powerful and we are safe under His wing (Psalm 91).

Nothing, but nothing, in the spiritual or in the physical, no matter the adversary or the obstacle, can triumph over us to the point that we are defeated. For we are conquerors, full of holy fire, full of the Spirit, sealed by the Blood, redeemed, reborn, consecrated, sanctified and we are known by Majesty! Praise the Lord, for there is such beauty and absolute certainty of knowing Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.  
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1 JOHN 2:27 AS FOR you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain in him.

We, as worshippers of the divine Lord, are called to worship in spirit and truth. By truth, we are sanctified. By truth, we are set free. Jesus is the Truth.

One of the greatest movements of the Spirit in this world is to bring the Bride into Oneness with the Trinity through the complete and sanctifying work of Truth. For those who dwell not in truth dwell therefore in rebellion and idolatry. 

Ephesians 4:3 Be eager and strive earnestly to guard and keep the harmony and oneness of [and produced by] the Spirit in the binding power of peace. 4[There is] one body and one Spirit—just as there is also one hope [that belongs] to the calling you received—5[There is] one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of [us] all, Who is above all [Sovereign over all], pervading all and [living] in [us] all.

The need, the urgency and the desire to move into the Truth of the Lord is undeniable, unquestionable and non-debatable. 

Countless times, we find Jesus saying to His disciples that verily He is telling the truth. Such a statement carries weighty importance. Jesus emphasized that what His disciples should be aware of and should take note of is the Truth as preached by Jesus. They were prompted to understand that, beyond what Jesus was saying, there is no other “real” truth. We have to remember that the Jews at that time had a long history of idolatry, spiritual adultery, deceptions and false prophets. Against that backdrop, and for the future generations to come who will be subjected to even more deceptions and lies, Jesus reminds us all that what He says and teaches and advocates is the Truth. Jesus is, after all, the Truth, The Way and Life. Verily, no truth beyond God stands as the eternal truth.  

The question, however, that lingers and begs to be explored and pursued and spiritually grasped is, what then is reality?

Reality is defined as the state of being real and/or something that exists in fact. 

Such is the question that has come to rest upon my spirit. Reality one would perceive runs hand in hand with truth. Shall we then say that reality is the truth, or is the truth of the matter of what is real?

Why is the need for the Bride to discern between reality and truth then so important? It is obvious. We may live according to truth, but if such a truth is false, then the reality about that truth is subsequently false. We may live according to reality, meaning what is real to us, but if such a reality is designed and manufactured by preconceived ideas, traditions, cultures, indoctrination and even imagination, then surely the truth of the matter lies shipwrecked and is questionable?

So, to return to our question, are we as the Bride of the Lord living in the reality of His dominion and the reality of our spiritual existence in accordance with the Truth of the Lord, or are we living in a reality as a spiritual man within the boundaries of the spirit in accordance with our truth?

Here before us lies a fundamental and critical journey of introspection and exploration, for if we are living according to our truth, as opposed to the Truth settled in heaven, then surely the reality that sprouted forth from that truth may not be so real after all.

Saints, let us understand something of extreme importance without sounding too philosophical – if we live not in the Truth of the Lord, then we live not in the reality of His presence and glory. Is it also possible, and yes, it is, that when we behold truths and adhere to such truths that are not completely the truth, then we may be sons and daughters of the Living Lord who are living one foot in the reality of Him and the reality that has been created by deception and falsehoods.  

Are we grasping the essential crisis? We are called, according to Ephesians 4, to grow in maturity and into the oneness and fullness of the Lord. We are called to live as His disciples, operating in accordance with the dictates of the Spirit, moving from glory to glory and swiftly and mightily grasping and beholding our movement towards the edification of His Splendour within us. 

How then can we truly be walking as His followers, operating in this world, flesh yet functioning primarily in the spiritual man in glory to His glory if we are not even living in the reality of His presence, or His will or His vision?

Satan is the great counterfeiter. He is not only the counterfeiter in terms of exchanging God’s truth with his own, but he is also the greater worker of iniquity, and alas, setting up a false reality within which man operates.

Communism, the moral destroyer of mankind and the ardent foe of God’s commandments and laws, has enslaved some of the greatest nations of this world – Russia and China – and so created the boundaries for a pseudo-reality. And for those living under the banner of Communism, they lived under a “truth” which was but mere imaginations and beliefs of worldly people. 

One of the great debates in the world is whether all religions are not all the “truth” that leads to one “reality”, which is the salvation of mankind. Then, a false reality is being introduced, because the “truth” of such “reality” is a lie. And so, therefore, those who adhere to such “truths” believe in the reality that they will be saved and redeemed. The reality is, however, far more “real” – the “truth” is that if we do not seek the Lord by the Blood of Jesus, then we are lost, broken and still in dire need of the Saviour. Despite all the efforts of Satan, the truth is that the Blood is real, the sacrifice is real, and there is only one reality to entering the throne room, and that is through Yeshua.

Philosophers have for centuries introduced their versions of “truths”, and so caused societies and nations to be subjected to upheavals that became for a time their only reality of existence. From their pens have spouted the Enlightenment, the Age of Reason, the Age of Romanticism and even more popular, secular humanism, but even though kernels of God’s truth may be found in such thoughts, such “truths” and “realities” of existence are but lies and deceptions. 

And it is because we place our trust in such “truths” that our “reality” becomes disengaged from God’s reality, as we place our trust and faith in illusions and imaginations. This then becomes the basis for strongholds to take hold of our minds and for our spirit and soul to be enslaved by erroneous “truths” and outright fallacies. 

Darwin, in his theory of Evolution, presented to the world his shocking “truth” that man evolved from apes. This subsequently allowed for a pseudo “reality” of existence to permeate through societies and cultures, placing the very existence of God under a spotlight.

Secular humanism, pseudo-religions, political ideologies, and social conformities unto the Self are but movements that have seen a counterfeit “truth” being “preached” from the “pulpit” of this world, and have subsequently allowed governments, societies, organisations and people to live in a pseudo-reality of existence. Such is the work of Satan – he introduces his “truths” to set up his “reality” and by that “reality” establishes the groundwork for the establishment of strongholds that lead to rebellion, idolatry and iniquity.

As the author of 1 John 2 alluded to, the anointing of God is real. His Spirit is real. His Kingdom is real. And above all, His Truth is real and everlasting. There is no other truth except the truth of God. 

Every move of mankind, be it religious, be it political, be it social, be it scientific, be it artistic, be it philosophical, or be it adventurous, is not real if it does not conform to the Truth of God.  So the Lord gave His Word – not just the scriptures – but Jesus. He gave us not only the logos, but the Rhema by the work of the Spirit to lead us in all truth.

God has ordained, since the rise of the new dawn in Paradise, how man should be governed, how he should morally and ethically behave, and how he should live to the glory and for the glory in heaven.  In the Scriptures, from the days of old to the days of Jesus, the laws and commandments of the Lord teach us governing, behaviour, education,  labour practices, warfare, customs and traditions.

And those who have veered away from this path, setting up their own “realities” of governance, behaviour, social norms, customs, religions and labour practices, have simply exchanged the truths of God for the truths of this world. And for those who do so, as warned about in Romans 1, there is a grievous apostasy at work, fuelled by iniquity – this only leads to a “reality” which is, in essence, false, illusory and without any substance or merit.

Romans 1: 21Because when they knew and recognized Him as God, they did not honour and glorify Him as God or give Him thanks. But instead, they became futile and godless in their thinking [with vain imaginings, foolish reasoning, and stupid speculations] and their senseless minds were darkened. 22Claiming to be wise, they became fools [professing to be smart, they made simpletons of themselves]. 23And by them the glory and majesty and excellence of the immortal God were exchanged for and represented by images, resembling mortal man and birds and beasts and reptiles.

In Exodus 32, Aaron set up a pseudo-religion when he crafted the golden calf. When the people cried for “other gods” to lead them, they exchanged God’s truth for their own, and so their reality of the situation became altered as they believed that this monstrosity of apostasy would lead them out of the desert. The truth was that God was showing Moses the 613 Laws by which the people must be governed, and by that truth – and if they obeyed – they would be led into a land which was very real and vastly fruitful. 

The reality was that God was preparing people who could walk in His truth so that they could grasp the substance and fullness of His glory. This truth however, didn’t dawn on them – their reality was determined by their sensory mechanisms – the physical eyes, ears, mouths, noses and fingers, and by that reality, they created their own truth. Their truth was that God was not going to save them, and so they needed “other gods”.

When David strode out to face Goliath, he lived by the truth that God was by his side and that God would be far mightier than the Philistines. His reality was not one of fear but of victory. This was in stark contrast to Saul, who “saw” the Philistine, judged by his truth as being too powerful, and subsequently lived in the reality of defeat and fear. 

The Pharisees and Sadducees were so caught up in their own reality of the vital necessity of following the Law to the letter that they failed to grasp the reality that in Jesus, who is the Truth, the Laws were fulfilled.

After the Renaissance, a philosophical movement was born called Empiricism, which advocated a determining of “reality” according to what can be felt, seen, touched, tasted and heard. This also gave rise to the movement of Realism in the visual arts and literature, which refers to the general attempt to depict subjects "in accordance with secular empirical rules," as they are considered to exist in third-person objective reality, without embellishment or interpretation. 

As such, the approach inherently implies a belief that such reality is ontologically independent of man's conceptual schemes, linguistic practices and beliefs, and thus can be known (or knowable) to the artist, who can, in turn, represent this 'reality' faithfully. Modern realism is seen as beginning from the position that truth can be discovered by the individual through the senses and as such has its origins in the philosophers Descartes and Locke. 

Over time, other academics and scholars have determined that “reality” can only be known by our experiences, while later many determined that what is “real” has to be scientifically proven. 

Our “truth,” however, should not be determined merely by our senses or experiences or science, for the “Truth” of God and His “reality” – which is the supernatural – supersedes the natural and temporary world. Just so, the spirit of man supersedes the existence of our soul and then the body in importance and weight of splendour, for by spirit we have been born and unto the spirit we return. 

Our truth solely rests and dwells in God, by whose “truths” and “realities” we are called to abide and adhere to. The “reality” that we determine is the “reality” of God and the “reality” of His creation. And so, even though scientifically it fails to compute, the “reality” is that the supernatural world does exist, and that we are supernatural beings encased in flesh and that one day this natural world will no longer exist but be replaced by the permanent and everlasting spiritual Jerusalem.

What then is real in this case? This world, or the supernatural? God created both, and so we have been placed in this “temporary” world within “temporary” bodies so that we may discover and learn and grasp the essence of His Glory, of His truth and Love, to prepare us for eternity divine. Yet, so often the reality we determine and live by is a reality permeated by the wisdom of the age, of traditions and customs and teaching which stand as an affront to the truth of God.

Again, if we fail to live by the complete and utter truth of God, then our reality will become swayed and distorted. How many times do we not find ourselves living in the flesh and the carnal desires and accordance to the dictates of primarily the soul, then living in the reality and the truth of the spirit?

Paul makes a pertinent point in Romans 8 that we are physical and carnal men. Those who live according to the dictates of the spiritual man live in the wisdom of the Spirit, and so their “reality” is determined by the Spirit, and so their conduct will be according to His fruits and will be in accordance with the likeness and nature of the Living God.

Romans 8 5For those who are according to the flesh and are controlled by its unholy desires set their minds on and pursue those things































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
'“BASTIUN OF
DIVINE TRUTH

PART ONE

RIAAN-ENGELBRECHT





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





