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Introduction: The True Calling
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It is with great joy and a heart full of gratitude that I present the book: "A Heart in Jesus, Not in Fame." This work, which has been taking shape in my heart for several years, is the result of decades of reflection, service, and a deep passion to see a generation of authentic and powerful Christian leaders emerge.

I know the content may sound confrontational, and I want to be very clear from the outset. This book is, in no way, an attack against mega-churches or famous Christian artists. Let me emphasize that: in no way! I myself came to know the Lord in a mega-church that I deeply love, and I grew spiritually there until I moved from my home country. Furthermore, I've been blessed countless times by the ministry of renowned Christian artists. My intention is not to criticize large ministries or visible platforms.

No. This book is, rather, a call to deep, personal introspection for each of us who long to serve God, whether full-time or in any leadership capacity. It's an honest, and sometimes tough, confrontation with the motives that are driving us to serve God.

Have you ever felt that tingle in your soul, that spark that tells you: "I want to serve God"? It's a beautiful feeling, isn't it? Like a young athlete dreaming of the Olympics or a musician longing to fill stadiums. But here's the secret, friend: God's playing field is a little different. In our noisy world, where fame often shouts louder than humility, it's easy to confuse the glare of the spotlights with true light.

This book is not a guide to becoming a Christian superstar. It won't give you the magic formula for a mega-church or millions of followers. No! It's an invitation to something much deeper and more lasting. It's a journey for your heart to fall in love with Jesus, not with ministry. So that, if you are going to serve, you do it God's way, with a humble heart and not with a thirst for applause.

Get ready to unpack some popular ideas and rediscover the beauty of a ministry that doesn't seek the show, but God's heart. Are you ready for this adventure? Let's go!
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Chapter 1: First Things First: Being Born Again
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Imagine you want to build your dream home. Would you start with the roof? Or the windows? Of course not. First, you need a solid foundation, right? In Christian leadership, there's a foundation that is everything: being born again. It's not a church phrase, it's not a boring ritual. It's the moment your heart, which was a little dry and lifeless, starts beating again with God's rhythm!

Jesus made it very clear. One day, a very respected man named Nicodemus, a religious leader who knew it all, came to Jesus at night. Perhaps he had questions, perhaps curiosity. And Jesus, without beating around the bush, told him: "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). Nicodemus scratched his head. "How can a man be born when he is old?" he asked. Poor Nicodemus! He was thinking physically, but Jesus was talking about something much deeper.

What does 'being born again' mean?

It's as if God gives you a new heart, a new soul. It's when you realize that you've been living your own way, far from Him. And then, you repent (which is simply changing direction, turning around and returning to God). You believe that Jesus died for your wrongs on the cross and rose again to give you new life, a life that never ends. And at that moment, boom!, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside you. You are a new creation! The old things pass away, and everything becomes new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Think of a tree that seemed dead in winter, but suddenly, in spring, it sprouts green leaves and flowers. That's what new birth is like! Your way of seeing the world changes. Your desires are reoriented. You want to be more like Jesus.

For you, who dream of leading, this is non-negotiable. If you haven't experienced that "new heart," any effort to serve will be like a car without an engine. You might have the best design, the best color, but it won't go anywhere. You'll have talents, charisma, great ideas, but without the life of Christ flowing in you, you'll just be "a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal" (1 Corinthians 13:1). You'll make a lot of noise, but there will be no life.

New birth is what opens our eyes to understand God (1 Corinthians 2:14). It gives us a love that is not of this world. It gives us the courage to speak His truth, not with our own eloquence, but with the power of His Spirit.

It's a sad mistake to think that we can serve God just because we grew up in church, or because we know the Bible by heart. Serving God is not a good deeds club you join. It's an expression of a new life, a life that has been rescued and transformed by God's amazing love.

If that "new birth" hasn't happened in your life yet, stop for a moment. Put aside dreams of ministry, ideas of fame. First, surrender your life to Jesus. Ask Him to forgive you, to enter your heart. It's the most important decision of your life. And it's the only starting point for Christian leadership that truly honors God. Without this foundation, everything else crumbles.
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Chapter 2: It's Not About Achieving Dreams
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The world whispers in our ear: "Chase your dreams! Be the best! Reach the top!" And it sounds so good, doesn't it? Like a catchy song. But for you, who want to serve God, that melody can be a very subtle trap. When our desire to serve mixes with the eagerness to "achieve my dreams," the focus shifts. We stop looking at Jesus and start looking at ourselves in the mirror.

Think of those "dreams" the world sells us: being famous, having influence, a giant platform, thousands of followers. If we bring that into ministry, we might start dreaming of being a star preacher, a leader of a mega-church, a musician with platinum records, a best-selling author.

Now, don't get me wrong. Having vision is great. Wanting to be greatly used by God is wonderful. God does give us dreams and calls us to do incredible things. The problem arises when our personal dream becomes the main engine of our service. It's like telling God: "Here's my plan, please bless it." Instead of saying: "God, what's Your plan? Here I am, use me."

When a Christian leader is driven by their own dreams, it's like walking through a minefield:

	The 'Me' at the Center: Instead of talking about Jesus, we end up talking about ourselves. Every photo, every post, every talk becomes an opportunity to build our brand, our image. The constant question? "How can I become more visible?"

	The Comparison Game: If my dream is to be famous, I'll inevitably look at others who already are. And then, boom! Envy, competition, frustration arrive. It's like an endless race where you never feel good enough.

	Dangerous Shortcuts: The obsession with personal "success" can lead us to do things we wouldn't normally do. Lie a little? Exaggerate a testimony? Compromise the truth to please people? Integrity becomes flexible when the personal dream is king.

	Empty Inside: The world's dreams focus on what is seen: numbers, applause, followers. But what about the soul? We neglect our own spiritual growth and the health of the people we are supposed to serve.

	Broken Heart: When those "dreams" don't come true as expected (and often they don't), the blow is hard. Frustration, disillusionment, and sometimes, goodbye to ministry! Because faith was not in Christ, but in a personal aspiration.


Jesus, what was His "dream"? He didn't seek earthly fame. He didn't run marketing campaigns. He came to do His Father's will. He could have been crowned king, but He chose a cross. He said: "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work" (John 4:34). And Paul? A giant of faith, but he said: "I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord" (Philippians 3:8). His dream was not to be a famous apostle, but to know Christ.

Your ministry is not a springboard for your personal dreams. It is a response to God's call. You are a tool in His hands to build His Kingdom. True joy is not found in fulfilling your goals, but in seeing God work through you, even if that means a different path than you imagined.

What if God called you to a small, hidden place, where no one applauded you, but where you had a profound impact on just a few lives? Would you be willing to give up your "big dream" for obedience to His call?

I'm not telling you to be passive. Of course not! Have vision. But let God be the one to put those dreams in your heart. And when He does, submit them to Him. Remember, the greatest "achievement" in ministry is simply to obey Christ and for His name to be glorified, not yours. True success is being found faithful in God's hands.
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Chapter 3: Powerful Ministry and Famous Ministry
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Imagine two types of artists. One is a world-famous rock star, with millions of fans, packed concerts, and lots of awards. The other is an incredibly talented jazz musician who plays in small clubs, but every note that comes out of his instrument touches the soul of those who listen. Which one is more "powerful"?

In Christian ministry, something similar happens. There's a huge difference between a ministry that is powerful and one that is simply famous. And in this age of social media, it's so easy to confuse them!

Famous Ministry: The Glare of the Spotlights

A famous ministry is like that rock star:


●  High Visibility: Known by thousands, millions. They have large churches, many online followers, best-selling books, they appear everywhere.

●  Human Applause: They receive praise, admiration, "likes," and comments. The minister's name or their ministry's brand is widely recognized.

●  Success in Numbers: "Success" is measured by attendance, views, sales, likes. It's all about quantity.

●  Image-Focused: A lot of energy is invested in maintaining a perfect image, producing "cool" content, and expanding reach at all costs.

●  Fragile as Glass: It depends on what people think and on trends. A rumor, a scandal, or a change in fashion, and poof!, it can disappear.

●  Diluted Message: Sometimes, to be more popular, the message is softened. "Difficult" Bible topics are avoided so as not to offend anyone. The goal is to please the public, not God.


Powerful Ministry: The Transforming Reality

Now, powerful ministry is like that jazz musician. It doesn't
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