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	Begin your Moonlight journey today with a FREE copy of MOONLIGHT FALLS, the first novel in the Thriller and Shamus Award-winning series. 
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CHAPTER ONE

 

I’m the last son of a bitch who should be picking up hitchhikers. 

After all, I’ve got half a .22 caliber bullet lodged in my brain because I thought twice about pulling the trigger on the pistol meant to send me to an early grave. After downing far too much Jack, my finger pressed the trigger anyway just as I was pulling the gun barrel away from the side of my head. The bullet ended up ricocheting off my skull and shattering, sending a red-hot piece of metal into my brain. It lodged comfortably beside my cerebral cortex, making the possibility of a stroke and/or death more like a high probability should it ever decide to shift. Fact is, I’ve been known to suffer the occasional blackout during times of stress, which can be a constant hazard for an overly tenacious private detective like me.  

What this means is, I’m not even supposed to be driving my second-hand Ford F150 pickup (good Lord knows how I miss Dad’s 1978 black Cadillac hearse) since I don’t have a driver’s license. What I do have, however, is a pretty decent relationship with a fair share of police officers should I ever get pulled over. 

In any case, I’m not telling you all this just to waste your time.  I’m revealing this information because when I saw a young woman standing by the side of the highway, a driving mid-summer rain soaking her to death as she held out her thumb, I couldn’t help but go with my heart and pull over onto the shoulder. 

Leaning across the seat, I managed to open the passenger side door. She approached, her long brown hair and face dripping rainwater, her big brown eyes peering at me so sadly I assumed her tears were hidden by the rain. 

“Where you headed?” I asked. 

Her thick lips trembled, and she seemed suddenly a bit unsteady on her feet. 

“Anywhere but here,” she said. 

That’s when my gut spoke to me. It told me for sure, this girl needs help in a big way. Of course, it also told me to close the door and just take off—take off and don’t look back because the girl getting drenched in the rain was nothing but trouble. Big trouble. 

But what’s a guy with half a bullet in his brain inevitably do? He makes the wrong decision. Blame it on an overly stressed cerebral cortex. 

“Get in,” I said. 

She got in, dripping all over the seat. 

“Thank you,” she said, closing the door. 

“Seat belt,” I said. “Please.”  

“Oh, yes, of course,” she returned, grabbing hold of the seat belt not with the usual speed of a healthy human being, but instead like her entire body was stuck in slow-motion mode.  

When she was finally buckled in, I hit my directional, peered into the rearview and side-view mirror, then pulled back onto the highway. As I punched the gas, I stole another quick glance at her. That’s when I noticed something on her black t-shirt. It was one of those retro t-shirts advertising a long-dead rock band. In this case, The Doors was spelled out in big white letters across her more than ample chest. 

Both the O’s in ‘Doors’ had little spots of dark red on them. I almost said something about the stains before deciding to let it go, for the time being anyway.   

I hope you know what you’re doing, Moonlight, whispered a voice inside my head. A voice that sounded an awful lot like my long-dead mortician old man.  

“I don’t have a clue, Pops,” I silently whispered.  

But then, headcases like me rarely ever have a clue. 
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