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			Dedication

			
		
    Mark 1:45. But he went out, and began to publish it much, and to Blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no longer enter openly into the city.


There were such crowds that he could not work his miracles of healing. The disobedient man was doubtless moved by gratitude, which seems a very proper motive; Yet his disobedience made Christ grievously inconvenient, and hindered his work; And I have no doubt that there are many things done in the Church of God, of which many say, "they are very proper and very pleasant; "Yes, but are they scriptural? Did the master command them? If not, they will and your kingdom will serious inconvenience and loss at some time or another. We cannot realize that, as Christ's disciples, we must obey him implicitly; and the best proof of our gratitude is to do exactly as Christ compels us to. This man burned abroad the news of his cure, so that "Jesus could no more openly enter the city".





— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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The full name of the author of this Gospel is John Mark, and he is referred to nine times in the Scriptures. In chronological sequence the references are Acts 12.12, 25, 13.5, 13, 15.37, 1 Peter 5.13, Colossians 4.10, Philemon 24, 2 Timothy 4.11. In addition, "a certain young man" in Mark 14.51, 52 may have been Mark himself.

We thus have a brief synthesis of his life and ministry on behalf of Paul, Peter and Barnabas. His weakening gives us a balanced history of this servant of the Lord to whom was entrusted the holy task of writing one of the Gospels. It is generally accepted that, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Peter was the major source of information for Mark, and there are many details in the Gospel that confirm this.

Mark, as a servant to those who were called to the most outstanding service with and for their Lord, was chosen by the Holy Spirit to portray His character as the Servant. He did so in a simple, striking and direct manner. His sentences are little portraits. This Gospel is full of activity. For example, in the pictures of Chapter 1 the Lord is found at the waters of the Jordan, in the desert, by the sea, in the synagogue, in a house, in a lonely place and in the villages of Galilee.

Its program can be analyzed broadly as follows: 

The Servant's recommendation, from 1.1, 

The Servant himself, 1.14, 

The authority of the Servant, 2.1, 

The friends of the Servant, 3.7, 

The influences of the Servant, 6.7, 

The instruction of the Servant, 8.27, 

The path of the Servant, 11.1, 

The prophecy of the Servant, 13.1, 

The rejection of the Servant, 14.1, 

The exaltation of the Servant, 16.1.

This Gospel is like a swift-flowing river, flowing into Galilee, 1:14 to 9:50, then the West Bank, 10:1 to 31, and finally Judea, with Jerusalem as the focal point, 10:32 to 16:18. Going out as far as Bethany, his work done to perfection, the Lord returns to heaven to begin a new work through others.
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Chapter 1

The Day of the Servant Dawns
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How significant is the statement that begins this Gospel. Its style is objective and its message direct. At once the character of Jesus as a servant is emphasized, without dealing with a genealogy or account of his birth. To show that the beginning to which Mark refers is not the origin of the good news he is about to present, Jehovah is heard speaking to his perfect servant through his prophet Malachi. Then Isaiah speaks of the voice of One who will follow in the prepared way.

It was the responsibility of John the Baptist, to whom the prophetic pronouncements refer, to introduce his Lord. He was content to be the messenger and the preparer of the way. He had a sense of vocation; he knew his assignment; he knew his message. He also recognized the authority that God had invested in him. The Lord was going to say that none would be greater prophet than he, Luke 7:28, but yet he confessed himself unworthy to serve his Lord even in the capacity of the least of slaves.

Now Mark turns to the Servant himself. He has already recognized Him as the Son of God, 1.1, and presents Him as Lord, the powerful and the beloved, 1.3, 7,11. Divine, satanic and human attention was focused upon Him. The Spirit rested upon Him, identifying Him with divine activity, 1.10. The Father acclaimed Him, declaring holy complacency, 1.11. The devil attacked Him, emphasizing His completely sinless character, 1.13. The disciples recognized him, accusing his lordship, 1.20.

We read in a tight sequence of three specific miracles and a summary of several others at the close of a Sabbath day. In casting out the devil, the Lord manifested His authority over evil. In curing the fever he gave evidence of his authority over the disease. In healing the leper, He applied His authority over impurity.

Thus Mark traces written pictures of the many and varied activities of the perfect Servant of God. His ministry was effective and widespread, for "they came to him from everywhere", 1.45.
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Chapter 2

Conversions and Controversies
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Capernaum figured heavily in the previous chapter, and again the house is the scene of a miracle. The narrative makes this house the central point of attention, 2.1 to 12. It was the house of interest; "it was heard that he was in the house," and "he preached the word unto them." There was an interruption that led first to the forgiveness of the sins of the disabled man that four friends lowered in faith through the roof, and then the restoration of his strength. And, it was also the house of blessing. Inasmuch as God was glorified by the astonished observers, it was the house of praise and testimony, 2.12. We can offer no more beautiful prayer to God than the request that our own homes have the spiritual characteristics of that house.

God's grace in election is seen in the conversion of Levi. The consequences were far-reaching, for this man was none other than Matthew, apostle and also writer of the Gospel.

In the rest of the Chapter two criticisms are formulated. In answer to the question why His disciples did not fast, the Lord answered in such a way as to highlight the contrast between legalistic conformity and the liberating grace that God has revealed in Himself. Not only this, but the truth He revealed could not be put as a patch over the old garment of Judaism, but was a new garment of holiness; see Philippians 3.3. The old garments represented Judaism. The new wine of the gospel could not be kept in that kind of wineskin, but brought the experience of "the glorious liberty wherewith Christ hath set us free," Galatians 5.1. Thus, the perfect Lord taught true freedom.

The criticism about the gleanings on the Sabbath day by the disciples received from the Lord an answer that placed the law in its proper perspective in relation to the lordship of Christ, even above the traditions under which the Pharisees had placed themselves in bondage: 2.23 to 38. The recognition of the lordship of Christ in all matters will solve the problems that arise from day to day.
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