

WORLD’S

GREATEST

INFLUENCER

––––––––
[image: image]


Peter Tonna

[image: image]

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without express written permission of the author. It is illegal to copy this book, post it to a website, or distribute it by any other means without permission.

––––––––
[image: image]


The author has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet Websites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

––––––––
[image: image]


Scripture quotations taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV® (unless otherwise stated) Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide

––––––––
[image: image]


ISBN: 978-0-6450264-0-5 (e-book)

ISBN: 978-0-6450264-6-7 (Paperback)

Copyright © 2023 Peter Tonna

A literary work of Poete Books

poetebooks@gmail.com

www.poete.com.au/books

Contents

INTRODUCTION

WHO IS JESUS?

WOMEN

SLAVERY

RACISM

POLITICS

ETHICS AND MORALITY

LOVE

RELIGION

THE IMPACT

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

INTRODUCTION

[image: image]


In this media-fuelled, tech savvy world we live in, social media influencers have much sway over how their followers think and act. However, it’s only a matter of time before these modern-day influencers have had their time in the sun, and their persuasive power begins to wane because they are no longer ‘cool’ or relevant. Then will step up a new batch of modern-day, relevant and in-touch influencers. As the years go on, the cycle repeats. Many years from now, today’s influencers will most likely not be given a second thought unless they have contributed to the world in some significant and lasting way.

One influencer has managed to stay relevant in every age since He came on the scene. In fact, His popularity keeps increasing even though He hasn’t physically been around for about 2,000 years. Quite impressive, considering there was no communicative technology, social media or World Wide Web in His day. There was no television or viral ad campaigns. He lived a somewhat quiet life, yet His teachings and His way of life somehow strike a chord with billions of people throughout the world. That person is Jesus.

It’s relatively easy in today’s technologically advanced and well-connected world for someone to become a worldwide presence, even in a matter of minutes. The popularity of social media platforms is ever-increasing, with many becoming addicted. Hunger for more entertainment encourages modern-day influencers to create endless content for their fans to feast on, attracting more clicks, likes and views. So how did Jesus gain popularity? Well, Jesus lived at just the right time in history; in fact, the era He lived in was the first time the world became connected. When I say the world, I’m referring to the known world at that time, which included modern-day Northern Africa, Asia Minor, Europe and the Middle East.

Prior to Jesus’ birth, upheavals and conflict were constant. By the time He was born, the world was at relative peace, called Pax Romana, the peace that existed between nationalities and ethnic groups within the Roman Empire. Imperial Roman rule began in approximately 31 BC, and the Romans were a military powerhouse. They had few rivals who could match their might, and there would be no threat to the empire for a considerable time. That meant peace would reign for decades, meaning that Jesus’ message and influence would be unhindered by conflicts and wars. Prior to the Roman Empire taking control, a common trade language was introduced as a result of the conquests of Alexander the Great that had spread throughout the known world. That language was Greek, also known as Koine Greek, and was systematically used to make communication possible between people who did not share a native language or dialect. That meant everyone could communicate, no matter where they were from within the empire. This common language remained in use throughout Jesus’ life. Another factor of the well-connected landscape at that time was travelling from place to place and town to town. This movement was made easier by the Romans’ relentless desire for expansion. Always looking for ways to improve the movement of goods, food and soldiers, they built roads throughout the empire. This meant Jesus and His followers could travel from place to place, on foot, to communicate their message. Jesus’ birth was at the right time in history; all these aspects were in place, peace, a common language and infrastructure. This aided not only His reach within society but also His followers’ ability to continue the teachings of Jesus well after His death.

Today, there is confusion about what Jesus and His disciples taught. Followers of Jesus should mirror the life of Jesus, but in many instances, they aren’t the best examples of Jesus’ teachings and way of life. So, what is the truth about Jesus, and how can we know for certain what Jesus actually taught and spoke? There are eyewitness accounts as recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in the New Testament, but even after reading these texts, some may still be unsure of what Jesus and His followers meant. The Bible must be read in context. Some biblical texts are easy enough to understand, while others contain profound insights that are better understood with further research.

There is misunderstanding and confusion surrounding the meaning of specific terms and words. These can be difficult to translate to English from the original language in which the Bible was written. The original biblical texts were written in Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic. When transposed to English, certain phrases and words are lost in translation. An example would be the English word ‘love’. Love is the only word in English we have for love. However, in Greek, there are four forms of the word love: eros, which means romantic love; philia, which means brotherly or platonic love; storge, which means parental love; and agape, which means unconditional, ‘God-like’ love. This is where an in-depth understanding of the biblical texts is helpful, as the deeper meaning of a text can be overlooked.

The reason I’ve written this book is to shed light on Jesus’ teachings and clarify certain passages. I’ve chosen several topics that relate to our world today as much as they did 2,000 years ago. I’ll focus on the life of Jesus and His teachings surrounding these topics. I’ll illustrate the true intent of His message with biblical New Testament texts written by the eyewitnesses of Jesus or those who had close fellowship with an eyewitness. You may ask, how can we be certain that what was written 2,000 years ago is accurate? Well, the New Testament texts were well preserved. They have been copied generation after generation since the beginning of the second century. Today, we have over 5,800 Greek manuscripts and approximately 20,000 if you consider other languages, with more copies being found as time goes on.[1] These copies are almost identical. The erroneous parts are incredibly minute and relate to spelling and grammatical differences that most likely occurred when the scribes got a little lazy-eyed. Not one error impacts the main message of Jesus’ teachings in any way. This means the Bible that we have today is what was written over 2,000 years ago. So, regardless of your opinion of the text’s divine inspiration, the evidence leans heavily towards the New Testament being a precise historical narrative account, especially of Jesus’ life and teachings.

Despite popular belief, the Bible was not compiled by the Catholic Church, Emperor Constantine or a group of men that convened at the Council of Nicaea in the fourth century. If anything, the Council of Nicaea just ‘rubber stamped’ texts that were already considered the Bible. The biblical texts existed well before any Christian religious institution began. The books that we have in the Bible today were known and accepted as the authoritative holy texts in the known world within a century of Jesus’ death. The biblical texts were very well known, which acted as a safeguard against anyone adding or subtracting to them, which would have been confronted and prevented at the time. The Gospels and certain New Testament books were written within decades of Jesus’ death, not hundreds of years after, as is commonly assumed. Compare this with other ancient documents throughout history: no other writing has been performed so soon after a person’s death.[2] The fact that the Gospels were written so close to the life of Jesus gives credibility to the accuracy of the eyewitness accounts, as most of the eyewitnesses were still alive to affirm their accounts (1 Corinthians 15:5–7). This is just some of the evidence that lends credibility to the biblical texts.

Another question that is raised is how can we be certain Jesus existed? The simple answer to that is, He absolutely existed. More will be said about this in the first chapter, Who is Jesus?

For the record, I do believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God who gave His life for the sins of the world. Considering that the evidence supports Jesus’ existence, you, too, will have to wrestle with who Jesus is. The options are few when considering who Jesus is: He is either the Lord, a fraudster or a madman. Many accept Jesus as a good teacher and nothing more. However, this is not a reasonable option because the biblical texts state that He claimed Lordship, that He claimed to be the Son of God. If you don’t accept His claims to Lordship, then you are essentially labelling Him a liar and an impostor, meaning, He can’t be a ‘good’ teacher.

Many will say that they accept some quotes of the Bible and not all, such as accepting Jesus’ teaching about love but excluding His references to sin. But to cherry-pick the texts you like and disregard the texts you don’t like is most likely based on a personal bias. To do such a thing would be intellectually dishonest. You either accept all of the biblical text, or you reject all of it. The one thing it can’t be is partially true. If you would like to delve into the evidence supporting the biblical texts and the person of Jesus, His claims and His life, I recommend these books: The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel (1990) and Cold-Case Christianity by J. Warner Wallace (2020).

Jesus is both divine and human. I know this can be a struggle for our finite minds to grasp. I elaborate on this a little in the following chapter. The main focus of this book is on Jesus the man and His humanity. What I’ve written isn’t a comprehensive examination of the life and teachings of Jesus. Rather, it is an insight into certain biblical texts and moments in Jesus’ life to clarify and explain the deeper meaning of His life and teachings in what might otherwise be overlooked or misunderstood. I’ll also be looking at the legacy He left for His followers and the world. The chapters in this book cover topics that confront us in our society today.

For those familiar with the Bible, you will notice I didn’t take any textual references from the Old Testament. This is because Jesus didn’t live in that time. Although there are prophetic references to Jesus in the Old Testament, His life and teaching begin in and continue throughout the New Testament. Some may point out certain texts from the Old Testament relating to some of the topics I’ve written about, but the Old Testament is a totally different type of literature that requires interpretation on its own. Briefly, the Old Testament is a historical account of the people of Israel. The customs and what some might call obscure guidelines were written for the Theocracy of Israel. They were meant for a certain time, culture and people, a group who were extremely susceptible to outside influences that easily led them astray. To explain the biblical texts from the Old Testament would require a whole other book written on those topics. That’s not what this book is about; it’s about focusing on the life and teachings of Jesus, which is from where followers of Jesus, Christians, get their morality and guidance.

Some might say that the God of the Old Testament seems angry and mean, and this characterisation contradicts the God of the New Testament, who comes across as more loving, as revealed through Jesus. This is not true. Granted, God does seem to pass more judgement in the Old Testament; however, He is actually very loving, compassionate and patient with people. The way God treated people in the Old Testament times is different from the New Testament times. This change is because God responds to the extent humanity developed faith. As recorded in the Old Testament, the people, especially those who claimed to be followers of God, were easily led astray into atrocious acts of evil, such as child sacrifice. Hence God’s drastic actions. By New Testament times, the people weren’t so easily led astray. The way God dealt with humanity in Old Testament times is how a teacher would teach a child in our modern world. For instance, a teacher teaching a child from the years five to sixteen won’t apply the same level of instruction year after year. Rather, as the child gains knowledge and understanding, more in-depth knowledge will be imparted.

The social environment Jesus lived in was staunchly patriarchal and full of sexism. To be honest, it would have been a terrible time to be a woman. Racism was intense between ethnicities and religious groups. Inequality stemmed from wealth and ability. It was a misguided moral society that taught if you do ‘good’ to me, I’ll do ‘good’ to you. A love for others that extended only as far as likeness: if we have the same ethnicity, culture and belief, then I accept and love you. Money ruled that society and corrupted the ruling political and religious elites. Religion became a tool to control the masses, a belief and faith void of heart and compassion. It was a time of tense political movements that wanted to control people and land. You know, as I’m writing this, it sounds like I’m not only writing about 2,000 years ago but about our world today! The teachings and example of Jesus’ life ought to inspire a change of heart and mind, to create better societies and to create a better world. Unfortunately, Jesus’ way of life goes largely overlooked these days. The mistreatment of others, conflicts, gender inequality and wars continue to rage on. In some areas, they are only increasing as time goes by. No matter what your belief, or if you have none, if you want to know with more certainty what Jesus has to say about the chapter topics, read on.

This book is meant to be read with a Bible on hand if you wish to look up the biblical stories and references that I haven’t quoted directly. The version I use is the New International Version. If you don’t have a physical Bible, you can access it online for free at https://www.biblegateway.com/. Alternatively, you can download the Bible app for free by typing ‘bible’ into the App Store or via the website https://www.bible.com/app.

Before I finish this introduction, I’d like to tell you a true story to give you an idea of the influence that Jesus has in the world. The story of the Christmas Truce happened during World War I. During the ravages of arguably the most horrific war the world has ever seen, labelled the war to end all wars, Jesus brought peace between enemies, even if only for a few days. In 1914, a large section of the Western Front fell silent for several days. About 100,000 soldiers laid down their weapons, came out of
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