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      Embark on a journey with J. R. Rogue, three-time Goodreads Choice Award-nominated poet, in her latest collection, Hope in the Unknowing, the second book in the Echos of Hope series. Containing verses that embrace life’s uncertainty while offering readers solace and strength, this collection weaves a tapestry of hope around themes of resilience, courage, and the beauty of embracing the unknown. Let these words be your companion on the journey towards brighter tomorrows.

      

      Although much of Rogue’s work is self-confessional, the Echos of Hope series comprises custom poems that J. R. Rogue has written for readers.

    

  


  
    
      For my steadfast readers. I do this for you.
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      how many find this luck?

      crossed paths

      & crossed fingers behind backs⁠—

      within & wondering

      

      how many find their person

      in the seas of shoulds⁠—

      wandering, wondering, waiting?

      

      I could not be tied down

      to an unconventional love

      I could not be bound to another man

      

      there is no other hand I want

      pressed to my own pulsing palm

      

      how many find their souls

      other half

      in eyes they meet

      every morning, every night,

      every in-between?

      

      these transitions,

      these emotional miles we have

      traveled have been worth it

      

      the way you laugh,

      the way you pull one

      from me on my darkest days

      

      how could we have found

      ourselves anywhere but here?

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DECIDED ON FOREVER

          

        

      

    

    
      whatever distance lies

      cannot tear us apart

      

      we build on the miles,

      stretch our hearts

      

      these words we share travel,

      grow,

      take flight

      

      I remember the day

      we came together,

      decided on forever

      

      I remember the ice in the air,

      the warmth in our clasped hands

      

      I feel you when I let go,

      I feel your soft heart,

      reserved for me alone

      

      we’ve stretched our hearts,

      we’ve decided on forever

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            VIBRANT CHESTS

          

        

      

    

    
      & who's to say we should not feel so much?

      feel the burning of this world & all

      the anger spilling forth?

      they don't know us, the empaths,

      the manic & sorrow filled

      

      we must remember to let the fire in, too⁠—

      the love & bright blessings

      the abundant autumns & sweet,

      sweet love meant for us

      

      who's to say we should not feel so much?

      so much awe at all we are able to endure

      all we are able to breathe out, pull in

      

      they don't know us, the deep caverns inside,

      the hushed offerings we hold close

      in our vibrant chests

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            YOU WERE MEANT FOR THIS

          

        

      

    

    
      you were meant for this⁠—

      building souls, worlds,

      pulling them from your bones,

      painting them on the page

      

      there is a calling,

      a whisper

      we cannot ignore the pull

      

      we were meant for this,

      touching souls, entering

      worlds & homes of those who

      devour our prose

      

      they watch us pulling pain

      from our bones,

      painting our history on the page

      

      you were meant for this

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            WILL NOT FALTER

          

        

      

    

    
      the cold couldn’t contain us,

      drive away our sweet spring

      pleasure of the day

      

      it was in our hearts,

      in our eyes,

      in the hands of every loved one

      who celebrated our joining⁠—

      our union

      

      plans go wrong,

      plans crumble,

      but we shall endure it all

      

      I love to feel the breeze

      on our faces,

      the way the outdoors whispers to us

      

      the world may change,

      but what we have will not falter

      the world cannot contain us

      

      these bodies we live in

      cannot contain our love,

      our soul’s bond
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