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This third book in the ‘Panic’ series is dedicated to all those who work together during the holidays to help make the season just that bit more enjoyable for others who are not so fortunate. School teachers, children, their families, and pets all deserve recognition.
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Loretta had been counting down the days until the winter vacation. Her school was putting on a special holiday program for the local orphanage and Loretta’s class had been asked to help.
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After lots of meetings with Mrs. Archer, their teacher, it had been agreed that they would turn the classroom into a make-believe North Pole, with icebergs, polar bears, winter elves, and a sleigh for the toys that had been donated for the children at the orphanage.
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Farmer Stacy had promised Mrs. Archer that he would provide an old wagon for the sleigh, and he agreed to pretend to be St. Nicholas; but they would need to find their own reindeer. He told her that he felt honored that he would be the one to sit in the sleigh and help hand out the gifts.
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Loretta’s class had been working hard all week turning their classroom into the North Pole. Cardboard boxes were covered with glossy white wrapping paper and piled on top of each other to look like icebergs, and there was a lot of white glitter scattered everywhere to represent sparkling, new fallen snow. A few of Loretta’s friends had brought some of their own soft toys and these were going to be the polar bears and penguins, while others were making their own elf costumes at home with the help of their families.
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It was the day before the show and the whole class was busy. Farmer Stacy’s wagon was getting painted red, gold, and black, and there was a space at the back for the large burlap sack that Mr. Stacey donated for the toys. Even Gloucester, Loretta’s Weimaraner pup was kept busy helping to carry paint brushes. If some of the paint dripped onto Gloucester’s silver coat, it didn’t seem to matter.
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Now, you and I know that Farmer Stacy was not really St. Nicholas, but then this was not really the North Pole either. However, with a lot of white paper, glitter, and brightly colored paint, their classroom was going to be transformed, for a short time, into the best North Pole ever!

The largest toy reindeer the school could find had been ordered and everyone was waiting anxiously for the delivery. All week long, children and parents had been bringing presents for the sleigh and Loretta and her classmates had been sorting them out so that each child from the orphanage would get their own special toy. Gloucester was watching all the activity and trying not to get in the way, while Loretta pointed to where the reindeer should stand.

“I hope that reindeer gets here soon,” whispered Loretta to her friend Sofia. “A sleigh has to have a reindeer. Where can it
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