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This book is dedicated to all the believers yet on
earth who hold to God’s promise at Romans 8:28,

“And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose.”
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INTRODUCTION

God’s Letters:
To Philemon And To The Colossians is the eighth book in the series
titled, “The Word of God Library.” God is leading His servant to
have a few commentaries published, which are the result of more
than 39 years of study, combined with practical experience; but
more importantly, of walking with God. And while these commentaries
are expository in nature (that is, explained in some detail), they
are still intended to be devotional, heartwarming, and as practical
as possible, to help believers live out their faith in these last
days of the present age.

This particular book has been divided into
two Sections. In Section 1, which covers God’s Letter To Philemon,
there is only one chapter. Then in Section 2, which covers God’s
Letter To The Colossians, there are four chapters. And the reason
that we started with God’s Letter To Philemon first is due to the
fact that it was given by God before His letter to the Colossians.
There is also information in God’s letter to Philemon that we need
to know in order to have a fuller understanding of God’s letter to
the Colossians, which is also why these two letters from God were
included in one book.

And please note that the Bible text is also
included as part of the book and is the only text shown in bold.
The sections of the Bible text being commented on begin with a
brief synopsis, which I have provided and is in italics. What
should also be kept in mind is that whenever the Bible translators
translated from the original Greek into English and added a word in
the Biblical text for clarity, that word has also been shown in
italics.

Then we are to also note that there is an
Addenda with five sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline
of the four ages of time, for any reading the book who might not be
familiar with this information. Then in Addendum B, there is a
brief outline of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of
God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any who may not be familiar
with this information either. In Addendum C, we have information on
the significance of the Names that God The Father gave His Son in
time, namely, “Lord,” “Jesus,” and “Christ,” which is information
that is very important to know. And then in Addendum D, we have
some very important information regarding God’s new creation in
time. Then in Addendum E, we have a presentation of the gospel,
which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding His
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any readers who might not yet have
that vital personal relationship with God through faith in His Son.
It is highly recommended that one start with the Addenda and read
Addendum A and B before one begins to read the book. Addendum C
only needs to be read when one reaches Colossians 1:3 in the book,
while Addendum D only needs to be read when one reaches Colossians
1:18 in the book.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction, since we are all somewhat curious by nature, is
that after completing 21 years of formal education and then
spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and
Management in the Corporate offices of a large utility, God called
His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999 and
then sent him out more than two thousand miles, away from family
and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where
His servant has been and is still serving Him as evangelist,
author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted
children, all now married with a family of their own.

Unfortunately, due to costs and changing
technology, my two websites are no longer in service. In order to
access my books, please write “Roger Henri Trepanier, books” in any
search engine and it should give multiple links to my books, which
at present number forty seven published works, all available in
print and as an eBook for any eReaders from any publisher
worldwide. Please note that I am not on any social media sites.

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to your every
need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor,
and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.







SECTION 1

God’s
Letter To Philemon







CHAPTER ONE

Philemon 1:1-25

Philemon 1:1-3, Introductory greeting and
remarks from God

As we begin God’s letter to Philemon, we note
that God opens with a salutation and remarks as we see from verses
1:1-3, “[1] Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother, To Philemon our beloved brother and fellow worker, [2]
and to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier,
and to the church in your house: [3] Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” As we read
this, we notice that God has the apostle Paul in His service as His
vessel on earth to write this letter down and then have it sent to
a man named “Philemon.” Then the second thing we notice is that the
apostle Paul is writing down this letter as “a prisoner” in a
prison somewhere in the Roman empire, with that ‘somewhere’ not
being made known to us here, although it was likely in a prison in
Rome itself. That the apostle Paul was a prisoner here is also
clear from his being led of God to later make reference to his
actually being a “prisoner“ at Philemon 1:9 and to speak of his
“imprisonment” at Philemon 1:10,13.

Then we also note that “Timothy our brother”
is mentioned here, which immediately raises the question of ‘why?’
In other words, why is Timothy mentioned here at all, since we see
later on in this letter that Timothy was not at this time with the
apostle Paul, noting what we read at Philemon 1:23,24, [23]
Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, [24] as
do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers.” From what we
read here, “Epaphras” was at that time a “fellow prisoner” with the
apostle Paul, most likely in the same prison, while the others
mentioned here, namely “Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke,” are
identified as the apostle Paul’s “fellow workers,” which meant they
were at that time with him, wherever he was imprisoned, but not
themselves in prison, being free to carry on the work outside of
the prison, as God directed the apostle Paul to direct them. But
let us notice that there is no mention of Timothy here, which God
would have mentioned if he had been there with the apostle Paul, as
we see for instance that God did at Romans 16:21, “Timothy my
fellow worker greets you, and so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater,
my kinsmen.”

The mention of a co-worker in the salutation
would also ordinarily mean that one was with the apostle Paul, when
he was sent by God to preach the gospel in that particular place,
which then led to God saving some precious souls through that
witness, which further resulted in a local church being established
there. However, in this particular case, the apostle Paul was not
the one who was sent to preach the gospel at Colossae, which we
will later learn in this letter was through a man named “Epaphras,”
which again means that this was not the reason why Timothy would be
mentioned here.

A third possibility would have been for
Timothy to actually be mentioned in the salutation because he had
been the one being sent by the apostle Paul to bring this letter to
Philemon. However, there is no indication whatsoever in the text of
this letter to Philemon that Timothy was the carrier. So the only
conclusion that can be reached at this point is that when God is
silent, in terms of not giving us full disclosure to questions
which leave us hanging, it is always best to simply say, “we do not
know,’ and move on, as we have no warrant for forming an opinion
that is without sufficient Scriptural ground.

In continuing on in this letter from God, we
then see at verses 1:1,2 that God addresses this letter to a man
named, “Philemon… and to the church in your house,” which would
simply have been where the believers in that locality were meeting
as a local church; further being told here that Philemon was a
“beloved brother and fellow worker” in the sight of the apostle
Paul. Based on what we are further told at Philemon 1:19, namely
that the apostle Paul is led of God to there say to Philemon, “…not
to mention to you that you owe to me even your own self as well,”
would appear to indicate that Philemon was actually led to faith in
God through the gospel ministry of the apostle Paul. We will have
more to say on this later in this letter.

We then see from Philemon 1:2 that God goes
on to mention “Apphia our sister,” and also “Archippus our fellow
soldier,” as being the others, along with Philemon, to whom God
addresses this letter to by name. What is very important to notice
is that “Apphia” is only mentioned here in God’s word, and is most
likely Philemon’s wife; while “Archippus” is most likely the other
elder, along with Philemon, as being the leadership raised of God
over this particular local church. As to “Archippus,” we note that
he is also mentioned by God in His letter to the Colossians, at
Colossians 4:17, noting what we there read, “Say to Archippus,
"Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord,
that you may fulfill it." “ We will deal with this further
information given on Archippus when we come to God’s letter to the
Colossians in the second section of the book, now only needing to
note that he had clearly been called to ministry by God.

What we do need to further mention about
Archippus at this time is that he was most likely the more senior
elder, being referred to here by the apostle Paul as a “fellow
soldier,” while Philemon was only referred to as a “fellow worker.”
The term “fellow worker” is one word in the original Greek – in
which this letter came to be given to mankind, including the whole
of the New Testament – that being “Sunergos,” in reference to one
who labors alongside in the work; while the term “fellow soldier’
is also one word in the original Greek, which is “Sustratiotes;” as
one who conflicts or battles alongside. And so, there is a
difference to be observed here between a soldier and worker, which
is why it was stated that Archippus was more than likely an older
man than Philemon, since he had likely been a believer for a longer
time than Philemon, with the only reason that the letter was
addressed to Philemon here being due to the fact that it was his
runaway slave, Onesimus, that forms the occasion for God sending
this letter in the first place, as we will see shortly!

At Philemon 1:3, God closes His salutation by
having the apostle Paul write, “Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” God is very much aware what
these believers here needed most, in order for His work to be
carried out in that location, which was His grace and His peace,
since all that takes place after salvation can only be done by God
in us and through us, which is always by having God The Father work
by His grace, that is, by His unmerited favor, through His Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit in us.

Since all believers have made peace with God
at the moment of salvation, which never needs repeating, this means
that the peace in view here would be ‘the peace of God,’ which
comes from God The Father through His Son by The Holy Spirit to our
spirit when we are walking with God by His righteousness, that is,
by His imparted life, which will automatically be the case when we
are walking with God with no known unconfessed sins in our lives!
We will have much more to say about God’s imparted life that He
gives for us to live by after salvation when we come to God’s
letter to the Colossians in the second section of the book.

Philemon 1:4-9, God establishes a basis for
Paul’s pending plea to Philemon on behalf of Onesimus

We then note from verses 1:4-9 that God gives
a basis for Paul’s pending plea to Philemon on behalf of a man
named, “Onesimus,” as we now read, “[4] I thank my God always,
making mention of you in my prayers, [5] because I hear of
your love and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and
toward all the saints; [6] and I pray that the fellowship of
your faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good
thing which is in you for Christ's sake. [7] For I have come
to have much joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of
the saints have been refreshed through you, brother. [8]
Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to order
you to do what is proper, [9] yet for love's sake I rather
appeal to you — since I am such a person as Paul, the aged, and now
also a prisoner of Christ Jesus — .” What we are to see here is
that God is about to ask a special request of Philemon through the
apostle Paul, but before doing so, He now prepares the ground by
having the apostle Paul write what we have just read.

The first thing that God commends here is the
fact that Philemon was the cause of thanksgiving to God every time
the apostle thought of him in prayer, with that cause for
thanksgiving being due to the fact that Philemon’s love and faith
in God was such that “the hearts of the saints (that is, believers)
have been refreshed through” him. This of course brought “much joy
and comfort” to the apostle Paul, since as we have noted already,
Philemon would have been one of his children in the faith, in terms
of having been personally led to faith in God through his God-given
gospel ministry. Such fruit from one’s labor is always a great
source of encouragement, especially in seeing such believers
continue growing in the faith by walking with God daily, as
Philemon was obviously doing.

God then directs the apostle Paul at verse
1:6 to now start to deal directly with the request that is coming,
when God says through him, “I pray that the fellowship of your
faith may become effective through the knowledge of every good
thing which is in you for Christ's sake.” In other words, God
points out through Paul here that Philemon’s faith should have
grown by now to the point of His being aware of what God’s will is
when it is made known to him, as will be the case in a moment.
Since Philemon is indeed walking with God, then there should be
good works being seen from his life already, which would be
accomplished through the carrying out of God’s will, once it is
known, and that for his blessing and for God’s glory!

Then we see that the apostle Paul mentions at
verse 1:8,9 that he knows he has God’s authority to order Philemon
to do what he is about to be asked to do; yet instead of doing
that, he would rather appeal to him on the basis of love, that is,
in having Philemon respond to the request on the basis of the love
of God, which has been poured into his heart at the moment of his
salvation (noting Romans 5:5 with 1 John 4:7), which should then
continue to flow out toward others after salvation. The apostle
Paul is then led of God to close the preliminary ground for the
appeal by mentioning to Philemon that he is not only old now, but
also a literal prisoner for the furtherance of God’s work, as also
a disciple of Christ Jesus, which is to be seen as not only a word
of testimony, as well as a disclosure, but also a spur to Philemon
to also go on to spiritual maturity himself and finish well the
work that God began in him at salvation!

Philemon 1:10-21, God’s request to Philemon
through the apostle Paul on behalf of Onesimus, which is also the
basis for this letter from God being given In the first place

And now, from Philemon 1:10-21 we have the
basis for why this letter was given by God to Philemon through the
apostle Paul, which was in order to make a plea on behalf of
Onesimus, as is now clear from what we read here, “[10] I appeal
to you for my child Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my
imprisonment, [11] who formerly was useless to you, but now
is useful both to you and to me. [12] I have sent him back
to you in person, that is, sending my very heart, [13] whom
I wished to keep with me, so that on your behalf he might minister
to me in my imprisonment for the gospel; [14] but without
your consent I did not want to do anything, so that your goodness
would not be, in effect, by compulsion but of your own free
will. [15] For perhaps he was for this reason separated from
you for a while, that you would have him back forever, [16]
no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother,
especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and
in the Lord. [17] If then you regard me a partner, accept
him as you would me. [18] But if he has wronged you in any
way or owes you anything, charge that to my account; [19] I,
Paul, am writing this with my own hand, I will repay it (not to
mention to you that you owe to me even your own self as well).
[20] Yes, brother, let me benefit from you in the Lord; refresh
my heart in Christ. [21] Having confidence in your
obedience, I write to you, since I know that you will do even more
than what I say.”

And so we see that the apostle Paul is led of
God to begin the appeal to Philemon on behalf of Onesimus, due to
the fact that Onesimus had now become a child of God through
salvation, which was a work of God’s grace while the apostle Paul
was actually imprisoned as a prisoner in a jail, which we said was
likely in Rome itself. We see from verse 1:16 here that Onesimus
was a slave who belonged to Philemon. The word “slave” here is
“Doulos” in the original, and while the word at times simply refers
to a servant; here it does refer to one who was a slave. We need to
remember that this is in the first century AD here, with
Christianity only beginning to permeate the prevailing culture,
where slavery was common, even for believers, as we see was the
case with Philemon and his slave, Onesimus.

We further note that the apostle Paul is led
of God to mention to Philemon that as a slave yet in unbelief,
Onesimus was “useless” to his master, but now as a willing servant
to Philemon due to being a believer, he would be “useful” to him.
The word “useless” is “Achresto” in the original and refers to one
who is unprofitable or not worth much in service; while the word
“useful” is “Euchrestos” in the original and has the opposite
meaning, in terms of one being profitable and useful in service.
And what is interesting to note here is that the name “Onesimus” is
“Onesimos” in the original, meaning profitable, useful. And so we
see God use words here which is a play on Onesimus’ name, which is
certainly not a coincidence!

What is also important to note in this regard
is that Onesimus had ran away from his duties to Philemon as a
slave, and by the Providence of God, he had found his way to where
the apostle Paul was imprisoned; and there by the grace of God came
to believe, when he was presented the gospel relating to God’s Son
(noting 1 Corinthians 15:1-4). The apostle Paul wanted to keep him
with him there, no doubt to see him established in the faith, and
also as he says at verse 1:13, “so that on your behalf he might
minister to me in my imprisonment…,” which Onesimus would have done
by serving the apostle Paul willingly out of love for him, as the
other co-workers there with the apostle Paul were doing, who were
not imprisoned.

But the apostle Paul knew that we must always
do the right thing as believers, which meant that he could not keep
Onesimus there with him, but would have to send him back to
Philemon, for while Onesimus might have been willing to remain to
serve the apostle Paul instead of Philemon, nevertheless, Onesimus
was still a runaway slave, and this situation had to be made right
between Onesimus and Philemon. So it is important to see that the
core of the appeal here is for Philemon to take Onesimus back, not
as a slave, but as a brother, in willing service to him, which the
apostle Paul is led of God to express in these words at verses
1:15-17, “[15] For perhaps he was for this reason separated from
you for a while, that you would have him back forever, [16] no
longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother,
especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and
in the Lord. [17] If then you regard me a partner, accept him as
you would me.”

The apostle Paul, as led of God – since this
is God’s word and not man’s – wanted Philemon to be acting freely
as a believer here, as we see at verse 1:14, and not be as one
under compulsion, in terms of feeling that he was being forced to
take Onesimus back. After all, this was the basis for the fairly
long preliminary preparation for the appeal, which we have seen
being given by God at verses 1:4-9, in terms of wanting him to
respond positively to the appeal, once it was given.

As we then see from what the apostle Paul is
led to say at verses 1:18-21, as he closes the appeal to Philemon,
he is even willing to make right or pay “if he (Onesimus) has
wronged you in any way or owes you anything.” We can see here that
Onesimus, because he was now a believer, had become very dear to
the apostle Paul, and since he was now a child of God, and
therefore part of God’s family, it would be inconsistent for one
claiming to be a believer to not love one who was a child of God,
noting what God says at 1 John 5:1, “Whoever believes that Jesus is
the Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the
child born of Him (spiritually at salvation, when The Holy Spirit
comes to indwell one’s spirit).” This is now how the apostle Paul
is led of God to close the appeal at verses 1:18-21, by Philemon
viewing Onesimus the same as he views him, and as God now wants him
to also. The apostle Paul is even led to mention that this letter
was written down by his own hand, as proof to Philemon that he is
serious in his willingness to see things made right between the two
of them.

The apostle Paul reminds Philemon at verse 19
that he is one who came to know God through his gospel ministry,
same as what had just happened with Onesimus. So since Philemon
owes the apostle Paul his “own self as well,” then the apostle
Paul, and God, expect him to respond to the appeal positively and
to accept Onesimus as a brother, no longer as a slave, but as a
willing servant in The Lord. The apostle Paul even has the
confidence that Philemon will go above and beyond what he has been
appealed to do. One such action, for instance, would be for
Philemon to free Onesimus from his service to him and to send him
back to the apostle Paul, to be one of his co-workers, ministering
to him there on behalf of Philemon.

In fact, we are to see from the further
information that God gives us at Colossians 4:7-9 that this appears
to be exactly what did happen after Onesimus was sent back to
Philemon, and the two had indeed been reconciled now as brothers in
The Lord, with Philemon then allowing Onesimus to return to the
service of the apostle Paul as a free man, noting what God there
writes to the believers at Colossae through the apostle Paul, “[7]
As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our beloved brother and faithful
servant and fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring you
information. [8] For I have sent him to you for this very purpose,
that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage
your hearts; [9] and with him Onesimus, our faithful and beloved
brother, who is one of your number. They will inform you about the
whole situation here.”

And so, based on what God mentions here at
Colossians 4:9, namely that “Onesimus… is one of your number,”
would therefore indicate that Onesimus was from Colossae; and since
he had been the slave of Philemon, this therefore means that
Philemon, and the church in his house, must also be at Colossae!
And this would of course be the reason why God’s letter to Philemon
was included as part of God’s letter to the believers at Colossae
in this book! And before returning to God’s letter to Philemon, we
also need to note that we will later learn in looking at God’s
letter to the Colossians in section 2 that the apostle Paul was
never at Colossae, where Philemon was, which would mean that
Philemon had to have been saved through the apostle Paul’s ministry
in another location before making his way to Colossae to be an
elder there!

Philemon 1:22, The apostle Paul’s confident
expectation of being set free from his imprisonment

Then in returning to God’s letter to
Philemon, we note at verse 1:22 what God leads the apostle Paul to
say to Philemon, “At the same time also prepare me a lodging,
for I hope that through your prayers I will be given to you.”
It is very important that we realize that this was not just idle
talk coming from the apostle Paul here, in terms of being set free
from prison. Since this is God’s letter to Philemon, then God would
not have led the apostle Paul to write about his being set free
unless it was something that God was intending to do, which was to
set his servant free from imprisonment!

We are also to see here that when the apostle
Paul is led to add, “for I hope that through your prayers I will be
given to you,” that this does not contradict what we have just said
regarding God’s plan to set the apostle free from prison, for the
simple fact that all true prayer originates with God Himself! In
other words, it would be God Who would be leading a believer such
as Philemon to pray for the apostle Paul’s release from prison,
knowing that this is something that He was intending to do, only
using the means of prayer of his own children on earth to do so, as
a way of seeing them encouraged in seeing God answer prayer, and so
not only strengthening them in the faith, but also encouraging them
to pray to God for all things concerning their lives as children of
God yet on earth. Prayer to God not only shows that one has faith
in God, but also shows






cover.jpg
God's Letter To
Philemon

And

God's Letter To
The Colossians

e

. Roger Henri Trepanier





