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Before getting started, let’s review a few notes...

*Old Testament Scripture is normally taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® (NASB), copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

*New Testament Scripture is normally taken from the English Majority Text Version (EMTV). Translated by Paul Esposito. Copyright © 2011.

*British spelling is often used, except for the quoted material, which normally employs U.S. spelling.

*Divine pronouns are normally not capitalized...

*As a general rule, words that appear in brackets within quotes are not found in the original texts, and were added by the translators or are my personal comments, etc.

*     *     *


‘Wu is a treacherous fox who has brought me to this. I pray that in my future lives I shall return as a cat, and Wu will be a mouse, and then from life to life I shall tear her throat out.’ The Empress ordered that no cats henceforth should be kept in any of her palaces. — William Dalrymple (from chapter 5)

Those three silent beings were between me and the only apparent way out. With the instincts of a trapped beast, I gathered every ounce of energy I had, to fight for my life.

It looked as though those years of karate training were about to pay off. — Travis Walton (pg. 88)
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I. Deity and Rights
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A. Obscure Omens

Both the religious and the non-religious alike can easily find themselves wrestling with the question of omens. If you’re trying to decide to take that trip or not and surprisingly win a set of luggage in a raffle you forgot you entered, it’d be hard not to see that as some sort of sign. Even the non-theist might attribute this as direct guidance from ‘the universe.’ 

Given that the Bible speaks of future signs in the sun, moon, and stars (Luke 21:25), I don’t think a Christian can blow off the concept of omens/portents altogether. Yet I’m sure many of us have had the dubious experience of going way too far with such things.

After all, no Scripture commands, ‘Thou shalt hearken diligently after portents.’ It’s also doubtless that having an eager disposition for signs displaying direct guidance can lead us far from both the precepts and the will of God.

This sometimes happens in the largest of ways. That is to say, many people turn out to be false prophets unto themselves, basing the entirety of their personal theology/philosophy on little more than supposed signals from beyond. Germane to our discussion, it’s noteworthy what havoc a self-confirmed supernaturalism can play when coupled with the genre of UFOs.

For example, consider the phenomenon of hidden abductions. This is when somebody gradually suspects they are being visited in the night.

Our bodies are certainly very complex, so when something feels out of whack it’s very easy to be led down into a popular corral, whether that be Lyme disease or alien abductions. There’s great social pressure to have an ‘official’ diagnosis. In reality, it can be argued that this popular expectation is rather insulting and hazardous. 

It’s insulting because patients should never feel like they are on trial. Being given a common label is not a prerequisite to know that things aren’t right with our health. As for hazardous, this pressure to ‘prove’ every ailment via slotting into a group-chat has already brought about deleterious consequences. Specifically, more than one person has been led to believe that aliens are to blame for feeling tired and unrefreshed upon waking up.

But let’s pause there... Let’s step back and look at the forest for a moment by pondering a simple statistic about abductions. Although the figures will vary from article to article, any ballpark estimate should raise suspicion of that encouraging chat room...


In the same year as Cortile’s alleged abduction, the Roper polling organization found that 2 percent of the US’s 300 million population had been abducted by aliens. Most abductees reported multiple abductions over their lifetimes. On an average, humdrum day in the US, it follows, some 2,740 Americans are being taken aboard spaceships and examined (Lewis; from ‘Alien Abduction’)...


That was back in 1991; and that’s just one country. Why in the universe would space aliens be abducting many thousands of people every day, year after year after year? This phenomenon can’t possibly have anything to do with fleshy beings or metallic spacecraft.

And not only do the numbers make a joke of physical abductions, but obviously the same holds true with sightings in general. Take the lowest, reputable estimate you can find for UFO/UAP sightings and you’re still left with an impossible situation. Our solar system would be so clogged with visitors coming and going that it would resemble a major expressway at rush hour. But look up with a telescope; there is no traffic at all...


If the saucers come from space, why don’t we see them when they are at a great distance from the earth? Recent experience with artificial satellites has shown that even a small sphere can be detected with the naked eye at an altitude of hundreds of miles. And a simple theodolite enables an observer to detect much fainter objects. Could this mean they don’t actually come from outer space? We have no answer to this puzzle (Vallee; from chapter 5).


That brings us up to speed very quickly. The alien/UFO question is certainly more of a study of spirits—and/or ‘other dimensions’—than anything else. 

Keep that in mind when we start reviewing the material from Travis Walton and Steven Greer momentarily. For the sake of a broader start though let’s pivot and note how omens can be combined with the spiritual to quickly effect massive change...

B. The Display of Wu Zetian/Zhao

Modern ufology and ancient history have at least one thing in common: the legacies of important individuals are open to debate. Guys like Travis Walton will always divide a room. There will always be a lot of divergent opinions about what makes him tick. The same is true for many of history’s icons. 

Some people are determined to say positive things even about monsters like Mao. Moreover, the biographies of Napoleon Bonaparte or Winston Churchill—or even Nelson Mandela and Gandhi—have been presented from very different vantage points. 

Wu Zetian certainly belongs on any list of the controversial. She was a Chinese woman in the seventh century who achieved remarkable accomplishments and has also been accused of bloodthirsty tyranny. 

As for the tyranny, her rise to power was Shakespearean in scope. She was alive at the time of the Tang Dynasty; and her father—originally a ‘lumber merchant’—found his way into the fold of the elite. Upon the death of an emperor, she lived her life for a while at a temple as a Buddhist nun. Make no mistake though—nonviolence was not a part of her nature and her notion of transcendence was much more earth-bound. 

Hitting the fast forward button, she ended up a second-rank concubine of the new emperor. She proceeded to ingratiate herself to the other regal women and then removed the mask and destroyed them...


In addition to winning the emperor’s favor, Wu pleased the empress and Imperial court servants through the strategy of winning their trust by her friendliness and generosity. Court attendants were willing to report to her even the most trivial court occurrences. Empress Wang was fond of children, and Wu’s newborn daughter provided Wu an opportunity to eliminate the empress. Shortly after Empress Wang had played with the baby, Wu killed her own infant daughter and blamed the murder on Empress Wang. [Emperor] Gaozong believed this and soon dismissed his empress and promoted Wu Zhao to the position; she immediately put Wang and Xiao to death and exiled their relatives and supporters (Lee).


Even when dealing directly with the emperor, Wu would turn out to be as tough as nails...


Gaozong was afraid of Wu because of her high intelligence and skills in manipulating officials (Lee).


Not content as merely being a passive mother of the future emperor, she went on the attack and did just about anything imaginable to shore up power...


She established an informer system and appointed cruel officials to remove any opposition to her authority. These officials employed extensive torture, and many high ministers and aristocrats suffered from Wu’s repression of enemies or potential opponents. Wu also made great efforts to dispose of political rivals, having them removed from office, exiled, and executed. Zhangsun Wuji, one of her leading political opponents, was forced to commit suicide in 659 (Lee).


You’d not make the mistake of telling her to ‘smile more.’

Moving on, her husband would weaken—giving her more power—and finally die in AD 683. At first she placed her sons on the throne, but she ultimately became frustrated with the arrangement. Then she did what no one thought was possible:


During this period, Tang loyalists and Tang princes fomented several revolts, but Wu proved to be competent in quelling them. By 690, she had eliminated almost all her political rivals. Wu was displeased that her long record of successful administration stimulated any revolts, so she decided to ignore all conventions and become an emperor. In 690, she conferred upon herself the title “Holy and Divine Emperor” (Lee)...


Of course her ruthless streak didn’t abate after becoming the head honcho. Indeed, the safest place to be was as far away from her as possible...


By the end of her reign, Wu had forcibly removed no less than 80 percent of her chief ministers. ‘Frank speech was avoided,’ wrote one contemporary. ‘No one dared to oppose the imperial will or strongly demonstrate. For almost twenty years it was like this’ (Dalrymple; from chapter 5).


But how did she pull it off? If she was so cantankerous then why didn’t the people reject her self-promotion? 

She had it all figured out. As William Dalrymple explained:


Wu’s solution was as simple as it was bold: to marginalise the Confucians [who looked down on female rulers] by having herself recognised as a semi-divine Bodhisattva incarnate—effectively a Buddhist deity—who was therefore beyond all earthly criticism and whose will was an expression of Heavenly Law. This meant the Mandate of Heaven had passed to the Empress Wu neither through marriage into the ruling dynasty nor through far-sighted politicking and the ruthless elimination of her rivals, but instead by virtue of omnipotent and eternal Divine Right. This is the moment we first hear of her origin story as the daughter of a god (from chapter 5).


Not only had Confucius helped to champion an over-obsequiousness to authority, but the traditional culture also put a lot of stock into portents and omens. Wu seized upon this latter weakness to her exclusive advantage...


It was a moment...that was prefigured by prophecies and confirmed by oracles, by the miraculous discovery of holy Buddhist relics and by other celestial signs and wonders. By offering generous rewards to those who reported such signs, she ensured that many such omens were recorded, and as one chronicler put it, ‘people from all over the Empire competed with each other to inform her of auspicious omens’. Soon the Empress’s staff were busying themselves jotting down reports of ‘auspicious divine rocks’, white magpies, three-legged fowls and chickens which mysteriously changed sex into cockerels. A phoenix was reported perching on the roof of the palace (Dalrymple; from chapter 5)...


...And so on.

It’s been a long time since Western powers had a similar disposition to hearken after ostensibly divine guidance; yet Biblical eschatology boldly predicts that this modern age will end with such a deception. 

Well, having introduced the topics of nuts-and-bolts UFOs and the potential power of omens, let’s make a quick pit stop via the Scriptures before moving on and developing those themes via our alien witnesses...

C. A Holy Hermitage 

Wu started out as a Buddhist nun, displaying meekness and conformity while resident at a temple. Probably no one would have ever thought that such a monumental future was in store for her. Of course, if you were one of the unfortunate people who ran afoul of Wu, I’m sure you would have wished that her first vocation was fully embraced and perpetually lasting.

While living a life set apart, the temptation to walk away from the privation is bound to be very intense at times. It’s celebratory that the Bible does neither command nor encourage such a lifestyle. Any vows to the heavens are nearly always incredibly unwise (James 5:12). 

A godly separation is spoken of though a time or two by way of Messianic foreshadowing. For instance, God spoke the following to the Israelites in the wilderness:


The priest who is the highest among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil has been poured and who has been consecrated to wear the garments, shall not uncover his head nor tear his clothes; nor shall he approach any dead person, nor defile himself even for his father or his mother; nor shall he go out of the sanctuary nor profane the sanctuary of his God, for the consecration of the anointing oil of his God
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