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[1]“All that Christianity asks of men on this subject is that they would be consistent with themselves; that they would treat its evidences as they treat the evidence of other things; and that they would try and judge its actors and witnesses as they deal with their fellow men, when testifying to human affairs and actions, in human tribunals. The result, it is believed, will be an undoubting conviction that they are truthful witnesses.”

[5]“The Christian faith does not rest upon speculation but upon historical evidence tested by the same standards of proof that decide cases in courts of law. The verdict of history is clear: Jesus Christ rose from the dead.”

[15]“It was impossible that the apostles could have persisted in affirming the truths they had narrated, had not Jesus actually risen from the dead. For such deceit as they practiced, as impostors, was morally impossible.”

[25]“I believe the witnesses who get their throats cut.”

[46]“The evidence for the empty tomb is so strong that no one would have invented it; even the enemies of Christ admitted that the body was gone.”

[59]“The Christian story is precisely the story of one grand miracle. If you keep an open mind and follow the evidence, you will find it leads you to the Resurrection.” | [60]“When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the truth.”

[79]“Every naturalistic theory old or new fails to account for the known facts. Each breaks down when tested against historical data, eyewitness testimony, and the transformation of the early disciples.”

[87]“The only reason why early Christianity began and took the shape it did is because the disciples really believed that Jesus had been bodily raised from the dead.”

[95]“The evidence that changed the heart of a persecutor and the mind of a sceptic is too weighty to ignore; it points to an encounter with the living Christ.”

[114]“The authorities never denied that the tomb was empty; they tried to explain it away. That itself is evidence that something had happened which demanded an explanation.”

[134]“The interval between the dates of the original composition and the earliest extant manuscripts becomes so small as to be negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written has now been removed.”

[168]“Even if we did not have the New Testament or Christian writings, we would know from non-Christian sources that Jesus was a real person who lived in Judea, was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and had followers who believed He rose from the dead.”

[187]“Historians accept the death of Socrates or the crossing of the Rubicon on evidence far weaker than that available for the Resurrection.”

[214]“If the crucifixion did not occur, then historians have been deceived by the most universally attested event of the ancient world.”

[231]“Christ was not merely a prophet inspired by God, but God Himself made man, who raised Himself from the dead by His own power.”
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INTRODUCTION

The resurrection of Christ is not merely a passing religious event; it is a monumental historical claim. If true, it changed the course of history; if false, the very core of the Christian faith collapses with it. For this reason, it cannot be treated as purely devotional or spiritual matter, but as a case that deserves careful examination, rigorous testing, and honest questioning.

This book does not ask the reader to accept its conclusions in advance. Rather, it invites them on an intellectual journey in which the resurrection is examined from multiple angles, using the tools of different disciplines—much as major cases are examined in courtrooms, investigation offices, halls of history, circles of theology, and forums of rational defence of the faith.

We will view the Gospels as testimonies presented in a court of law, weighing their credibility according to the rules of evidence. We will pursue the evidence with the eye of a detective—examining motives, testing alternative hypotheses, and listening even to hostile witnesses. We will place the event within its Jewish and Roman context through the lens of the historian, asking: Do we possess reliable history? We will then move to theology—not to abandon reason, but to understand what the resurrection reveals about God, the cross, and the plan of redemption. Finally, we will address objections and questions with the voice of the apologist, not in a spirit of confrontation, but with logic, grace, and compassion for honest doubt.

This work does not claim academic originality, nor does it presume to surpass the great minds that preceded it. Rather, it is a humble attempt to listen and learn, then distil the conclusions of leading

thinkers and scholars in these fields into clear, focused points that allow the reader to grasp the full picture without unnecessary complexity.

In the end, this book is neither a call to blind faith nor to perpetual scepticism, but to honest examination. And if the resurrection truly happened, then it deserves to be taken seriously—right to the very end.

This remarkable effort of research and compilation was carried out by Deacon Dr. Boules Wadie Morcous, who has served with us in the diocese for more than 30 years.

May God bless his service.

Metropolitan Anba Antony
The Resurrection
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Introduction Standing on the Shoulders of Giants

This book is not my creation but a humble echo of towering voices. I have merely gathered the insights, studies, and convictions of men who devoted their lives to defending the truth of Jesus Christ's resurrection. What follows rests on the foundation of their prayerful research and faithful scholarship—years of labour that illuminate the path for all who seek.

Among these giants are scholars whose work has profoundly shaped the modern defence of the faith:

	Gary Habermas, whose meticulous research and "Minimal Facts" approach brought clarity and rigor to the historical evidence.

	N. T. Wright, whose sweeping historical analysis anchored the resurrection in the vibrant Jewish world of the first century.

	Michael Licona, whose even-handed reasoning bridged history and philosophy.

	Simon Greenleaf, the Harvard jurist who subjected the Gospels to the scrutiny of legal evidence.

	Frank Morison, who entered as a sceptic, only to emerge convinced by the very facts he sought to dismantle.

	William Lane Craig, whose enduring defence wove scholarly precision with profound faith.

	Frank Turek, whose bold apologetics and cultural engagement in works like I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist challenge sceptic with logic and real-world relevance.

	Norman Geisler, whose systematic apologetics and robust defence of biblical inerrancy provided an unyielding foundation for the resurrection's evidential claims.

	Josh McDowell, whose exhaustive compilation of evidence in Evidence That Demands a Verdict armed generations with irrefutable facts and unshakeable confidence.

	Sean McDowell, whose innovative apologetics and personal storytelling make the resurrection's power relatable and compelling for today's gaudiness seekers.

	Lee Strobel, the investigative journalist who chased the evidence to its inevitable conclusion; and

	J. Warner Wallace, the cold-case detective who interrogated the resurrection like a crime scene and declared it solved beyond doubt.


These men and countless others unnamed here have bestowed on the Church an invaluable gift: a reasoned assurance that faith in the risen Christ stands on unshakeable ground. I claim no share in their breakthroughs; I have only sought to listen intently and arrange their wisdom for the everyday reader.

Purpose of This Book

The resurrection of Jesus is no mere legend but a pivotal event of history. Yet history alone cannot capture its transformative power. This volume aims to lay out the evidence with clarity and simplicity not to construct an airtight argument, but to reveal where faith and reason converge at the empty tomb.

The book unfolds through lenses drawn from these scholars' disciplines:

	The Lawyer’s Perspective: Treating the Gospel accounts as courtroom testimony, tested against rules of evidence.

	The Detective’s Perspective: Probing motives, witnesses, and rival theories with forensic precision.

	The Historian’s Perspective: Placing the resurrection within its Jewish and Roman context.

	The Theologian’s Perspective: Unpacking what the event discloses about God's character and redemptive plan.

	The Apologist’s Perspective: Addressing doubts and objections with grace, logic, and compassion.


Each section draws from expertise these masters wielded far beyond my grasp. My role has been that of a humble curator: listening, learning, and distilling their insights into concise bullet points. May these pages equip you to grasp why generations of Christians have proclaimed with unwavering conviction that Jesus Christ truly rose from the dead.

A Student’s Gratitude

As I immersed myself in their writings, I was reminded of C. S. Lewis’s beautiful image: Christianity is a house God Himself has built strong, welcoming, and alive with His presence. It is a home we are invited to enter and live in with Him.
These scholars have opened that door even wider for me, and I pray that this humble collection will open it wider for you as well.
All that lies ahead honours their legacy and the unchanging truth of the Gospel they championed. I present it with simplicity and prayer, grateful to the God who raised His Son and to the faithful minds who helped me behold the evidence through both intellect and heart.



Part One 

Chapter 1 – Introduction: Christianity on Trial  
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​[1]“All that Christianity asks of men on this subject is that they would be consistent with themselves; that they would treat its evidences as they treat the evidence of other things; and that they would try and judge its actors and witnesses as they deal with their fellow men, when testifying to human affairs and actions, in human tribunals. The result, it is believed, will be an undoubting conviction that they are truthful witnesses.”

[image: ]





The Courtroom Convenes 



	Picture a grand courtroom, its wooden benches polished, the air heavy with anticipation. 

	The gallery is packed, with a diverse crowd of sceptics, seekers, and believers, all waiting to hear the case that could reshape their understanding of history, faith, and truth itself. 

	In the dock stands Christianity, accused of making a claim so audacious it demands a verdict: that Jesus Christ, a first-century Jewish carpenter, physically rose from the dead. 

	The charge is weighty, for if this claim is false, Christianity collapses like a house of cards. 

	If true, its implications are infinite, touching every corner of human existence. 

	​[2]C.S. Lewis famously argued Christianity cannot be "moderately important".  It is either the greatest truth ever revealed or the most elaborate deception in history.  There is no middle ground. 

	This book invites you, the reader, to step into the role of judge and jury. 

	The evidence will be laid before you, the arguments weighed, and the witnesses examined. 

	The question is not whether Christianity is a pleasant philosophy or a comforting tradition but whether its central claim, the bodily resurrection of Jesus, can withstand scrutiny in the court of reason, history, and truth. 



Why Does the Resurrection Matter? 


	The Apostle Paul, one of Christianity’s earliest and most influential voices, minced no words: “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith” (1 Corinthians 15:14). 

	These are not the words of a man playing it safe. 

	For Paul, the Resurrection is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. 

	Without it, Jesus is reduced to a failed prophet, His teachings mere clichés, and His followers deceived dreamers chasing a mirage. 

	The apostles, who staked their lives on the claim that they saw the risen Jesus, would be either liars or lunatics. 

	The promise of salvation, escape from sin’s penalty and a path to eternal life would be an empty hope, a cruel cosmic joke. 



But if the Resurrection is true, everything changes. 


	Jesus is vindicated as the Son of God, His divine authority confirmed (and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord -Romans 1:4). 

	His death on the cross is the atoning sacrifice that bridges the chasm between a holy God and a broken humanity. 

	And His resurrection guarantees that those who trust in Him will one day rise as He did, conquering death itself (Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die - John 11:25). 



The stakes could not be higher. 


	The Resurrection is not a peripheral doctrine to be debated, agreed or disagreed about, it is the very foundation of Christianity, the hinge on which the entire faith turns. 



The Lawyer’s Burden: Proving the Case 


	In any courtroom, the burden of proof lies with the one making the claim. 

	Christianity boldly asserts that Jesus rose bodily from the dead, a claim so extraordinary it invites scepticism. 

	Critics, from first-century Pharisees to modern atheists, have countered that such an event is impossible, a myth born of wishful thinking or deliberate fabrication. 

	To settle the matter, we must adopt the rigour of a legal trial. 

	In a civil court, a case is decided on the “balance of probabilities”. Is it more likely than not that the claim is true? 

	In a criminal court, the standard is higher: “beyond reasonable doubt.” 

	Given the gravity of Christianity’s claim, we will hold it to the stricter standard. 

	The evidence for the Resurrection must be so compelling that no reasonable doubt remains. 



What Counts as Evidence? 


	To build a case, we need admissible evidence, the kind that would hold up in any court of law. 

	Eyewitness testimony, when credible and consistent, is a cornerstone of legal proceedings. 

	Written records, if they are early, reliable, and corroborated, carry significant weight. 

	Circumstantial evidence Facts that align to point in one direction can be persuasive, especially when no alternative explanation fits as well. 

	Admissions by hostile witnesses, those with no motive to support the claim, add credibility. 

	And the transformed lives of those who believed in the Resurrection, willing to die for their testimony, serve as a powerful indicator of their sincerity. 

	These are the tools we will use to examine the case, sifting through the historical record with the precision of a detective and the scepticism of a juror. 



The Historical Stage: Jerusalem, AD 30–33 


	To understand the Resurrection, we must first set the scene. 

	Jesus of Nazareth was crucified under the authority of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, around AD 30–33. 

	Crucifixion was not just a method of execution; it was Rome’s most brutal and public form of punishment, reserved for rebels and the lowest criminals. 

	The process was designed to maximise suffering and shame, leaving no doubt that the victim was dead. 

	Roman soldiers were experts in their trade, and no one survived the cross. 

	In the Jewish context, a crucified Messiah was unthinkable. 

	The Jews expected a triumphant king, not a humiliated criminal. 

	The Romans, meanwhile, had no reason to entertain claims of resurrection; to them, such stories were the stuff of myths, not reality. 

	Yet, within days of Jesus’ death, His followers began proclaiming in Jerusalem, the very city where He was executed, that He had risen from the dead (God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. -Acts 2:32). 

	This was no distant legend whispered in far-off lands; it was a bold claim made in the face of hostile authorities, where the truth could be easily tested. 



Christianity’s Unique Foundation 


	Unlike other world religions, Christianity’s foundation is not a set of philosophical principles or a moral code, though it contains both. 

	It rests on a historical event: the Resurrection. 

	The teachings of Buddha endure whether he rose from the dead or not. 

	Muhammad’s mission stands without any claim of resurrection. 



However Christianity is different. 


	Remove the Resurrection, and the entire faith unravels. 

	The apostles’ preaching, the martyrs’ sacrifices, and the hope of billions, all hinge on whether Jesus walked out of His tomb. 

	This makes Christianity uniquely testable, rooted not in abstract ideas but in a concrete moment in time and space. 



Exhibit A: The Earliest Christian Creed 


	One of the strongest pieces of evidence comes from the Apostle Paul, who, writing around AD 55, records an early Christian creed in (1 Corinthians 15:3–8)



“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all, he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.” 


	This creed is no late invention. 

	Even sceptical scholars agree it dates to within a few years of Jesus’ death, likely within five years. 

	This is not a legend that grew over centuries but a formal statement of belief from the first generation of Christians. 

	It’s as close to a sworn affidavit​[3] as history can get, passed down with care and recited by those who claimed to have seen the risen Jesus. 

	The inclusion of specific names, Peter, James, the Twelve and the mention of over five hundred witnesses, many still alive at the time, invites verification. 

	Paul is essentially saying, “Don’t take my word for it; go ask them.” 



The Stakes of the Verdict 


	The outcome of this trial is momentous. 

	If the Resurrection is false, the apostles were either deliberate liars or tragically deceived, rendering their testimony untrustworthy. 

	Billions of believers across two millennia would be victims of history’s greatest fraud, their faith built on a lie. 

	But if the Resurrection is true, it changes everything. 

	Jesus is who He claimed to be, the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. 

	His death and resurrection provide a trustworthy path to forgiveness and eternal life. 

	Humanity’s deepest fear, death, loses its sting, replaced by hope grounded in a historical reality. 



Jesus’ Own Testimony 


	Jesus Himself is a key witness in this trial. 

	He didn’t merely hint at His resurrection; He predicted it explicitly. 

	“The Son of Man must suffer many things”, He said, “and be killed and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). 

	To the religious leaders, He declared, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days” (John 2:19), a statement they understood as a reference to His body. 

	If Jesus failed to rise, He was a false prophet, His claims to divinity exposed as fraud. 

	But if He rose as He said, His words carry the weight of divine authority, validating every claim He made about Himself. 



The Players in the Courtroom 


	As the trial unfolds, the players take their places. 

	The prosecution, sceptics, atheists, and critics from various traditions, including Muslim scholars who deny the crucifixion itself, will challenge the Resurrection with alternative theories. 

	The defence of apostles, early Christians, and modern scholars will present evidence to support the claim. 

	You, the reader, are the judge and jury, tasked with weighing the evidence with an open mind and a critical eye. 

	This book will serve as your guide, acting as lawyer, detective, historian, and apologist. 

	It will present admissible evidence, investigate alternative explanations, compare the Resurrection accounts with external historical data, and address objections, including those from the Qur’an, which claims Jesus was neither crucified nor killed. 



Key Questions for the Trial 


	The chapters ahead will tackle the critical questions at the heart of this case: 

	Did Jesus really die on the cross, or could He have survived? 

	Was the tomb truly empty, or was it a case of mistaken identity? 

	Did the disciples hallucinate the risen Jesus, driven by grief or delusion? 

	Could someone have stolen Jesus’ body to fake the Resurrection? 

	Are the Gospel accounts reliable, or are they late fabrications? 

	How do we respond to the Qur’an’s claim that Jesus was not crucified? 

	Each question will be examined with the rigor of a courtroom, drawing on historical records, eyewitness testimony, and logical analysis to build a case that withstands scrutiny. 



Closing Argument: The Hinge of History 


	​[4]The Resurrection is not a minor theological detail; it is the hinge of history, the moment that divides time into before and after. 

	Christianity does not shy away from investigation; it invites it. 

	Unlike myths that float in the realm of fable, the Resurrection is rooted in a specific time and place: Jerusalem, under Roman rule, in the early first century. 

	This book is the courtroom unfolding, where evidence will be presented, objections answered, and truth pursued. 

	As you turn the pages, you are not merely reading a book; you are rendering a verdict that could shape your understanding of life, death, and eternity. 



Chapter 2 – What is Acceptable Evidence in Court? 
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