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​​CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION (JOHN TERRELL)
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In this book, we are making a study of the names and titles of the Lord Jesus Christ in the Bible. Those who love and aspire to serve the Saviour can easily identify with Paul when he wrote to the Philippians, ‘I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord’, continuing with the words, “that I may gain Christ, and again, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection” (Philippians 3:8,10). 

One of the ways in which we can enhance our knowledge of Him is through an understanding of His names and titles. It was David, another great man of God, who expressed himself in sublime poetry in Psalm 8: “O, LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who set Your glory above the heavens!” Jesus Himself said, “Learn from Me,” and He promised rest of soul to those who do. We shall learn about Him by examining the divine Name in some of its lovely and expressive forms. His is indeed an excellent Name and Paul strongly encouraged the Philippian church of God to “approve the things that are excellent” (Philippians 1:10).

In the book of Proverbs, there are many wide-ranging, wise sentiments and poetic statements about the Person and ways of God. Some are called ‘oracles’ or ‘utterances’ and they are placed there by the Holy Spirit for our meditation and enlightenment. One very interesting one is in Proverbs chapter 30, where a wise man called Agur declares to his friends: “Surely I am more stupid than any man, and do not have the understanding of a man. I neither learned wisdom nor have knowledge of the Holy One”. That was a very honest and candid confession of his own limitations! Then he goes on: “Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?”

And Agur adds further wise words beginning with, “Every word of God is pure”. Don’t the words, “Who has gathered the wind in His fists?” immediately carry us in thought to a raging tempest on the Sea of Galilee? Can’t we hear again the calm, majestic command of Deity, “Peace, be still!” and share again the awe and amazement of the fishermen of the lake as they whispered among themselves, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”  Agur, the wise man of Proverbs said, “What is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?”

If the disciples were in any doubt about this, that doubt didn’t last long. As soon as their fishing boat reached the shore they had the answer, and from a most unexpected source. Two demon-possessed men came screaming down the hillside crying out, “What have we to do with You, Jesus ... the Holy One of God!” The Master rebuked the demons, but not for calling Him by the wrong name. For, as the epistle of James declares, “Even the demons believe - and tremble!” (2:19). “What is His Son’s name?” asked Agur.

Some of the names of the Lord Jesus in the Bible are names or titles that God His Father gave Him, or will yet give Him in the future. The precious name ‘Jesus’ was decreed by the Father to Joseph - who was to be the head of the Nazareth family into which the Lord was virgin-born. The title ‘Servant’ was also given by God to His Son in the prophetic scriptures. “Behold! My Servant ...” (Isaiah 42:1). And. looking into the future, in the book of Revelation we are told that the glorious Person on the white horse is called “Faithful and True and KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS”; and in addition, He has a name written that no-one knows but Himself (Revelation 19:11-16).

Then again, some of the Lord’s designations were given to Him by others. To John, the remarkable forerunner of the Christ, it was given to apply that title which has come to mean so much to all His own, and to encapsulate the wonder of His redemptive work, namely “Lamb of God”. That is one name we shall be looking at if we are to feel the power of its gentle and sacrificial message.  And we remember how the Lord Jesus challenged the rich young man who approached Him with the words, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” He was not wrong in calling Jesus ‘good’, but he didn’t understand the true and profound significance of his words.  Don’t we also all too often speak of the Lord in terms of His truly wonderful names and titles but with scant appreciation of their truly deep and eternal meaning? Perhaps our study together will help us in that regard.

Of outstanding importance, too, are some of the names that the Lord Jesus gave Himself. Some of the most wonderful of these are in the book of Revelation. “I am the Alpha and the Omega” (Revelation 1:8); “I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation 22:16) to mention but two. And, of course, in the Gospel according to John, the Lord joins to His supreme ‘I Am’ title a very special series of designations, including, “I am the bread of life”; “I am the door”; “I am the vine” - and others.  Yet perhaps one of the loveliest, if not the most immediately arresting, is the title by which the Lord refers to Himself in the gospels, “Son of Man”. This is another we must examine, for it’s expressive of so much that concerns the eternal counsels of God in salvation. It sums up so much that’s involved in the incarnation of the Son of God and His amazing eternal identification with us in our humanity. So we have a wide canvas to paint and we’ll by no means be able to cover it all; but if we can share some of the richness of the colour and form of the names and titles of our Lord, we will surely derive great benefit and spiritual uplift together.
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​​CHAPTER TWO: SON OF GOD (JOHN TERRELL)
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In this chapter, we will consider briefly the title ‘Son of God’ as applied in the New Testament to the Lord Jesus Christ. Of all the designations of our Lord, this is surely the most basic and the most significant in relation to His character and Person. The golden words of John 3:16 are loved and treasured in every Christian’s experience: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

In the same way, we love to echo the words of Paul in our own hearts when he spoke in deep devotion of “the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). John 3:16 establishes the universal saving love of the Godhead centred in the only begotten Son of God; and Paul’s words in Galatians speak of the sacrificial love of the Son in an intensely personal way.

The name ‘Son of God’ was pronounced by God through the spokesmanship of the angel Gabriel to Mary at the annunciation. The words were unmistakable and direct, ‘‘that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God’’ (Luke 1:35); the divine identity of the ‘Holy One’ was spelled out to Mary. Her son was the Son of God. Men and even demons later confessed Him to be the Son of God, but God declared it in the clearest and most definite terms even before His birth. 

Then by Jordan’s banks there came these words from heaven, ‘‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased’’. And it was the eternal Sonship to which this testimony was given, for the eternal character of His Sonship is vital in Christian doctrine. “God gave His only begotten Son and the Father ... sent the Son as Savior of the world”.  It requires distortion of the ordinary sense of these words to suggest that the One given and sent was not the Son of the Father before His incarnation. Many other scriptures attest the same point.

Returning now to the rich tapestry of witness to the divine Sonship of Jesus, starting as we have done from the testimony of the Father and Son themselves, we find that the range of acknowledgement is remarkably wide; and all of this in the context of the profound meaning of the title in contemporary Jewish thought and theology.  The Jewish leaders knew beyond all doubt the exact significance of the Lord’s claim to be the Son of God. When He declared, ‘‘My Father has been working until now, and I have been working’’, we read that: “... the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God” (John 5:17,18). 

Sceptics of our own day may dispute the issue, but not the religious Jews then! Furthermore, the adversary and his demons knew all about it. The demons of Gadara openly declared Jesus to be the Son of God; and in the wilderness temptation of our Lord after His baptism Satan betrayed the same knowledge: ‘‘If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread ... throw Yourself down’’ (Matthew 4:3,6).  We hear the same malignant tones in the voices of those who challenged the Lord Jesus on the cross. “If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross’’ (Matthew 27:40). 

Now Jesus knew well that a conviction about His divine Sonship was vital, above all others, for those men He was preparing to carry forward the gospel story into all the world after His death and resurrection. So their journey of understanding to the point of assurance and certainty was particularly important.  Aside from the remarkable early acknowledgement by Nathaniel, ‘‘Rabbi, You are the Son of God!’’ (John 1:49), for the disciples as a whole, a settled conviction about the divine Sonship of their Master came more slowly. In the storm on the lake they asked, ‘‘Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?’’ (Matthew 8:26,27). Later in the episode of His appearance walking on the water, they were ready to exclaim, ‘‘Truly You are the Son of God’’ (Matthew 14:33). Doubtless this marked an important stage in their understanding of their Master’s true identity. 

But the time was near when the Lord must draw from His men a clearly considered declaration of their absolute assurance about His divine Person. This He did at Caesarea Philippi. In that quiet retreat, He led them to the ultimate challenge, ‘‘Who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’’. 

Without doubt this was a defining moment in the spiritual experience of His disciples that the Lord had been leading them to. The Lord responded to Peter’s confession of faith with the solemn declaration, ‘‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven’’. One of those disciples was, of course, John son of Zebedee. To him it was given by the Holy Spirit to record, more than any other New Testament writer, the profound things of the One called ‘Son of God’. It is he who gives us the very important qualifying word ‘only begotten’ in connection with the Son; a matter of deep significance which, amongst other important things, marks out the absolute uniqueness of the Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We have already seen the words ‘only begotten’ in John 3:16 and they occur also in chapter 1 vv.14 and 18. In the latter verse He is the “only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father” - an expression of profound truth too deep for us to fully fathom, yet so clearly indicating a unique nearness to, and identity of relationship with, the Father.  And as the ageing John closed his gospel record he could declare: “these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).

The beloved disciple is taken up with the same sublime truths in his epistles culminating in the final chapter of 1 John where we have the ringing confirmation of the closing words of his gospel: “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:12,13). On such a confident, triumphant note, we must leave our brief reflections on the wonderful name and title ‘Son of God’. All that Scripture has to say about it instructs our minds and hearts about our glorious Saviour. And at the same time, it draws us very near in loving adoration to the One whom Paul learned to revere and serve as ‘the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me’.

“Jesus, the Son of God

Bore sin’s accursed load,

Praise to His name.

Sing, we who know his blood

Hath brought us night to God,

And crowned us with all good,

Worthy His name.” 

(J. Allen)
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​​​CHAPTER THREE: SON OF MAN (JOHN TERRELL)

[image: ]


One of the most important and widely applied titles of the Lord Jesus is Son of Man. “Who,” the Master asked His disciples, “do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” The very question pin-points the fact that the Lord had come to be widely known by that name, at least among His disciples. For it was the name He gave Himself.  We saw, when examining the title Son of God, that it was primarily awarded by the Father to the Son - right from the annunciation of His birth. But the title Son of Man was the one assumed by the Lord Himself. It was in this way that He referred to Himself in the third person, clearly conveying a message about His person, work and destiny. Why should this have been, and what can we learn about the Lord and His purposes from it?  

Now ‘bar nasha’, the Aramaic ‘son of man’ was not normally used as any kind of title. It was simply the usual expression for a man, a human being. And the Lord Jesus ordinarily spoke in Aramaic. So was the Lord’s only objective in assuming Son of Man as a name for Himself to underline His humanity; indeed to separate that from His parallel claim to deity? Some have thought so, but this really is not an adequate answer. 

The very question quoted above, as posed by the Lord to His disciples, and the following challenge to them, “but who do you say that I am?” - had the very purpose of identifying the Son of Man and the Son of God as one and the same Person. Not that the title Son of Man does not, in many of its occurrences, remind us very powerfully of the true and perfect humanity of our Lord; for example where one of the Old Testament uses of the term is applied to Christ. In Hebrews chapter 2 verses 6-8 the words of Psalm 8 are quoted: 


“What is man that You are mindful of him, or the son of man that You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him with glory and honour. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands. You have put all things under his feet.” 



There can be no doubt that this psalm has a double application - to Adam and his descendants, and also to the Lord Jesus. In the latter case, it does indeed focus on His incarnation and humanity.  But the title Son of Man, as assumed and used by the Lord while on earth, surely carries us back to the prophecy of Daniel. In chapter 7 of that book we have depicted fearsome animals believed by many to represent world powers which would dominate human history. Then a day of divine judgement comes, presided over by One called ‘the Ancient of Days’. And as Daniel watched he exclaimed: “And behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven ... to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom.”

So, in Jewish religious thinking down the years, there was an expectation of a Messianic Deliverer who would answer to Daniel’s vision, a conquering victorious champion, ‘Son of Man’. Victorious and powerful as He would be, He also stood in contrast, in terms of humanity and justice, with the cruel, ruthless character of the beasts portrayed in the early verses of Daniel chapter 7.  It was surely with all of this in mind that Jesus adopted this designation for Himself as the principal title of ‘the days of His flesh’. Although the people to whom Christ spoke, as recorded in John chapter 12, scornfully asked the question, “Who is this Son of Man?”, Jews who were knowledgeable in their religion and in the books of the law and the prophets, would readily associate ‘Son of Man’ with Daniel’s prophecy. 

Yet the Lord had to convey, especially to His disciples, that the title Son of Man was more comprehensive in its meaning than a study of the Daniel reference alone might suggest. It was only when the crisis confession at Caesarea Philippi was drawn from the disciples, “You (the Son of Man) are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” that the Master began to seriously instruct them about His impending suffering, death and resurrection. “The Son of Man must suffer many things,” He said. Peter’s immediate reaction, we remember, was to repudiate the whole idea of suffering, drawing from the Lord the very severe rebuke, “Get behind Me, Satan.”

The old adversary of the wilderness temptations spoke through the lips of the Lord’s own disciple to try to deflect the Lord from the way of suffering. For when He spoke of Himself as the Son of Man, He did so in terms of the whole scope of His redemptive purpose in coming into the world. 

Beginning early on with reference to His alienation from human comforts and achievement, “Foxes have holes,” He said, “and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (Luke 9:58), the Lord went on to relate His Son of Man character to all His greatest claims and declarations about Himself. Notable are the words, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost;” and again, “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” And in response to the contemptuous unbelief of the scribes recorded in Mark chapter 2, who accused Him of blasphemy for conferring forgiveness of sins, the Master said, “That you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins ... Arise, take up your bed.” More directly, however, the Lord spoke to His disciples at Caesarea Philippi of the suffering and death that must befall the Son of Man, as we have seen. 

Yet the message of Daniel chapter 7 also must have its glorious fulfilment, and so we have very prominently presented in the Lord’s teaching on future events, the triumphant and glorious advent of the Son of Man in power and great glory (Matthew 24:30). We meditate on the Son of Man ‘lifted up’ at Calvary, as He Himself predicted, and look to the future of His universal exaltation at the winding up of this world’s history. 

After Stephen’s dramatic declaration in Acts 7:56, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” there is no further mention of the title Son of Man in the New Testament until we come to the end-time prophecies of the book of Revelation. Why should this be?  Well, much that we have already noted has led many to feel that there is a special connection between the title ‘Son of Man’ and the spiritual fortunes of the nation of Israel. ‘Son of Man’ is undoubtedly a Messianic title, as our allusions to Daniel show. Today, while Israel nationally is set aside in God’s purposes (as expounded by Paul in the Romans epistle), the Lord Jesus is building His Church, His Body. We live in ‘the times of the Gentiles’ and when ‘the fulness of the Gentiles’ arrives, then for Israel, “The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob” (Romans 11:25-26). This can
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