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1 BLACK RIVER WATERFALLS


Highlights: A spectacular parade of five waterfalls

Location: 15 miles north of Bessemer

Type of hike: Out-and-back, in 2 stems

Distance: 8.3 miles

Difficulty: Difficult

Fees and permits: None

Best months: May through October

Camping: Ottawa National Forest’s Black River Harbor Campground, a quarter-mile west of the trailhead, has 40 campsites.

Map: USGS Black River Harbor (inc.) quad

Trail contact: Ottawa National Forest, (906) 932-1330, www.fs.usda.gov/ottawa

Special considerations: Parts of these trails are eroded and rough and have an abundance of exposed roots. Use caution on wet rocks near the river and waterfalls.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg] From Bessemer drive 15 miles north on Black River Road (Gogebic CR 513) and turn right (east) into the Black River Harbor Recreation Area. The trail begins at a paved walkway through the park and picnic area. GPS: 46.664624, -90.046636




THE HIKE

Waterfall fans have many incredible choices in the western UP but it’s difficult to top the drama of the Presque Isle and Black Rivers making thunderous descents to Lake Superior. Like a peerless set of twins, both rivers sport a parade of waterfalls that stand tall in any short list of UP whitewater shows. Better yet, both sets of cascades are compact, creating outstanding hikes.

This hike tours the westernmost of those two streams—the Black River—as it tumbles through a delightful gorge to Lake Superior. First the route skirts the river’s mouth at Black River Harbor and ascends its east side to the perfect vantage point for Rainbow Falls. After offering that memorable view, the trail returns to the river’s west side, passing four waterfalls before arriving at Conglomerate Falls. From that cascade the route returns to the river mouth.

Begin your tour by walking northeast from the trailhead’s information board, following an asphalt path to the Black River Bridge (Mile 0.1). Cross the sturdy suspension bridge to the river’s east bank and follow the North Country Trail (NCT) up steps to the top of the bluff, where the broad dirt trail curves south. Consider a short side-trip here. In the middle of that curve on the NCT, a narrow footpath runs north 120 paces to a bench—a pleasant spot to soak in views of Lake Superior and the Porcupine Mountains to the east.

To resume this hike, walk south, following the NCT through fine hemlock groves as it descends to a perfect vantage point to view Rainbow Falls (Mile 0.9). This spectacular 40-foot drop begins with a water slide down a rock ramp and accelerates into two thumping ledge drops.

Next retrace your steps north to the Black River Bridge (Mile 1.7), cross and walk south past the trailhead. An NCT sign marks the spot where the trail ascends into the woods, heading south to the west side of Rainbow Falls, where nearly 200 steps descend to a viewpoint overlooking the top of the falls (Mile 2.2).


[image: Potawatomi Falls during a dry spell, showing the conglomerate riverbed. The Black River races to Lake Superior in a set of five thumping waterfalls.]
Potawatomi Falls during a dry spell, showing the conglomerate riverbed. The Black River races to Lake Superior in a set of five thumping waterfalls.



Reverse your path, ascend the stairs, and follow the broad trail southwest to the Rainbow Falls Trailhead parking area. There, go straight, walking west 110 paces, following NCT blazes to CR 513 (Mile 2.5). Turn left (south) and hike 0.8 mile on the shoulder of CR 513, to a Forest Service sign marking the trailhead for Sandstone Falls (Mile 3.3).

There, turn left (east), walk sixty paces on pavement, then northeast on a broad dirt Sandstone Falls Trail. Descend almost 140 steps to a viewpoint at Sandstone Falls’s two-step plunge (Mile 3.6). The river drops 5 feet off a broad sandstone ledge, pauses, and then tumbles an additional 20 feet.

From here return to the Sandstone Falls Trailhead (Mile 3.9) and walk to the southwest corner of the parking area. There the NCT runs south, first near CR 513, then turning southeast. Soon it approaches the rim of the river gorge, and steps descend to a viewpoint for Gorge Falls (Mile 4.5). Upstream, a dark, forbidding chute of bedrock and conglomerate leads to a pinch point. The current narrows to an 8-foot-wide flume and tumbles 20 feet to the gorge below.

After viewing Gorge Falls, return to the rim and walk south along the broad dirt path. In short order the rim path passes two more sets of stairs descending to viewpoints, then arrives at stairs descending to Potawatomi Falls (Mile 4.6). Potawatomi Falls is a knockout, a sparkling and complex bridal veil cascading 40 feet. Even during dry spells, Potawatomi puts on a good show, and the geology of conglomerate rock that usually lies hidden beneath whitewater is fascinating in its own right.



[image: chpt_fig_003.jpg]


Return to the rim and follow the NCT south along the top of the bluff. At times a tad rough and eroded, roots exposed, the trail arrives at Conglomerate Falls (Mile 5.3). Here the river splits around a rock dome, taking a stepped plunge into the gorge, a 30-foot descent. During my visit, large trees littered the center dome, mute testimony to the river’s power.

Conglomerate Falls marks the southern turnaround point for the hike. To return to the trailhead, follow the NCT north, downhill to the Black River Harbor parking area.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Trailhead.

	0.1 Black River Bridge.

	0.9 Rainbow Falls (east side); first turnaround point.

	1.7 Black River Bridge.

	2.2 Rainbow Falls (west side).

	2.5 Trail joins CR 513 (walk on shoulder).

	3.3 Sandstone Falls Trailhead.

	3.6 Sandstone Falls.

	3.9 Sandstone Falls Trailhead.

	4.5 Gorge Falls.

	4.6 Potawatomi Falls.

	5.3 Conglomerate Falls; second turnaround point.

	6.0 Potawatomi Falls.

	6.1 Gorge Falls.

	6.7 Sandstone Falls Trailhead.

	7.5 Trail leaves CR 513.

	7.8 Rainbow Falls (west side).

	8.3 Trailhead.












2 ESCARPMENT


Highlights: A ridge walk offering a parade of sweeping views

Location: Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (PMWSP)

Type of hike: Out-and-back

Distance: 6.4 miles

Difficulty: Moderate

Fees and permits: Michigan DNR Recreation Passport

Best months: May through October

Camping: PMWSP’s Union Bay Campground, with 100 campsites, is 2.5 miles east of the trailhead. There is one backcountry campsite, with a bear pole, along the trail, at approximately Mile 1.1. Check PMWSP regulations before using backcountry sites.

Maps: USGS Carp River, Government Peak quads; PMWSP by Nequaket Natural History Associates (available at the visitor center)

Trail contact: PMWSP, (906) 885-5275

Special considerations: The Escarpment Trail follows an exposed ridgeline. Although glorious in fine weather, it can be unpleasant in high winds or thunderstorms.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg] From the intersection of M-107 and South Boundary Road in PMWSP, drive 3.5 miles west on M-107 to the Government Peak Trailhead. GPS: 46.818104, -89.694534




THE HIKE

For many Porkies’ veterans, the Escarpment is at the top of any “don’t miss” list of outings. Open meadows on this ridge offer long sight lines and memorable views of the area’s landmarks. Far to the west, past Lafayette Peak’s craggy south face, Lake Superior sparkles on clear days. To the southeast the Trap Hills dimple the horizon. Hundreds of feet below the Escarpment’s rocky heights, Lake of the Clouds feeds the headwaters of the Big Carp River.

Begin your Escarpment hike by walking southwest on the broad, stony Government Peak Trail as it ascends into the woods above the trailhead. About 200 paces later, at Mile

0.1, bear right (southwest) on the Escarpment Trail as the Government Peak Trail goes left (southeast).

The Escarpment Trail soon settles into a steady ascent, reaching the first view at about Mile 0.6. An opening in the woods, a mixture of meadow and bedrock, offers long sight lines to the southeast, where the Trap Hills dot the horizon. Here a pattern develops. Five more minutes of uphill hiking brings you to another viewpoint. It’s similar in orientation to the first, but the increased elevation adds a new sight to the eastern view: the deep blue of Lake Superior.

Another five minutes of walking, with the trail still rising, brings striking new vistas to the west. Below the Escarpment’s long ridgeline, mile-long Lake of the Clouds appears; beyond the ridge Lake Superior shows. Here, at Mile 1.2 of the hike, Cuyahoga Peak’s wooded apex is a little north of the trail.

As you continue walking west, the plateau-like ridge becomes more open and the views broader, stretching east, south, and west. There is an airy feeling to this stretch, a delightful sense of height, long sight lines, and a pristine landscape as far as the eye can see.



[image: chpt_fig_004.jpg]




[image: Views from the Escarpment Trail stretch past Lake of the Clouds to Lafayette Peak and beyond.]
Views from the Escarpment Trail stretch past Lake of the Clouds to Lafayette Peak and beyond.



The path descends into a wooded saddle in the ridgeline, reaching a junction with the M-107 Cutoff Trail at Mile 2.0. Go straight (west) on the Escarpment Trail, as the M-107 Cutoff Trail leads off to the right (north).

Ascending from the saddle, the trail reaches Cloud Peak at Mile 2.3. A tad lower than Cuyahoga Peak, Cloud Peak still offers memorable views. I spotted Copper Peak 15 miles to the southwest. A half-mile off and 500 vertical feet below me, the rhythmic wing beats of a great blue heron caught my attention as the bird cruised along the Lake of the Clouds shoreline.

After Cloud Peak, the trail dips and rolls as it runs west before rising to another high point at Mile 3.2, a crest sometimes known as Peregrine Peak. Hikers visiting in June may spot the peak’s namesake falcons, a species famous for their 100-mile-an-hour, stun gun–like dives to knock out prey. Whether or not falcons are nearby, this is another memorable viewpoint and a fine place to linger. It also makes a suitable turnaround spot for the hike. Retrace your steps eastward to return to the trailhead.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Government Peak Trailhead.

	0.1 Escarpment Trail junction.

	1.2 Cuyahoga Peak.

	2.0 M-107 Cutoff Trail.

	2.3 Cloud Peak.

	3.2 Peregrine Peak; turnaround point.

	6.4 Government Peak Trailhead.












3 LAKE SUPERIOR SHORELINE


Highlights: A wild Lake Superior shoreline; broad views; and intricate, tilted bedrock strata

Location: Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (PMWSP)

Type of hike: One-way shuttle

Distance: 9.0 miles

Difficulty: Difficult*

Fees and permits: Michigan DNR Recreation Passport

Best months: May through October

Camping: Backcountry camping is permitted along the hike within the PMWSP regulations. Union Bay Campground, with 100 campsites, is 5.5 miles east of the trailhead.

Maps: USGS quads Carp River; Government Peak quads; PMWSP map by Nequaket Natural History Associates (available at the visitor center)

Trail contact: PMWSP, (906) 885-5275

Special considerations: The start and finish of the hike are 3 miles apart along M-107. Six miles of this hike are off-trail. Although the navigation is relatively simple, this hike requires some confidence. If you think that the quality of this outing would justify some precise footwork on the rocky shoreline, I would encourage you to sample it. Alternatively, if you have an intense dislike of rough trails, it is doubtful you would enjoy the shoreline portion of this hike. For some the tilted bedrock strata of the shoreline may be reminiscent of routes in the canyons of the Southwest. Also consider that this is a shoreline route. It can be glorious in fine weather and dreadfully exposed when high winds and squalls hit.

Remote shorelines are important wildlife habitat. As you are hiking be sure to give wildlife lots of room, especially during the spring and early summer nesting season.

Biting flies may be a factor along the shoreline in late June or early July. Check conditions at the PMWSP visitor center.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg] From the intersection of M-107 and South Boundary Road in PMWSP, drive west 6.4 miles to the Lake Superior Trailhead. GPS: 46.811270, -89.754622




THE HIKE

Having a vast stretch of Lake Superior shoreline to yourself has a way of growing on you. The appeal deepens when you realize that much of that shoreline features a tilted bedrock stratum, a playful obstacle course for nimble hikers, and a haven for miniature wildflower gardens tucked into rocky nooks and crannies.

Better yet, the hike begins with 3 miles of downhill trail that offer high views of Lake Superior, and finishes with a memorable off-trail walk through cathedral groves of hemlocks.

Begin your hike at the Lake Superior Trailhead on M-107, walking north. Initially the trail is broad, and a virgin hemlock forest marks the first few minutes. The trail soon enters an area where the trees are stunted because a fire seared the soil and killed the nutrients.

The trail descends and occasionally rises slightly to shallow ridges that mark ancient shorelines. Exploring the rock glades that dot these rises can yield rich rewards: secluded ledges with Lake Superior views. At Mile 1.3 a conglomerate spine of rock, a “whaleback,” parallels the trail for 150 paces, offering more views and an alternative route for agile hikers.


[image: Sunset over the tilted bedrock of Lake Superior’s coast east of Buckshot Landing]
Sunset over the tilted bedrock of Lake Superior’s coast east of Buckshot Landing



At Mile 3.0 the trail reaches the spur for the Buckshot Cabin. Backtrack past the long boardwalk you just crossed to a small boardwalk bridge over a minor drainage. Follow the east side of that drainage north, off-trail, about 200 yards to the Lake Superior shore, which is marked by reefs of slanted bedrock.

This is a good time for a reality and weather check. With good conditions hike east, the beginning of the 5-mile shoreline segment of this hike. The bedrock quickly ends and for about 1 mile the shore consists of hamburger-shaped cobble, footing that is tolerable but also a bit tedious.

Persevere through the cobble stretch and the shoreline begins a bedrock rhythm I found most enjoyable. This is hiking similar to moderate whitewater paddling—minor route-finding challenges are almost constant but hardly threatening. It’s a world full of small wonders—lakeside rock featuring smooth wave-washed radii, springs, and seeps nourishing green patches; frogs in “tide pools”; mossy crevices; and tiny colonies of wild-flowers. These are tough wildflowers, able to withstand the full force of Lake Superior gales.

Beyond the intricate shoreline scene, the big wonder—the largest freshwater lake on Earth—seems to stretch forever. Bald eagles patrolled the coast, veering offshore as they spotted me.

After 4 miles of shoreline hiking, a wide bay begins. A mile later, at the middle of that broad indentation in the coast, Cuyahoga Creek meets the lake. A mere dribble in late summer, it crosses the bedrock in a series of pools. Just east of the creek’s flowing water, take a slightly worn path that leads off the rocks into the forest. The path and a forested flat quickly end at a steep, but short slope. The route is simple. Ascend and stay just east



[image: chpt_fig_007.jpg]


of Cuyahoga Creek, as close to the rim of its ravine as is practical and hike 1 mile south, off-trail through the open forest to where the creek crosses M-107, just east of the Government Peak Trailhead. There are a few minor brushy areas, but in general the forest is open, old, and elegant, and the travel pleasant. Here and there traces of a deer path line the rim of the ravine, easing your way. However, much of the hike features impressive hemlock elders and it was tempting to stay with them rather than walk out to the road and the end of the hike.

Options: Combine this hike with the Escarpment Trail (Hike 2) and you have an outstanding 13.6-mile loop, which ends with a 1-mile road walk. From the Government Peak Trailhead follow that trail south 0.1 mile then turn right (west) onto the Escarpment Trail. Follow that trail west 3.6 miles, past sweeping views, to the Lake of the Clouds Trailhead. From there hike the broad grassy shoulder of M-107 east and north 1 mile to the Lake Superior Trailhead.

Alternatively consider a shorter hike to Lake Superior. The 6-mile round-trip hike to the shoreline east of Buckshot Cabin features both high views of Lake Superior from rock ledges and a perfect break spot on the shore. Depart from the Lake Superior Trail-head on M-107.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Lake Superior Trailhead on M-107.

	1.3 “Whaleback” conglomerate rock parallels trail.

	3.0 Buckshot Cabin spur.

	3.1 Lake Superior shoreline.

	8.0 Mouth of Cuyahoga Creek.

	9.0 M-107 at Cuyahoga Creek (Government Peak Trailhead).












4 LAKE SUPERIOR/BIG CARP RIVER LOOP


Highlights: A classic loop featuring Lake Superior shoreline, Big Carp River cascades, Shining Cloud Falls, old-growth forest, and broad views from the escarpment

Location: Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (PMWSP)

Type of hike: Loop

Distance: 20.5 miles

Difficulty: Difficult

Fees and permits: Michigan DNR Recreation Passport

Best months: May through October

Camping: Backcountry camping along the trail is available within PMWSP guidelines. Four of the park’s backcountry cabins—Buckshot, Big Carp 6, Lake Superior 4, and Big Carp 4—line the hike’s route. Union Bay Campground, with 100 campsites, is 5.5 miles east of the trailhead.

Maps: USGS Carp River (inc.) quad; PMWSP map by Nequaket Natural History Associates (available at the visitor center)

Trail contact: PMWSP, (906) 885-5275

Special considerations: Parts of the Lake Superior Trail can be muddy in wet periods. Waterproof boots and trekking poles are handy for puddle hopping. Between Shining Cloud Falls and the junction with the Correction Line Trail, the Big Carp River Trail fords its namesake stream. The last mile of the hike follows the grassy shoulder of M-107.

Biting flies may be a factor along the shoreline in late June or early July. Check conditions at the PMWSP visitor center.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg] From the intersection of M-107 and South Boundary Road in PMWSP, drive west 6.4 miles to the Lake Superior Trailhead. Park on the wide gravel shoulder on either side of M-107. GPS: 46.811270, -89.754622




THE HIKE

This hike has it all. Every scenic attraction that draws hikers to the Porkies is here. Rock balconies in the first few miles offer broad Lake Superior views, before the trail descends to parallel the lake’s wave-washed shore. After a 6-mile-long sojourn near the big lake, the route turns inland, ascending alongside the cascading Big Carp River to Shining Cloud Falls. After the 10-mile mark, old-growth forest brackets the rest of the hike’s path as the trail winds its way up the Big Carp River Valley, passing below the cliffs of Miscowawbic Peak. For a grand finale the hike switchbacks up to the Escarpment and offers a parade of far-reaching views from that ridge’s heights.

Begin your hike by walking north, on the broad Lake Superior Trail, from the trail-head on M-107. For a few minutes the trail passes through a forest of old-growth hemlock, but that soon changes to much younger growth, an area where fire seared the soil after logging occurred 100 years ago.

Every now and then the trail interrupts its descent, pausing on rises that mark ancient shorelines. Typically these shallow ridges feature rock glades; a little poking around on these slabs often yields your own private viewpoint. A conglomerate spine of rock parallels the trail for 150 paces at Mile 1.3, offering more views and an alternative route for nimble hikers.

At Mile 3.0 the trail reaches the spur for the Buckshot Cabin. Respect the privacy of the cabin folks, but consider visiting a memorable break spot nearby on the slanted reefs of bedrock along the Lake Superior shore. To reach it backtrack past the long boardwalk you just crossed to a small boardwalk bridge over a minor drainage. Follow the east side of that drainage north, off-trail, about 200 yards to the shoreline. Then retrace your steps to the Lake Superior Trail and continue hiking westward. For the next several miles, the path skirts the shore, typically a little inland. You will hear waves but not always see them.

Periodically, short spur trails run to the shore, often at campsites. Aptly named, Lone Rock rises a quarter-mile offshore, near one of these spur paths, at Mile 5.5. About a mile later the trail begins a 1-mile-long segment that is actually on the shore, or just barely inland. A rise to a low ridge, a dip to the shore, and another rise brings the trail to the bluff above the mouth of the Big Carp River.

Bear left (south) on the Big Carp River Trail at Mile 9.0 as the Lake Superior Trail continues right (west). The Big Carp River Trail runs south and east, first on a bluff above the river’s dancing cascades, then at river level.

About a mile from the lake, the trail ascends another bluff and soon arrives at a cliff-top view of Shining Cloud Falls, 50 feet below, at Mile 10.4. Shining Cloud is a bi-level falls. First the flow drops 10 feet to a ledge, then it splits evenly and tumbles another 12 feet to a pool below. In its second drop the left side cascades down a rock ramp, while the right side is more of a vertical free fall.

Safely descending to the bottom of the falls takes some judgment and balance. First continue east on the trail until you are above the top of the falls. The first routes that appear below you are dangerous. A little farther on you will notice steep, switchbacking dirt paths descending to the top of the falls. When the river is at moderate flow levels, a rock ramp there is dry and leads to the bottom of the falls. Whether that rock ramp is a safe move on any given day is a judgment you will have to make when you are there.

Continue hiking eastward on the Big Carp River Trail, arriving at a ford of its namesake stream at Mile 13.0. At typical summertime river levels, this is an easy wade, not even knee deep. Bear left (north) on the Big Carp River Trail at Mile 14.0 as the Correction Line Trail goes right (east).

About a quarter-mile north of that junction, the Big Carp River Trail crosses its namesake stream again, this time on a sturdy bridge. The trail soon begins a nearly 2-mile-long run beneath the slopes of Lafayette and Miscowawbic Peaks. After traveling through memorable hemlock cathedrals, the trail passes beneath Miscowawbic Peak’s cliffs, ascends to a saddle, and continues to the top of the Escarpment. There notable views stretch to the east, past Lake of the Clouds to Cuyahoga Peak, while a blue swath of Lake Superior shows to the west, past Lafayette Peak’s rounded summit. Copper Peak’s ski jump, 20-some miles off, pierces the southwest horizon. Beginning at Mile 17.7, and for the next half-mile or so, the views are near constant. This is an open stretch of trail locals call “The Meadows.”

Viewpoints continue but become more intermittent as you hike east and arrive at the trailhead, the parking lot for the Lake of the Clouds Overlook at Mile 19.5. Walk east through the large parking lot and continue east and north on M-107. The shoulder is wide and grassy, allowing safe passage to the hike’s end, the Lake Superior Trailhead at Mile 20.5.
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[image: Grand finale on the Big Carp River Trail—sweeping views along the Escarpment]
Grand finale on the Big Carp River Trail—sweeping views along the Escarpment



Options: A 6-mile out-and-back hike to the shoreline east of the Buckshot Cabin features both high views of Lake Superior from rock ledges and a perfect break spot on the shore. Depart from the Lake Superior Trailhead on M-107.

Another short alternative, at the end of the hike’s loop, offers sweeping views and quiet ambience. That outing is a 4-mile round-trip on the Big Carp River Trail to “The Meadows.” From the intersection of M-107 and South Boundary Road, drive 7.5 miles west on M-107 to the Big Carp River Trailhead. Then hike 2 miles southwest on that trail.




MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Lake Superior Trailhead on M-107.

	1.3 “Whaleback” conglomerate rock parallels trail.

	3.0 Buckshot Cabin spur.

	5.5 Lone Rock.

	9.0 Mouth of the Big Carp River.

	10.4 Shining Cloud Falls.

	13.0 Ford of Big Carp River.

	14.0 Junction with Correction Line Trail.

	17.7 The Meadows.

	19.5 Big Carp River Trailhead, end of M-107.

	20.5 Lake Superior Trailhead on M-107.












5 LITTLE CARP RIVER CASCADES


Highlights: The waterfalls and cascades of the Little Carp River and old-growth forest

Location: Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (PMWSP)

Type of hike: One-way shuttle

Distance: 9.6 miles

Difficulty: Moderate

Fees and permits: Michigan DNR Recreation Passport

Best months: May through October. River crossings will be more difficult in periods of high water.

Camping: Backcountry camping is available along the trail, within PMWSP regulations. The park’s Presque Isle Campground has 50 campsites and is 5 miles west of the Pinkerton Trailhead.

Maps: USGS Tiebel Creek, Carp River quad; PMWSP map by Nequaket Natural History Associates (available at the visitor center)

Trail contact: PMWSP, (906) 885-5275

Special considerations: The Little Carp River Trail fords its namesake stream twice. I found these crossings an easy rock hop during a low-water period in August. At other times they would be a wade. During high-water episodes, they might be dangerous or impossible.




FINDING THE TRAILHEAD

[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg] From the intersection of M-107 and South Boundary Road, in PMWSP, drive south and west 19.7 miles to the Pinkerton Trailhead. GPS: 46.725159, -89.899254




THE HIKE

This is a poetic route. Elegant old-growth forest begins a few minutes from the trailhead and stays with you until the end of the outing. Three miles down the trail, the sights and sounds of the cascading Little Carp River join in, a near constant companion for the rest of the hike. Lake Superior’s shore is also nearby and accessible as a short side-trip.

Begin your hike by walking north on the broad Pinkerton Trail as it drops ever so gradually to the bridge over Pinkerton Creek at Mile 1.0. A bench overlooks the stream, a shady scene of low bedrock ledges and gentle riffles in midsummer.

About a mile later, after threading through memorable hemlock groves, the path reaches another bench. This one is on a bluff high above the swirling cascades of the Little Carp River. The trail swings northward and reaches a junction with the Lake Superior Trail at Mile 2.6. Turn right (east) following the Lake Superior Trail across the bridge over the Little Carp River. You’ll reach the junction with the Little Carp River Trail at Mile 2.7.

For a worthy side-trip, turn left (northwest) and walk 0.2 mile on the Lake Superior Trail to the cobble and bedrock shoreline of Lake Superior, the Earth’s largest freshwater lake. When you are ready, retrace your steps to the junction of the Lake Superior and Little Carp Trails.

From this junction turn right (east) and hike upstream on the Little Carp River Trail. After a quick ascent and descent of a bluff, the trail settles down to follow the rushing river and crosses it at Mile 4.1. Now on the west side of the river, the trail winds through a floodplain forest; an overflow channel is nearby. About a mile after the crossing, a scene of subtle beauty unfolds as a series of swirling cascades drops through mossy bedrock formations.



[image: Greenstone Falls, part of the Little Carp River’s striking whitewater parade]
Greenstone Falls, part of the Little Carp River’s striking whitewater parade



As mesmerizing as the cascades are, the next scene is even more memorable. The river runs down a huge waterslide, roughly 70 feet long and 20 feet high, known as Trappers Falls. Due to the pebbly nature of the conglomerate bedrock, the water shoots up in a zillion small ripples as it races down the slope. When I was there the cascade was backlit, and it was a brilliant, pulsating spectacle.

Just above Trappers Falls the trail crosses the river. About a mile later, the path ascends a low bluff, offering glimpses of cascades 50 yards downslope with picturesque virgin timber framing the view. Watch for some outstanding specimens of white pine trees in this stretch, near a backcountry campsite.

Continue hiking eastward on the Little Carp River Trail as it ascends a low bluff and meets the junction with the Cross Trail at Mile 8.5. Bear right (south); the Cross Trail goes left (north). Soon after the junction the path descends back to the river and a bench by a campsite.

A stretch of charming cascades leads past the Greenstone Falls cabin. At Mile 8.9 the trail arrives at Greenstone Falls, a 6-foot drop that is well worth a break. From there hike east, reaching the well-marked junction of the spur trail that leads to the Little Carp River Road at Mile 9.2.

Turn right (south) on the Little Carp River Road spur trail. Just before the spur trail reaches the road, a series of cascades, including Overlooked Falls, warrants a visit. At Mile 9.6 the spur trail reaches the Little Carp River




[image: chpt_fig_011.jpg]






MILES AND DIRECTIONS


	0.0 Pinkerton Trailhead.

	1.0 Pinkerton Creek.

	2.6 Lake Superior Trail junction.

	2.7 Little Carp River Trail junction.

	4.1 Little Carp River Trail crosses river.

	5.5 Trappers Falls; Little Carp River Trail crosses river.

	8.5 Cross Trail junction.

	8.9 Greenstone Falls.

	9.2 Spur trail to Little Carp River Road.

	9.6 Little Carp River Road.












APPENDIX A: HIKE FINDER









	HIKE NUMBER
	HIKE NAME
	WATERFALLS
	QUIET INLAND LAKES
	GREAT LAKES SHORELINE
	RIVERS AND STREAMS
	MEMORABLE FOREST
	VIEWS FROM HIGH PLACES
	MODERATE HIKES
	LOOPS/LOLLIPOPS
	LONG DAY HIKES
	OVERNIGHT BACKPACKING
	SOLITUDE
	WILDLIFE VIEWING





	1
	Black River Waterfalls
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	2
	Escarpment
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	
	



	3
	Lake Superior Shoreline
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	4
	Lake Superior/Big Carp River Loop
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•



	5
	Little Carp River Cascades
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	



	6
	Mirror Lake Loop
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	



	7
	Norwich Bluff
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•



	8
	Norwich Bluff to Victoria
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	9
	Presque Isle River Waterfalls Loop
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	



	10
	Shining Cloud Falls
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	



	11
	Trap Hills Loop
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	



	12
	Trap Hills Traverse
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	13
	Union River Cascades Loop
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	



	14
	Bond Falls
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	15
	Clark Lake Loop
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•



	16
	Deer Island Lake
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	17
	O-Kun-de-Kun Falls
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•



	18
	Bare Bluff
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	



	19
	Canyon Falls
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	



	20
	Craig Lake
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•



	21
	Estivant Pines Loop
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	



	22
	Horseshoe Harbor
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•



	23
	Isle Roy ale
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	
	•



	24
	Tibbets Falls/Oren Krumm Shelter
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	



	25
	White Deer Lake
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	26
	Blueberry Ridge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	



	27
	Echo Lake
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	•



	28
	Falls of the Yellow Dog
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	



	29
	Hogback Mountain
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	



	30
	Laughing Whitefish Falls
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	



	31
	Little Garlic River
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	



	32
	Morgan Creek/Carp River Falls
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	33
	Whitefish Lake Preserve
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•



	34
	Cedar River Loop
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•



	35
	Bay de Noc-Grand Island National Recreation Trail
	
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	
	•
	



	36
	Piers Gorge
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	



	37
	Au Sable Point/Log Slide
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•



	38
	Beaver Lake Loop
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	39
	Bruno’s Run Loop
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	•



	40
	Chapel Loop
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	•



	41
	Grand Island Loop
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	



	42
	Grand Sable Dunes Loop
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	43
	Miners Falls
	•
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	44
	Twin Waterfalls
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	



	45
	Pictured Rocks
	•
	
	•
	•
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•



	
46
	Rock River Falls
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	



	47
	Birch Point
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•



	48
	Point Patterson/ Cataract River
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•



	49
	Portage Bay
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	50
	Seney National Wildlife Refuge
	
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•



	51
	Giant Pines Loop
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	



	52
	Mouth of the Blind Sucker River
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•



	53
	Naomikong Point
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•



	54
	Tahquamenon Falls
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	•



	55
	Tahquamenon West/NCT
	•
	•
	
	•
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	•



	56
	Two Hearted River
	
	
	•
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	



	57
	Whitefish Point
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	•



	58
	Horseshoe Bay
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	•



	59
	Maple Hill
	
	
	
	
	•
	
	
	
	•
	•
	•
	



	60
	Marble Head
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	
	
	•
	•
	
	•













APPENDIX B: CONTACT INFORMATION AND ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Crystal Falls Field Office


1420 US 2 West


Crystal Falls, MI 49920


(906) 875-6622


Cusino/Shingleton Field Office


M-28 West


PO Box 67


Shingleton, MI 49884


(906) 452-6236


Dickinson Area Chamber of Commerce


600 South Stephenson Ave.


Iron Mountain, MI 49801


(906) 774-2002


www.dickinsonchamber.com


Escanaba Field Office


6833 US-2, 41, and M-35


Gladstone, MI 49837


(906) 786-2351


Grand Island National Recreation Area


Hiawatha National Forest


Munising Ranger District


400 East Munising Ave.


Munising, MI 49862


(906) 387-2512


Gwinn Management Unit


410 West M-35


Gwinn, MI 49841


(906) 346-9201


Hiawatha National Forest


Forest Headquarters


820 Rains Drive


Gladstone, MI 49837


(906) 428-5800


www.fs.usda.gov/hiawatha


Isle Royale National Park


800 East Lakeshore Dr.


Houghton, MI 49931-1896


(906) 482-0984


Michigan Department of Natural Resources


www.michigan.gov/dnr


Baraga Customer Service Center


427 US 41 N.


Baraga, MI 49908


(906) 353-6651


Michigan Nature Association


2310 Science Pkwy., Ste. 100


Okemos, MI 48864


(866) 223-2231


www.michigannature.org


Munising Ranger District


400 East Munising Ave.


Munising, MI 49862


(906) 387-2512


The Nature Conservancy


Upper Peninsula Office


101 South Front St., Ste.


105 Marquette, MI 49855


(906) 225-0399


www.nature.org


Naubinway Field Office


W11569 US-2


Naubinway, MI 49762


(906) 477-6048



Newberry Forest Management Unit


PO Box 428


5666 State Hwy. M-123


Newberry, MI 49868


(906) 293-3293


Noquemanon Trail Network


2375 M-553


Marquette, MI 49855


(906) 235-6861


North Country Trail Association


229 East Main St.


Lowell, MI 49331


(866) HIKENCT (445-3628)


www.northcountrytrail.org


Ontonagon Ranger District


1209 Rockland Rd.


Ontonagon, MI 49953


(906) 884-2085


Ottawa National Forest


Supervisor’s Office/Bessemer Ranger District


E6248 US 2


Ironwood, MI 49938


(906) 932-1330


www.fs.usda.gov/ottawa


Ottawa National Forest


Kenton Ranger District


4810 East M-28


Kenton, MI 49967


(906) 852-3500


Ottawa Visitor Center


E23949 US 2 and 45


PO Box 276


Watersmeet, MI 49969


(906) 358-4724


Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore/Hiawatha National Forest


Interagency Visitor Center


400 East Munising Ave.


Munising, MI 49862-0040


National Park Headquarters:


(906) 387-2607


Interagency Visitor Center information:


(906) 387-3700


www.nps.gov/piro


Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore


Grand Sable Visitor Center


E21090 CR H-58


(906) 494-2660


Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park


33303 Headquarters Rd.


Ontonagon, MI 49953


(906) 885-5275


www.mi.gov/porkies


St. Ignace/Sault Ste. Marie Ranger


District—St. Ignace Office


W1900 US 2


St. Ignace, MI 49781


(906) 643-7900


Sault Ste. Marie Field Office


PO Box 798


4131 S. M-129


Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783


(906) 635-5281


Sault Ste. Marie USDA Service Center


2847 Ashmun St.


Sault Ste. Marie, MI 47983


(906) 632-9611


Seney National Wildlife Refuge


1674 Refuge Entrance Rd.


Seney, MI 49883


(906) 586-9851


www.fws.gov/refuge/seney



Sierra Club


Michigan Chapter


109 Cesar E. Chavez Ave.


Lansing, MI 48906-4348


(517) 484-2372


www.sierraclub.org/michigan


Superior Watershed Partnership and Land Trust


2 Peter White Dr., Presque Isle Park


Marquette, MI 49855


(906) 228-6095


www.superiorwatersheds.org


Sylvania Wilderness


Ottawa National Forest


Watersmeet Ranger Station


E23979 US 2 East


Watersmeet, MI 49969


Sylvania Wilderness Entrance: (906) 358-4404


Tahquamenon Falls State Park


41382 West M-123


Paradise, MI 49768


(906) 492-3415


www.michigandnr.com


Upper Peninsula Environmental Coalition (UPEC)


PO Box 673


Houghton, MI 49931


906-201-1949


www.upenvironment.org


Van Riper State Park


851 CR Ake,


Champion, MI 49814


(906) 339-4461


Watersmeet & Iron River Ranger Districts


E23979 US 2 East


Watersmeet, MI 49969


(906) 358-4551


Whitefish Point Bird Observatory


16914 N. Whitefish Point Rd.


Paradise, MI 49768


(906) 492-3596








ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Eric Hansen has hiked and backpacked extensively and now divides his time between the mountains and canyons of the West and the woods and waters of the northern Great Lakes. He has climbed most of the high peaks in Montana’s Glacier National Park and completed twenty-one treks to the bottom of the Grand Canyon. After 20 years of exploring Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, he hiked nearly 900 miles to research this guidebook. Eight hundred miles of hiking went into his earlier guidebook, Hiking Wisconsin.


He has written extensively for Backpacker magazine. His regional outdoor writing has appeared in Milwaukee Magazine, the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel, Shepherd Express, Silent Sports magazine, and Wisconsin Trails magazine.
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Winter hiking can be challenging, but worth the extra effort.






[image: Isle Royale is the least-visited National Park, but in my opinion, one of the most spectacular.]
Isle Royale is the least-visited National Park, but in my opinion, one of the most spectacular.




Rebecca Pelky has spent half of her life in the Upper Peninsula and the other half being a zookeeper. During her 20 years in the UP, she’s hiked extensively, and though she couldn’t say how many miles it’s been, hopefully every one of them has added something to this book. She has degrees in zoology and English, and a PhD in writing. She hopes to contribute the combination of science, research, and creative writing skills that she’s acquired over many years.
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