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  A Very Local Storm


  Hugo’s cousin Maud came to spend the weekend at the farm.


  “I would like to go to the pond down there, to see the ducks!” She said.


  “I would advise you against it!” Replied Hugo, looking up to the sky. “It’s going to rain!”


  But Maud went along, skipping and laughing…


  “It’s just a joke!”


  She came back half an hour later, soaked from head to toe.


  “You’re very talented at forecasting the weather!” She admitted.


  “It wasn’t the rain: I turned on the automatic lawn sprinkler!”


  “Sorry about the prank, little cousin!”


  “You rascal!” She replied, with a smile on her face.


  “I’ll have my revenge, believe me!”
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  A Cuddly Toy in Love


  Pepi was Lea’s favourite cuddly toy. They were always together. But ever since Lea had received Sandy as a present, a cute cuddly ostrich, Pepi’s heart beat very quickly: He was in love. Today, Pepi had disappeared. Lea looked for him everywhere, under the bed, in the sheets. He was nowhere to be found. Suddenly, Mum had an idea and whispered it to Lea: “Maybe Pepi has gone to be with Sandy in the toy box?


  Lea went to check: Oh! There he was! To avoid separating the sweethearts, the little girl slept with both Sandy and Pepi.


  And never mind if there was hardly enough room in the bed!
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  The Mysterious Box


  Lucy had a box that she took with her everywhere. She took it to school, to her friend’s house… She even took it to bed with her.


  All her friends asked her: “What’s in the box?” But Lucy wouldn’t tell them.


  “It’s a secret,” she replied. “It’s my secret.”


  Then one day at school, the box started to move on Lucy’s desk. Everybody gathered round, even the schoolteacher.


  Lucy carefully lifted the lid off the box.


  And… out flew a beautiful butterfly!


  It flew straight out the window.


  “Oh!” exclaimed Lucy.


  “That’s not what I put in there.


  It was just a wrinkled old worm.”


  All the children laughed and the teacher told them the wonderful story of where butterflies come from.
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  Strange Elves


  During this freezing month of December, Father Christmas’ elves had fallen sick. So, Father Christmas found himself all alone to prepare the presents and load his sleigh. But as he was looking beneath the clouds, he saw some garden gnomes covered in snow… right up to their bonnets! Aha! Father Christmas went down into the garden and borrowed some gnomes. Then he asked Poc the witch to say a magic spell and in a flash the gnomes came to life and worked instead of the elves.


  As the bells chimed midnight, Father Christmas was finally ready and he could begin his rounds. But first he went to the garden to give the gnomes back to their owner!
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  The Soap Bubbles


  Olivier was in love with Clara and he really wanted to send her a message of love.


  Setting down to the task, he made a lovely drawing, which he accompanied with a poem. “How can I send it?” he asked himself.


  He cut his lovely drawing and the poem in pieces. Then he made some soap bubbles.


  Inside each one, he placed a piece of paper. The bubbles flew all the way to Clara’s house, then they burst and Clara picked up the pieces of paper.


  When she put them together like a puzzle, she was able to read her sweetheart’s message!
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  Friends


  Today, Pic the hen has invited her best friend to have tea with her. She spent all day preparing her little party: Lovely tablemats, porcelain cups and delicious sesame seed biscuits. When Pic the hen’s friend knocked on her door that afternoon, the henhouse was abandoned: There were no cocks or chicks or turkeys and not even the shadow of a feather!


  It must be said that Bernard, Pic’s best friend is a fox! But, as Pic the hen had not been eaten, the entire henhouse came to drink tea at her house.
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  Spring in the Orchard


  Maud and Hugo were walking in the orchard looking at the fruit trees.


  “The buds will open soon!” explained Hugo. “Spring is a marvellous season.”


  “A snake!” cried Maud suddenly, pointing at the ground.


  Hugo burst out laughing, kneeled down and grabbed an old piece of rope.


  “I thought that…” his cousin began, her cheeks ablaze.


  “Don’t worry. I won’t tell anybody!” Our friend assured her.


  “That ‘terrible snake’ will remain a secret between you and me.”
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  The Illuminated Hiding Places


  Everybody knows that squirrels stock hazelnuts for the winter.


  But nice Nibbler always forgets where his hiding places are! Poor thing!


  He cries every time winter comes.


  “Help! Help me! I haven’t got anything to eat!” he complains.


  But this year, the animals of the forest were fed up with it and they rebelled: “Nibbler always steals our provisions!” cried the badgers, hedgehogs and ferrets together.


  Mrs Magpie sent out invitations for a great animal counsel and luckily, they found a solution among them. From then onwards, the glow-worms would take care of lighting up Nibbler’s hiding places!
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  Imitations Galore!


  In the jungle, Pico the little parrot can imitate all the animals. Pico is mischievous, as he can cry like a baboon to wake the crocodiles up from their afternoon sleep.


  He roars like a tiger to make the baby sloths cry. He cheeps like an eagle to scare the lemurs. The animals were getting tired of his pranks. Hugo the gorilla had an idea: “Pico, I bet you can’t imitate all the animals!


  He told him.


  “Yes, all of them!” Replied Pico.


  “Then, imitate the giraffe!”


  “Alright! But how does the giraffe go?”


  “The giraffe is silent!” Said Hugo, roaring with laughter.


  From that day onwards, the jungle was much more peaceful!
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