
They Call Me Maddie

The Madeleine McCann Story

By David Kennedy

Copyright © 2019 by David Kennedy

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

We dedicate this book to all of the missing children of the world. | Sadly, for many, the answers will never come | and comfort for their families will never be found. | We ask everyone to please go to your missing children website for your country and share the photos of the missing children. | You may not be able to bring them all home,

Madeleine is described to have had blonde hair and green-blue eyes. The most important physical distinctions she had was a brown spot on her left calf and a rare, dark blemish in the iris of her right eye.

Prologue

Part One | Life before Portugal | Kate and Gerry McCann

Part Two | Welcome to Praia da Lu

A Sketch of the Ugly Man seen outside the McCann’s apartment prior to Madeleine’s disappearance

Both of these distances were determined using Google Earth.

Gerry McCann on the bus ride to Ocean Club taken from a video of the McCanns arriving in Portugal

Madeleine (second from right) on the bus ride to Ocean Club taken from a video of the McCanns arriving in Portugal

Here is Satellite imagery of Saturday, April 28th, 2007 in Portugal.

Here is Satellite imagery of Wednesday, May 2nd, 2007 in Portugal.

Part Three | May 3rd, 2007

Picture showing the dining room table in relation to the couches in the living room.

\ | Here is the official photo that was used to create that theory.

Part Four | The Anatomy of The Crime

This photo shows you the view of the McCann’s apartment from where they were seated at the Tapas restaurant. We will add the hedges that you see in the picture that blocks the view of the apartment door were there on that night in May 2007.

There was a photo released to the public after Madeleine was reported missing. And based on Janes statement this was the released photo.

Part Five | The First Twelve hours

Timeline 1

Timeline 2

Anna Stam, with sketches of the couple she saw

Part Six | Life without Madeleine

As you can see, Amelie is no longer there.

Examination and results | Reference objects

Part Seven | The Newest Arguidos

Part Eight | 2008 The End of The Road. | Or Maybe Just the Beginning

Kate and Gerry McCann May 1st, 2008 in London, England.

Part Nine | The Case After 2008

Madeleine as she might have looked at age six

This computer-generated image was released on what would have been Madeleine's ninth birthday Image: Scotland Yard produced for the Metropolitan police by forensic artist Teri Blythe.

.

IN CLOSING

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

We dedicate this book to all of the missing children of the world. 

Sadly, for many, the answers will never come 

and comfort for their families will never be found. 

We ask everyone to please go to your missing children website for your country and share the photos of the missing children.

You may not be able to bring them all home,
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but maybe you can help find just one.  
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Madeleine is described to have had blonde hair and green-blue eyes. The most important physical distinctions she had was a brown spot on her left calf and a rare, dark blemish in the iris of her right eye.
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Anyone with information about Madeleine McCann’s disappearance should call the Find Madeleine investigation line 0845 8384699 or email: investigation@findmadeleine.com

As of the time of this writing, the rewards offered totaled over £2.6 million including:

£1,500,000 (€2,200,000) including £250,000 by the News of the World

£250,000 by Sir Philip Green

£50,000 by Simon Cowell

£25,000 by Coleen McLoughlin

Other contributors include Sir Richard Branson, JK Rowling, and Bill Kenwright

£1,000,000 (€1,470,000) by British businessman Stephen Winyard

£100,000 (€147,000) by a colleague of Kate McCann

€15,000 (£10,250) by Portuguese newspaper Record

£10,000 (€14,700) by The Sun

The purpose of this book is to keep Madeleine’s story alive until the truth of her disappearance is discovered. We are not claiming to know the guilt or innocents of any of the people involved in this case. And we do not feel that we have enough knowledge of this case to claim any guilt to any particular person or persons involved. 

Our family wants the guilty convicted, and the innocent exempted. We’re not personifying the appliance of justice. We want to note that; until someone is proven guilty by a British Court of Law, any person named in this book is to be considered innocent. 

We advise everyone who has any interest in this case, to please refer to the official police reports that have been released to the public from the Ministério Público in Portimão, Portugal. These files have been released to the public on August 4th, 2008 in accordance with Portuguese Law.

All of these files can be found online if you search the keyword: mccannpjfiles.

If you hear or read anything on social media that points to the guilt or innocents of any particular person, in this case, we as ask you to do your due diligence to read up on the information being provided. As none of the key figures have been officially ruled out as potential suspects at the time of this writing. Until Madeleine’s fate is truly known we cannot assume the guilt or innocents of anyone. 

All statements made in this book that references the book written by Kate McCann is referring to the book:

Madeleine: Our daughter's disappearance and the continuing search for her

We will note that Kate said that she puts 100% of the money raised by book sales into replenishing the fund investigating her daughter's disappearance.

All statements made in this book that references the book written by Goncalo Amaral is referring to the book: Maddie: A Verdade da Mentira ("Maddie: The Truth of the Lie")

Both of these books can be purchased online. 

All statements made in this book that references the official police files are from the case files that were released to the public on August 4th, 2008 in accordance with Portuguese Law.
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Prologue
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When I researched the Madeleine McCann case, I saw the same similarities that stand out in all famous cases like this one... That is that somebody knows exactly what happened to Madeleine McCann. 

At first, this story seems simple. On May 3rd, 2007, an abductor breaks into a holiday apartment in Praia da Luz, Portugal in the cover of night. The intruder snatches the three-year-old Madeleine McCann. And he disappears into the night and little Madeleine is never seen again.

Or at least those are the facts in Gerry and Kate’s version of events. They’ve stuck to the same story since their daughter Madeleine’s abduction, even when they were declared suspects.

This case may be over a decade old, but its unanswered questions still have the power to captivate the public. Theories proliferate in the headlines of tabloids, in documentaries, and on radio shows about what really happened to Madeleine McCann. 

Was Madeleine abducted by a trafficking ring? 

Was she the victim of a burglary? 

Was she killed by accident? 

Or even worse, was she killed on purpose?

They have not answered those questions. 

We will take an in-depth look into the disappearance of little Madeleine. We will look at the suspects and the investigations including the one into the McCanns themselves.

I’m not here to point fingers at any particular person. My only goal is to get a better understanding of what really happened on May 3rd, 2007, in apartment 5-A of The Ocean Club Apartments in Praia da Luz in Portugal where Madeleine McCann went missing.

What we already know is that Madeleine was sleeping in a back bedroom of a self-catered holiday apartment with her young twin siblings as her parents, Kate and Gerry McCann, ate and drank at a Tapas bar about 180 feet away with friends. The doors were closed, but not locked. And the group of friends took turns checking on the sleeping children at regular intervals. 

At 9:05 pm, Gerry McCann took his turn checking on the kids. At 10:00, when Kate McCann went to take a peek, she noticed the door to the kids’ bedroom was open and so was the screenless window. 

Madeleine was gone. And now began one of the most high-profile missing person’s cases in modern history. Hundreds of sightings, scores of arrests and investigations—including into the McCanns themselves — have all turned up empty.

As we go through the events surrounding Madeleine’s disappearance, we will add our own personal notes within the timeline (Author Note:) as to what we notice in the statements to clarify any of the facts in the case that may have been distorted over the years.

We will also add the mobile phone calls that the authorities determined were made by the McCanns while on holiday. 

To obtain the mobile phone information for this book, we used the CD issued by Ministerio Publico de Portimao in July 2008. 

The CD contains a great deal of information on the mobile calls made and received by the group but it is dispersed, difficult to retrieve and with important pages and charts missing. 

The main documents of interest from the CD that we used to obtain the call information are: 

A 3-page report by the Polícia Judiciária (undated, but probably May 4th, 2007) listing all of the call records retrieved from the mobile phones of Gerry and Kate. 

Detailed reports by Inspector Paulo Dias, Inspector of UNI-Sector de An'ise, Lisbon, dated November 9th, 2007, February 5th, 2008, (containing time bars, link charts, and maps pinpointing where the group’s phones were when they activated antennas). And the third report by Inspector Dias dated June 2nd, 2008 which includes details of activations of the Luz and other mobile antennas in the area from April 28th, 2007 to September 2007.

Information provided by Vodafone on December 14th, 2007 covering a period from April 29th, 2007 for Gerry McCann, David Payne, Rachael Mampilly, broken into four separate sections for incoming and outgoing telephone calls, incoming and outgoing SMS traffic

We also looked over the Rogatory Letter requests and correspondence dated from December 5th, 2007 to May 2007 and responses from the Home Office in April and May of 2008.

We are not putting them here to place any blame or to insinuate any guilt. Our only goal is to put forth all of the information in the case that is known to be factual and we will let the reader determine the significance to the case.

I also want to add that over the years I have spoken to hundreds of people concerning this case. And I have heard some of the most outlandish stories. 

Here is one of the most foolish stories that I have been told while looking into this case.  And I will note that this IS NOT my theory. 

A woman in the UK told me that the McCanns had found a ransom note left on Madeleine’s bed and never told anyone about it. That is why Kate screamed that they had taken her. She knew immediately that Madeleine was kidnapped but could not tell the police. And that is why they are trying to raise so much money. It is not to find her as they already know where she is. All they want is to get her back by paying the ransom. 

I told the woman that this was pure foolishness and that no ransom note was ever left. I even went as far to ask her how she knew of such a note if there is no record of it anywhere in the police reports or the internet. 

Her response was that the family was told to keep the note secret or else Madeleine would be killed. 

So, I asked her how she knew of such a secret that nobody else knew. 

Her response was that someone close to the family told her. 

I have had others tell me that “the McCanns never had a daughter named Madeleine that the only children they had were the twins. They made up the story about Madeleine.”  And I will note that this IS NOT my theory.

This case has so many details that are distorted and people are gullible enough to believe them. 

So, as we go forward, I will be presenting the story according to eyewitnesses and police reports. If at any time we go beyond the facts that are supported by physical evidence we will go further into that information and take a deeper look at the possibilities of alternative theories. 

And I know that many people will have issues with the fact that the truth does not match with their beliefs on this case. 

But I will put every theory to the test against the physical evidence that is known to the public. 
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Part One

Life before Portugal
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Kate and Gerry McCann

Madeleine’s parents are both physicians and practicing Roman Catholics. Kate Marie McCann, née Healy was born in 1968, Huyton, which is a town in the Metropolitan Borough of Knowsley, in Merseyside, England near Liverpool.

Kate attended All Saints School in Anfield, then Notre Dame High School in Everton Valley, where she graduated in 1992 with a degree in medicine from the University of Dundee. 

She worked briefly in obstetrics and gynecology, then anesthetics, and finally focused her career in general practice. 

Gerry McCann was also born in 1968 in Glasgow which is the most populous city in Scotland and the third most populous city in the United Kingdom.

He attended Holy Rood Roman Catholic Secondary School before graduating from the University of Glasgow with a Bachelor of Science degree in physiology/sports science in 1989. 

In 2002, he got his MD, a research degree, also from Glasgow. Since 2005 he has been a consultant cardiologist at Glenfield Hospital, in Leicester which is a city and unitary authority area in the East Midlands of England.

Kate met Gerry soon after graduation from Notre Dame High School in Glasgow and five years later the couple married in 1998. 

The newlywed wanted so bad to start a family. But no matter how much they tried it wasn’t happening. 

They saw their friends having children and were thrilled for them, but it made them feel sad at the same time. They have tried unsuccessfully for the first four years of their marriage to conceive. 

Finally, there came a point when they finally admitted that they needed medical help. The McCanns were so desperate to have a child they would try anything at this point.

They finally tried to conceive using In Vitro Fertilization treatment. They both knew In Vitro Fertilization wasn’t everyone’s choice, but they both wanted to try it. 

Author’s Note: In Vitro Fertilization is an assisted reproductive technology commonly referred to as IVF. IVF is the process of fertilization by extracting eggs from the mother, retrieving a sperm sample from the father, and then manually combining an egg and sperm in a laboratory dish. They then transfer the embryo(s) to the mother’s uterus.

They had one unsuccessful attempt before Madeleine and that was very hard on both of the McCanns. 

After four long years, they were finally having a baby. In late 2002 Kate did a home pregnancy test. She did the test at home so she could handle the result if it wasn’t positive. 

When the test showed a positive result, she looked at it thinking, “I don’t believe that.”

They went to the hospital, and they double-checked the test and they confirmed that the McCanns were having a baby. 

At first, Kate thought she would have a little boy, just based on her instinct. Madeleine was born on May 12th, 2003, in Leicester. It made it even more special she was a little girl.

Kate, Gerry, and Madeleine moved to Amsterdam for a year and when they returned Kate was pregnant with the twins. Two-year-old twins Sean and Amelie were born twenty months later in February 2005, also after In Vitro Fertilization treatment. 

[image: image]

Madeleine is blonde-haired, with blue-green eyes; she also has a small brown spot on her left calf and a distinctive dark strip on the iris of her right eye.

Those who know the McCanns will tell you that Madeleine is a very happy little girl with an outgoing personality.

They describe Madeleine as a warm, life-enriching little person and will bring joy into the life of anyone she may encounter.

Everyone who knew the couple saw two loving parents and a family life that many would say was perfect.
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Part Two

Welcome to Praia da Lu
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The Ocean Club
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In April 2007 the McCanns planned to take a seven-night spring break vacation to the small village of Praia da Luz, which is a small fishing village with a population of just around 1,000 people located about six kilometers from the municipality of Lagos in the Algarve, Portugal, which is about an hour's drive from Faro Airport.

This small village has attracted British tourists for the past few decades many locals say that it was one of the best-kept secrets on the Algarve.

Vila da Luz is one of a number of villages built from 1960 to 1970, when the Algarve became a very popular tourist destination, particularly with the British. Praia da Luz is known as "little Britain" because of the concentration of British homeowners and holidaymakers. 

The Ocean Club was one of several collections of tourist accommodation in the small town. The club comprises villa-style apartments, set around a series of private areas that include a swimming pool, tennis courts, and a small restaurant. 

In the usual style of Mark Warner, the Ocean Club is not a gated, enclosed resort, but a sprawling complex open to the village of Luz and scattered over such a wide distance that buses are used to ferry holidaymakers around. 

Many holidaymakers felt that, although the resort was open to the village, it was still safe and secure.

David Payne had booked the vacation through the British holiday company Mark Warner Ltd and was scheduled to stay at Rua Dr. Agostinho da Silva, an apartment owned by a retired teacher from Liverpool, one of several privately-owned properties rented by the company.

About 500 metres south of the Ocean Club is the Praia da Luz beach. The locals call it, “the beach of Our Lady of Light”. 

The fine sandy beach stretches as far as the famous volcanic rock – Rocha Negra – with vivid sandstone cliffs in the background. The remains of an ancient military fort dominate the highest points. Many locals believe that the fort was erected to protect the villagers from potential attackers coming from the sea.

A paved walkway bordered by palm trees runs along the beautiful seafront.

Along the road that links the Luz church to the beach are the ruins of the Roman thermal baths; through their cellar run numerous tunnels, which for more than fifty years, have been used to reach the beach. 

To the outside world and even the McCanns Praia da Luz was a perfect place to take their holiday. But what they did not know was that in the days prior to their arrival it was anything but perfect. 

In statements to the Polícia Judiciária also known as just the PJ, people described men behaving oddly near the apartment that the McCanns were to stay in the days leading up to the day that Madeleine disappeared. 

Scotland Yard came to believe that these men may have been engaged in reconnaissance, either for abduction or a burglary. There had been a noticeable increase in local burglaries between January and May 2007, including two on the same block as the McCann’s apartment in the two weeks leading up to the disappearance, during which burglars had entered through windows. 

Several people reported seeing men collecting for charity on April 20th, near the McCann’s apartment, a rough-looking man asked a tourist in her holiday apartment for money for an orphanage in nearby Espiche. She described him as pushy and intimidating and said he made her feel very uncomfortable. After this information came to light, it was discovered that there were no orphanages or similar institutions in or near Espiche.

Just days before the McCanns arrived in Praia da Luz, the family who rented apartment 5-A before the McCanns encountered a man on their balcony who had entered via the steps from the street.  

They described the intruder as polite and clean-shaven, he also asked for money for an orphanage. 

Many people wonder now, had the McCanns known about these incidents near their apartment would they have taken more precautions to protect their children. While others say a parent need not be told of incidents like these to automatically take their children’s safety into account whenever possible. 

Saturday, April 28th 

On the morning of Saturday, April 28th, the McCanns go to Leicestershire airport to board a flight for Faro for their seven-night spring break in Praia da Luz.

They arrive in Faro at around 2:00 p.m. and board the minibus provided for tourists by the tour operator, to travel the 70 kilometers to their destination: The Ocean Club holiday complex at Vila da Luz, just west from the town of Lagos.

Author Note: At the beginning of their Holiday the McCanns did not have a rental car. Many theories on the internet are that the parents were somehow involved in their daughter’s death or disappearance and disposed of her body by driving to a neighboring town to dispose of her body. This theory cannot be true as the family had no vehicle at that time. 

The McCanns were on holiday with seven friends and eight children in all, including the McCanns' own three.

The McCanns are traveling with the Payne family, composed of 41-year-old David Payne and his wife 35-year-old wife Fiona. The Paynes are both doctors. They have with them their daughters Lilly and Scarlett aged 2 and 1 respectively and Fiona’s mother Diana Webster, aged 63. Diana is a credit manager. 

David Payne is the organizer of the trip.

The McCanns had known the Paynes for years; Kate met Fiona in 2000 when they both worked in Leicester General Hospital's intensive care unit.

The McCanns and the Paynes arrived at the resort and met up with the rest of the group who arrived earlier around 1:00 p.m.

The other members of the group of holiday-makers had arrived from London: the Oldfields – 38-year-old Matthew Oldfield who is also a doctor and worked with Gerry at the Glenfield Hospital. 

Traveling with Matthew was his wife, 37-year-old Rachel Mariamma Jean Mampilly, who works as a recruitment consultant (Some websites refer to her occupation as a lawyer but her statement to police following Madeleine’s disappearance does not state that she is a lawyer) and with them are their daughter, 19-month-old Grace. 

Also traveling with them are the O’Brien couple. 37-year-old Russell O’Brien who is also a doctor, his wife 36-year-old Jane Tanner who was a marketing manager and their daughters Ella and Evie. (Aged 3 and 1 respectively)

The O’Briens almost passed on going on the holiday because Ella was ill the week before with an abscess on her foot that she had to go into Hospital and have removed.

The decision to go on holiday was literally a very last-minute thing for them. 

They decided to go on holiday on Friday morning and stayed with the Oldfields on Friday night. 

Gerry McCann and Matthew Oldfield lived with Russell O’Brien and David Payne when they were all medical students in Leicester.

These couples have spent their holidays together for several years. 

In September 2003, the McCanns and their friends Matthew, Rachael, Russell, and Jane spent a week in Umbria in Italy, where they went to attend David and Fiona Payne’s wedding. This is when Rachael met the McCanns for the first time.  

In January 2005, while Kate was pregnant with the twins, they stayed a week in Lanzarote, an island in the Canaries. 

In September 2005, Gerry, Kate and their two-year-old daughter Madeleine went to Majorca, in Spain, for a few days of relaxation with the group.

The McCanns and their friends asked for apartments close together so they were all assigned to block five.

Matthew and Rachel Oldfield were staying in the apartment next door in 5B. Jane Tanner and Russell O'Brien were in 5D, and the Paynes and Dianne Webster in 5H. 

The McCann’s Apartment 5-A was a two-bedroom, ground-floor apartment in the fifth block of a group of apartments known as Waterside Village, which lay on the perimeter of part of Mark Warner’s Ocean Club resort.

The McCann’s apartment overlooked a private complex. The terms of their holiday were simple; half-board, breakfast and evening meal, all for about £1,500.

They had been given a reduction when they discovered that, unlike most Mark Warner resorts, the Ocean Club did not offer a baby-listening service.
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The nine adults dined together most evenings in the resort’s Tapas restaurant, as a result of which the media dubbed the group of friends as the “Tapas Seven”.

The apartment block was not a gated complex. It was located on the corner of Rua Dr. Agostinho da Silva and Rua Dr. Francisco Gentil Martins, Apartment 5-A was accessible to the public from two sides. Sliding glass patio doors in the living room at the back overlooked the Ocean Club’s pool, tennis courts, a Tapas restaurant, and bar. 

They could access the patio doors from the public street, Rua Dr. Francisco Gentil Martins, where a small gate and a set of steps led to 5-A’s balcony and living room. 

The McCann’s apartment, 5-A, was the most exposed of the entire group. The apartment was positioned at the end of the multi-story building and tucked into the corner of an intersection connecting two quiet roads. 

The apartment’s front door was on the opposite side of the block from the Ocean Club, on Rua Dr. Agostinho da Silva. 

If any apartment of the group was going to be broken into by an intruder, it was 5-A.

Access to the front door of apartment 5-A is through the car park in front of the building. It is surrounded by a 1-meter high wall, with an opening in the middle. 
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Another wall, of the same height, separates the building from the car park with an alley facing the central part of the building. You have to go along the road that runs alongside this wall to get to the front door of apartment 5-A. 
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The front door to the apartment is a very basic wooden door with no security system. 

Anyone approaching this door has to go past the window of the bedroom where Madeleine, her brother, and her sister sleep.

Behind the ground floor apartments, there are small gardens whose side gates open onto a walkway that separates the building from the leisure area of the Ocean Club. 

Apartment 5-A’s small garden opens directly onto the public road. From inside the apartments, the gardens are reached via French windows which have very little security, and only a blind shutting them off from the outside.
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The resort complex of the Ocean Club is not in a private area; the various buildings of which it is composed are spread throughout the small village. 

The streets around the club are public streets. 

There is no video surveillance system or private security at the Ocean Club, and access to the leisure areas is not controlled either.

The McCanns' children slept in a bedroom next to the front door, which the McCanns kept locked. The bedroom had one, waist-high window with curtains and a metal exterior shutter, which was controlled by a cord inside the window; the McCanns kept the curtains and shutter closed throughout the holiday.

The window overlooked a narrow walkway and residents' car park, which was separated from the street by a low wall. 

Madeleine slept in a single bed next to the bedroom door, on the opposite side of the room from the window, while the twins were in travel cots in the middle of the room. There was another, empty, single bed underneath the window with the shutters.  

Kate and Gerry slept at the opposite end of the apartment with just a bathroom separating the two bedrooms. The parent’s bedroom overlooked the pool area.

On the group’s first day at the Ocean Club, a small welcome get-together is organized at the Tapas restaurant, from 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. everybody in the group participates, including the children, who spend the time enjoying themselves in the play area. 

On their first night, the group goes out to dinner to the resort’s buffet-style Millennium restaurant, situated nearly 600 metres (½ mile) from the apartments, at the entrance to the village of Luz. 

The distance would not seem far for some people, but Gerry and Kate have to carry the twins. Madeleine walks all the way. 

The McCanns were only going to be away from home for a week and decided not to bring Sean and Amelie’s double buggy (stroller) with them, preferring instead to travel light. 

So, during their trips to the Millennium restaurant, there were many stops and negotiations about whose turn it was to be carried by whom.

Between 7:00 and 8:00 p.m. they dined in the restaurant with the other members of the group. 
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A woman, who served the group at the Millennium, said the children cried towards the end of the meal.

She said the children were well-behaved, and she definitely remembered Madeleine. She said she was like a little angel, very quiet and good as gold. She added that she was just a lovely little blonde girl.

She said the second day that they came in the McCanns were looking for the baby high chairs for their twins, and Madeleine went over to the corner of the restaurant and tried to drag them over. 

The server said Madeleine remembered where they were kept and wanted to help her parents and that it was quite sweet. 

Other than that, she was just like any other little girl. She played with her food a little but didn't cause any trouble apart from that.

And this turned out to be just a bit too far for the toddlers that late in the evening. 

But Kate and some other members of the group thought it was too far away from their rooms and they realized that it won’t be easy to walk that distance every day at mealtimes with the children. 

They also had an issue that the restaurant did not open until 7:00 p.m. The McCanns start considering other alternatives for the children’s dinner. 

DAILY PHONE RECORD: 

After their arrival in Luz, Kate’s mobile phone triggered the antenna nine times. It is not possible to say, from the available records, whether these were incoming or outgoing calls or SMS messages or for how long they lasted. 

We can say that she may have been calling friends or family back home to let them know that the family arrived safely in Portugal.

The last activations were at 8:55 p.m. and 8:59 p.m. when (based on their statements) the group returned for an early night after eating at the Millennium Restaurant with their children. 

All of these records were erased from the memory of Kate’s mobile phone. 

Gerry’s mobile phone did not activate any of the Luz antennae that day.

Sunday, April 29th

The next morning, Sunday, April 29th, the McCanns woke up early. Once everyone was dressed, they returned to the Millennium restaurant. The friends did not all arrive at the same time, because of this they were not all seated at the same table.

Matt and Rachel did not attend breakfast that morning as Matt wasn't feeling well the night before. Rachel said that he threw up a few times and that he stayed in bed for quite a bit of the morning. 

After breakfast, they made the half-mile trip back to the Ocean Club.

When they arrived back at the apartment, Gerry entered the apartment by the main door next to the car park, which was locked, collected a bag with clothing and creams for the children. And then went to drop the children off to their kids’ clubs. 

The group of children belonging to the "Mini Club" category is supervised by Amy Tierney who, in her turn, coordinates a group of leaders composed of Catriona Baker and Emma Wilding. Both were on duty in the week of April 29th, to May 4th, 2007.

The "Mini Club" is subdivided into two groups of around seven children, “THE SHARKS” and “THE LOBSTERS”. Madeleine’s group was the lobsters and was supervised by Catriona Baker whom she called “Cat”. Each group stays with the same employee for the week.

Author Note: Many people have questioned if the Kid’s Club is actually open on Sundays. I would not mention it here except that many people feel that the fact that the children were taken to the creche on Sunday when they believe that the creche was closed is proof that the entire country of Portugal, the Ocean Club, and even the UK is in on a mass cover-up concerning Madeleine’s disappearance. (And some people who buy into the conspiracy theory surrounding the multiple country cover-up, base their beliefs on this one fact)

I will add that the activity schedule for the Kid’s Club lists something every day except for Saturdays. 
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And there is also a sign-in sheet for Sunday, April 29th, 2007 obtained by the police. And the employees have stated that they worked on Sunday that week.  

Concerning the operating hours, there are four separate services for the children (also known as crèches).

Mornings: 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Afternoons: 2:30-5:30 p.m.

Dining Out Service 7:30 p.m.-11:30 p.m. 

For the 7:30 p.m.-11:30 p.m. Dining Out Service the children are watched in a room above the main Ocean Club’s 24-hour reception; there is no extra charge for this service but parents must drop-off and pick-up their own children.

The Ocean Club also offers a late-night babysitting service from 7:30 p.m.-1:00 a.m. 

Kate’s comment in her book “Madeleine” she says: At that time, most Mark Warner provided a baby-listening service – basically, members of staff listening at regular intervals at the doors of the apartments and villas to check that none of the children inside had woken up. This service was not offered by the Ocean Club, presumably because it was less of a ‘campus’ resort than others, with apartments scattered over a greater area. 

Instead, there was a crèche, where children could be looked after from about 7:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Given that our children needed to be in their beds by the time it opened, the crèche wasn’t really workable for us. We both felt it would be too unsettling for them and would disrupt their sleep.

This information about the babysitting service was verified when the manager of the KIDS CLUB, Lindsay Jane Johnston was interviewed on May 6th, 2007.

In her statement, she stated: The "Mini Club" is open from 9:00 a.m. A break is scheduled for lunch between 12:30 and 2:30 p.m. when the afternoon session starts until 5:30 p.m.

Then, from 7:30 pm, the Kids Club provides a complimentary "dinner" service until 11:30 p.m.  

For an additional fee, parents can obtain a "babysitting" service without a fixed time, to be arranged between the parents and the babysitter.

Sean and Amelie were enrolled in the Toddler Club for two-year-olds in a building adjacent to the bar and the open-air Tapas restaurant, just across from the apartment on the other opposite side of the main pool. The group that the twins stayed with was known as “THE JELLYFISH”.

Madeleine’s group, the Mini Club for three-to-five-year-olds, was located in a room above the twenty-four-hour reception area. 

Russell and Jane’s three-year-old daughter Ella went to the Mini Club. 

When the families all arrived, the previous day was the first time that the two girls had seen each other in several months.

Kate stated that the two girls soon became great pals. 

After the children were dropped off at the kid’s club Gerry and Kate went to a ‘tennis coffee morning’. 

The McCanns played a few games and signed up for group lessons for the rest of the week. Kate was at a level 1 and Gerry was a level 2. 

When they were not playing Tennis, they spent their time going for a run or just relaxing and spending their free time enjoying their holiday. 

On that day Gerry made a trip to a local Baptista, a supermarket a short distance from the Ocean Club on Rua Dr. Gentil Martins, to get some food for lunch for the kids, plus some cereal for breakfast.

The McCanns decided that it was easier to eat meals in the apartment rather than making the ½ mile journey down to the Millennium restaurant for breakfast each morning. 

They picked the children up from the crèches around noon and they all had lunch on the balcony of the apartment 5H Fiona and Dave were sharing with Dianne. 

Everyone in the group was present for lunch except for Matthew, who was still ill and at that moment was sleeping on the veranda of his own apartment, which was below and to the left of the Payne’s apartment.

As the McCanns made their way out of the apartment through the main door that faced the car park, to go to the Payne’s apartment they came in contact with an employee, Fatima Maria Serafim da Silva Espada. 

This woman was employed by the Ocean Club as a cleaner along with her mother. 

On May 8th, 2007 she was interviewed by the authorities and she stated that she saw Madeleine before her disappearance with her siblings and mother and father. 

She also stated that she only saw Gerry McCann from a distance.

She stated that she had seen the McCanns on Sunday, April 29th, just before she finished her morning work shift which ended at 1:30 p.m. on that particular day. 

At about 1:15 she went to help her mother, who was cleaning apartment 5I (next door to the Paynes) of the same apartment block (5) situated on the first floor. She clearly remembers seeing Madeleine accompanied by her siblings and Kate leaving their apartment (5-A) and walk to the stairs leading to the floor above. She was very close to them at a distance of about 1 meter, observing their movements for a few moments because she said that she was charmed by them. 

Madeleine led the way with a plate (perhaps plastic) in her hand bearing a piece of bread. As regards the clothes she was wearing she only remembers a skirt but cannot recall its description. 

She noted, because she thought them nice, the type of shoes she was wearing, tennis shoes, light in color she thinks, which had little lights along the soles, which lit up each time she stepped on the ground. 

Her siblings followed behind her, wearing the same kind of shoes and each holding a piece of bread in their hands, their mother followed behind them without holding their hands. 

She remembered that Kate was also carrying a plate. Moments afterward, perhaps the time it took to close the apartment door, the Gerry came out and also headed to the apartment upstairs. 

The police asked her whether Gerry pulled the door closed or locked it with a key. Her response was that she does not remember. 

Author Note: From the walkway behind the apartment along the wall area it would be impossible to see the apartment door as it is set in from the point of view of the walkway. 

Here is a photo of the front door area of the apartment and you can see that it is not flush with the wall that runs along the front of the building.

[image: image]

After she chatted to her mother about there being many children in the apartments, she had the idea that the Paynes in 5H were friends of Madeleine's family who were staying in 5 A.
Fatima was an important eye witness for a few reasons. 

Her statement verifies that Madeleine was alive and with her family on Sunday. Her sighting proves that Madeleine did, in fact, go to Portugal with her family on holiday. 

Author Note: This eye witness report is still disregarded by those who believe that Madeleine never went to Portugal.

After lunch at the Payne’s apartment, the children were returned to their kid's groups. 

Gerry and Kate took a run along the beach after hanging out by the pool for about an hour with Fiona, David, and Dianne. 

Kate and Gerry enjoyed running and made it a point to go running while getting a chance to explore the area around the Ocean Club. 

Just before 5:00 p.m., the nannies brought the children back the area next to the Tapas restaurant that had a play area with several small slides and a little playhouse to meet their parents and has their ‘high tea’, as they called it. 

The evening meal is often called "tea" but many households now refer to the evening meal as supper. The addition of the word "high" to the phrase "high tea" is believed to differentiate between the afternoon tea, (lunch) that is traditionally served on low, comfortable, parlor chairs or relaxing in the garden and the high tea is served at the table and seated on high back dining chairs.

Madeleine’s Mini Club arrived walking in single file clutching a long rope with colored rings fastened to it at regular intervals for the children to hold on to.

After the children had high tea, they spent half an hour or so playing in the play area.

After the children’s playtime, the McCanns headed back to their apartment, the kids all tired after their busy day at their crèches and playing with their new friends. 

Once they arrived back at the apartment, the children were given their baths. And after their milk and stories, they were usually asleep soon after seven.

After putting the children to bed, Gerry and Kate showered, dressed and sat down with a glass of wine before heading over to the Tapas restaurant, where the group (except for Matt, who was still ill. Though his wife Rachel showed up for dinner) had booked a reservation for eight-thirty. 

Every half-hour during dinner the McCanns went, alternately, to the apartment to confirm that all was well with their children. 

Gerry said that he is sure that they always entered through the front door. Usually, they entered the apartment, in which one of the lounge lights was lit, going to the children's bedroom door that was partially open ajar and just peeking inside, trying to hear if the children were crying. 

The outside blinds were closed with only two or three slats open; the window was closed though Gerry is now not totally sure if the window was locked, and the curtains drawn closed. 

They both said that their dinner ended at 11:00 and by 11:15 they had made their way to the apartment, going to sleep soon after.

AUTHOR NOTE: from that evening on, the group’s routine is established. 
Between 7:30 and 8:30, it’s relaxation time for the parents. After having put the little ones to bed, they have a bath and drink some New Zealand wine. 

At 8:30 they join the other adults of the group for dinner at the Tapas restaurant. 

The meal starts at around 8:30 and ends at around 11:00 p.m. 

Meanwhile, every half hour, the parents go in turn to the bedrooms to check that their children are okay. 

What the members of the group did not know was that on that same day, an "ugly" blonde-haired man was seen on Rua do Ramelhete, and again on 2 May across the road from 5-A, apparently watching it.  

The next day the granddaughter of 5-A's former owners saw a blonde-haired man leaning against a wall behind the apartments, around 8:00 a.m. standing on the narrow access path running between the apartments and the pool area. She described him as Caucasian, the in the mid-30s, short-cropped hair, "ugly" with spots. She said that he was leaning against the wall looking up at the apartment. 

She saw the same man a second time on May 2nd, near the car park opposite the entrance to the pool area and the Tapas restaurant. He was just standing there looking up at the McCann’s apartment. 
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A Sketch of the Ugly Man seen outside the McCann’s apartment prior to Madeleine’s disappearance
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DAILY PHONE RECORD:

The first use of Kate McCann's mobile phone was at 9:23 a.m., but again there are no Vodafone logs or time bars to provide further detail regarding this call. 

However, by internally matching the records it appears that she called Gerry at 12:26 and 5:02 p.m.

The crèche records indicate that he picked up Madeleine at 12:15. He also picked up the twins around 5:00 p.m. 

We can say that chances are, that the calls from Kate were to check that he had picked up the kids from there crèches. 

At 10:13 a.m. Gerry received a call from a UK mobile phone. 

The last activation by Kate’s phone was at 7:30 p.m. and Gerry’s at 5:02 p.m.

AUTHOR NOTE: We will note that no phone activity took place on any of the group’s mobile phones at any time during the week while the group was at dinner. 

Monday, April 30th

During the following days, they would have breakfast in the apartment. After breakfast the children would stay in the resort crèche, doing various activities until about 12:30. 

While the children were at the Kids Club, the McCanns would play tennis, go for walks, read and go jogging together.

At around 12:30 each day, the McCanns would collect the children and have lunch in the apartment. 

When lunch was finished, at about 1:30, the family would go to the Club pool for about 45 minutes, where they would relax. 

Around 3:00 they would take the children back to the Kid Clubs. The twins remained at their creche until about 5:00.  On this afternoon, Madeleine remained in the Creche for only 15 minutes and was picked up by her mother at 3:30. We do not know what Madeleine did for the rest of the day, but it is possible she was being irritable. 

That evening the children would have dinner at the Tapas restaurant, with their parents. 

After dinner, they would play with the children for a few moments in the recreation area near the tennis courts. 

During the day on the 30th, Kate and Jane went to the local Baptista. Kate wanted to stock up on a few essentials that she needed for the family meals as the following day was a public holiday in Portugal. 

They would then take the children back to the apartment the parents would give them their bath and get them ready for the night. At about 7:30 – 8:00 the children were put to bed.

At 8:30 the group would all meet at the Tapas restaurant for dinner where they had a block booking for the rest of the week. 

On Monday, April 30th a block booking was made for the Tapas restaurant for the rest of the week for the group of adults. 

The restaurant, which is just a canopied outdoor addition to the bar, catered for only up to twenty diners at a time, and they had a policy that reservations could not be made until the morning of the day in question.

There have been numerous questions regarding this booking. 

It has been said that on that afternoon, Rachael asked the Tapas Restaurant if they could have a running reservation for the same table at 8:30 p.m. each night for the remainder of their stay. 

The staff set the reservation and leaves a visible note at the swimming-pool reception desk asking that the same table in the resort's Tapas restaurant be booked daily for 8:30 for the McCanns and the Tapas Seven because they wanted to eat close to their apartments as they were leaving their young children alone there and checking on them intermittently. 

An employee at the restaurant penciled in a note stating this also in a staff message book. 

This book was by definition accessible to all staff and albeit unintentionally, probably to guests and visitors, too.

Kate believes the abductor may have seen the note and knew that the children would be left alone. (Others suspect that an employee of the restaurant may be somehow involved in the crime. But that theory has never been proven.)

But this isn't what Rachael or the receptionist who took the booking said. 

The receptionist said that the booking was made on Sunday and that a man booked the table for the week.

The Ocean Club’s receptionist named Luisa Ana de Noronha de Azevedo Coutinho said that she was approached by a “tall thin man” on Sunday the 29th asking if he could book dinner for nine of the Mark Warner guests for the whole week at 8:30 p.m. 

The man said he wanted the booking because the group had 'many' small children who would be left alone in the apartments during dinner. At intervals, two parents would go to check if the children were OK. 

According to the official PJ Files, her statement said;

She remembers that on Sunday, 29th April one of the elements of the group arrived with the child Madeleine McCann, she does not know his name and can only say that he was male and tall and thin and that he approached her to request a booking for the whole group, for the whole week and always at 20.30.

When questioned, she confirms that the man was not the father of the girl but one of the members of the group whom was often seen in his company.
The man justified his request by saying that the group had many small children whom they would leave alone when they went to dine. She said that at intervals some two parents would go to the apartments to see if everything was OK.
The deponent made some comments about the request, saying that the Tapas received many requests and that Mark Warner only had a quota of 20 per day, but upon the insistence of the guest, she managed to make the bookings requested.

In her book “Madeleine” Kate states that Rachel made the reservation; In spite of what we’d been told about booking the Tapas restaurant, Rachael managed to get a table for nine at 8:30 pm penciled in for the rest of the week after having a word with the receptionist at the pool and Tapas area.

To explain why she was bending the rules a bit, the receptionist had added the reason for our request: we wanted to eat close to our apartments as we were leaving our young children alone there and checking on them intermittently.

Rachael never mentions making the booking for the whole week.

Many people on the internet say that Kate is claiming to have made the Block Booking for the week. 

In Kate’s rogatory interview she says she booked the table on the 29th; (not for the whole week)

we'd booked to eat in the Tapas Bar that night because The Millennium had just been one kind of a bit of trek and a bit too stressful with all the kids and it was, thought it would be quite nice to have dinner by ourselves, so erm I booked a table for eight-thirty in the Tapas for us.

AUTHOR NOTE: I will add that this information is not very crucial to the timeline but I felt that I had to point out this bit of information. 

When the group did go to the Tapas restaurant, they turned down the chance for free resort-supplied evening crèche. (A nursery type setting where babies and young children are cared for.)

The McCanns said they did not want to use a babysitter because they did not want to disrupt their children's normal routines or to leave them with a stranger.

They have spoken of their bitter regret that they chose to leave Madeleine and their two-year-old twins Sean and Amelie alone.

Instead, each couple agreed to take turns to make half-hourly checks on their children while they gathered to eat. With the exception of Dave and Fiona Payne who had a state-of-the-art baby monitor with them.

The McCanns and their friends all left their children in their apartments at exactly the same time for the last four nights of their holiday.

Their children were left alone for up to three hours a night while the group enjoyed their meals and made trips back and forth to their apartments to check on the children. 

Because the nightly routine was "set in stone", it made all eight of the group's children vulnerable to a potential abductor and even though they were checking their children every twenty minutes or so there was still a lot of time they were left alone when someone could have gone in and taken them.

Even though the apartments are all quite close to the pool, there are trees in between so they could not be seen clearly from the restaurant.

The actual distance from the Tapas restaurant has been misrepresented all over the internet. Some will say that the distance is as much as 175 metres “as the crows fly.” (This means a straight line of sight) We measured the sight distance, “as the crows fly” and the distance is about 50 metres (about 165 feet.) 

The distance to walk from the Tapas restaurant to the entrance of the McCann’s apartment is about 75 metres (just over 246 feet).
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Both of these distances were determined using Google Earth. 
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DAILY PHONE RECORD: 

Neither of the McCanns telephones activated the Luz transmitters on this day. 

Tuesday, May 1st

In Portugal, May 1st is also known as May Day, Labor Day or International Worker's Day. It is commonly celebrated by organizing family picnics; the first snails are tasted and, above all, maios are displayed – life-sized rag dolls stuffed with straw – on the sides of the roads, in windows or on the doorsteps of the houses. 

After breakfast in the apartment, the children are dropped off at their crèches while Gerry and Kate go on with their usual routine. 

[image: image]

Madeleine arrived at 9:30 a.m., dropped off by Gerry. According to the register, Gerry spent the morning playing tennis. 

Kate tells us in her book (Madeleine), exactly where her daughter Madeleine was that Tuesday morning, May 1st. 

She arrived at the tennis courts, together with Ella O'Brien, during Gerry's tennis lesson, which had started at 10:15. 

If we look at the weekly schedule for Madeleine’s playgroup for Tuesday then Madeleine and Ella were not where they should have been at that time – with the other kid's club playmates, at the pool.

But for the sake of the story let’s say that the schedule was changed for Monday and Tuesday or that Kate may have made a mistake in her recollection of the particular day of the mini-tennis outing. 

During Gerry’s tennis lesson, Madeleine and Ella O'Brien came to the adjoining court between 10:00 and 11:00 am with their Mini Club for a mini-tennis session. 

Jane and Kate stayed to watch the children as they played mini-tennis. 

Kate says that Madeleine was happy and obviously enjoyed herself. Standing there listening intently to Cat’s instructions.

Madeline had on her T-shirt and shorts, a pink hat, ankle socks, and new holiday sandals. Kate ran back to the apartment for her camera to record the outing. 

At the end of their session, the children had been asked to run around the court and pick up as many balls as they could. Kate said that Madeleine had done really well and was very pleased with herself. One of her photographs from that mini-tennis outing is of a smiling Madeleine clutching armfuls of tennis balls.

[image: image]

Author Note: There has been a lot of talk about this photo on the internet boards. Posters are commenting about the fact that Madeleine is wearing sandals at the mini-tennis outing and that they are not appropriate shoes for tennis. They also point out that the hat that Madeleine is wearing is not appropriate for playing tennis either. 

The children are not out there playing tennis as Kate and Gerry would be. It's a one at a time session for the children to get outside and have fun.  The coach speaks to one child, the nannies supervise the rest. 

At three-years-old the children just wouldn't be running around, racquet in hand, trying to hit tennis balls across the net. 

If that were the case then they’re far more likely to whack
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