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﻿FOREWORD


It’s important for anyone involved in a human rights movement to look back and understand what has been achieved, how it’s been achieved and – crucially – who was involved.


Amy Lamé’s book not only looks back at the key events in our rich history but at the diversity of people who have played a part.


It is the profiles featured in this book that to me are the most inspiring and thought-provoking.


These personal stories demonstrate that we all have the power to create change. They also underline how crucial it is for a diversity of people to be involved in the fight for equality.


If we are to achieve total acceptance of LGBT people, everyone needs to be engaged, otherwise we run the risk of creating a shallow equality, one that serves some but not others.


As this book also reflects, there are still many people living in communities where they are not able to be themselves. The fight is far from over and we can’t – as individuals or as a community – forget that or become complacent.


At Stonewall we believe everyone can, and must, play a part in changing their schools, their workplaces, their places of worship and their communities so that every lesbian, gay, bi and trans person can be free to be themselves.


I hope the stories and the people celebrated in this book inspire readers to step up and realise the power they have to create a world where everyone can be accepted without exception.


Ruth Hunt, Chief Executive of Stonewall Stonewall is a UK-based charity that campaigns for the rights of LGBT people.
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﻿ALPHABET SOUP

LGBTQ+ is a group of letters (an acronym) with each letter representing a different identity. These identities are placed together because the people who identify with them face similar issues or prejudices. Their communities often work alongside each other to fight for equal rights.

LGBTQ+ stands for:

L = lesbian

G = gay

B = bisexual

T = transgender

Q = queer or questioning

+ = includes other identities*

To be inclusive of all groups that face persecution because of their gender and sexual identity, in this book we have used the ‘+’ sign.

You may encounter variations on this group of letters. Here are some others that are often used:

LGBTQA A = asexual

LGBTI I = intersex Sometimes these letters are all grouped together: LGBTQIA

* For further information on identities, go to page 54.
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﻿FINDING HISTORY


LGBTQ+ history is the story of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and cultures. It includes key dates, events and organisations.


Throughout history many LGBTQ+ people have been ignored, victimised and oppressed and their voices and stories have been excluded. This can make it difficult to uncover LGBTQ+ history. Sometimes, historians have chosen to ignore or misinterpret evidence of LGBTQ+ history, telling only one side of the story. It’s important to remember that all historical accounts differ depending on who is telling the story and stories often have more than one side.


We look at historical evidence to tell us what happened in the past. However, due to the secrecy, suppression and illegality of homosexuality in the past, it can sometimes be difficult to find all the historical proof needed to tell a balanced story. Sometimes we need to look in unusual places, like police records, or records of criminal court cases. In other instances, we have to ‘read between the lines’ to look for hidden or implied messages and meanings in order to discover LGBTQ+ history.


Now, people are becoming more aware of LGBTQ+ history. As acceptance increases, it has become an important subject and it is being woven into more conventional history. Knowing more about the past can help us understand what it means to be LGBTQ+ in the present, and what it might mean in the future.
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FOREWORD =

It's important for anyone involved in a human rights movement to look back and
understand what has been achieved, how it's been achieved and - crucially —
who was involved.

Amy Lamé's book not only looks back at the key events in our rich history but at
the diversity of people who have played a part.

Itis the profiles featured in this book that to me are the most inspiring and
thought-provoking.

These personal stories demonstrate that we all have the power to create change.
They also underline how crucial itis for a diversity of people to be involved in the
fight for equality.

If we are to achieve total acceptance of LGBT people, everyone needs to be
engaged, otherwise we run the risk of creating a shallow equality, one that serves
some but not others.

As this book also reflects, there are still many people living in communities where
they are not able to be themselves. The fight is far from over and we can't —

as individuals or as a community — forget that or
become complacent.

At Stonewall we believe everyone can, and must, play
a part in changing their schools, their workplaces, their
places of worship and their communities so that every
lesbian, gay, bi and trans person can be free to be
themselves.

| hope the stories and the people celebrated in this
book inspire readers to step up and realise the power
they have to create a world where everyone can be
accepted without exception.

Ruth Hunt,

Chief Executive of Stonewall

Stonewall is a UK=-based charity that
campaigns for the rights of LGBT people.
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LGBTQ+ is a group of letters (an acronym) with each letter
representing a different identity. These identities are placed
together because the people who identify with them face similar
issues or prejudices. Their communities often work alongside
each other to fight for equal rights.

LGBTQ+ stands for:

L =tesbian
GC=gay
B =bisexual

T = transgender
Q: queer or questioning
+ =includes other identities"

To be inclusive of all groups that face persecution because of their
gender and sexual identity, in this book we have used the *+ sign.

‘You may encounter variations on this group of letters.
Here are some others that are often used:

LGBTQA
A = asexual
LGBTI
|

Sometimes these letters are all grouped together:

LGBTQIA

intersex

* For further information on identities, go to page 54.

WHAT IS LGBTQ+ HISTORY?

FINDING HISTORY

LGBTQ+ history is the story of lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people and cultures. It includes key
dates, events and organisations.

Throughout history many LGBTQ+ people have been ignored, victimised
and oppressed and their voices and stories have been excluded. This
can make it difficult to uncover LGBTQ+ history. Sometimes, historians
have chosen to ignore or misinterpret evidence of LGBTQ+ history,
telling only one side of the story. It's important to remember that all
historical accounts differ depending on who is telling the story and
stories often have more than one side.

We look at historical evidence 1o tell us what happened in the past.
However, due to the secrecy, suppression and illegality of homosexuality
in the past, it can sometimes be difficult to find all the historical proof
needed to tell a balanced story. Sometimes we need to look in unusual
places, like police records, or records of criminal court cases. In other
instances, we have to ‘read between the lines’ to look for hidden or
implied messages and meanings in order to discover LGBTQ+ history.

Now, people are becoming more aware of LGBTQ+ history. As
acceptance increases, it has become an important subject and it is
being woven into more conventional history. Knowing more about
the past can help us understand what it means to be LGBTO+ in the
present, and what it might mean in the future.






