
Table of Contents

Isla Mujeres Insider eBook

This guide is divided into these helpful sections:

1.  How to get there

Highlights of Isla Mujeres (by sections)

Also we offer a very cost effective Travel Concierge Service on this site too!

P1 - N of Lopez Mateos, Hidalgo west , Playa Norte (west) Medina

P2 - N of Lopez Mateos, Guerrero east Playa Norte

Centro (Downtown) | C1 - Mateos to Matamoros, Medina and Juarez

C2 - Mateos to Matamoros, Hidalgo

C3- Mateos to Matamoros, Guerrero

C4- Mateos to Matamoros, Carlos Lazo east

C5- Matamoros to Absolo, Medina

C6- Matamoros to Absolo, Juarez

C7- Matamoros to Absolo, Hidalgo

C8- Matamoros to Absolo, Guerrero to East

C9- Absolo to Madero, Medina

C10- Absolo to Madero, Juarez

C11- Absolo to Madero, Hidalgo

C12- Absolo to Madero, Guerrero, East

C13- Madero to Morelos, Medina

C14- Madero to Morelos, Juarez

C15- Madero to Morelos, Hidalgo

C16- Madero to Morelos, Guerrero East

C17 - Morelos to Bravo, Medina

C18- Morelos to Bravo, Juarez

C19- Morelos to Bravo, Hidalgo east

C20 - Bravo to Allende

C21 - Allende to Aeropuerto, Medina

Aeropuerto (airport) | A1 - Medina

A2- Aeropuerto (east side)

Meteorlogico

SC2- Salina Chica (East side)

Meteorlogico (between the Salinas) | M1(east side)

M2-( Bay Side)

El Canotal | Ec- East side of Salina Grande

La Gloria | LG1- East Side

LG2- Bay Side

Punta Sur | Ps1- Calle Garrafon

Ps2- East Side

Sac Bajo

3.  What to do on Isla Mujeres

Whale Shark Tours

Directory of Water Activity Providers

What To Eat......

Restaurants travelers recommend on TripAdvisor.com


About Isla Mujeres, Mx

––––––––

Isla Mujeres is a small island just a short distance off the northeast coast of the Yucatan Peninsula in the Caribbean Sea about 13 kilometers (8.1 miles) northeast of Cancun.  It is a very easy ferry ride across the bay, usually just a quick half hour ride.

Long before tourists arrived on Isla Mujeres, it was a sacred site for the Mayan people. In fact, it was never used for Mayan settlements, but rather considered a sanctuary where a temple was built to honor the Mayan goddess, Ixchel.  The island is easily reached by ferry boats from Cancun, so it's a very popular activity for Cancun day trippers as well as for those looking for a quiet place to relax in the sun.

Travelers to this pleasant island come to see the sights, which [image: image]include North Beach, one of the top 10 in the Carribean; the sea turtle rehabilitation center; Garafon Beach Park, and the charming shops and restaurants in the downtown area.

On this very laid-back island water sport activities are plentiful including scuba diving, snorkeling, or just simply swimming in the calm and warm coastal waters. 

This guide is divided into these helpful sections:

How to get there

Where to stay

What to do

What to eat

How to get around

––––––––

Where possible, we will include websites and resources to make your trip as trouble free as possible.  This guide is in PDF format that you can easily download to your mobile device to take along with you.

1.  How to get there

Arrival in Cun

Shuttle options

Ferry Options

Luggage how tos

Airport Walk-thru

Follow the crowd down the escalator to the immigration area where you will present your Tourist Card (you will be given a tourist card for each person traveling to fill out on the plane) and your Passport(s). Remember to put your Tourist Card in a safe place, you will need it to leave the country. 

After immigration go to the baggage claim area (to your left of the immigration area) and pick up your bags. There are carts for rent next to the carousels. 

Proceed to Customs (to the right of the baggage carousels) and present your completed customs form (usually given when you check-in at the airport or on the plane). One form is needed per family. 

Press the button... 9 times out of 10 you'll get the green light which means go on through. Every once in awhile you'll get the red light and your luggage will be searched. Be sure you do not have any OPEN food packages or fruits and vegetables. A box of Ritz crackers and a jar of peanut butter are fine as long as it's UNOPENED. 

Proceed thru customs and continue down the hall to the exit doors. On each side of you there will be booths for rental cars, time shares, taxis, etc. 

After you arrive in Cancun after you go through customs go find an ATM there in the hallway that's it being a place to get cash hang bank right when you get up to the outer area of the airport you have several choices for transportation my recommendation is to take either C.A.R.M.  (http://www.cancunandrivieramaya.com/), USA Tours* or Best Day# because you can put those ahead of time and book your round-trip but in either case you go outside of the terminal and catch a ride on one of those two companies.  

Another option is to take the ADO public bus  (http://www.cancun-[image: InsertedImage]airport.com/public-buses.htm ) which runs about $4.00 US.  The to way to find the public buses is if you go to the right when you exit the terminal, you will see the large buses that will take you to the downtown bus station in Cancun.  Once at the downtown station, grab a cab to Puerto Juarez for the ferry.  The ADO buses are air conditioned and it is about a 30 min ride downtown.  

When you arrive at the ferry dock buy your tickets at the ticket booth there. The best value is to go-ahead and buy a round-trip, but make sure to hang onto your return ticket.  You can stick it in your passport or someplace where you won't lose it.

When you get the luggage out of your transportation there will be porters to help. They're wearing white official uniform shirts that say bellboy and will transfer your luggage directly onto the ferry for a tip.  This will save having to lug your bags onto the boat.  

Upon arriving in Isla Mujeres there will be several guys with [image: asset]three wheeled bikes.  They are called "maleteros" and their bikes are called "diablitos".  They can be a lifesaver on a hot or rainy day.  The walk down the ferry dock can become long, especially if you overpacked.  Those guys will help you to get up to the taxi stand to go to your lodging. 

While we are talking about luggage......there is no need to overpack for Isla Mujeres.  Pack as light as possible, really there's no need to take everything you own. basically a swimsuits, shorts shirts there's no need to dress-up unless you are going to a special occasion.  To see how you can travel with just a carryon, go to my website it's www.BeachMomTravel.com  and actually see a video of how you can pack several days worth of clothes the small carry-on.  It's really silly to take more than you need.  We all tend to pack for just in case scenarios, but for the most part really don't need that much.  

One exception to that rule is that there are many charities that could use medical supplies.  Cruz Roja,Isla Animals, and others could desperately use supplies.  

2.  How to get around

Transportation is fairly simple on Isla Mujeres.  Taxis are abundant and very inexpensive, usually fares run from 20 to 50 pesos.  There is a city bus that circles parts of the island, it costs 4 pesos, but the service is kind of sketchy. 

By far the most popular options are renting either a Moped or Golf cart.  They are fairly plentiful, except during high season.  It can save you considerable time and stress to rent your Golf Cart online before you go.  That will eliminate worrying about carrying extra cash or whether inventory will be available.  (www.indios-golfcarts.com). 

[image: IMG_1365]Mopeds can be fun, but if you are not an experienced rider, Golf Carts would be a better choice.  There are some taxis, potholes, storm drains and speed bumps (topes) that could make life interesting on a scooter.

First lets look at the neighborhoods and how the island is divided.  The north beach area by downtown is called Playa Norte.  The main downtown business area as Centro.  As you move south you come to the Aeropuerto.  The next area is known as the Colonias or neighborhoods.  Past this section on the far end of the island is Punta Sur.  One last area is a thin strip of land found on the Cancun side called Sac Bajo.

Map Grid Legend 

P = Playa Norte

C= Centro (downtown)

A= Aeropuerto

M= Meteorlogico

Sc= Salina Chica

Cc= Caridad del Cobre

Ec= El Canotal

Lg= La Gloria

Ps= Punta Sur

Sb= Sac Bajo
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Highlights of Isla Mujeres (by sections)
Note: I have created an interactive Google map with almost every place to eat, with links to reviews at http://www.beachmomtravel.com/isla-mujeres.html 

Also we offer a very cost effective Travel Concierge Service on this site too!  
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