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The first part of

Professor Saté’s

Three Formulae,

subtitled Mortimer in
Tokyo, was the last album
wholly created by Edgar

P. Jacobs ... In this

eighth adventure of the

Blake & Mortimer saga — the
eleventh volume in the series
—the creator took his famous \ \
characters to the 1970s and “
wove an ambitious tale brimming

with scientific innovations.
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Les 3 Formules du professeur Sato
(Professor Sato’s Three Formulae)

SYNOPSIS

While Mortimer is the target of a kidnapping
attempt, a ryd - a flying dragon from Japanese
legends - causes a deadly accident in the

skies over Tokyo. Two seemingly unrelated
events, yet there is a common denominator
between them: Professor Akira Saté, renowned
cybernetician and friend of Mortimer’s.

The mysterious ryd is one of Sato’s inventions,
but the professor has lost control over it. At a
loss, he asks Mortimer for his help and reveals
that the secret of his creation is contained

within three formulae, each one useless if taken
separately. Fearing he is in danger, he gives
Mortimer the proxies necessary to access the
documents containing the formulae. Unfortunately,
Kim, the Japanese scientist’s assistant, overhears
the conversation and alerts Olrik, who had
already bribed Satdé’s greedy right-hand man.

Suspecting both Kim’s betrayal and their old
nemesis’s involvement, Mortimer asks Blake to
join him in Tokyo. Determined to wrap things up
before the latter’s arrival, Olrik comes up with
a diabolical plan
to steal the
three formulae:
neutralise
the British
professor, then
use a robotic
double of
him to fool
the bank
employees!
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This volume includes:

Professor Sato’s Three Formulae
Part 1
Mortimer in Tokyo

Professor Sato’s Three Formulae
Part 2
Mortimer versus Mortimer

The Francis Blake Affair
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Philip Mortimer’s Japanese alter ego, Akira Sato is a prominent

sue.nnst, a leading cybernet|C|ar_1, and _d|rector of Tokyo’s Thisiseheresili o wy stipid professne)
Institute of Space and Aeronautical Science, as well as a conceit... | wanted to pursue my plans
good f.riend of Mortimer’s. He is thg creator of a numb.er.of ﬁz;j{o/{ffd‘/”“&/"“ w2l oWl am
inventions that use a groundbreaking parthenogenesis line

(dictionary definition of parthenogenesis: reproduction from an
unfertilised ovum or oosphere; Jacobs, always thinking ahead,
made his parthenogenesis electronic) that allows him to create
revolutionary androids (such as the pathetic, weak-jointed copy
of Mortimer). Unfortunately for him, his talents have attracted
the attention of Scorpio, a villainous organisation for which
Colonel Olrik and his henchmen work; and Blake and Mortimer’s
old enemy has managed to convince Satd’s assistant Kim to
betray his master.

70 HIS CONTINUING ASTONISHMENT, THOUGH, HIS
FRIEND ANSWERS ONLY WITH AN ANCIENT POEM*...

‘Why such agitation, O my master? Life is fleeting...
How long will last our possessions of jadle and gold?
A hundlred years at most. That is the end
of the highest hope..






EPUB/Images/page0018.jpg
PROFESSOR SATO’S

Preparatory pencil
sketches for the
fearsome ryu from
Professor Satd’s Three
Formulae
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REALITY CATCHES UP TO
FICTION

was kept in Jacobs’s archives:
‘The android comes straight out

Jacobs deliberately
chose to build his Asian
tale in an ultra-realistic
manner, while placing
it within the register of
science fiction — with in-
telligent robots, amazing
inventions, and above
all, incredible androids.
While drawing the first
pages of Professor Sato’s
Three Formulae, Jacobs
was certain he ‘sailed
the science-fiction seas’

IACDBS DELIBERATELY

CHOSE TO BUILD HIS ASIAN
TALE IN AN ULTRA-REALISTIC

MANNER, WHILE PLACING

IT WITHIN THE REGISTER OF

SCIENCE FICTION — WITH
INTELLIGENT ROBOTS,
AMAZING INVENTIONS,
AND ABOVE ALL,
INCREDIBLE ANDROIDS.

of science-fiction
novels. This “Sim
One” mannequin
looks remarkably
human and is ca-
pable of a number
of reactions. It has
a beating heart,
lungs, can blink,
open its mouth/...].
It’s equipped with a
series of simulators
to allow medical
students to study

e plages on dans les valées
laines, BT B s, et Feuille e Thé

and admitted: ‘/ even
worried that | might
be pushing it too far.
Amusing coincidence: the major

Belgian daily newspaper Le Soir

published an article on 25 March
1967 in its science section that
described the work of American
scientist Dr Stephen Abrahamson,
who was the co-inventor of the an-
droid ‘Sim One’ at an electronics
laboratory in Azusa, California.
An excerpt from the newspaper
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nd merci,
avre hutte de terre, chas

omme 1a
Jn chante et comme tout 8ot
@

les brumes mauves, s€ o
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& ve
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ir, chante pout Vensom:

© Les Amis de Jacobs archives

the normal reac-

tions of a human

being to anaesthe-
sia and other assorted ministra-
tions.” If he wanted to stay ahead
of the times and continue surpris-
ing his readers, Jacobs couldn’t
afford to tarry in publishing his
Japanese story: ‘If some new, un-
foreseen problem is to slow down
my work again,” he noted, ‘Sato
and his androids will be bound
for the scrapheap!”

HOMAGE TO JAPANESE
CULTURE

The prepublication of Mortimer
in Tokyo, first part of Professor
Saté’s Three Formulae, concluded
on 30 May 1972 in Issue 22 of
Tintin, with Mortimer’s mechan-
ical clone beginning to wobble.
Little could the readers have sus-
pected that Jacobs would never
finish the art for the second part
... They would have to wait for 30
January 1990 to discover, in the
pages of Issue 5 of a new maga-
zine called Hello Bédeé, the conclu-
sion to this Japanese adventure,
drawn by Bob De Moor (1925-
1992) following Edgar P. Jacobs’s
death on 20 February 1987.

To be continued ...

lllustrations of
traditional Japanese
tales published

in 1941-1942 in
magazine Bravo!
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© Dargaud archives

Mortimer to the headquarters in

In His Own Words Tokyo for management to agree
to help him! In the end, though,

Greg, editor-in-chief of magazine the biggest help came from one
Tintin oflife’s chance moments. Chantal,
the daughterof his close childhood
friend Jacques Van Melkebeke
(1904-1983), had married Shige-
hiko Hasumi, a professor at the
University of Tokyo. ‘As you can
see, mine were quality sources.’
Jacobs bombarded the honour-
able scholar with requests for
information and details, and quite
naturally made him his technical
advisor on all matters Japanese.

Z Takethis, you N |
devilll! =

SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER I

© Edgar P. Jacobs Foundation archives
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Merely one week after the launch of the
prepublication of part one of Professor
Sato’s Three Formulae, 1ssue 41 of Tintin
(Belgian edition) from 12 October 1971
included an ‘Edgar P. Jacobs File’ in its
Magazine 2000 supplement. In it, readers
discovered pictures of the artist in his
workshop, a selection of preparatory
sketches, and a wonderful text by Hergé
describing the career and qualities of a
man who was once his assistant. The text
was pulled from the preface that Tintin and
Snowy’s creator wrote for a special edition
of H. G. Wells’s War of the Worlds, offered
in the magazine Les Cahiers de la bande
dessinée, which contained illustrations
made by Jacobs in 1946.

© Brieg F. Haslé collection
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Jacobs’s taste for ancient weapons is well-established by now, and he started collecting them as soon
as he had the financial means to do so. That was how his successive homes came to see their walls
covered in old swords, cutlasses, halberds, and assorted black powder pistols acquired over the years
as opportunities presented themselves. Going even further, he decorated his interior space with a mag-
nificent 16" century suit of English armour (said to have belonged to a household knight in service to
the Earls of Pembroke), along with a stunning Samurai armour reportedly from the 19" century. These

relics guaranteed a surprise for any visitor to the villa at Bois-des-Pauvres in Lasnes, in the

Walloon Brabant countryside!

Drawing by Jacobs showing the
entrance hallway of his apartment
on Avenue du Couronnement in
Brussels, decorated with period
arms and armour
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ALREADY THE ACTORS BID THE AUDIENCE
GOODBYE, FOLL(/?%/Z? THE CEREMONIAL

THE ANDROID SALUTES, THEN PUTS ITSELF IN A YOI POSITION AND, BEFORE AN ASTOUNDED MORTIMER,
GOES THROUGH A LIGHTNING-FAST SERIES OF KATA PUNCTUATED WITH TERRIFYING KIA®...

PUSHING ASIDE THE SHOJ/*, HE PEEKS
INSIDE THE DARK AND DESERTED ROOMS...

Jacobs appointed himself an ambassador of Japanese culture, of which he was a fan, by
introducing his readers to some of its aspects: Kabuki theatre, karate, traditional homes ...

A LONG PREPA

Once again, Jacobs took time to
prepare and do research for his
new story. Philippe Biermé, former

president of the Edgar
P. Jacobs Foundation,
confirmed that the
publishing contract for
ProfessorSato’s Three
Formulae had been
‘signed on 18 October
1968 in Brussels with
the publisher, who
agreed to pay for the
prepublication in its
magazines Tintin and
Kuifje (in French and
Dutch, respectively)
the sum of 5,000

Belgian francs per page.” Only
aboutthreeyears later did prepub-
lication of this latest adventure

‘I PUT TOGETHER
A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT
OF PICTORIAL REFERENCES
ON COUNTLESS SUBJECT
MATTERS: FROM MARTIAL
ARTS, KABUKI THEATRE,
GINZA STORES, HOTELS,
TAXIS, RAILWAYS, AND

THE POLICE ..."

begin at last. It surprised many a
reader, and also required colos-
sal amounts of preparation and

ject matters: from martial arts,
Kabuki theatre, Ginza stores,
hotels, taxis, railways, and the

research. Fascinated
by the culture and tra-
ditions of the Land of
the Rising Sun, Jacobs
read mountains of
books, seeking—in his
own words — to soak
in its atmosphere and
mentality. ‘Then,” he
explained in his mem-
oirs A Paper Opera,
‘I put together a con-
siderable amount of
pictorial references
on countless sub-
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‘I wanted a break, a complete change of scenery, and
since I'd always been particularly interested in Japanese
art and culture, | hoped to find in this equally traditionalist
and modernist world an atmosphere that would be
ideal for a science-fiction story. Unfortunately, | had

no idea what a jam | was about to get myself into!’

E.P.JACOBS

after the final episode of the
prepublication of The Affair
ofthe Necklace, Captain Francis
Blake and Professor Philip
Mortimer were at long last back

Five years and three months

in the weekly magazine Tintin
on 5 October1971, as promised
inthe previous issue. The read-
ers were immediately treated
to an unusual scenery: ‘on the
tarmac of Haneda’ — Tokyo’s

international airport! Jacobs
had chosen a setting that was
both firmly contemporary and
new to him, a complete depar-
ture from previous volumes in
the series.

THE SECRET NOTEBOOKS OF BLAKE, JACOBS, and MORTIMER | ~
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Jacobs’s preparatory plans, studies, and pencil sketches for the design of Professor
Akira Saté’s zen house
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For his friend Evany’s camera, Jacobs put on a kimono and
posed to achieve the right attitude.

FIRST-HAND INFORMATION

Always a stickler for accurate and
authentic details, Jacobs also
turned to the cultural attaché at
the Japanese Embassy in Brussels
...and quickly had to deal with the
difference of mindset between
Westerners and Easterners. ‘For

example,” the artist reported,
‘when | asked what type of fighter
was used by the Japanese Air
Force, | was told in a honeyed
voice “but, sir, we do not have
a military ...” — even though, in
1966, the nucleus of a new milita-
ry already existed, albeit coyly

Oh! To think that for months ['ve been
spred on... My calculations copied, my
ﬁé‘.&' searched, my mail intercepted, my
conversations listened to...I?!

”

named “Self-Defence Forces”.
Even more frustrating: trying to
obtain pictures from national
company Japan Air Lines, Jacobs
found himself speaking to people
who were polite and friendly
yet terribly suspicious. It took
sending a few volumes of Blake &

Jacobs drew countless
sketches to study poses and

attitudes of the characters for
his Japanese adventure.

© Edgar P. Jacobs Foundation archives
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IN HIS OWN WORDS
Edgar P. Jacobs, creator of Blake & Mortimer

} We/l, now! | suppose that if you considler this Samurai fellow
to be ‘very ordinary’, then the presence of this mysterious

command post here, 20 feet undlerground, is in fact perfectly

normal?...

Professor Sato’s ultramodern laboratory and its ‘thousand blinking lights’ ...

police, to telephone boxes and
even rubbish bins!’ On this last
topic, one particular anecdote
demonstrates how meticulous
- one might even say obsessive
- Jacobs was: he waited several
weeks (several months, accord-
ing to Greg) to obtain photo-
graphs of Japanese rubbish bins,
forcing Greg (1931-1999, edi-
tor-in-chief of Tintin from 1965 to
1974) to halt the prepublication of
Professor Sato’s Three Formulae,
asthe authorinsisted he couldn’t
continue working on his pages
without that missing detail. In
the end, and against all expecta-
tions, Japanese bins turned out
to be exactly the same as their
Western counterparts, aside from

the writing on them! ‘A funny epi-
sode that greatly entertained my
peers in the comics world’ would
later joke Jacobs — neglecting to
say that it also gave the editorial
team at Tintin nightmares ...

Of course. There was an extensive network of natural caves
under the house. All | did was set up this modlest laboratory
init, as well as | couldl. Nothing exceptional in that.

Sketch for a panel on page
23 of Professor Sato’s Three
Formulae, part one (page 43
of this book)

© Edgar P. Jacobs Foundation archives
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