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"IF YOU LIKE IT, PUT a ring on it," her dad used to say, but he wasn't talking to her. No, he used to talk to her older brother, a ladies man who didn't seem he'd ever find the right girl to settle down, not that he had the courage to stick around long enough for to see it through.

No, the saying wasn't for her.

But today, she was the one who had to decide. Saturna looked down at the palm of her hand. A ring was there, reflecting the various lights from the spaceship, gleaming as she moved it this way and that, reflecting colourful rays into her skin.

Mesmerising.

The ring was heavy, both physically and from what it represented.

It would decide on the fate of millions, and she had no idea how the fuck she would settle on such a choice.

Three princes. Sure, they weren't actually princes from royal families, but for their purposes, they might as well have been. The finest men each moon had to offer, given to her to choose as a husband.

Her decision would save the prince's world, and condemn the others to oblivion. Simple as that. Their moons were rather small in population, only a few million each, but Saturna would have felt this sick even if it was just a single family on each one.

"Saturna," the ship's Mind said. "It's time."

"Give me a moment," she said and darted off to the bathroom. She retched, spitting bile, but nothing came out. She had vomited her guts off hours ago, when the time was coming near. She washed the bitter taste from her mouth and was careful not to dirty her silk dress, but she chuckled, realising that the three men would have happily kissed her even if she was covered in sick.

The ship, 'I Now Pronounce You,' had everything ready for the ceremony. It could host the wedding, tend to all the guests, feed them, entertain them, and after the wedding was over give them a place to consummate their marriage, heck, even enjoy their honeymoon. The large quarters she had could rival the executive suite she had enjoyed back on Hammra III, and every surface looked soft, covered in expensive fabric. You could fuck comfortably on every surface of the rooms, and to her disgust, she realised that that was the exact intention of the Mind.

She shook her head, taking in a deep breath of fresh air. Her anger was misplaced, of course. The Minds only wanted to help this along, eagerly awaiting for the verdict.

They only wanted to help.

It wasn't their fault that the Asterism could only save one moon, and not three.

She gritted her teeth and snarled, "Tell me again."

"Saturna, I've explained it as much as I could," the ship's calm voice said from somewhere around the room. "At this point, I'm afraid you're only delaying the inevitable."

"Tell me again!" she demanded, raising her voice.

"Very well," Pronounce sighed, which was just a fabricated expression and it really pissed her off. Beings that didn't breathe didn't need to fake it. A holoprojection of the simulation showed up in front of her in the middle of the room, creating even more lights for the heavy ring to play with. "The three moons, Smaragdi, Rubini and Zafiri are going to plunge to their destruction inside the gas giant in four days. The decaying orbits of the moons are irreversible. All we can do is stabilise one of them, delay it enough so that the Asterism ships can get here in time. Trust me, I've been in constant communication, but the 'Digging the Gravity Well,' will not be here before the third day. We have spent significant," the Mind said, underlining the word, and when a Mind said 'significant' it really meant, 'more than your puny, squishy, pathetic mind can comprehend,' "resources to plot the quickest route and get to work saving one moon when it arrives. Digging is already manufacturing the needed drones and equipment on board, working overtime and risking its own structural integrity to be ready and on time."

The implied accusation was there, in the pause.

"And I have to choose by then," Saturna said, letting her head hang. She touched her stomach, it growled, completely empty. But she was in no mood for food, not even as good as Pronounce could make.

"Yes." Pronounce sounded apologetic.

It really pissed her off
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