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				The author with a salmon taken on live bait-fly as described in Chapter 17.

				

			

		

	
		
			
				A Note from Bill Gorman
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				As a boy, I always looked forward to visiting my great-grandfather L.L. at his retail store in Freeport. In my eyes, he was a strong, smiling man with a big personality presiding over a boy’s dream — a world of mesmerizing animal mounts, tents, axes, sleeping bags, and fishing rods. Although he died when I was only five years old, L.L. has been a powerful influence in shaping who I am today. The joy I receive from hunting, fishing, and just being outdoors is his legacy to me.

				My great-grandfather was an astute entrepreneur and an eminently practical man, but he was, above all else, a passionate outdoorsman. That blend of passion and practicality is what led him to write his Hunting Fishing and Camping guide, which he said should be readable in eighty-five minutes. His point, after all, was not to immerse his audience in tales of the outdoors, but in the outdoors itself. 

				I would, however, suggest spending a little bit longer enjoying this edition of L.L.’s classic. First published in 1942, Hunting Fishing and Camping has lost some of its practical use as a hands-on manual in this twenty-first-century age of Gore-Tex rainwear and graphite fly rods (although a surprising amount of its advice still holds up today). But as a nostalgic look at a bygone era in the Maine woods, this book knows no equal. That’s one of the reasons we have decided to bring it back into print, with updated information about the ways our favorite outdoor pursuits have changed since L.L.’s day — and the ways they have stayed the same.

				In many ways, too, L.L. Bean has changed since my great-grandfather was at the helm. While it is a much bigger company with a far broader line of products, L.L.’s influence endures in our legendary commitment to customer service. And today’s L.L.Bean actively promotes the responsible use of the outdoors that L.L. so deeply loved, through sustainable forest management, energy conservation, green building design, and use of alternative energy, as well as charitable support for conservation and outdoor recreation organizations.  

				Of course, the best way to convince people of the importance of conservation is to take them hunting, fishing, or camping, as my great-grandfather understood. L.L. introduced generations to the pleasures of experiencing nature firsthand. In his original introduction to this book, L.L. wrote that “venturing into the great open spaces… teaches us to forget the mean and petty things of life.” That is a lesson whose value has only increased with time.  

				— Bill Gorman, 2012

			

		

	
		
			
				Introduction
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				L.L. Bean, the author, of Freeport, Maine, and moose shot by him in fall of 1935.

				The object of this book is not to bore my readers with personal yarns and experiences but to give definite information in the fewest words possible on how to Hunt, Fish, and Camp.

				I am confining the territory to Maine, however, the same instructions and rules apply to all sections of the country where the same fish and game are found.

				To make this book as brief as possible, I am dealing only with major information. Minor details are easily learned by practice. The instructions are so condensed that the reading time of the whole book is only 85 minutes.

				If you have youngsters coming on, let them read this book. The information is just as important as many school text books.

				I am a firm believer in the conservation of all fish and game and the strict enforcement of all game laws. To my mind, hunting and fishing is the big lure that takes us into the great open spaces and teaches us to forget the mean and petty things of life. 

				— Leon Leonwood Bean, 1942

				I desire to acknowledge with appreciation the valued cooperation of: 

				The Maine Forestry Department

				Warden Supervisor Arthur Rogers

				Henry Milliken

				Henry Beverage

				George Soule

				O.H.P. Rodman

				J. Larry Hawkes

				Parker Foss

				Guy Bean
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				L.L. Bean’s Duck Hunting Camp at Merrymeeting Bay near Brunswick, Maine.
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				CHAPTER 1

				Deer Hunting on Bare Ground

				The first thing to decide: Where shall I go? Second: How many do I want to make up the party?

				Where to go is the most important question to settle. You will find your answer in Chapter 37. 

				Now for your party. A perfect trip may be ruined by one person who does not fit. I recommend small parties, not over four. Two makes a good party. 

				BILL GORMAN > Two made a good hunting party in the past when you depended on a partner to know where you were and to help drag animals out. Nowadays, with cell phones and better communication, you can more easily hunt solo.

				The next thing after making up your party and where to go is to decide on your camp. Shall you use a tent, a lean-to, an old logging camp or go to a regular Sporting camp?

				A Sporting camp is the most comfortable and the least trouble, but sometimes the hunting is not so good on account of too many hunters. 

				BILL GORMAN > If you want to hunt from a sporting camp, choose one whose operators are sensitive to scent. It’s nice to wake up to bacon and eggs, but you don’t want to smell like bacon and eggs during your hunt. Look for lodges whose facilities for preparing and serving meals are separate from those where you keep your clothes.

				Next is your equipment and what to wear–you will find your answers to both these questions in Chapters 11 and 12.

				Now that you are settled in camp, each hunter should look over safety rules and make a copy of signals in Chapter 14.

				The next question is: How are you going to hunt? With a small party I recommend still hunting as driving is out of the question. I realize that driving is fairly successful in the Southern States but not in Maine. I have found still hunting the most successful method on both bare ground and snow. Early in the season you stand a chance to get a good shot near camp. The best hunting is early in the morning, regardless of the season. The first thing to do is to find out the direction of the wind. Travel with the wind in your face. Walk slowly, stop often, take in all the territory around you and always be in position to shoot quickly. 

				Watch for fresh signs and try to follow the way you are going but always keep the wind in your face, if possible.

				Do not hunt too long the first day or two. Start back to camp by 10:00 o’clock. The middle of the day is the poorest time to hunt. If you find fresh signs near camp go out again about 2:00 o’clock and sit down in a place where you have a good view and an open place to shoot.

				BILL GORMAN > Our concept of time certainly has changed. In L.L.’s day, outdoorsmen hunted for days at a time. Today, we’re lucky if we can hunt for a few hours. I love hunting in early morning and early evening, but if my time is limited, I’ll hunt whenever I can.

				If it is a beech-nut year you will do well to put in a lot of time on the beech ridges. You are very likely to find where deer have pawed over the beech leaves looking for nuts. Walk very slowly along where you can see quite a distance. If it is a bright, clear day keep near the edge of the ridge where the hard wood and black growth meet. If you find fresh signs sit down where you can see some distance looking into the wind. If you are not sure of the direction of the wind wet your finger in your mouth and hold it over your head. The side that feels cold is where the wind is coming from.
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				Lyman Lane, age 10, of East Swanzey, N.H. shot this deer with his Father’s 30-30 rifle at 8:30 A.M., December 13, 1950, just before going to school. Lyman has been well trained in the use of a rifle and is an excellent marksman. He dropped the deer at a distance of about 200 yards. He also shot a doe on the second day of the hunting season 1951. Again in 1952 Lyman shot a deer on the last day of the season. Therefore at the age of twelve, he has to his credit three deer, which is an unusual record.

				If there are no beechnuts look for signs on burned ground and where lumbermen have operated. Deer browse on small hard wood shoots and raspberry bushes. Whenever you find signs keep a sharp lookout and step where you will not break twigs. Deer’s eyesight is poor but their sense of hearing and smelling is very keen. They are apt to scent or hear you and be off before you see them.

				If you wound a deer and find blood do not rush him. Signal your partner. Sit down and wait for the deer to lie down and stiffen up. If in the afternoon, however, get him before you are obliged to leave for camp if possible as it may storm during the night and obliterate the trail. 

				BILL GORMAN > The biggest deer I’ve seen in my life was in Maine. He probably had a live weight of 290 pounds or better, and his antlers were so big they looked like arms coming out of his head. I was bow hunting and I had him at fifteen yards, but I didn’t feel 100 percent confident about my shot due to obstructions, so I let him walk. To this day, I know it was the right thing to do.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Deer Hunting on Snow

				Strike out, taking your easy walking gait, until you hit a fresh track. Walk right along on it until it begins to zig-zag, then you must stop, look and listen. Mr. Deer is looking for a place to lie down. Now start hunting in earnest. Walk slowly and always be in a position to shoot. See that there is no snow in your sights or in your gun barrel.

				[image: Pg%2010]

				The white spot on this deer indicates the best place for your first shot.

				If you get a standing shot, take a very careful aim at the fore shoulder if possible.

				Should you suddenly come on to running tracks you can walk as fast as you like until deer starts walking again. Then slow down and watch for zig-zag tracks. Always keep a sharp lookout on both sides of tracks as occasionally other deer come in from the side.

				If a deer starts browsing note the direction of the wind. If the wind is not in your face, start circling so as to bring it in your face. Because you are wasting your time by following a deer that can scent you before you see him. 

				BILL GORMAN > Knowing your wind direction is still the best advice for dealing with scent. We can do whatever we can to de-scent ourselves (special clothing, breath sprays, etc.), but the most important thing is facing the wind, whether you are tracking deer or hunting from a tree stand. Set up multiple tree stands, so you have options depending on which way the wind is blowing.

				For successful hunting the snow should be soft, dry and fluffy. If the snow is crunchy under your feet or is frozen and crusted, it is worse than no snow at all for good deer hunting.

				It takes a little practice to determine the difference between fresh tracks and old tracks, but if snow falls during the night and you are out early in the morning it is fairly certain that you will strike fresh track if there are deer in the vicinity. 

				BILL GORMAN > I’d like to be able to track deer on bare snow, but I don’t have the time. Today the majority of successful hunters use tree stands. Place tree stands close to where the deer are eating, bedding, or rutting. I try to find where their trails converge because I double my chances.
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