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Introduction

Transitions are hard, even good ones. These movements
through life are tests to see how we respond to temptation and to
examine the reality of our faith. Even students who are prayed for,
raised well and have the benefit of parents who are good models of
faith, love and accountability can still stumble in the process of
becoming a bold believer.

Graduation is a portal into the vast web of living
life. You graduate from high school into college. You graduate from
mom washing your laundry—to you learning how to iron and fold
clothes. You graduate from meals miraculously arriving on the table
at dinner—to you in an afterthought throwing a semi-healthy frozen
dinner in the microwave.

You graduate from a large home that is cleaned for
you—to a small room that you are responsible to clean and
declutter. You graduate from dad’s cash coming just when it’s
needed—to you looking for odd jobs to supplement your spartan
existence. Mostly, you graduate from assuming your parent’s
faith—to assuming your own faith.

Graduation is the ultimate transition, because it
seems to come all at once like an avalanche over hikers traversing
the Himalayas. Fortunately, there are the time-tested priorities of
God first, family second and school and work third. This allows any
sincere seeking soul to find and follow the Lord’s purpose and plan
for their life.

But, this intentional living does not come by
accident; rather, it’s through prayer, meditation on Scripture,
wise mentors and a disciplined focus on following Christ. It is
tempting to ask Jesus to follow us, instead of humbly submitting to
and following Him. He has the right path that takes us to His place
of peace, security and adventure. The wise follow Jesus, because no
one else has the personalized purpose for living your life.

In a moment of doubt, a disciple of Jesus understood
the need for Jesus alone, “Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to
believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God’” (John
6:68-69).

What is your source of wisdom as you embark on your
tour through life? Like the Bible, does it have a proven track
record? Or, is it servant to unpredictable circumstances and to the
opinions of people—some of which fall into the very foolish
category. Choose the reliable compass of faith and direction from
Christ, and you will be much the wiser.

A life lived well leans heavily into the Lord. It is
a sign of strength not weakness. Indeed, God’s economy does not
track with the ups and downs of the stock market; rather, it tracks
on the trajectory of trust, contentment, generosity, saving and
wise spending. Wisdom begins and ends with the Lord Jesus Christ,
so fear Him, love Him and serve Him. A life well spent wisely
transitions through life loving people along the way.

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all
who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him belongs
eternal praise” (Psalm 111:10).

In Christ, Boyd Bailey

Reading 1 -
Giant Opportunities

“The LORD said to Moses, ‘Send some men to explore
the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites.…’ Then
Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, ‘We should go up
and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.’ But
the men who had gone up with him said, ‘We can't attack those
people; they are stronger than we are.’” Numbers 13:1a, 30-31

As we face life, we can be overwhelmed by its giant
obstacles, or be inspired by its giant opportunities. Challenges
and uncertainty tend to corrode our confidence. It is in the face
of the unknown that we can move forward by faith, or backward in
disbelief. What giant obstacles are you facing? How can your
obstacles be converted into opportunities? Obstacles are stepping
stones for obedient feet to follow.

Therefore, with aggressive patience, stay focused and
you will eventually see some obstacles dissolve, and others
transformed into treasures. Maybe a financial giant is looming
large as an intimidating obstacle? If so, stay true to your
integrity by not selectively suspending your core values for much
needed results. Instead, remain faithful to wise stewardship and
honesty, and the right results will follow at the right time. Trust
God to use scary giants for His glory.

God orchestrates giant opportunities for His greater
good. He told Moses that He was giving His children the promise
land; all they had to do was show up and receive His gift. Giant
opportunities do require faith, planning, perseverance and hard
work, as the reward of obedience and trust in the Lord is enough.
So how are you facing the giants in your life; as obstacles or
opportunities? Leaders look and pray for opportunities, and then
explore them with energy and enthusiasm.

Your relentless leadership inspires your family,
friends and work associates to remain faithful and not freak out.
Therefore, take the land of opportunity the Lord has given you.
Difficult days and economic challenges are greater opportunities
for God to get the glory. So be aggressive, increase your efforts,
pound heaven in prayer and by faith receive what your Savior Jesus
has already given you. Go after the giant opportunities with gusto
and by grace.

The Bible says, “I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13, NASB).

What giant obstacle can I trust God with to become an
opportunity?

Related Readings

Joshua 14:6-8; Isaiah 41:10-16; Romans 8:31-37;
Hebrews 11:33

Reading 2 -
God-Sized Goals

“Jesus replied, ‘What is impossible with men is
possible with God.’” Luke 18:27

God-sized goals are meant to challenge our thinking
and further our faith. These Holy Spirit inspired “big ideas” are
crafted by our Creator to spur us on to good works and
transformational living. God-sized goals make us uncomfortable at
times. They are not guaranteed to happen, but they position us to
pray more and believe in God better.

It is through prayerful planning and implementation
that gigantic goals move from mere possibility to a more sure
probability. Huge objectives are a hedge against mediocrity and a
prod toward perfection. God-sized goals are given to govern your
thinking, and determine your time, so you are intentional and
focused on His big picture. Otherwise, you can drift around without
a rudder of reality, destined for disappointment.

Best of all, God-sized goals get you to God. It is
prayer and planning with significant progress that moves you from
the realm of possibility to the place of probability. In most cases
it is one man or woman’s passion and focus that proves catalytic to
the creation and execution of the goals. The leader looks failure
in the eyes and extinguishes it by faith, wisdom and hard work,
which are all wrapped around a skilled and unified team.

Christ-centered possibilities far outweigh
man-centered probabilities. Perhaps you need to get away in
solitude for several days and ask your Savior to sear your soul
with His goals. Think out of the box of small belief, for the Lord
is unlimited in His abilities and resources.

God-sized goals arrest your attention, adjust your
attitude and accelerate your actions. So, prayerfully set great
goals, and He will grow your character in the process, while
influencing others for His glory. Trust Him to teach you the way;
to show you with eyes of faith way beyond the bounds of your
experience, for His plan will prevail.

The Bible says, “I know you can do all things; no
plan of yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2).

What goal is God giving me that I need to accept by
faith and work hard towards its accomplishment?

Related Readings

Genesis 18:14; Jeremiah 32:17; Matthew 19:26;
Ephesians 1:19-20

Reading 3 -
Mentor Young People

“At the window of my house I looked out through the
lattice. I saw among the simple, I noticed among the young men, a
youth who lacked judgment.” Proverbs 7:6-7

Most young people yearn for someone to invest in them
time and wisdom. They know deep in their heart they need help to
handle heartaches. Their naïve knowledge has yet to graduate them
from the ”school of hard knocks,” so they need loving and wise
instruction. Who in your circle of influence is a candidate for
your caring attention? It may be a son or daughter, a colleague at
work or a friend from church. God places people in our lives for a
purpose.

Perhaps you prayerfully pursue a mentor relationship
with a teachable young person. They can learn as much or more from
your mistakes as from your wise choices. Mentors are not perfect,
just wiser from failures and humbled by successes. Look around you
and ask the Lord to lead you to a young person who may be edging in
the wrong direction. Reach out, and you will have returned the
favor to someone who loved you.

Indeed mentors take time for others, because they are
eternally grateful for those who took time for them. Gratitude to
God is a great reason to go the extra mile with someone younger.
Read books together, maybe a book a month for a year. Meet over
coffee to discuss how the book challenged your thinking and changed
your behavior for the better.

A young leader can preclude problems when he or she
is able to model the wise habits of their mentor. Always invite an
older adult into your life who can educate you in the ways of God.
Moreover, the mentor process is valuable to both parties. It
provides accountability, encouragement, love and obedience to
Christ’s commands. Mentor young people so they follow the right
path, and in turn help someone else do the same.

The Bible says, “… Encourage the young women to love
their husbands, to love their children.… Likewise urge the young
men to be sensible…” (Titus 2:4, 6).

With what young person in my life is the Lord leading
me to invest time, wisdom and resources?

Related Readings

Job 32:6; Psalm 119:9; Matthew 28:20; Titus 2:1-8

Reading 4 -
False Spirituality

“She took hold of him and kissed him and with a
brazen face she said: ‘I have fellowship offerings at home; today I
fulfilled my vows.’” Proverbs 7:13-14

Unfortunately, there are those who use religion to
get their way. It may be a single adult who preys on an
unsuspecting single adult in church. They attend church to take
advantage of trusting souls. Some businessmen use the art of
Christian conversation to give the appearance of values and
principles based on the Bible. However, once they make the sale or
close the deal, their self-serving and dishonest ways reveal
themselves.

One of the worst types of deception is spiritual
deception, because it is using God to get our way. In marriage it
may be the husband who uses submission to control his wife, or a
wife who uses grace to withhold from her husband. Therefore, warn
those not to be like Simon in the early church, who tried to buy
the Holy Spirit for his benefit, and cultivate authentic
spirituality in your heart and mind through prayer, worship and
community.

True spirituality, on the other hand, is motivated
and controlled by the Spirit of Christ. There is authenticity
because Almighty God is the initiator. True spirituality is not
just looking out for itself but is sincerely concerned with serving
others. You are comfortable with them, because you know they care
for you. Integrity reeks from their business and religious
activities. Their yes is their yes, and their no is their no.

There are no surprises, because what you see is what
you get. True spirituality comes over time, forged on the anvil of
adversity, taught at the hearth of humility and received at the
gate of God’s grace. You know your religion is real when you love
others above your needs, and you care for the poor and needy.

The Bible says, “This is pure and undefiled religion
in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world” (James
1:27, NASB).

Who do I need to confront in love about using their
“Christianity” to take advantage of others?

Related Readings

Ecclesiastes 7:4; Matthew 25:36; Acts 8:19-20; 2
Corinthians 1:17

Reading 5 - Pay
Attention

“Now then, my sons, listen to me; pay attention to
what I say.” Proverbs 7:24

Pay attention, because there are some people who want
to help you, and some who want to hurt you. Especially pay
attention to those who seem to say the right things, but in their
heart they have a hidden agenda. Everyone cannot be trusted,
because not everyone is trustworthy. The sooner you discern a man
or woman’s motive, the quicker you will know how to manage your
time.

If in conversation it is all about them, then watch
out for wrong behavior. Pay attention to the path people may want
you to take and so protect your reputation. Moreover, you have
limited emotional capacity and mindshare, so make sure the Lord is
leading you to get involved. Even good people and compelling causes
can lead you astray. Pay attention, and learn to say no, so you can
say yes to God’s best.

I struggle with saying no, because I want to please
people. However, pleasing people is not the best motivation. Faith
in my Heavenly Father is a much nobler goal. Learning to say no is
how we gain peace and contentment over the long haul. When you say
no to
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