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        When you find that if you get pushed to the limit, there is a different side to you…

      

      

      
        
        Clay

        I can’t believe what happened to Wes, and it brings into stark contrast the danger not only he, but also his kids are in. And, by extend, Aiden and the rest of my family…

        I need to find the man responsible. I need to protect my family!

      

      

      
        
        Aiden

        Seeing Wes, seeing his pain… I hurt for him, but I also know that he needs help. Because when he opens up to me, the world turns a little darker and I find so much more pain…

        Pain that I need to get him away from!
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            Important note before the story starts!

          

        

      

    

    
      At the end of the last novella (Marrying a Mate), Wes was attacked by his Alpha after Clay and Aiden took him in.

      This novella (Angering an Alpha) has some descriptions of the type of injuries that Wes has and delves into some of his medical history (which also includes previous pregnancies and pregnancy loss).

      Please make sure to take good care of yourself before, during and after reading those chapters as they’re very emotional and openly speak about trauma.

      Wes does get better and his healing is part of the story, but things are rough for him for a while.
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            Clay

          

        

      

    

    
      I can’t believe this. I can’t fucking believe this.

      Wes is curled up on the bed, his breath hitching and his eyes filled with tears. I thought we finally got him out of the bad situation, away from his Alpha, away from the pain and fear.

      So, how did he end up battered and bruised?

      How did he end up looking like this, when he was supposed to be safe here?

      How could this have happened?

      Aiden, Zeke and Felix leave the room, closing the door behind them, leaving me alone with Wes.

      “How?” I don’t get it.

      Wes closes his eyes, shaking his head slowly, painfully. “I…”

      His face distorts and I reach out, carefully putting my finger under his chin. He fights me for a moment, but then allows me to move his head to the side.

      There are red spots on his neck, ten of them, ten clear impressions. The bruises are slowly becoming more visible, turning from a pale to a darker red, not yet the blue-ish purple they’ll go in another few hours.

      They show two sets of fingers wrapped around his thin neck.

      Fuck.

      No.

      I stumble back.

      My first instinct is to hurt someone, to go out and find the asshole who did this to him. But I know that I can’t do that. I need to contain my anger.

      “He…” I stare at Wes, at the way he cowers under my gaze, and I’m about to explode.

      How dare he? How dare Daxton do this?

      Wes’ fear sets off all my protective instincts, but also the need to destroy whoever made him fearful like this in the first place.

      “I need a moment.” If I don’t… I may break something or hurt someone I love. And right now, I can’t let that happen.

      I can’t be that guy.

      I need to be the protector, not the revenger.

      I step out of the bedroom, trying to get myself back under control.

      Aiden, Zeke and Felix are standing in the dining area, waiting for me, waiting for my answers.

      Zeke is carrying Evan, the little boy visibly upset. Their eyes are all on me, but I shake my head.

      “I’m going to go for a walk. I’ll be right back.” My voice is like gravel. I can’t deal with anything right now, I need to calm down first.

      I stalk away, out of the apartment, down the stairs and out of the building.

      There, I walk along the side of the building until I find a more secluded spot where I can hide, away from people’s eyes.

      I lean my back against the wall, slamming the side of my fist against it, trying to keep myself under control. Trying to contain the anger by creating a counterpoint.

      Wes’ Alpha attacked him.

      He followed Wes here and attacked him, right when we thought he was safe.

      I thought I felt helpless when we brought Wes here. But now, this is so much worse.

      I’m not an aggressive person, but each time I think about how Daxton has been treating Wes, I want to do something bad to his Alpha. And it gets worse with every piece of information that I get.

      There’s no way that Daxton should be able to get away with this, treating Wes like this… No way.

      I slam my hand into the wall again. Fuck.

      I can’t believe this.

      Today was supposed to be happy and good, but now…

      My phone buzzes and I grab it. It’s a message from Aiden. ‘Wes needs to go to the hospital. He may not want to, but he really needs to. Urgently.’

      I stare at the words. It takes a moment before they sink in. Wes is in bad enough of a state that he needs to go to the hospital.

      I can’t freak out right now, I don’t have the time for it. I need to take care of Wes first, before I do anything else.

      Before I do something reckless.

      ‘On my way.’

      I make my way back, taking deep breaths, forcing my mind to focus on one thing, getting Wes the help that he needs, if he wants to or not.

      I don’t care about his financial situation or any of the other things. Not when his life could be in danger. I’ll pay for his treatments, I have the money.

      But I can’t lose my brother.

      I can’t lose Wes.

      Aiden’s waiting for me at the doors to the building. When he sees me, he comes over, his stance relaxing.

      I open my arms, wrapping them around him as he steps close.

      “I thought you’d be with Wes.” I barely dare to speak, the quiet providing a modicum of comfort.

      “I needed to see you, explain something.” Aiden’s voice almost disappears into my chest. “Zeke wasn’t attacked by Wes’ Alpha. When Zeke sent us the message, they…” He stops and I let go, looking down at him.

      “They, what?”

      Aiden swallows hard. “Oliver has epilepsy. He had a seizure. They were trying to get him on the floor safely, and he smacked Zeke in the face in the process. That’s why they messaged us. Because of Oliver. They couldn’t get a hold of Wes, so they reached out to us.”

      I feel like someone pours a bucket of cold water over me. “Oliver has epilepsy?” I remember the medication that Wes asked me to get for Oliver, it must have been for that.

      Aiden nods. “Yes. It seems like he’s been fine for a long time. He didn’t need his meds so much anymore. But this…” He looks down, and I see the way he frowns.

      “This is bad.” I pull him closer again.

      “Yeah.”

      “Right.” I rub my hands over his back, more to give myself something to do than anything else. “You said Wes needs to go to the hospital?”

      “Yes. He really does.” Aiden’s voice wobbles. “Zeke said that Wes came stumbling in, barely able to walk, and then he lost consciousness, so they got him to the bedroom. They only just got him settled when we came in and found them.” The words rush out. “He needs help.”

      I tighten my arms around him, trying to comfort him, even for a moment, then I let go. “Let’s get him to the hospital.” I pull Aiden along with me to the stairs, but he stops.

      “What’s wrong?” I turn to him.

      “Give me your keys.” He holds out his hand. “I’ll get your car and I’ll wait in front of the building. You go get Wes.”

      I look him over, then I nod. “Makes sense.” I give him the keys, then I pull him to me for a quick kiss. “Thank you.”

      “Go get him.” The urgency in Aiden’s voice doesn’t escape me.

      I take the stairs two steps at a time, reaching the door in no-time, which is still slightly ajar, and I go inside. I find Felix with Oliver and Josie on the couch.

      “They’re in the back. Zeke’s trying what he can.” Felix looks lost, pained.

      “We’re past the trying stage.” I know there won’t be any use trying anymore, no use trying to convince him.

      I’m going to take Wes
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