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      Kara was in a panic. Her mother-in-law was coming for a visit and that always spelled trouble. She had tried hard for the first four years of her and Dave’s marriage to play nice. She truly wanted the woman to like her. Now, two kids and six years later, she was beyond caring what the woman thought. The only thing that bugged her was the incessant bitching, nagging, and misery that Victoria brought with her each and every visit.

      Victoria was a legendary ballbuster—of epic proportions. From the moment Kara and Dave started dating, Victoria was in their business. She knew that Victoria expected a more obedient daughter-in-law, but people in Hell wanted ice water too, and it wasn’t about to happen. Her protests were heard far and wide when they announced their engagement. Dave put her in her place and threatened to disown her if the rhetoric didn’t stop.

      The women butted heads from day one. Victoria had accused Kara of stealing her only son. She could only shake her head at the accusation. Since when is falling in love considered stealing one’s child? They were twenty-two when they met—for Pete’s sake! Her future mother-in-law made every part of dating Dave difficult. Nothing came easy for them when Victoria was involved.

      Kara’s family was small and private, believing most conversations should happen behind closed doors. Dirty laundry was not something to be aired before the entire town. Victoria was all about small-town gossip and public meltdowns. The woman craved drama. In fact, she thrived on it. They were complete polar opposites, never in harmony with one another.

      One day, Kara and Dave had decided to meet at Dave’s apartment for an afternoon quickie to satisfy a mutual pre-weekend urge. What should have been a mind-blowing orgasm turned into red-faced embarrassment when Victoria walked in on Dave pounding into Kara, doggy style. Victoria had unleashed a scream that would have been more fitting for someone who had just witnessed a human sacrifice. If Kara even thought about that day, Victoria’s ugly shriek could still be heard reverberating in her head.

      Kara had been mortified by the embarrassing experience, but it got worse—ten times worse. Rather than handle the incident with a little discretion and grace, Victoria just had to turn it into a small-town version of a tabloid scandal. She decided to spread the news all over town that she had walked in on her son and his whore having sex. According to Victoria, Kara was going to hell for committing a sin.

      Kara was certain once they announced their engagement Victoria would chill out a bit—boy was she wrong. Their engagement and wedding had almost sent Kara to a room with padded walls. As a little girl Kara had dreamt of a private beach wedding in Maui, complete with flower leis on herself and each of the guests. However, Victoria insisted they have a full-blown church wedding, complete with a country club reception, five hundred guests, and drama by the truckload.

      Dave and Kara agreed that this was their wedding, not Victoria’s, and they would celebrate it the way they wanted. Dave would not allow his mother to force them into something they didn’t want. That whole fiasco only caused more grief between the women.

      Now Kara avoided her mother-in-law at all costs. She needed to come up with a strategy, a plan, some way to deal with her when she arrived. Granted, it’s not like Victoria was staying for a weekend or anything, but damn, it would be an excruciating afternoon in her presence.

      Kara was quite lucky that her mother-in-law didn’t visit more often, as they lived in the next town over, less than twenty minutes away. She counted her lucky stars that Victoria generally stayed away. Though, it would be nice for the kids to have a normal grandmother, one who was active in their lives and close to them. But, maybe some things really were a blessing in disguise.

      Dave was the peacekeeper, ever vigilant when it came to dealing with his mother. He had told Kara on many occasions that he hated to subject his wife to the same torture that his mom put him through his entire life. He admitted to Kara that his mother could be hard to handle, and many people found her personality somewhat abrasive—at the very least. He often told Kara to ignore her, so she did. She let Dave deal with all things Victoria.

      Kara had a bad feeling about Victoria’s upcoming visit. Something was up. The only time the woman came around was to stir up trouble. She thought back to a time right after she and Dave were married. They had only been back from their honeymoon for a few weeks when out of the blue, she got a scathing call from Dave. Apparently, Kara had been seen with another man, laughing and hugging. Kara had to shake her head at the insinuation. She knew exactly where the rumor came from that she was cheating on Dave. It came from none other than Victoria.

      Kara and her brother had gone out to eat and catch up on things. Of course, Victoria was there. Rather than act like a normal person and say hello to her new daughter-in-law, she spied from a distance with an ugly scowl. Kara and her brother got a good laugh out of the ordeal. Some people loved to gossip, no matter who they hurt. If Kara had learned anything over the years, Victoria would twist any truth she could into a lie. Victoria knew damn well who her brother was, that’s what made the incident even more insane.

      The episode took place right around the same time that Victoria decided to parade Dave’s ex-girlfriends around. It reminded her of a smorgasbord of long-legged, blond tarts. Part of the problem was Kara’s
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