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Punctuation and terminology disclaimer. The punctuation and terminology used in this book is according to UK conventions, but notes alternatives in certain places.
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An Introduction
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Everyone is a storyteller. Really. They are.

Think about it. We tell stories whenever we describe what we did at the weekend. What our favourite present was on our last birthday. Where we went on holiday last year . . . These are stories about ourselves and our lives, and are more often than not, real.

Not everyone uses words to tell their stories though—some people draw pictures to tell a story. Others take photos. They might dance, or sing, or make a film, or act, or sculpt, or paint . . . But there’s still a story in there, somewhere.

Bet you could tell one, right now. Imagine you are late for school. Have a think about why—don’t spend too long on it and be as wacky as you like. Now go and find someone prepared to listen to your explanation! Or write it down in a ‘Dear Teacher, John was late to school today because . . .’ letter.
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What happened, by the way?

Did you fall through a portal into another dimension? Cool.

Rush into a burning building to save someone? Awesome.

Got kidnapped by aliens? Amazing!
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See? It’s that easy to tell a story.

But it’s not always easy to write one, and that’s why this book exists—chances are, you’re reading it because you’re already writing stories of your own (or want to begin) and you’d like to know how to make them better. I’m hoping what’s inside these pages will help you to capture your story ideas, fill them out, and then polish them up to be the best you can possibly make them.
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Why Squidge?

––––––––
[image: ]


Some of you might be wondering why this book is called Squidge’s Guide to Super Stories, instead of Katherine’s Guide to Super Stories. The short answer is because Squidge is a nickname. 

But if you want the long answer, here’s the story of how I got the nickname, and why I’ve used it . . .

I was involved in the Guide Association for many years. On my first camp as a Young Leader, aged just sixteen, all the leaders and Patrols had names to fit a woodland theme. My camp name was Squirrel.
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Within half an hour of arriving at the campsite, thanks to the Guides, it had morphed into Squidge—and stayed that way for twenty years.

Although I left the Guide Association, I kept the nickname, and used it as my moniker when I first joined an online writing group. Why did I hide behind a nickname? Well, mainly because I wasn’t sure I was a good enough writer to join—if I was rubbish, I didn’t want to own up to it. However, once I’d been reassured that the group was a place where I could learn and improve, and that I wasn’t as bad as I thought, Squidge became my writing name. I started a blog—Squidge’s Scribbles—and in writing about my writing and my life, my family became Mr Squidge and the two Squidgelings.

Being Squidge is such a big part of who I am, I decided to use it in the title of the book—and being a writer, how could I resist a bit of alliteration as well?
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Before we begin . . .
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I need to say up front, that I’m not a teacher. And when I went to school, they didn’t teach the rules of grammar like they do now. I knew a sentence started with a capital letter and ended with a full stop, and I knew what verbs, nouns, and adjectives were. I knew how dialogue should be written and when to start a new paragraph, but that’s about it as far as I was taught. Most of what I demonstrate in my writing nowadays, I’ve learnt through experience—and I’ve learned a lot.

What I am, is a writer, with two collections of short stories and several fantasy novels for children, plus many short stories for adults, already published. And it’s my knowledge of story writing that I’m sharing with you.

This book is not going to tell you your story has to be perfect when it’s finished. In fact, I tell children on school visits that I don’t mind if their spelling is awful, or if they forget some of their capital letters and full stops—I’m more interested in capturing a story first and thinking about the rules after. They look at me as if I’m mad. They can’t believe they’re allowed to write a story without paying attention to things like that. But what I’ve found is that often, when you take away the so-called ‘rules’ of writing—at least to begin with—you stop worrying about how perfect your writing needs to be and end up creating some really amazing stories.

Yes, you will need to polish your writing and I’ll help you with some of that, but for now, I want you to have fun, and not worry about the rules—yet.
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Using this book
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This book is not intended to be an instruction manual as such. What’s in it is the kind of information and advice I share with young and novice writers so that they can look towards improving the stories they have already written, or want to begin writing. You can dip in and out of it to find the areas you need help with, or read through the lot and take it all in . . . As you’ll discover as you read on, it’s entirely up to you.

You might want to keep a pen and paper handy too, because as you work through the book, you’ll find a few exercises to try along the way. They aren’t essential for you to do though—I’m not setting homework!
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How to be a better writer
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I’m often asked what you need to be a good writer. Is there a magic formula somewhere you can drink? A special pen you can buy that only writes bestsellers? A set of failsafe rules that you can follow?
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Sadly, no. But there are some things I’ve noticed that good and improving writers always do.
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1. Writers write
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I know, I know, it sounds obvious. But good writers write. And the more they write, the better they get, usually. I mean, you don’t get to play an instrument well without practising, do you? You aren’t selected for the football team of your dreams if you haven’t trained hard, and you probably won’t paint a masterpiece the first time you pick up a brush.

Writing takes practice.
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So writers write. Some write purely for fun, or because they can’t imagine not writing. Some write to please themselves, others because they want to be published. Some of them write every single day. Others write only at the weekend. Some write early in the morning, others late at night. They might set themselves a target to write so many words at a time, or keep writing from dawn to dusk and only stop when they’ve filled pages and pages in a session. They might write in a proper study, or sitting on their beds, or in a shed at the bottom of the garden. Some will write by hand, and others will type everything on a computer. Some like to listen to music as they write, others prefer silence.

I write in longish sessions, but not every day, often singing along to favourite music. I either sit on one end of the sofa or on the floor in front of it, or squish into a bean bag in my garden room. I use pen and paper for working out ideas, but a laptop for typing them up.

That’s what works for me . . .

I can’t tell you what is going to work for you, though. You’ll have to do some experimenting.

What’s important to remember is that there’s no magic mix of time or place or method that suits everyone exactly the same to get the writing done. What works for you is something you will have to figure out for yourself. And it might change, depending on your circumstances or the mood you’re in.

The important thing to do while you are figuring it out is that wherever, whenever, and however you choose to write, you keep writing.
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2. Writers read
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Writers read lots.
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When I was younger, I was a bookworm. So much so, that at Christmas, book-shaped presents were always found right at the bottom of the present pile. Father Christmas must’ve known that if I unwrapped a book early on, I’d not open anything else until I’d finished reading it . . .
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I used to go to the town library frequently
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