
		
			
				[image: Cover for Texas]
			

		

	
		
			
				
				
					[image: A Note from Mary Pope Osborne About the Magic Tree House Fact Trackers]
				

			

			
				When I write Magic Tree House® adventures, I love including facts about the times and places Jack and Annie visit. But when readers finish these adventures, I want them to learn even more. So that’s why we write a series of nonfiction books that are companions to the fiction titles in the Magic Tree House® series. We call these books Fact Trackers because we love to track the facts! Whether we’re researching dinosaurs, pyramids, Pilgrims, sea monsters, or cobras, we’re always amazed at how wondrous and surprising the real world is. We want you to experience the same wonder we do—so get out your pencils and notebooks and hit the trail with us. You can be a Magic Tree House® Fact Tracker, too!
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			Here’s what kids, parents, and teachers have to say about the Magic Tree House® Fact Trackers:

			“They are so good. I can’t wait for the next one. All I can say for now is prepare to be amazed!” —Alexander N.

			“I have read every Magic Tree House book there is. The [Fact Trackers] are a thrilling way to get more information about the special events in the story.” —John R.

			“These are fascinating nonfiction books that enhance the magical time-traveling adventures of Jack and Annie. I love these books, especially American Revolution. I was learning so much, and I didn’t even know it!” —Tori Beth S.

			“[They] are an excellent ‘behind-the-scenes’ look at what the [Magic Tree House fiction] has started in your imagination! You can’t buy one without the other; they are such a complement to one another.” —Erika N., mom

			“Magic Tree House [Fact Trackers] took my children on a journey from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania, to so many significant historical events! The detailed manuals are a remarkable addition to the classic fiction Magic Tree House books we adore!” —Jenny S., mom

			“[They] are very useful tools in my classroom, as they allow for students to be part of the planning process. Together, we find facts in the [Fact Trackers] to extend the learning introduced in the fictional companions. Researching and planning classroom activities, such as our class Olympics based on facts found in Ancient Greece and the Olympics, help create a genuine love for learning!” —Paula H., teacher
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				Dear Reader,

				In Hurricane Heroes in Texas, we visited Galveston, Texas, during the hurricane of 1900. In just one night, raging winds and floods almost destroyed the city. Many people died or were injured, and the city lay in ruins. It was the biggest weather disaster in American history.

				We read about the courage and spirit shown by Texans after the storm of 1900 and after Hurricane Harvey in 2017. That made us want to track the facts about this amazing state and its people.

				We learned that Texas has a rich history. Texas has been part of six nations—it was even its own country! We also found out what Texas is like today. It has some huge cities with tall buildings. And every year, thousands of people visit the Alamo, where Texans fought and died for freedom in 1836. Let’s travel to Texas to learn all about this great state!
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			Everything is bigger in Texas! That’s what Texans say, and they might be right. The state itself is huge. It covers more than 260,000 square miles. Alaska is the largest state in area, and Texas comes in second. It’s about two times the size of Germany and bigger than France and England put together!

			Texans brag about a thirty-five-foot-high statue of cowboy boots and a state capitol building almost fifteen feet higher than the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.!
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			Over the years, Texas has belonged to six different nations. One of those was when it was its own separate country.
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				Before they became states, Hawaii and Vermont were also separate countries.

			

			Texas has a long history. Spanish explorers sailed from Europe and arrived there in 1519. That is about a hundred years before English people settled in Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Jamestown, Virginia.

			Texas Today

			Texas is in the southwestern part of the United States. It shares a 2,000-mile border with Mexico and has 367 miles of coastline along the Gulf of Mexico. Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arkansas, and Louisiana are its neighbors.
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			Because Texas is so huge, the land and climate are different throughout the state. The west is flat with hot, dry deserts and very little rain. People there raise cattle and cotton.
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				On March 27, 1984, Amarillo had a low temperature of 33 degrees Fahrenheit, while in south Texas, Brownsville reached a high temperature of 106 degrees.

			

			The Gulf Coast has miles of sandy beaches, but it also has a high
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