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​Introduction
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It should be the goal of every Christian to live life to the fullest through Jesus Christ. He consistently encouraged the disciples to have faith. In addition, He promised them that His peace and joy would remain with them. 

The Abundant Truth Life Study Series was developed to help believers to live in the abundance that comes with the new life in Christ. Be encouraged by Jesus’ words that he came that we would have life and that more abundantly.

In this publication:

In this publication, we will examine Jehoshaphat's prayer for God's protection and deliverance. As believers, his example in prayer should strengthen us in the way of prayer. His example encourages us to stand in faith in times of great distress and trouble.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Section 1

The Way of Perception
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The Way of Prayer involves the believer’s lifestyle. Prayerful living should be the believer’s approach in this life. The Way of Prayer begins with perception. 

One must understand and have a proper perception of God. In addition, one should know and learn from the ways of our biblical counterparts. 

In this book we will examine Jehoshaphat's prayer for God's protection and deliverance. As believers, his example in prayer should strengthen the Christian in the Way of Prayer. His example encourages us to stand in faith in times of great distress and trouble.

God specializes in impossible situations. His name is magnified and His glory is demonstrated as He acts on man’s behalf. Throughout Israel and Judah’s history, God displayed His ability to deliver His people out of desperate circumstances.  

After the kingdom was divided David’s descendants continued to reign on Judah’s throne according to God’s promise.

That the Lord may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not  fail  thee  (said he)  a  man  on the throne of Israel. (I Kings 2:4)

Among David’s godly descendants was king Jehoshaphat. He was a righteous man who continually sought the Lord. In spite of this, he found himself in an unfortunate situation. However, in the midst of his situation, he called upon the name of the Lord. His prayer serves as an example to believers  today of how we are to seek God in times of great trouble.

Jehoshaphat, the Person

Jehoshaphat’s story can be found in 1Kings 22:1-50; 2 Kings 3; 2 Chronicles 17:1 2 Chronicles 21:3. 

It is believed that Jehoshaphat reigned between 873 BC-849 BC. He was the fourth king of the divided Israelite kingdom, which began, with his great-grandfather, Rehoboam. 

His name means that the Lord is Judge. During his reign, he walked uprightly before the Lord his  God.

And  the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked  in the first ways of his father David, and sought not unto Baalim; But sought to the Lord God of his father, and walked in His commandments, and not after the doings of Israel.  (2 Chronicles 17:3-4)

Jehoshaphat’s Reforms

During his reign, he brought many reforms to Judah. This included his tearing down of the pagan altars and images that were scattered throughout the land.

And  his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord: moreover he took away the high places and groves out of Judah (2 Chronicles 17:6)

In addition, Jehoshaphat influenced the spiritual climate in Judah by sending out priests and Levites to instruct the people in the way of the Lord.

Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his princes, even to Benhail, and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. And with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, and Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and Tobadonijah, Levites; and with them Elishama and Jehoram, priests. And they taught in Judah, and had the book of the law of the Lord with them, and went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the people. (2 Chronicles 17:7-9)

Aside from the spiritual renewal that came under his reign, Judah experienced a time of prosperity and peace. Because the Lord was with him, no other nations dared to challenge him in war.

And the fear of the Lord fell upon all  the kingdoms of the lands that were round about Judah, so that they made no war against Jehoshaphat. And Jehoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and he built in Judah castles, and cities of store. And he had much business in the cities of Judah: and the men of war, mighty men of valor, were in Jerusalem. (2 Chronicles 17:10, 12-13)
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​Section 2

The Way of Living
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The Christian who desires to prosper in their personal walk with Christ and who inspire others to do so, will face opposition from the adversary and others who do not want to receive Christ. The Christian must understand that problems in life will come. The Christian must accept as a part of the way of living in this world ~ trials, tests, and troubles. 

Embracing this teaches the believer to walk in the way of prayer. Though God was with him and prospered him, Jehoshaphat found himself in trouble. 

Jehoshaphat’s Problem

After a failed joint military campaign with Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoshaphat’s enemies believed they had an opportunity to attack Jerusalem and Judah. These were the Moabites, the Ammonites, and other surrounding nations (the inhabitants of Mount Seir)

It came  to pass after this also,  that  the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against  Jehoshaphat  to battle. (2 Chronicles 20:1)

The nations formed an alliance to overthrow Judah while she was in a weakened military state. Two long-standing enemies of Judah led  this  oncoming siege (Moab and Ammon). 

Biblical history informs us that these two nations were cousins to Israel and Judah. These two nations came from the incestuous relations of Lot and his daughters.

Come, let us make our  father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day. And the younger, she also bar e a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. (Genesis 19:32, 36-38)

Judah stood alone, having no other allies to depend upon. It was because of this that Jehoshaphat understood that their survival depended upon the Lord’s intervention.

The Problem Today

Though many today will not be placed in the same situation as Jehoshaphat, some will be placed in impossible circumstances. This story helps us to understand what our response should be in times of distress. 

Some of us are facing situations presently that seem to have us in bondage. Even as Jerusalem was surrounded, life’s problems and circumstances have engulfed some. 

We discovered that the nations that should have been close to Israel and Judah (Moab and Ammon) were leading the onslaught. This demonstrates today how many believers are facing hardships from persons and individuals close to them. 

Some are contending with the pressures of marriage, school, parenting, and the like. These sometimes produce feelings of isolation. Thus, the enemy will use these things to attack the believer. Feelings of entrapment and bondage seem to prevail without any sign of help or relief.

However, Jehoshaphat responded, to his circumstance, by calling upon the name of the Lord in prayer. If we follow his example, we can experience the same deliverance
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