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Introduction

 

Welcome  to The  Kingdom  of  Bugs  in

Your  Own  Backyard!  This  book  is  your

guide  to  discovering  the  amazing  world

of  insects  and  other  tiny  critters  that

live  right  outside  your  door.  You  don’t

have  to  travel  far  to  find  exciting

creatures—many  fascinating  bugs  are

crawling,  flying,  and  buzzing  around

your  garden,  lawn,  or  even  under  a

flowerpot!

 

In  this  book,  you’ll  meet  30  incredible

backyard  bugs,  from  the  bright  red

ladybug  and  its  helpful  appetite  for

garden  pests,  to  the  busy  honeybee,

which helps flowers grow. Each bug has

its  own  role  in  nature,  and  by  learning

about  them,  you’ll  start  to  see  your

backyard  as  a  bustling  kingdom  full  of

life and mystery.

The  pages  are  filled  with  colorful,

detailed  illustrations  to  help  you

identify  each  bug,  along  with  fun  facts

that  explain  where  they  live,  what  they

eat,  and  how  they  survive.  Whether

you're a curious kid, a budding scientist,

or just someone who loves the outdoors,

this book is made for you.

 

So  grab  your  magnifying  glass,  step

outside,  and  get  ready  to  explore.

There's  a  whole  kingdom  waiting  for

you—right in your own backyard!




Ladybug

Scientific Name: Coccinellidae

Commonly Found: On leaves, flowers, and garden plants Diet: Aphids, mites, and other small insects Fun Fact: A single ladybug can eat up to 5,000 aphids in its 

lifetime!

 

Ladybugs are tiny beetles with bright red or orange shells  covered  in  black  spots.  They  are  one  of  the most beloved bugs in the backyard because of their colorful  appearance  and  their  helpful  habits. Gardeners  love  ladybugs  because  they  feast  on plant  pests  like  aphids,  protecting  flowers  and vegetables from damage.

 

Despite their small size, ladybugs are tough! When they  feel  threatened,  they  can  release  a  smelly yellow  liquid  to  scare  away  predators.  During  the colder  months,  ladybugs  often  huddle  together  in large groups to stay warm. So if you see a little red beetle  resting  on  a  leaf,  say  hello—it’s  a hardworking hero in your backyard!
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Ladybug Ant

 

Scientific Name: Formicidae

Commonly Found: On the ground, under rocks, in soil, and along 

trails

Diet: Sugars, proteins, seeds, and small insects Fun Fact: Ants can carry objects 10 to 50 times their own body 

weight!

Ants are some of the busiest bugs you’ll find in your backyard.  These  tiny  insects  live  in  large  colonies with  thousands—even  millions—of  members,  each with a special job. Worker ants gather food, soldier ants defend the nest, and the queen ant lays all the eggs.  You  might  spot  ants  marching  in  a  line— they’re following a scent trail left by other ants!

 

Ants  are  amazing  team  players.  They  build underground  tunnels,  work  together  to  move  food, and  even  protect  their  home  from  danger.  Some ants  farm  tiny  insects  called  aphids  for  their  sweet honeydew,  while  others  build  floating  rafts  during floods!  Keep  an  eye  out—you’re  almost  guaranteed to find a few ants hard at work in your yard.
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Ants Grasshopper

 

Scientific Name: Caelifera

Commonly Found: In tall grass, gardens, and open fields Diet: Leaves, grass, and other plants

Fun Fact: Grasshoppers can leap up to 20 times their own body 

length!

 

Grasshoppers  are  expert  jumpers  with  powerful hind legs that help them spring through tall grass in a  flash.  These  plant-eating  insects  come  in  many shades  of  green  and  brown,  helping  them  blend into their surroundings to avoid predators. You can often  hear  their  raspy  “chirps”  on  warm  summer days,  which  they  make  by  rubbing  their  legs  or wings together.

 

Grasshoppers  are  important  members  of  the backyard  ecosystem.  They  help  break  down  plants and  are  a  food  source  for  birds,  frogs,  and  spiders. Some species even have colorful wings they flash to surprise enemies before hopping away. Keep an eye on a sunny patch of grass—you might just spot one taking a mighty leap!
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Grasshopper Housefly

Scientific Name: Musca domestica

Commonly Found: Around trash, food, compost, and open 

windows

Diet: Rotting food, animal waste, and sugary substances Fun Fact: A housefly can flap its wings about 200 times per 

second!

Houseflies are one of the most common bugs you’ll see  buzzing  around  your  backyard,  especially  near food  or  garbage.  With  their  large  red  eyes,  clear wings,  and  grayish  bodies,  they’re  easy  to  spot. Even  though  they  seem  annoying,  houseflies  are fascinating—they taste with their feet and can fly at speeds up to 5 miles per hour!

 

While  they  play  a  small  role  in  breaking  down waste,  houseflies  are  also  known  for  spreading germs,  which  is  why  it's  important  to  cover  food and  clean  up  messes.  They  don’t  bite,  but  they’re super  quick  and  hard  to  catch!  Try  watching  one land  and  clean  its  face—you’ll  see  just  how  busy and curious these little insects are.
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Housefly Mosquito

 

Scientific Name: Culicidae

Commonly Found: Near still water, tall grass, and shaded areas Diet: Nectar (males); blood and nectar (females) Fun Fact: Only female mosquitoes bite, and they do it to get 

protein for their eggs!

 

Mosquitoes  are  tiny  flying  insects  with  slender bodies,  long  legs,  and  a  long  mouthpart  called  a proboscis.  You’ll  often  find  them  in  the  backyard during  warm  weather,  especially  near  standing water  like  puddles  or  birdbaths.  That’s  because mosquitoes lay their eggs in water, and even a small amount is enough for hundreds of baby mosquitoes!

 

Although  they’re  known  for  their  itchy  bites, mosquitoes  are  more  than  just  backyard  pests. They play a role in the food chain by serving as food for birds, bats, and frogs. Males feed only on nectar, while females need a little blood to help their eggs grow.  Wearing  long  sleeves  or  using  bug  spray  can help  keep  them  away  while  you  explore  the backyard!
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Mosquito Bee

Scientific Name: Apidae (includes honeybees, bumblebees, and 

others)

Commonly Found: Around flowers, gardens, and meadows Diet: Nectar and pollen

Fun Fact: Bees communicate by dancing! A waggle dance tells 

others where to find flowers.

Bees  are  fuzzy,  buzzing  insects  that  are  super important  to  your  backyard  and  the  entire  planet. As  they  fly  from  flower  to  flower  collecting  nectar and  pollen,  they  help  plants  grow  fruits  and  seeds through a process called pollination. Without bees, many of the foods we eat—like apples, berries, and cucumbers—wouldn’t grow as well!

 

In your backyard, you might spot a honeybee flying in  and  out  of  a  flower  patch  or  a  big  bumblebee gently hovering near blossoms. While they can sting if  they  feel  threatened,  bees  are  usually  gentle  and just  want  to  get  their  work  done.  Watching  a  bee gather  pollen  is  like  seeing  a  tiny  gardener  in action!
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Bee Butterfly

Scientific Name: Lepidoptera

Commonly Found: Near flowers, gardens, meadows, and sunny 

spots

Diet: Nectar from flowers

Fun Fact: Butterflies taste with their feet!

 

Butterflies  are  some  of  the  most  colorful  and graceful  visitors  to  any  backyard.  With  their  large, patterned  wings  and  fluttery  flight,  they’re  easy  to spot  on  warm,  sunny  days.  Butterflies  love  to  visit flowers  to  drink  sweet  nectar  through  their  long, straw-like tongues. They’re also pollinators, helping plants grow and spread.

 

Each    butterfly    goes    through    a    magical transformation  called  metamorphosis—starting  as an  egg,  hatching  into  a  caterpillar,  forming  a chrysalis,  and  finally  emerging  with  wings. Watching  a  butterfly  float  from  flower  to  flower  is like  seeing  nature’s  art  come  to  life.  If  you  plant flowers  like  milkweed  or  zinnias,  you  might  just invite them to visit your yard!
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Butterfly Moth

 

Scientific Name: Lepidoptera (closely related to butterflies) Commonly Found: Near lights at night, in gardens, around trees 

and bushes

Diet: Nectar, fruit, and plant materials (some larvae eat fabric or 

grain)

Fun Fact: Moths are excellent night fliers and can detect scents 

from miles away!

Moths  are  close  cousins  of  butterflies,  but  they’re usually more active at night. While many moths are brown  or  gray  for  camouflage,  some  species  have beautiful  colors  and  patterns  too.  You’ll  often  see them  fluttering  near  porch  lights  in  the  evening  or resting with their wings spread flat against a wall or tree trunk.

 

Though  less  showy  than  butterflies,  moths  play important  roles  in  the  backyard.  They  help pollinate night-blooming flowers and are a key food source for bats and birds. Moth caterpillars (like the fuzzy woolly bear) are fun to spot crawling through the grass. If you stay up after dark, you might catch a glimpse of these nighttime visitors!
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Moth Cricket

 

Scientific Name: Gryllidae

Commonly Found: In grass, under logs, near rocks, and around 

gardens

Diet: Plants, fungi, and sometimes small insects Fun Fact: Male crickets chirp by rubbing their wings together to 

attract mates!

 

Crickets are hopping insects known for the cheerful chirping sounds they make on warm evenings. With long antennae, strong back legs, and a sleek brown or  black  body,  they  blend  in  well  with  grass  and soil. Most of the chirping you hear comes from male crickets  trying  to  impress  a  female  or  mark  their territory.

 

These  nighttime  musicians  play  an  important  part in  the  backyard  ecosystem.  Crickets  help  break down dead plants and even serve as food for frogs, birds,  and  spiders.  If  you  turn  over  a  rock  or  peek into a shady spot, you might find one leaping away with a soft chirp! They're a fun reminder that even tiny creatures can make big sounds.
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Cricket Dragonfly

 

Scientific Name: Anisoptera

Commonly Found: Near ponds, streams, wetlands, and sunny 

gardens

Diet: Mosquitoes, flies, gnats, and other small insects Fun Fact: Dragonflies can fly in all directions—even backward!

 

Dragonflies are fast, skillful fliers with long, slender bodies  and  two  pairs  of  transparent  wings  that shimmer  in  the  sunlight.  You’ll  often  see  them zipping  through  the  air  near  water  or  resting  on  a twig in a sunny backyard. Their big eyes help them spot  tiny  insects  to  catch  in  mid-air,  making  them excellent mosquito hunters.

 

Dragonflies  start  their  lives  underwater  as  nymphs before  climbing  out  and  transforming  into  the winged  adults  we  recognize.  They're  not  just beautiful—they’re  also  helpful  in  keeping  pest insects under control. If you see one darting around your  yard,  enjoy  the  show—it’s  nature’s  little helicopter hard at work!
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Dragonfly Damselfly

Scientific Name: Zygoptera

Commonly Found: Near ponds, streams, and moist garden areas Diet: Small flying insects like mosquitoes and gnats Fun Fact: Damselflies can fold their wings along their body when 

resting—unlike dragonflies!

 

Damselflies  are  delicate,  slender  insects  that  often sparkle in shades of blue, green, or even red. With large  eyes  and  narrow  wings,  they  look  similar  to dragonflies  but  are  smaller  and  more  graceful  in flight. You’ll often spot them flitting near still water or  gently  resting  on  leaves  and  stems  in  quiet backyard corners.

 

Just like dragonflies, damselflies are helpful hunters that  feed  on  tiny,  flying  insects.  They  begin  life underwater  and  later  emerge  into  the  air  as  agile flyers. Because they’re so sensitive to water quality, seeing  damselflies  in  your  backyard  is  a  good  sign of a healthy environment! Keep your eyes peeled— they often blend in beautifully with nature.
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Damselfly Caterpillar

 

Scientific Name: Varies by species (e.g., Danaus plexippus for 

Monarch)

Commonly Found: On leaves, plants, and garden shrubs Diet: Leaves of host plants like milkweed, cabbage, and lettuce Fun Fact: A caterpillar can eat up to 27,000 times its body weight 

during its life!

Caterpillars  are  the  larval  stage  of  butterflies  and moths.  These  soft,  chubby  bugs  have  long, segmented  bodies  and  many  tiny  legs  that  help them  crawl  along  leaves  and  stems.  Their  colors and patterns can be bright and bold or camouflaged to  blend  in  with  plants,  protecting  them  from predators.

 

You’ll  often  find  caterpillars  in  gardens  or  on  leafy plants,  munching  away  almost  constantly.  As  they grow,  they  shed  their  skin  several  times  before finally  spinning  a  chrysalis  or  cocoon.  Watching  a caterpillar  transform  into  a  butterfly  is  one  of nature’s  most  amazing  sights—right  in  your  own backyard!
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Caterpillar Wasp

Scientific Name: Vespidae (family)

Commonly Found: Around gardens, eaves, and wooden structures Diet: Nectar, fruit, and other insects

Fun Fact: Wasps help control garden pests by hunting insects like 

caterpillars and flies!

 

Wasps  are  slender,  fast-flying  insects  with  narrow waists and pointed abdomens. They come in many shapes  and  colors,  but  most  are  black  and  yellow. Unlike bees, wasps can sting multiple times, so it’s best  to  observe  them  from  a  safe  distance.  Many wasps  build  papery  nests  under  eaves,  tree branches, or even underground.

 

In  the  backyard,  wasps  play  an  important  role  as both  pollinators  and  pest  controllers.  They  hunt other  bugs  to  feed  their  young,  helping  to  keep populations  of  harmful  insects  in  check.  Though sometimes  feared,  most  wasps  won’t  sting  unless provoked,  and  they’re  actually  helpful  guests  in  a healthy backyard ecosystem.
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Wasp Beetle

Scientific Name: Coleoptera (order)

Commonly Found: Under logs, in soil, on plants, and around 

lights at night

Diet: Depends on species—some eat plants, others eat decaying 

matter or other insects

Fun Fact: Beetles make up the largest group of insects in the 

world, with over 350,000 species!

Beetles  are  hard-shelled  insects  with  two  pairs  of wings—the  top  pair  forming  a
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