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  Introduction

One afternoon at our local dog park, a teacher and performance pianist mentioned that she was interviewing for a new job for the fall and was nervous about the upcoming interview. I asked Estis her birth information and the time and date of the interview and entered the information into an astrology app on my phone.

By placing the transits for the date of the interview into a bi-wheel around her birth chart, I could see which of her natal planets were being triggered by the transits. On the date of the interview, Jupiter—the planet that symbolizes luck, expansion, higher education, publishing, worldview—was forming a beneficial angle to her Midheaven, the part of the chart that represents profession and career. I told her I felt she would get the job.

A few days later, I ran into her again at the dog park and she said she’d been asked back for a second interview. I did another bi-wheel for the date and time of the second interview. These transits also looked promising. Jupiter would still be forming a powerful angle to her Midheaven and Mercury, the planet of communication, would be forming a beneficial angle to her sun sign and wouldn’t be retrograde. Also, just as importantly, the second interview would occur during a new moon, a time when new opportunities are ushered into our lives.

“The job is yours already,” I told her.

Sure enough, a week later, she texted me that she’d gotten the job.

Transits—the daily motion of the planets—impact our lives according to the nature of the planets, the angles they form to each other and to our natal planets. For the purpose of this book, we’ll be dealing with the signs and placements of the planets in respect to your sun sign, the angles these planets make to your sun sign, and will be looking at the new and full moons each month and how they are likely to affect you. Retrograde planets are also taken into account.

When a planet is retrograde, it appears to be moving backward and enters a kind of dormancy so that its energy doesn’t function at full capacity. The sun and the moon are the only planets that never turn retrograde and Mercury turns retrograde the most often—three times a year, for about three weeks a pop. During this time, communication and travel are likely to encounter snafus, it’s wise not to sign contracts, or buy electronics or cars because, in all likelihood, you’ll end up returning them. It isn’t time to launch projects. The common wisdom for a Mercury retrograde it to revise, review, and revisit.

One of the curious attributes of a Mercury retro is that old friends, formers lovers and spouses sometimes resurface in our lives. If you travel during a Mercury retro, then you may return to the location at a future date.

In the monthly roundup sections, you’ll find references to the days when Mercury and other planets turn retrograde and go direct and what it may mean for you. I’ve also included references to the new and full moons each month as well as the solar and lunar eclipses.

A Mercury Retrograde Story

On November 7, 2000, Mercury had been retrograde since mid-October—first in Scorpio, then it slipped back into Libra and at 9:20 p.m., it turned direct in that sign. When Mercury stations—which means it’s about to turn retrograde or direct—the potential for miscommunication is strong. But for that date, the station caused bedlam because it was election day in the U.S.

Astrologers were predicting chaos and, sure enough, at 7:49 p.m., NBC decided they had enough data from exit polls in Florida and Tom Brokaw called the state for Al Gore. With Florida’s 25 electoral votes, it meant he had won the election.

However, shortly after 10 p.m.—less than an hour after Mercury had turned direct—Brokaw backtracked and said that George W. Bush had won the state and the election. We all know what ensued after that—the endless dispute over the chads on Palm Beach County’s ballot and the eventual decision by the Supreme Court that Bush was the 43rd president of the U.S.

So be forewarned! Pay attention to the dates for this year’s Mercury retrogrades.

Some Astrological Basics

The Sun Signs

Your sun sign is the primary archetype that describes who you are. You probably already know whether you’re an Aries or a Taurus, a Gemini or a Cancer, but here’s a chart that spells out the dates and the archetypal theme for your sign:


    
      	
        Aries

      

      	
        [image: ]

      

      	
        March 21 — April 19

      

      	
        Pioneer

      
    


    
      	
        Taurus

      

      	
        [image: ]

      

      	
        April 20 — May 20

      

      	
        The Pragmatist

      
    


    
      	
        Gemini
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        May 21 — June 21

      

      	
        The Communicator

      
    


    
      	
        Cancer
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        June 22 — July 22

      

      	
        The Nurturer

      
    


    
      	
        Leo
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        July 23 — August 22

      

      	
        The Actor

      
    


    
      	
        Libra
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        September 23 — October 22

      

      	
        The Harmonizer

      
    


    
      	
        Virgo
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        August 23 – September 22

      

      	
        The Perfectionist

      
    


    
      	
        Scorpio
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        October 23 — November 21

      

      	
        The Transformer

      
    


    
      	
        Sagittarius
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        November 22 — December 21

      

      	
        The Truth Seeker

      
    


    
      	
        Capricorn
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        December 22 — January 19

      

      	
        The Achiever

      
    


    
      	
        Aquarius
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        January 20 — February 18

      

      	
        The Paradigm-Buster

      
    


    
      	
        Pisces

      

      	
        [image: ]

      

      	
        February 19 — March 20

      

      	
        The Healer

      
    

  


Aries: Bold, courageous and fearless, you’re the true trailblazer, pioneer, the type who conceived the NASA space program, and who will eventually colonize other planets. Down here on planet Earth, you’ll try anything once.

Taurus: While Aries is busy pioneering and discovering new lands, you’re settling it, cultivating the land, and using your resources for practical purposes. Your stubbornness and determination keep you around for the long haul on any project or endeavor.

Gemini: After Aries and Taurus have discovered and cultivated the new land, you come in and create the communication networks. Newspapers, books, Wi-Fi. You connect people in this new land. You teach and learn new ways of doing things and communicate your knowledge to others.

Cancer: Now that the first three signs have discovered, settled, and connected everyone in this new land, you come along and tame it, civilize it. You create retreats for solitude, put down roots, and call it home. You’re the nurturer, the one who imagines what might be.

Leo: You bring drama and excitement to these new lands and communities. Your flamboyance and magnetism capture hearts—and break a few!—and you enjoy adulation and applause. Your desire to succeed extends to every area of your life.

Virgo: If Gemini doesn’t start the community newspaper, then you do. Or you write for it. Or blog for it. Your grasp of details exceeds that of any other sign and your mental agility and quickness is practically legendary. Like Gemini, you’re a deft communicator, but delve more deeply.

Libra: You’re known for your diplomacy, sense of fairness, and love of beauty in all its forms. You, like no other sign, can see both sides of an issue, can step into someone else’s shoes and see things as that person sees them. You’re an excellent strategist and seek harmony in every facet of your life.

Scorpio: Intense, passionate, intuitive, strong-willed. Where Libra brings beauty and art to this new land that Aries founded, you bring spirituality, a profound transformation, an awareness that other dimensions exist. You’re as relentless and stubborn as Taurus and are after the absolute bottom line in whatever you tackle.

Sagittarius: You’re nomadic, restless, a seeker of truth. You see the big picture and leave the details to others. You’re always outspoken, so the people around you usually know what you believe. You bring philosophy and discourse to this new land and a sense that all people have the free to live freely.

Capricorn: You’re hard-working, industrious, and disciplined. When you’re assigned a task, you do it with your eyes pinned to the ultimate goal—the top of the summit where you would like to be. Your common sense keeps this new land organized, humming along at the perfect pitch. And you nearly always succeed at whatever you set out to do.

Aquarius: You prize individuality and freedom above all else. You’re the original thinker in this new land, the eccentric, the genius who asks what if and then goes on to explore what that might mean. You’re the rebel who galvanizes the masses to bust the existing paradigm.

Pisces: Emotions and imagination—that’s how you explore your world. You’re deeply intuitive, creative, and compassionate. In this new land that Aries discovered, you may be the village psychic, the extraordinary artist or musician.

Elements & Modes

The 12 signs fall into two distinct categories: triplicities or elements and quadruplicities or modes.

The elements—fire, earth, air, and water—describe the basic energy and conscious focus of a particular sign. Do you see the world primarily through your intellect? Of do you feel and intuit your way through life? Are you an action-oriented individual? A doer? Are you someone who must make things tangible, grounded? The element of your sign is the lens through which you perceive the world. The energies of these elements are manifested through the vibrational frequencies of the modalities—cardinal, mutable, and fixed. They express the ways we use this energy. Each sign is classified by both its element and its modality.

The Elements

Fire: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius

[image: ][image: ][image: ]

Fire signs are energetic, passionate, and zip through life doing stuff. You won’t find these people sitting passively on the sidelines, waiting for others to make decisions before they act. They’re the leaders, dynamic and enthusiastic. They’re tend to be adventurous, and many of them are fearless. They’ll try just about anything once. They may lack patience and get bored easily, but the threat of boredom is what propels them forward.

Earth: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn

[image: ][image: ][image: ]

When an earth sign has an idea, he mulls it over, thinks about it, tears it apart and examines it from every conceivable angle. How can he make it practical? Useful? A fire sign, however, usually takes the idea and runs with it. Earth signs generally enjoy getting out into nature to hike, garden, farm, camp. For a fire sign, nature is something you compete against—hike faster, farther, camp deeper in the middle of nowhere. Many earth signs are excellent cooks who harvest ingredients for exotic recipes from their own gardens. They move at their own pace and can be rushed.

Air: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius

[image: ][image: ][image: ]

Air signs are mental people, communicative, and love ideas. The mind is their domain and the mind is the way they explore what they feel. They need to understand what they feel and why they feel it. Present an air sign with anything—a fact, an observation, a feeling, a flower—and he’ll ask why, what, where, when and how?

Water: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces
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Water signs feel and intuit their way through life. It’s the lens through which they see the world. When their emotions are especially powerful, they connect to something larger than themselves, to the world of imagination and myth. They are the natural psychics of the zodiac.

The Modalities

Cardinal: Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn
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Cardinal signs tend to move in a singular direction. They’re focused, intent on the goal, whatever it is. They’re initiators and often find unique ways of doing things.

Mutable: Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces
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These people are adaptable, flexible, and can camouflage themselves in any situation to fit in. They’re the networkers, communicators, the social weave in society. Sometimes, they can be too malleable, too willing to change who they are so they are accepted by others.

Fixed: Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius
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They know who they are and can’t be told otherwise. They’re stubborn, set in their opinions, and have to be convinced that someone else’s opinion is correct before the change their minds. They aren’t quitters and long after the competition has given up, they’re still in the running.

The Planets

Each planet rules a particular sign and a certain area of our lives. The inner planets—Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, and Mars—move the most swiftly. Neptune and Pluto are the snails of the zodiac. Neptune takes about fourteen years to transit a single sign and Pluto takes from twelve to thirty-one years. As a result, these two planets are considered to be generational.

Neptune has been in Pisces since April 2011, where it stayed for four months before it retrograded back into Aquarius. It returned to Pisces in February 2012 and will be there until late January 2026. Pluto entered Capricorn in 2008 and won’t enter Aquarius until late March 2023. In June of 2023 it retrogrades back into Capricorn and finally enters Aquarius again in late January 2024. Overall, these two planets have the most long-term effects on our lives, while the swifter-moving planets have the most immediate effect.

Jupiter takes twelve to thirteen months to transit a sign, Saturn takes about two and a half years, and Uranus takes roughly seven years. From the information below, you can tell at a glance what sign and the areas of life that each planet rules.

What They Rule

Sun: rules Leo, the yang principle, the father or a woman’s husband, children, occupations of power and authority, the ego and individuality.

Moon: rules Cancer, the yin principle, intuition, emotions, the mother/nurturing parent, your inner world. Changes signs every two and a half days.

Mercury: rules Gemini and Virgo, the intellect, mental quickness, verbal acuity, writing, speaking, communication, short-distance travel, left-brain, contracts, friends. Stays in a sign from 14-30 days, depending on whether it’s moving in direct motion or is retrograde.

Venus: rules Taurus and Libra, feminine energy, romance, beauty, artistic instinct, earning capacity, the arts and music, pleasure in all its forms, luxuries. Stays in a sign from four to six weeks, depending on whether it’s moving direct or retrograde.

Mars: rules Aries and co-rules Scorpio, physical energy, sexual drive, aggression, survival energy, male energy. It stays in a sign from six to eight weeks, depending on its motion.

Jupiter: rules Sagittarius, co-rules Pisces, the higher mind, foreign travel, people, and cultures, higher education, expansion, luck, growth, the abstract mind. Stays in a sign for twelve to thirteen months.

Saturn: rules Capricorn, responsibility, discipline, structure, limitations and restrictions, pragmatism. Stays in a sign for about two and a half years.

Uranus: rules Aquarius, individuality, sudden, unexpected events, genius, eccentricity, astrology, creativity, originality, inventiveness. Stays in a sign for about seven years.

Neptune: rules Pisces, the visionary self, illusions, escapism, addictions, delusions, imagination, dreams, psychic experiences, artistic inspiration, flashes of insight, and mystical tendencies and experiences. Stays in a sign for about fourteen years.

Pluto: rules Scorpio, transformation and regeneration, power and authority, the afterlife, good and evil. Stays in a sign from fourteen to thirty years.

Houses & Rising Signs

In the instant you drew your first breath, one of the signs of the zodiac was just passing over the eastern horizon, at a certain degree. Astrologers refer to this as the rising sign or ascendant. It’s what makes your horoscope unique. Think of your ascendant as the front door of your horoscope, the place where you enter into this life and begin your journey.

Your ascendant is based on the exact moment of your birth, and the other signs follow counterclockwise. If you have Taurus rising, for example, that is the cusp of your first house. The cusp of the second would be Gemini, with Cancer on the cusp of the third and so on around the horoscope circle in a counterclockwise direction. Each house governs a particular area of life, which is outlined below.

The best way to find out your rising sign is to have your horoscope drawn up by an astrologer. For those of you with access to the internet, though, you can obtain a free birth chart at www.astro.com.

In a horoscope, the Ascendant (cusp of the first house), IC (cusp of the fourth house), Descendent (cusp of the seventh house), and MC (cusp of the tenth house) are considered to the most critical angles. Any planets that fall close to these angles are extremely important in the overall astrological picture of who you are. By the same token, planets that fall in the first, fourth, seventh, and tenth houses are also considered to be important.

Here’s a rundown on what the houses mean.

Ascendant or rising: the first of four important critical angles in a horoscope


    	
      How other people see you

    


    	
      How you present yourself to the world

    


    	
      Your physical appearance

    

  

1st house, Personality


    	
      Early childhood

    


    	
      Your ego

    


    	
      Your body type and how you feel about your body

    


    	
      General physical health

    


    	
      Defense mechanisms

    


    	
      Your creative thrust

    

  

2nd house, Personal Values


    	
      How you earn and spend your money

    


    	
      Your personal values

    


    	
      Your material resources and assets

    


    	
      Your attitudes toward money

    


    	
      Your possessions and your attitude toward those possessions

    


    	
      Your self-worth

    


    	
      Your attitudes toward creativity

    

  

3rd house, Communication & Learning


    	
      Personal expression

    


    	
      Intellect and mental attitudes & perceptions

    


    	
      Siblings, neighbors, and relatives

    


    	
      How you learn

    


    	
      School until college

    


    	
      Reading, writing, teaching

    


    	
      Short trips (the grocery store versus Europe in 7 days)

    


    	
      Earth-bound transportation

    


    	
      Creativity as a communication device

    

  

IC or 4th House Cusp: the second critical angle in a horoscope


    	
      Sign on IC describes the qualities and traits of your home during early childhood

    


    	
      Describes roots of your creative abilities and talents

    

  

4th house, Your Roots


    	
      Personal environment

    


    	
      Your home

    


    	
      Your attitudes toward family

    


    	
      Early childhood conditioning

    


    	
      Real estate

    


    	
      The conditions at the end of your life

    


    	
      Early childhood support of your creativity

    


    	
      Your nurturing parent

    

  

Some astrologers say this house belongs to Mom or her equivalent in your life, others say it belongs to Dad or his equivalent. It makes sense to me that it’s Mom because the fourth house is ruled by the Moon, which rules mothers. But in this day and age, when parental roles are in flux, the only hard and fast rule is that the fourth belongs to the parents who nurtures you most of the time.

5th house, Children and Creativity


    	
      Kids, your first-born in particular

    


    	
      Love affairs

    


    	
      What you enjoy

    


    	
      Gambling and speculation

    


    	
      Creative ability

    


    	
      Pets

    

  

Traditionally, pets belong in the sixth house. But that definition stems from the days when “pets” were chattel. These days, we don’t even refer to them as pets. They are animal companions who bring us pleasure.

6th house, Work & Responsibility


    	
      Day to day working conditions and environment

    


    	
      Competence and skills

    


    	
      Your experience of employees and employers

    


    	
      Duty—to work, to employees

    


    	
      Health

    


    	
      Daily work approach to creativity

    


    	
      Descendant/7th house Cusp: the third critical angle in a horoscope

    


    	
      The sign on the house cusp describes the qualities sought in intimate or business relationships

    


    	
      Describes qualities of creative partnerships

    

  

7th house, Partnerships and Marriage


    	
      Marriage

    


    	
      Marriage partner

    


    	
      Significant others

    


    	
      Business partnerships

    


    	
      Close friends

    


    	
      Open enemies

    


    	
      Contracts

    

  

8th House: Transformation


    	
      Sexuality as transformation

    


    	
      Secrets

    


    	
      Death, taxes, inheritances

    


    	
      Resources shared with others

    


    	
      Your partner’s finances

    


    	
      The occult (read: astrology, reincarnation, UFOs, everything weird and strange)

    


    	
      Your hidden talents

    


    	
      Psychology

    


    	
      Life-threatening illnesses

    


    	
      Your creative depths

    

  

9th house, Worldview


    	
      Philosophy and religion

    


    	
      The law, courts, judicial system

    


    	
      Publishing

    


    	
      Foreign travels and cultures

    


    	
      College, graduate school

    


    	
      Spiritual beliefs

    

  

MC or Cusp of 10th house: the fourth critical angle in a horoscope


    	
      Sign on cusp of MC describes qualities you seek in a profession

    


    	
      Your public image

    


    	
      Your creative and professional achievements

    

  

10th house, Profession and Career


    	
      Public image as opposed to a job that merely pays the bills (sixth house)

    


    	
      Your status and position in the world

    


    	
      The authoritarian parent and authority in general

    


    	
      People who hold power over you

    


    	
      Your public life

    


    	
      Your career/profession

    

  

11th house, Ideals & Dreams


    	
      Peer groups

    


    	
      Social circles (your writers’ group, your mother’s bridge club)

    


    	
      Your dreams and aspirations

    


    	
      How you can realize your creative dreams

    

  

12th house, Personal Unconscious


    	
      Power you have disowned that must be claimed again

    


    	
      Institutions—hospitals, prisons, nursing homes, what is hidden

    


    	
      What you must confront this time around, your karma, issues brought in from other lives

    


    	
      Psychic gifts and abilities

    


    	
      Healing talents

    


    	
      What you give unconditionally

    

  

In the monthly predictions, you’ll find references to transiting planets moving into certain areas or houses of your chart. These houses are actually solar houses that are created by putting your sun sign on the ascendant. This technique is how most predictions are made for the general public rather than for specific individuals. To find out where your transits are actually occurring, have your natal chart handy. You can obtain a free copy at http://alabe.com/freechart. If you don’t know your time of birth, use noon. The chart won’t be as accurate, but you will be able to see the placements of all the planets except the moon.


  Introduction to 2018

Welcome to 2018!

In each monthly roundup, you’ll find information about astrological activity pertinent to each month and what it may mean for you—when planets change signs, turn retrograde, make challenging or beneficial angles to other planets, eclipses, new and full moons, retrogrades. All of this information is intended to help you successfully navigate each month.

For a handy reference, I’ve included lists on the new and full moon dates and the dates of the Mercury retrogrades this year. The eclipses are also noted. Most years have two solar and two lunar eclipses. 2018 has three solar eclipses but none will be as stunning as the total solar eclipse of 2017!

List of New and Full Moons for 2018

New Moons 2018

January 16 — Capricorn

February 15 — Aquarius — solar eclipse

March 17 — Pisces

April 15 — Aries

May 15 — Taurus

June 13 — Gemini

July 12 — Cancer — solar eclipse

August 11 — Leo- solar eclipse

September 9 — Virgo

October 8 — Libra

November 7 — Scorpio

December 7 — Sagittarius

Full Moons 2018

January 1 — Cancer

January 31 — Leo — total lunar eclipse

March 1 — Virgo

March 31 — Libra

April 29 — Scorpio

May 29 — Sagittarius

June 28 — Capricorn

July 27 — Aquarius — total lunar eclipse

August 26 — Pisces

September 24 — Aries

October 24 — Taurus

November 23 — Gemini

December 22 — Cancer

New moons, when the sun and moon are in the same sign, usher in new opportunities. They mark the beginning of a fresh cycle and are great for setting goals, launching projects, starting anything. If you’re trying to manifest something, then the new moon is the time to set your intentions, visualize, and back your intentions with powerful emotions. This is when creative seeds are planted.

Full moons, when the moon and sun are opposite each other, are times of culmination, harvest, completion. It’s a good time to complete what you began under the new moon. Emotions that have been buried often roar to the surface. Issues in a relationship sometimes must be confronted. Emergency rooms are often inundated. You get the idea here. Full moon lunacy!

These moons are calculated for Eastern time.

Eclipses

A solar eclipse occurs when the moon comes between the earth and the sun. It happens only with a new moon, when the sun and moon are conjunct—in the same sign. If a solar eclipse is visible where you live, then the day turns from bright to partial or full darkness, depending on whether the eclipse is partial or total. If it’s a total eclipse, the black disk you see is actually the moon and the aura of light around it—the corona—is light from the sun.

A lunar eclipse occurs when the earth moves between the sun and the moon, cutting off the sun’s light to the moon. Usually, there are two lunar and two solar eclipses each year, and they happen two weeks apart.

Astrologically, solar eclipses are the most powerful of the two types and the degree of the power is determined by the amount of light that’s cut off. A solar eclipse is like a double new moon—double the new opportunities—and usually involves external events. A lunar eclipse triggers inner needs and concerns and we tend to feel things very deeply. Depending on how sensitive you are to eclipses, the effects can be felt for several months on either side of the eclipse date.

Solar eclipses are often followed by powerful events in the outer world and this was certainly true for the total solar eclipse of August 21, 2017. Four days later, on August 25, Hurricane Harvey made landfall on the Texas coast as a category 4 storm. On August 30, Hurricane Irma formed off the coast of Africa and rapidly intensified into a category 5 storm with maximum sustained winds of 185 m.p.h. It devastated islands in the Caribbean before slamming into Marco Island, on Florida’s west coast, on September 10. Ten days later, Hurricane Maria, a category 5 storm with winds of 155 m.ph., struck Puerto Rico and destroyed the island. On September 8, an 8.1 earthquake occurred off the southern Pacific coast of Mexico and less than two weeks later, on September 19, a 7.1 quake struck Mexico City.

On August 18, MSNBC’s Chuck Todd did a segment on the upcoming eclipse by starting with his obsession for the day. “It’s fake news, the kind millions of people follow every day. It’s called astrology.” He then went on to talk about astrologers point out that President Trump was born during a lunar eclipse, which should make him more vulnerable to eclipses in general. “Got that?” Chuck says, barely able to contain his derision. “So with that in mind, consider the following, hmm, predictions.”

He then follows this with various predictions. The most interesting one? “Item. Throw in the planet Uranus and, astrologers agree, you have the makings of a calamitous event.” He ended the segment by waving his fingers and murmuring, “Woo-woo!”

A week after that segment, Hurricane Harvey hit Texas. In 2018, the eclipses fall in Cancer and on the Aquarius/Leo axis, so those signs will feel them the most. As a general guideline, it’s best not to make major decisions near or on the day of an eclipse. The energy of eclipses is sometimes extreme and it’s best to let things settle down first. That said, though, the purpose of eclipses is to clear out the old to make way for the new. And that’s done from the inside out!

Mercury Retrograde

Mercury turns retrograde—that is, it appears to move backward relative to the earth—three times a year and the retro period lasts for about three weeks.

During this time, miscommunication is often rampant, appliances and electronics break down, it’s wise not to launch any new projects or to sign contracts, since Mercury rules contracts. Mercury also rules moving parts, so it’s smart not to buy a car or electronics during these periods. Travel can be iffy—plans go south quickly, itineraries change without warning. Everything moves more slowly. By following the guidelines above, you can mitigate some of the effects of these retrograde. Also, it’s best to revise, review, and reconsider, what I call the rule of the three Rs, rather than start anything new. If you’re a writer, don’t submit manuscripts during the retro.

The Mercury retrograde periods are noted in the monthly predictions, but here’s a quick reference:

Mercury Retrogrades in 2018

March 22 — April 15, Aries

July 26 — August 19, Leo

November 16 — December 6, Sagittarius

The only planets that don’t turn retrograde are the sun and the moon. In the monthly roundups, you’ll find references to when the other planets turn retro and what it may mean for you.

A Mercury Retrograde Story

Read through the Mercury retrograde story in the introduction. It illustrates how the trickster planet can create utter chaos on a national scale. On a personal level, it can create confusion and occasional bedlam.

Between May 18, 2015 and June 11, 2015, Mercury was retrograde in Gemini, my sign. On the 19th, the day after the retrograde started, I noticed that our washing machine wasn’t working correctly. Although it filled with water, it didn’t swish the clothes around and wouldn’t go into the spin cycle. So, we called an appliance repair shop and a guy showed up that afternoon. The verdict? The machine’s motherboard was shot. “Replacing the motherboard is going to cost you as much as a new machine.”

Uh-oh, I thought. Did I really want to order an appliance during a Mercury retrograde? The bottom line was that we needed a washer, so yes. My husband and I went online, found that Lowe’s had the best prices, so we ordered a new washing machine. But when the confirmation email came through, we saw we had ordered a dryer, not a washing machine!

I got on the phone with Lowe’s customer service, explained the confusion, and changed the order. On the day before the machine was supposed to be delivered, Lowe’s delivery serviced called and left an automated message on the answering machine.

“Your dryer will be delivered tomorrow between noon and four p.m.”

I called them and explained it was supposed to be a washing machine and was told that it would be another week before it could be delivered. It was eventually delivered and works fine, but drove home the point that if you buy a large ticket item during a retrograde, it’s important to double check the details!

Two days after this experience, my sister, Mary, texted me. Mercury must be retrograde, you won’t believe what just happened to me. She was taking care of her son’s dogs while he and his wife were in Europe and had locked herself out of the house. She ended up having to call a locksmith to get into the house and it cost her nearly three hundred bucks.

So in the monthly roundups when you see that a Mercury retro is coming up, prepare for it by scheduling travel and important events on either side of the dates. Be ready to pay closer attention to details.

With Uranus continuing its movement through your sign, Aries, life is still unpredictable! 2018 is a year for playing your hunches and going with the flow.


  Aries 2018

[image: ]

Since Mars rules your sign, pay close attention to what it’s doing each month, which angles it makes to other planets and vice-versa. This year, Mars turns retrograde on June 26 in Aquarius, slips back into Capricorn and turns direct in that sign on August 27. In the June roundup, you’ll find out how this retrograde may affect you. As a result of the retrograde, Mars transits only three other signs this year—Sagittarius, Capricorn, and Pisces.

The monthly roundups also include information on the retrogrades of other planets, aspects transiting planets make to your sun sign, eclipses, and the new and full moon activity.

January 2018

Career & a Bit of Drama

Welcome to 2018! The best news is that the year doesn’t begin with Mercury retrograde, as 2017 did. For the first eleven days of the month, Mercury is in fellow fire sign Sagittarius, a great spot for you. In fact, you may be on the road, embroiled in an adventure or conducting some sort of research related to your work or to a particular passion you have.

You’ll want to be back in town by the 11th, though, when Mercury enters Capricorn and the career area of your chart, where it will be until the 31st. During this period, you’re all about setting professional goals and laying down a strategy for achieving them. You’re ambitious and focused.

Between January 31 and February 18, Mercury moves through Aquarius, an air sign compatible with your sun sign. The 31st could be somewhat tense due to a lunar eclipse in Leo, which may trigger some intense feelings about a romantic relationship or a creative endeavor. While Mercury is in Aquarius you may be spending more time socializing and hanging out with friends. You’re brimming with ideas, so be sure to jot them down. They’ll come in handy later.

Your ruler, Mars, starts the year in Scorpio and that means you may be more secretive than usual about something you’re doing or involved in. Your resolve is impressive and your uncharacteristic patience during this transit enables you to stick with anything you start. On the 26th, Mars enters Sagittarius and you become the forward thinker, the one who sees the bigger picture. Leave it to someone else to connect the dots!

The 16th features a new moon in Capricorn. This one should usher in new career opportunities—a promotion, raise, new responsibilities, perhaps even a career change.

On the 17th, lovely Venus enters Aquarius, where it will be until February 10, and suddenly, your social life ramps up big time. Balance is the key here, Aries. Pick and choose your social invitations carefully. You may meet a romantic interest through friends or through an organization to which you belong. Mercury joins Venus on the 31st and as long as these two travel together—until February 10—your conscious thoughts are very much on romance, creativity, money.

Also on the 31st, as mentioned earlier, there’s a lunar eclipse in Leo. There could be some drama with this one!

At a Glance

January 1 — full moon in Cancer

January 11 — Mercury enters Capricorn

January 16 — new moon in Capricorn

January 17 — Venus enters Aquarius

January 26 — Mars enters Sagittarius

January 31 — Mercury enters Aquarius, lunar eclipse in Leo

February 2018

Ride the tide

February is actually a laid-back month astrologically—except for the solar eclipse in Aquarius on the 15th. These eclipses are like double new moons and bring double the new opportunities. But often, with a solar eclipse, you also have to give up something. Uranus forms a fairly close conjunction to the eclipse degree, suggesting that new opportunities surface suddenly and unexpectedly. You may have an opportunity, for instance, to work with a terrific team of bright individuals on a particular project or endeavor. Or maybe you’re hired by a startup social media company. However the specifics unfold, there’s a dynamic quality on the day of and the days leading up to this eclipse.

On the 10th, Venus enters Pisces, and the area of your chart that rules the personal unconscious. Until March 6, you have greater access to your own psyche. Your dreams may provide insights and information and you might even experience out of body travel. Your imagination and intuition are particularly strong. If a romantic relationship begins during this transit, you may keep it under wraps for some reason. But once Venus enters your sign in March, it will all be out in the open.

On the 18th, Mercury joins Venus in Pisces and























































































































































OEBPS/Images/image10.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image37.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image70.jpg





OEBPS/Images/CoverDesign.jpg
CO-AUTHOR OF SYDNEY OMARR'S ASTROLOGICAL GUIDES





OEBPS/Images/image35.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image29.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image43.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image47.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image17.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image42.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image55.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image48.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image72.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image41.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image54.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image0.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image19.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image49.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image36.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image9.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image71.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image23.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image15.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image57.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image31.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image65.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image13.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image25.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image56.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image21.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image30.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image73.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image64.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image63.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image75.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/image62.jpg





