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      Welcome to the September issue of Horror Monthly (No more “Horror Bulletin”). This issue covers our reviews and updates from the past month.

      

      It’s our biggest issue yet!

      NEWS AND UPDATES

      We changed our format about halfway through July, so that wasn’t fully realized yet in the previous issue. We’ve completed all of August under our new format, and now you can see more of what we had planned—lots more stuff!

      We hit the 2024 films hard this month, but we also had some older films. We caught up on all the movies based on Clive Barker stories, at least the ones we didn’t already cover in previous issues. Mostly, though, we focused on getting caught up with some newish movies.

      We have also added a new section, “Monthly Exclusives.” These films aren’t in our regular, free newsletter; they are exclusives for our paid subscribers at horrorweekly.com and, of course, you guys!

      HIGHLIGHTS AND LOWLIGHTS

      Here’s what we each thought stood out this month:

      Brian liked “Humanist Vampire,” “Longlegs,” and “Tuesday.” “Lore” was a fun anthology, and “You’ll Never Find Me” was an interesting low-budget thriller. “Humane” wasn’t great, but he found himself thinking about it for days afterward, so it had some good ideas in it.

      He thought “MaXXXine” was more than a little dull and overlong; there was no one to root for, and the main character was just kinda nasty.  “In a Violent Nature” really tried hard to do something unique, and it succeeded in that but still managed not to be very good.

      “Tarot,” on the other hand, was well made, looked good, and checked all the checkboxes that a movie needs, but it was still utterly dreck.

      Of the short films, he thought “Baby Fever” and “Shiny New World” were the standouts. He also liked “The Door” and “The Jogger,” which were suitably creepy. “The Coldest Caller” and “Death Snot” were just funny.

      For the “Exclusives” this month, Brian liked the whole series of “The Prophecy,” feeling that it started strong with the first film, and then each one got successively worse, although none of them were actually bad. He does recommend the series if you think the subject interests you.
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        * * *

      

      Kevin’s three favorites of the month were the older films from Clive Barker, “Lord of Illusions” and “The Midnight Meat Train,” (which were already personal favorites), and the new movie “Longlegs.” He was pleasantly surprised by “A Quiet Place: Day One” and “Humanist Vampire Seeking Consenting Suicidal Person.” The anthology “Lore” was impressive for how consistently good it was throughout all the stories. His biggest disappointments of the month were “In A Violent Nature” and “MaXXXine,” which were okay but letdowns.

      His favorites among the short films were “The Sound,” which really clicked with him (heh), and “Shiny New World” and “The Coldest Caller,” which were very funny.

      The “Exclusive” viewing of all five of “The Prophesy” movies was fun. He’d seen only the first two, and collecting the whole set was nice. The first was the best, and as they were going downhill slightly in quality, he dreaded the 4th one, which doesn’t have Christopher Walken. He was pleased that the 4th one was quite entertaining. The 5th one is short and not so good. It would have been better, he thought, to have just merged the good parts into the fourth film for one longer movie.

      Now, let’s take a more detailed look at all these and many others…
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            2024 CURSED WATERS: CREATURE OF LAKE OKANAGAN

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Directed by Eli Watson

        	Stars: Jason Hewlett, John Kirk, Caralee Miller

        	Run Time: 1 Hour, 17 Minutes

        	Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAZabI50-ds
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      This was another well-put-together documentary exploration piece about a cryptid that may or may not exist. There is a little actual footage mixed with speculation footage, along with eyewitnesses, experts, and indigenous folks who offer their takes and theories on the creature. This was especially interesting to us because we’d never heard of this lake or creature before.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      We open with a history lesson about the American settlers and how they took what they wanted, how they wanted, not respecting nature. One man, John MacDougall, crossed the lake with some horses, and something started eating the horses– the demon of the lake. In the 1850s, the story eventually became a myth, but the lake is now a heavily populated area.

      Lake Okanagan is in Canada and is a reasonably big tourist area. There are still stories of Ogopogo, the monster of the lake. We meet the three filmmakers who are investigating the creature. There are two major cities, one on each side of the lake, connected by a bridge.

      Ogopogo is not a “dinosaur” like Nessie; it’s more of a snakelike “Chinese Dragon” style creature with big horns. The first videos of the beast were taken in 1964 by a man with a handheld camera. For the most part, Ogopogo is looked upon as harmless or at least non-aggressive. Ferries in 1926 were armed against Ogopogo, but it never attacked anyone. In 1872, Susan Allison watched her husband in a boat on the lake, and she saw it out in the waves; she was the first European to see the creature.

      One native woman explains Ogopogo is a dimension-walker, a water spirit, not a regular monster. It’s used as a tourist attraction now, heavily commercialized and non-respectful. ‘If you saw something you couldn’t explain in the water, would you tell the media? Ninety-two percent wouldn’t do it.” That’s a very specific number.

      Many describe what they saw and how the creature behaves with all the motorboat activity. We watch several blurry film-camera recordings of the monster from years ago. There is some discussion about the lakes of Canada being connected with underwater passages and the sea monsters traveling from lake to lake; many lakes are said to have monsters.

      BRIAN’S COMMENTARY

      As with previous Small Town Monsters productions, this one has excellent production values, looks good, and is nicely polished. The drum soundtrack is slightly overpowering when people are trying to talk. The filmmakers speak to various experts and locals about Ogopogo; they’re all interesting. It’s a very scenic place, and it looks like everyone had a good time making the film.

      People love their cryptids; I’m not convinced.

      KEVIN’S COMMENTARY

      This organization does good work with its cryptid explorations, and this is another well-put-together piece that flows well and is interesting. I remain especially skeptical this time around, though. It’s a beautiful area that draws many people. That lake is so heavily populated at the shores and so heavily used for fishing and recreation that it seems there should be more clear filming and evidence if there really were giant serpentine creatures living there.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            2024 GANYMEDE

          

        

      

    

    
      
        	Directed by Colby Holt, Sam Probst

        	Written by Colby Holt

        	Stars Jordan Dow, Pablo Castelblanco, Joe Chrest, Robyn Lively

        	Run Time: 1 Hour, 37 Minutes

        	Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nnnOM0BWGok
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      This was very low-key on the horror, without even a hint of it until quite a way into the movie. But it’s very well made, and does have some horror and disturbing elements. We’d both give it a thumbs up.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      We open in 1989. A man walks to the end of the dock carrying cinder blocks, ready to jump in. In the present day, a jogger stops and jumps into a pond with a fountain. He sees something scary under the water. Credits roll.

      In the morning, the young jogger wakes up next to the fountain. He goes home and has breakfast with his parents. He’s Lee Fletcher, and his parents make him stop and pray before breakfast. Sarah Beth helps around the house, and the mother, Floy, is clearly jealous of the younger woman. Both parents seem particularly strict. Lee is on the wrestling team at school.

      Kyle, the obviously-gay kid in school, tells Bree, a girlfriend, that he thinks Lee “has sad eyes.” She says Lee won’t party with them, as he’s got nothing in his life but wrestling and church. He hears that Lee has signed up for the community trash-cleaning group (his dad makes him do it), so he signs up as well to meet Lee.

      Lee and Kyle talk as they pick up trash about what they have in common. They’re getting along fine until a couple of homophobes from school drive up to call Kyle names; Lee punches Justin the loudmouth. Afterward, Kyle apologizes for being there. Lee is confused as he jogs home. When his parents hear that he spent the afternoon with Kyle, Floy gets upset. “You show that boy kindness, and he will twist it.” Kyle tells his mother the story, and she’s not so negative about it, but Lee’s father is the county commissioner, so they need to be careful.

      We cut to Lee’s family’s church, and they’re a bit extreme. Lee daydreams about what he saw under the water in the pond. Pastor Royer goes on and on about genders and all things that are ruining today’s youth; Lee hallucinates ripping the skin off his arm. When he goes home, Lee sees someone in his closet, but when he looks, there’s no one there.

      Kyle tells Bree that he’s sure that Justin is secretly gay himself. He’s not sure if Lee realizes that he is as well. Kyle’s gaydar is working overtime, and Bree is skeptical. As Lee’s mother rants about “what Kyle is,” Lee sees a monster crawling around behind her. Lee goes to his room and chants, “I am a straight heterosexual,” over and over to himself. Later, he hallucinates blood in the sink.

      Lee looks up “Psychosis” in the library the next day, but he can’t get through it because Bree keeps flirting with him; it’s a “test” to see if he’s gay. She reports to Kyle later, but he’s not appreciative. Ms. Kimpton at school suspects that there’s something going on between Kyle and Lee. She tells Kyle to be very careful with that.

      Lee plays an old audio tape left by his uncle Neal, who was also openly gay. That was who committed suicide in the pre-credit sequence. The tape is hidden in his parents’ bedroom, and he’s not supposed to know about it.

      Lee’s father has all the church and political people over for dinner, but Kyle shows up outside Lee’s window. Lee meets him at the back door and lets him inside.  Lee admits that he’s been “having reprobate thoughts” about Kyle. Lee clearly knows he has a crush on Kyle, and he says as much. They start kissing, and Lee imagines Kyle turning into a monster and starts screaming, which brings his parents into the room. That goes badly.

      Pastor Royer has words for Lee after the party. Royer says, “Ganymede is an unrepentant homosexual. They’re demonic disturbances.” His father asks if that can be inherited, and his mother gets really upset. Floy’s brother killed himself in that pond, and she says, “We can fix this. It’s not real. No one can find out.” She doesn’t want all that to start again. She gets so hysterical that even Lee’s father wants to end the conversation. Royer says God won’t let Lee live long like this.

      Royer wants to “help” Lee with his affliction and admits that he, himself, recovered from the disease. Royer says homosexuals aren't real demons, and Ganymedes put those thoughts into peoples’ heads. Royer then tells Lee his own story and then suggests shock therapy. The pastor just happens to have an antique shock therapy machine at home, which he uses, along with prayer, ono Lee.

      The next day at school, Lee is like a zombie, but he’s still thinking about Kyle. It’s all very nice until someone attacks him in his daydream. He talks to the guidance counselor, and it’s all very awkward.

      At the wrestling match, Kyle comes to watch as he’s waiting for Lee to come to his senses. Lee sees his opponent as a real demon and starts screaming again in front of everyone. Later, Lee’s father breaks down and cries; he blames his wife. “We had a deformed child!”

      Lee, however, continues to fantasize and dream about Kyle as the demons sneak into his room and cause trouble. In the middle of the night, he goes to the restrooms where he hears that gay people hang out. Justin, the guy he punched in the nose, is there and kisses him before getting punched again. The next morning, he goes back for more shock treatments, much more excessive this time, and he goes into convulsions.

      Kyle and Justin talk the next day, and Justin is less interested in hiding things. Lee’s parents argue about Floy’s photos and tapes of her dead brother. He wants that stuff out of the house. She sees rotting Neal there, and they have a talk about his death and whether or not Lee can change. She soon catches her husband banging the maid.

      It’s Kyle’s musical number in the school auditorium, and his mother is in the audience. He plays the xylophone and keyboard mixed with computer sound effects. Lee watches from the door and listens to his inner demons. He ends up screaming again.

      The two guys argue about who they both really are. “You’re going to do this to me; you’re a Ganymede, an unrepentant homosexual.” Kyle’s never heard the term before, but he doesn’t argue. Lee runs away, and Kyle chases him.

      Lee’s mother, upset about her husband, picks up a big knife and goes for a walk.

      Lee goes to the church alone and puts on the shock treatment headset. Kyle breaks in, but the convulsions won’t stop, so he calls his mother for help. Lee fights his demon and realizes that the demon is himself. Pastor Royer comes in and beats up Kyle until Lee’s mother stabs him in the back. Both mothers take care of their boys until the police and ambulance arrive.

      Lee’s mother apologizes to Kyle’s mother, and they all go to the hospital. When Lee’s father arrives, he sees the situation and leaves.

      We fast forward a while, and everything is different now, mostly happy for everyone.

      BRIAN’S COMMENTARY

      I’ve never heard the term “Ganymede” used like this before, but it’s an important plot point here.

      The story is common enough: a romance between an openly gay kid and a strictly raised Christian fundamentalist. The conflict is built right in. This one, however, portrays Lee’s internal emotional conflict with real monsters. It’s all metaphorical until it isn’t.

      The performances and cinematography are all excellent; everyone does a good job here. It is very low on the “horror” scale unless you’re a closeted gay teenager. It’s more disturbing than horrific, especially since it’s all so believable and realistic– and common.

      KEVIN’S COMMENTARY

      Who knew that Ganymede was more than just one of the moons of Jupiter?

      The basic story didn’t seem like much that I hadn’t seen before, but the inclusion of some monsters around the edges made it interesting. All the aspects, from performance to direction, were really well done.

      It’s very low-key in horror, heavy on drama tension, and unfortunately realistic in many places.
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