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      Opposite: British suffragettes wear symbolic white at the 1913 funeral procession of Emily Wilding Davison, who died after being trampled protesting women’s right to vote at the Derby. 


      Previous pages: Pussy Riot stages an anti-Putin protest in Moscow’s Red Square, 2012. Members were arrested and detained. One month later they were sentenced to two years in prison following a conviction for “hooliganism”.

    

  


  
    
      INTRODUCTION

    

  


  
    
      Over 170 years ago, women started a protest that began a powerful global movement. The history of the women’s liberation movement in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries is a story that underpins and reflects modern culture as we know it. Feminism has grown from a niche organization that fought for female education, and then the vote, to a global movement demanding true equality for all and a tearing down of the structures of the world that have repressed half the population for thousands of years. 


      From the vote to the pill, workplace equality to reproductive rights and intersectionality to representation, the women of each decade have tackled their own set of issues, resulting in some seismic leaps (and some baby steps) forward. Some truly enormous historical moments in women’s politics – the Ford Dagenham strike, Roe v. Wade, Greenham Common, the Women’s March, #MeToo – have acted as agents of change, and some powerful women’s leaders have emerged, from Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem and Angela Davis to Hillary Clinton, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Michelle Obama, each one of them representative of the things women can achieve when they are given the tools to do so. 
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      It is impossible to look at how far women have come and not feel that the twenty-first century is the best yet in which to be a woman. Writing this, I look around me and see feminism everywhere. I see active protest, now reclaimed by a new generation, who are politicized, powerful and unafraid to stand up for what is right. I see Greta Thunberg continuing to campaign for climate justice on the world stage. I see Jacinda Ardern making headlines with her decisive – and ultimately, effective leadership around Covid precautions. I see a historic number of women across the US Senate and Congress and in the Spanish Parliament. In 2021, Sweden elected its first female Prime Minister, Magdalena Andersson. And in 2020 Kamala Harris made history when she was elected Vice President of the United States, becoming the first woman, the first black American, and the first South Asian American to hold the post. I see diverse representations of bodies and genders and races in advertising and on screen (but not enough. Not yet). 


      The writing of this book has been an edifying and enlightening experience. There is not enough space to include every story or aspect of the movement I passionately longed to and I apologize for these limitations imposed by space. Some of the stories I encountered moved me to tears – the personal sacrifices made by the suffragettes who starved themselves to enfranchise women. The women around the world who have risked everything to campaign for access to abortion and contraception. The fact that Judy Chicago’s Dinner Party was mobbed when it opened in 1979, the year I was born. I have felt inspired by the women who lifted up their voices and made things happen, such as the women of Pussy Riot, who sacrificed their freedom to highlight oppression. And Malala Yousafzai, who fought to be educated and, in doing so, changed the world. 


      Forms of mass protest have always supported and empowered women to fight for their right to equality. I salute the women of the 
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      2010s who made their voices heard when they said #MeToo and #TimesUp. And the millions of women around the world who came together in street protests to speak truth to power on the Women’s March – I was there myself, in London, and could feel, as I walked shoulder to shoulder with other women who sang, shouted and cheered that this was a turning point in our history. 


      I would like to dedicate this book to each and every person who has stood up for women in a small way, or a big one, and tried to move things forward. I hope this book will serve as a testament to the progress made and an indication of what we can do, when we come together.


      A note on definitions in the text – I have used the words “women” and “trans women” to differentiate between cisgender women and those who identify as trans women. In some instances, “women” in the collective may unknowingly refer to those who identify differently, and for that I can only apologize for any unintentional offence caused.


      Anna-Marie Crowhurst, 2022
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      DEEDSNOT WORDS


      Protests in petticoats 

    

  


  
    
      The women who won the vote have gone down in history for their sacrifice and valour in the face of arrest, imprisonment and force-feeding. At the heart of the suffragettes’ campaign was a commitment to direct action, no matter what the cost. 

    

  


  
    
      For as long as women have been advocating for their rights, they have used direct action as protest. The demos of the 1960s, the flour bombs of the 1970s and the marches of the 2010s all have their roots in the actions of the earliest feminist campaigners: the brave women we know as the suffragettes. By the 1860s the women’s suffrage movement was gaining momentum in Britain. Suffragists argued for women’s enfranchisement in the form of voting reform. Their societies lobbied politicians for the vote, held public meetings, wrote newspaper articles and organized petitions. The movement began to coalesce in 1897, when 17 societies combined as the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), led by Millicent Fawcett, and published pamphlets on domestic topics such as working conditions, education and children. So far, so polite.


      As the century turned with little progress, frustration with the limitations of the “Votes for Women” campaign set in. In 1903 the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) was founded by Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughters. Themselves committed 

    

  


  
    
      Opposite: Banner, made c.1908 by the Wimbledon branch of the WSPU. 
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      Above: Medal awarded to suffragette Elsie Duval for bravery while on hunger strike in prison in 1912. She was force-fed nine times. 
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      suffrage campaigners, the Pankhursts had come to believe that where polite petitions and pamphlets had failed, drawing public attention to their cause would succeed. In 1905 they came up with a bold new motto to reflect their aims, “Deeds Not Words”, with attention-grabbing branding for banners and sashes using symbolic colours of white (for purity), green (for hope) and purple (for loyalty and dignity). By now suffrage societies were forming across Europe, as well as the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance, which united suffrage chapters from all over the world. The USA and Britain, however, seemed to enjoy the most radical forms of protesting. 


      In the USA, too, women were mobilized into action. Alice Paul – inspired by a visit to Britain during which she participated in WSPU 

    

  


  
    
      Above: Designed by London’s Suffrage Atelier collective, this 1913 poster shows the double standards around voting rights.
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      protests – formed the National Women’s Party (NWP), organizing parades and pickets and lobbying Congress for voting reform. In 1913 she led 8,000 women from the Capitol to the White House. In 1917 the NWP began 18 months of White House picketing, holding up signs that read, “Mr. President, how long must women wait for liberty?” Paul was imprisoned and began a hunger strike. The amendment granting US women the right to vote was finally passed by Congress on June 4, 1919 and was ratified on August 18, 1920.


      In London, the WSPU organized large-scale protests outside Parliament and street marches, then swiftly began a militant campaign with headline-grabbing tactics. Women smashed shop windows with bricks, cut telegraph wires, set fire to pillar boxes and buildings, and chained themselves to the railings of Downing Street. A nationwide bombing and arson campaign was designed to provoke maximum attention. By 1909 WSPU members were setting on Winston Churchill with a horsewhip and even vandalizing Prime Minister Herbert Asquith’s car. By the 1910s they were defacing artworks and displays in galleries, and the newspaper front pages were regularly splashed with dramatic images of these protests, iconic images of defiance we recognize today: the women in their trimmed bonnets and white dresses defiantly holding placards; women being dragged away by policemen; the unmoving form of Emily Wilding Davison on the racetrack at Epsom. By now the street protests had become violent clashes between police and suffragettes, with women physically assaulted and arrested. Those who were arrested and imprisoned began starvation campaigns, and were force-fed with tubes.

    

  


  
    
      Opposite: Advert for the WSPU newspaper The Suffragette designed by Hilda Dallas, c.1914. Joan of Arc was the suffragettes’ patron saint and reflected their increasingly violent tactics. 


      Overleaf: Members of the American National Women’s Party, known as the “Silent Sentinels”, protest outside the White House, 1917. President Wilson did not support women's suffrage.
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      The early part of the twentieth century saw women across the world rising up to demand their voting rights. In Finland, a socialist uprising involving mass demonstrations had resulted in women’s enfranchisement in 1906. Norway gave women the vote in 1913, Denmark and Iceland in 1915. Austria and Germany, as well as most of Canada, followed suit in 1918. The USA caved in 1920. Britain’s Representation of the People Act 1918 gave the vote to 

    

  


  
    
      Suffrage around the world
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      women over 30 who owned property, or were married to a man who did. All women over 21 (then the legal voting age for men) did not get the right to vote in Britain until 1928. Spain did not let women vote until 1931. In France it was 1944, Italy 1945. As the middle of the century approached, many women had the vote but the battle for women’s rights had only just begun.
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      1792 Mary Wollstonecraft argues for women’s suffrage in her book A Vindication of the Rights of Woman.


      1848 Seneca Falls Convention in New York calls for women’s suffrage, as well as working rights and educational opportunities. 


      1869 The UK Parliament grants single women taxpayers the right to vote in municipal elections. In the USA, the new Territory of Wyoming grants women the right to vote and the National Woman Suffrage Association is formed.


      1893 New Zealand becomes the first country in the world to grant universal suffrage to all women. 


      1902 Australian women over the age of 21 are granted the vote in federal elections. South Australia and Western Australia had granted women rights to vote in 1894 and 1899 respectively. The rest of the states follow and Australian women have full voting rights by 1908. Aboriginal women (and men) are granted the right to vote in 1962. 


      1906 The Grand Duchy of Finland (then a part of Russia) is the first country in Europe to implement full universal suffrage, including women. Nineteen women elected to parliament the following year. 


      1913 Norway becomes the first independent country to grant universal suffrage to all women. 


      1915 Denmark grants women full voting rights; they were allowed to vote in municipal elections in 1908.


      1917 Russia’s Provisional government enfranchises women.


      1918 Canada gives full suffrage to black and white women. Newfoundland grants suffrage in 1925 and Quebec in 1940. Asian women are granted the vote (with men) in 1948, and First Nations and Inuit women (and men) are given full voting rights in 1960. 
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      1918 Germany and Austria get full suffrage, including women, after the breakdown of the House of Hapsburg. After Poland gains independence, women are granted the right to vote. In the UK and Ireland, women aged 30 or over receive complete enfranchisement, shortly after women are allowed to sit in the House of Commons. In Czechoslovakia, the Declaration of Independence of the Czechoslovak Nation guarantees equal voting rights for men and women. 


      1918 Countess Constance Markievicz becomes the first woman to be elected to the UK House of Commons. She does not take her seat.


      1919 In the Netherlands women’s right to vote is approved and takes effect in 1920. 


      1920 August 26 marks the passing of the Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 


      1921 In Sweden, all women are given the right to vote.


      1922 The newly independent Irish Free State gives women the equal right to vote from the age of 21. In Hungary, women vote for the first time, despite plans to introduce suffrage going back to 1818.


      1928 The United Kingdom lowers the voting age for women to 21.


      1929 Ecuador grants women limited voting rights, the second independent country in South America to do so after Uruguay in 1917.


      1930 South Africa allows white women aged 21 and over to vote. In 1984 all mixed-race citizens are granted the vote and in 1994 voting rights are extended to all citizens regardless of race. 


      1931 Spanish women are granted limited voting rights. While women over 20 are allowed limited voting under Franco’s regime, full voting rights are implemented only in 1977.
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      1931 Sri Lanka (at that time Ceylon) becomes one of the first South Asian countries to allow voting rights to women over the age of 21 without any restrictions. 


      1932 In Brazil, the right to vote is added to the Electoral Code and to the Brazilian constitution in 1934. Thailand also gives women the right to vote.


      1934 Turkey gives women the right to vote in national elections. Cuba also extends voting rights to women.


      1937 In the Philippines a referendum wins by a landslide allowing women to vote; this is the first legal right granted to women in the country.


      1944 The French provisional government extends the right to vote to women. French-controlled Algeria grants Muslim women the right to vote in 1958. 


      1945 The provisional government of Italy grants full enfranchisement to women. Partial suffrage had been introduced by Mussolini’s government in 1925. 


      1946 In Romania, suffrage with many restrictions had been in place since 1938, but full voting rights are granted in 1946. In Japan women’s suffrage is enacted at a national level, although women had been allowed to vote in some prefectures since 1880. 


      1947 In Argentina, over 3 million newly enfranchised women vote in the 1947 elections. Pakistan enacts full suffrage upon independence, thanks to a movement led by the wives and female relatives of leading politicians. 


      1947 In India, some women had been granted voting rights in the early twentieth century, dependent on education, religion and class. The government of India enacts equal voting rights for both men and women.
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      1952 The United Nations Convention on the Political Rights of Women decrees that “women shall be entitled to vote in all elections on equal terms with men, without any discrimination.”


      1953 Mexican women gain the right to vote in 1947 for some local elections and for national elections in 1953, after a struggle dating to the nineteenth century.


      1962 Algerian women are given the full right to vote after the War of Independence.


      1963 In Iran, a referendum in January overwhelmingly approved by voters gives women the right to vote. Morocco also grants women voting rights. 


      1971 Switzerland becomes the last Western republic to grant women’s suffrage. A previous referendum on suffrage had been defeated in 1959.


      1971 Bangladesh reconfirms women’s right to vote.


      1976 From 1931, Portuguese women are allowed to vote if they have a degree; full rights are only granted in 1976. 


      1994–2006 The Gulf States gradually grant women the right to vote. Oman extends rights in 1994, Qatar in 1999 and Bahrain in 2001.The right to vote was given to women in Kuwait in 1985; though this was later removed, it was reinstated in 2005. 


      2015 Saudi Arabian women vote in and run for local and municipal elections for the first time. Women can also be appointed to the Shura council, an unelected governing body. 
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      HELEN PANKHURST

    

  


  
    
      PERSONAL TESTIMONY
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      Activist & author

    

  


  
    
      On feminism then and now
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      Feminism is important to me – perhaps not surprisingly so – given that I am the great-granddaughter of Emmeline, leader of the suffragette movement. But I am also the granddaughter of Sylvia who disagreed with her mother and her older sister, Christabel, about some campaigning tactics and how to address the intersection between class and gender. I understood early on how schisms are very much part of women’s history. 


      In the build-up to the centenary of some women getting the vote, as part of my own journey I reflected, interviewed and then in 2018 published Deeds Not Words: The Story of Women’s Rights, Then and Now.The book has subsequently provided a tool for discussion and debate on how far we have come.


      I also convened the Centenary Action Group, a coalition which aims to use the period to 2028 – the centenary of Equal Franchise – to raise awareness of the constraints around equal representation. Its tagline is #StillMarching. Also, I became involved in the GM4Women2028 coalition, which highlights women’s experiences in Greater Manchester, birthplace of the suffragettes. The message: #WeCanDoBetter. 


      For many feminists, marching seems to be in our DNA. I have led wonderfully colourful marches and rallies on International Women’s Day in London, celebrating, in March4Women, linkages between those interested in the history of feminism, current-day UK-based feminist activists and global feminists. 


      The international perspective has been part of my make-up because I grew up and still work in Ethiopia. My job with CARE in Ethiopia has been multi-sectoral and included strengthening the agency of young girls, addressing the social norms and the structural barriers that continue to blight the lives of women and girls.


      Feminism isn’t a simple add-on. It is at the core of my identity and of my work. “Fun and Purpose” is my personal motto.
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      WE WEAR THE PANTS


      The story of women’s slacks

    

  


  
    
      In the 1920s, there was a fashion revolution: trousers for women. Introduced by the zany flappers, women wearing pants signalled something much bigger than a mere fashion trend: it was freedom, at least of a sort.

    

  


  
    
      In the summer of 2021 in Britain, trousers were in the news. Wirral Grammar School for Girls in England announced they were amending their uniform policy after a student-organized petition demanding girls should be able to wear trousers gained 13,000 signatures. One hundred years before, in 1919, in Puerto Rico, Luisa Capetillo was arrested and jailed for daring to wear trousers. Capetillo wasn’t just being experimental with her fashion: as one of Puerto Rico’s first suffragists, she was making a point about the expectations around women’s clothing – and, by extension, women. 


      In the early part of the twentieth century, argument around women’s clothing wasn’t new. In reaction to the restrictive trends of crinolines, bustles and tight lacing, the “dress reformists” of the 1850s had argued for trousers on practical grounds. In Britain and the USA, “Bloomerism” sprang up. Entangled with the idea of early feminism was that of “freedom dress” – clothes in which women 

    

  


  
    
      Opposite: Vogue cover showing a woman wearing sporty wide-legged trousers, illustrated by Eduardo Garcia Benito, July 1930. 
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      could breathe, and move. A so-called “liberty bodice” and bloomers seemed a possible, decorous solution. There were rumours of women being arrested in New York City for trouser-wearing, while adverts and cartoons poked fun at the very idea of women not wearing skirts.


      The 1920s saw many women in the Western world enfranchised, both to vote and to wear trousers. Set loose by the general unbuttoning in the wake of the First World War – and in North America, the post-war boom economy – the set of liberated women known as flappers emerged. The flappers scandalized their mothers by wearing make-up and shearing their hair off, by hareing around in motorcars and Charlestoning, corset-less, in nightclubs. And most importantly, they slipped into pyjama-style suits and fashionable floaty bell-bottoms, embracing the new trend for trousers. 


      Coco Chanel led this sartorial charge, wafting chicly around in wide-leg beach trousers. Chanel had made her name in France, creating radical pared-down designs that allowed women freedom of movement and liberation from fuss, frills and winsome pastel colours, replacing them with monochromatic designs incorporating elements of menswear and tailoring, and a relaxed silhouette. The Chanel look caught on like wildfire. For the first time in many hundreds of years, women suddenly had the physical freedom to ride bicycles and horses, play sports, turn cartwheels and generally enjoy themselves, without the need for showing their knickers and quite so much restrictive, complicated underwear to boot. Among the younger and hipper, trousers for women took off. Witness Marlene Dietrich starring in 1930’s Morocco, swanking about in a tuxedo and top hat, her eyebrow archly raised. By the end of the 1930s, trousers were a female fashion staple. 

    

  


  
    
      Opposite: Early adopter of trousers Coco Chanel at her home in the French Riviera, c.1930. 
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      Above: Doreen Bacchus of the Women’s Land Army wearing standard issue breeches, at a Women’s Timber Corps Training Camp in Suffolk, England, 1942. Uniforms like these helped to popularize trousers as womenswear.


      Opposite: Silver screen superstar Marlene Dietrich, 1933. Dietrich was an early adopter of trousers, and had become famous for her tailored trouser suits.
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