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The Hebrew man who wrote letters to the Corinthians was known as Paul and Saul, and those with the guts to live on the edge of dialect called him Shaul. About a third of the worldwide church thinks his name change occurred when he was converted on the Damascus Road, when the Lord commissioned him to take the gospel to the Gentiles. And yet, at the time of Saul’s conversion, Jesus still addressed him as Saul. Later, Jesus told Ananias to find Saul in Damascus and restore his sight. The scroll called Acts goes on to describe Saul as increasing in spiritual strength. So, we see that it was not Jesus who changed his name on the road to Damascus. Another third of the global church believes that Saul’s name was also Paul because the custom of dual names was common in the first century of the Common Era. The mysterious scroll called Acts also describes the apostle as “Saul, who was also called Paul” - and from that verse on, throughout the rest of the New Covenant, Saul is always referred to as Paul.

Paul was born in the Roman city of Tarsus. He started out with bad pride in his Israeli heritage, then ended up with good pride about it. The other third of the church scattered on our terrestrial ball states that he chose to use his Jewish name, Saul, until sometime after he began to believe in and preach about Christ, when he began to use his Roman name, Paul. It would make sense for Paul to use his Latin name as he traveled farther into the Gentile world. And it should be noted that Paul began using his Roman name on Cyprus when the Roman proconsul on that island was converted, during Paul’s first evangelistic journey: for that conversion involved a high-ranking, idolatrous Gentile coming to faith in Christ; the fact that the proconsul’s name was Sergius Paulus has convinced some to think that Saul took the name Paul as a reminder of this event.

But 97% of the Lord's church could agree that Paul using his Roman name was fitting for the man who proclaimed that he would become all things to all people. Adopting his Roman name would allow Paul to approach the Gentiles to whom he was sent and speak to them in their own language, becoming as one of them and calming their nerves. About 3% of Jesus' congregation says it is possible that Paul gave up the use of Saul, because of its majestic association to Israel's first king, Saul: suggesting that the apostle chose to use Paul because it means “little”, for he desired to become smaller in order to present Christ as greater.

Paul is known for his 2 letters to the Corinthian Christians, but he mentioned a mysterious epistle which was written before 1 Corinthians, which epistle was obviously lost or not saved. Paul wrote to the Corinthians in Greek, and it has been translated into almost every language in the world.

The 1st Saved Letter to the Corinthian Church
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This letter is from me, Saul, but the Gentiles call me Paul. I have been chosen by God's will to be an emissary of Messiah Yeshua. My brother Sosthenes helped me write this letter; but 100% of this letter's content is from my divine heart, which has been furnished by the Holy Ghost. 

Since some of you may not know Hebrew, I must inform you that the term Baal is a very intimate Hebrew word meaning "Lord". So don't be deceived, because the world likes to pervert God's vocabulary: for as you can see, Baal is also used by the Devil's people to refer to false gods.

I am writing to you, Elohim's shul in Corinth, to you who have been called by God to be his own holy people, because I heard you - as a whole - have been acting like a 1st century drama queen! He made you sacred by means of Messiah, just as he did for all people everywhere who call on the name of Adonai, their Lord and ours.

May Elohim our Abba, and Baal Yeshua, give you favor and peace.

I always thank my Elohim for you and for the gracious presents he has given you, now that you belong to Messiah Jesus. Through him, Elohim has enriched your shul in every way - with all of your eloquent words and all of your knowledge. And so God confirmed our testimony about Jesus the Messiah among you. Now you have every spiritual present you need as you eagerly wait for the return of our Adonai, Jesus. He will keep you strong to the end so that you will be free from all blame on the day when our Blessed Baal Yeshua returns. God will do this, for he is faithful to do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Yeshua Christ our Blessed Baal.

I appeal to you, dear sisters and brothers, by the authority of our Adonai, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the shul, because it is a Messianic shul, our Holy Baal's knesset - not so much a legislative gathering, but an assembly which worships our Holy Baal through love. However, the Lord's knesset should be found writing laws for pagans to live by.

Rather, be of 1 mind, united in thought and purpose. For some members of Chloe's household have told me about your quarrels, my dear sisters and brothers: and be sure that there are only 2 genders in your vocabulary, because there are evil men and women existing today who call themselves social justice warriors - they ignore the first scroll of Moses' teaching and they insist on the existence of a third and fourth gender, which, if gone unchecked, will turn into an idea which will prevail into the 21st century of the Western world.

What is more, some of you are saying, 'I am Saul's follower.' Others are saying, 'I follow Apollos', or 'I follow Cephas,' or 'I follow Messiah only.'

Apollos is a shortened version of Apollonius. It is echoed in the halls of today's seminaries that he was a Hellenized Jewish Christian who hailed from Alexandria, which was the second largest city in the Roman Empire. He is famous for coming to Ephesus. Apollos was a learned man and an eloquent speaker. There are hints outside of Holy Writ that he was proficient in teaching wisdom in the symbolic style of Philo, who was a Hebrew philosopher living in Alexandria and a great intellectual teacher. Apollos came from an environment that was conducive to studying and learning the Scriptures. Alexandria had a library with over half a million scrolls, chief among them being the Septuagint.

Word on the street has it that Apollos was a commercial traveler who had a trade, which became his side hustle once God called him to come to Ephesus for the purpose of doing evangelistic work. Apollos' reputation initially was as a man who taught about Jesus accurately, but only knew of the immersion of John: that is, Apollos had not received the update concerning the salvation of Christ. But before the update, Apollos spoke boldly in the synagogue, just as the disciples had done.

Then Apollos felt his emotional ship had come in when he met Priscilla and Aquila, who heard him preaching and teaching there. When the godly couple learned that his information fell short, they thoroughly updated him: that is, they corrected his incomplete knowledge of Christian doctrine. They saw that Apollos was very teachable and willing to learn. Having this correct information increased his fervor, for he was of great help to those who by grace had believed.

His Alexandrian education heightened his skills as an evangelist. He had a special talent for debate and he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ. He became very popular in Ephesus, but after a time, he went to Corinth. He left just before Paul arrived in Ephesus. The holy brothers in Ephesus wrote letters of introduction for him for the Corinthian church. He was repeatedly introduced as “a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures, having been instructed in the way of the Lord.”

When people were lining up behind their favorite leaders, they seemed to be showing their shades in terms of social implications. Since Apollos hailed from Alexandria, he was deemed to have been well-versed in the arts of eloquence and argument. As a learned man, he was considered to be the sort of leader a cultured, wealthy individual might want to follow. Cephas was traditionally aligned with the Jewish Christians and could easily have been the leader of preference for those who were unwilling to totally depart from their Jewish heritage. Paul was highly favored by the Gentiles, partly because he had already made a name for himself .

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The teacher asks questions


[image: ]


I have some questions for you:

	Has Messiah been divided into sects? 

	Was I, Saul, crucified for you? 

	Were any of you immersed in the name of Saul?


Of course not! I thank Elohim that I did not baptize any of you except Gaius and Crispus, for now no one can say they were immersed in my name, and I would not dare shortchange anyone by merely sprinkling them - for I have heard sprinkling is one of those immature practices which have popped up in a so-called church at Rome.

Oh yes, I just remembered: I immersed the household of Stephanas, but I don't remember immersing anyone else.

For Messiah did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Good News - and not with clever speech, for fear that Jesus the Messiah's instrument of torture would lose its power.

The message of the execution stake is foolish to those who are headed for destruction. But we who are being redeemed know it is the very power of Elohim. As Holy Writ says, 'I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and discard the intelligence of the intelligent.'

So where does this leave the philosophers like Aristotle, the scholars like Cicero, and the world's brilliant debaters like Plato? Elohim has made the wisdom of this world look foolish. Since the God of Israel, in his wisdom, saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used our foolish preaching to save those who believe. It is foolish to the Hebrews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is foolish to Hellenes, who seek human wisdom. So when we preach that the Anointed One was crucified, the Israelis are offended and the goyim say it is all nonsense.

Who exactly were Aristotle, Cicero and Plato?

	Aristotle lived about 4 centuries before the apostle Paul and he set about to explore the natural world, and the Arabs called him 'The First Teacher': Aristotle's writings acted as the most important writings for those who did not see the importance of Hebrew Holy Writ - Aristotle taught that the universe is separated into the celestial region and the terrestrial region;

	Cicero died about 50 years before Paul was born: Cicero was a lawyer by trade and is credited with turning Latin into a sophisticated language as well as explaining the development of his culture's constitution - his written work called On the Commonwealth gives an outline of Rome's history, puts forth on the role of justice in government, and discusses education;

	Plato was the teacher of Aristotle and became famous for saying that the written word is inadequate, even though Plato did a lot of writing: and he went as far as to say that the written text becomes a drug that can kill or heal - what is more, he was known for declaring that real knowledge demanded a person's total presence, putting forth that only that which a person identifies with can be called knowledge. 


But to those called by Elohim to redemption, both Gentiles and Jews, Christ is God's power and the wisdom of Elohim. God's foolish plan is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and the heavenly Father's weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength. 

Remember, that few of you were wise in the eyes of the world or wealthy or powerful when Israel's God called you. Instead...

	God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise;

	God chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful;

	God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important.


As a result, no one can ever boast in the presence of the Universal Rabbi, who is also known as God.

God has united you with the Anointed One named Jesus. For our benefit, our Yotzer - that is, our Creator - made him to be wisdom itself. The Prince of Peace made us right with the heavenly Father; he made us holy and pure, and he liberated us from our transgressions of Moses' teaching. Therefore, as Holy Writ says, 'If you want to brag, brag only about Adonai.' And Adonai is known to some as the Lord.

When I first came to you, I did not use lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you the Creator's secret plan. For I decided that while I was with you I would forget everything except Jesus, the one who was executed on a Roman stake. I came to you in weakness - trembling and timid. And my message and my preaching were exceedingly plain. Rather than using persuasive and clever speeches, I relied only on the Holy Ghost's power. I did this so you would trust not in human wisdom, but in the power of our Creator.

After all, who is Apollos? Who is Saul? We are only the servants of Divine Providence, through whom you believed the gospel. Each of us did the work Adonai gave to us. I planted the seed in your seats of understanding, and Apollos watered it, but it was our Abba who made it grow. It is not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What is important is that nature's God makes the seed grow. The one who plants and the one who waters labor together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard labor. For we are both our Creator's workers. And you are the field of Divine Providence. You are God's building.

Because of God's favor toward me, I have laid the foundation like an expert builder, despite what the new sect called Freemasons in Egypt say. Now others are building on it. But whoever is building on this foundation must be exceedingly careful. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have - Jesucristo. That is Jesus Christ's name in Spanish.
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Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials - straw, hay, wood, jewels, silver, or gold. But on the judgement day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will determine if a person's labor has any value. If the labor survives, that builder will get a reward. But if the labor is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The builder will be redeemed, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of flames.

Don't you realize that all of you together are the temple of the Creator and that the Ruach of God lives in you? The Ruach is Spirit. 

Our Divine Providence will destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For the Creator's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.

Stop deceiving yourselves. If you think you are wise by the standards of this terrestrial ball, you need to become a fool to be truly wise. For the wisdom of this terrestrial ball is foolishness to our Creator. As Holy Writ says, 'He traps the wise in the snare of their own cleverness.' And again, 'Adonai knows the thoughts of the wise; he knows they are worthless.'

So don't brag about following a particular human leader. For everything belongs to you - whether Saul or Peter or Apollos, or the world, or life and death, or the future and the present. Everything belongs to you, and you belong to the Anointed One, and Christ belongs to our heavenly Father.

So look at Apollos and me as mere servants of the Anointed One. We have been put in charge of explaining the mysteries of the heavenly Father. Now, a person who is put in charge as a manager must be full of faith. As for me, it matters very little how I might be evaluated by you or any authority of mankind. I do not even trust my own judgment on this point. I have a clear conscience, but that does not prove I am right. It is Adonai himself who will examine me and decide.

So don't make judgments about anyone ahead of time - before Adonai returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then Elohim will give to each one whatever praise is due. 

I have used Apollos and myself to illustrate what I have been saying. If you pay attention to what I have quoted from the Tanakh, you won't be proud of one of your leaders at the expense of another. For...

	what gives you the right to make such a judgement?

	what do you have that Elohim hasn't given you?

	if everything you have is from God, why brag as though it were not a present?


You think you already have everything you need. You think you are already wealthy. Many of you have made the entire congregation look like a 1st century drama queen, even though you, as a group, are instead the bride of Christ, awaiting the day when you will marry King Jesus and become a queen in earnest. Right now Israel is the queen, and she waits for the Lord's church to join her as the queen: but currently Israel is God's subtle queen, because of her residence here on earth.  

You have begun to reign in the activity of Elohim's Son without us! I wish you really were reigning already, for then we would be reigning with you. Instead, I sometimes think Elohim has put us emissaries on display, like war prisoners at the end of a victory parade, condemned to die. We have become a spectacle to the entire globe - to angels and people alike.

Our dedication to Mashiach makes us look like fools, but you claim to be so wise in Mashiach! You are so powerful, but we are weak! 

	We are ridiculed, but you are honored. 

	Even now we go hungry and thirsty, and we don't have enough clothes to keep warm. 

	We have no home and are often beaten. 

	We work wearily with our own hands to earn our own living. 

	We bless those who curse us. 

	We are patient with those who abuse us. 

	We appeal gently when evil things are said about us. 


Yet we are treated like the globe's rubbish, like everybody's garbage - right up to the present moment.

I am not writing these things to shame you, but to warn you as my beloved kids. For even if you had 10,000 others to teach you about the Anointed One, you have only 1 spiritual father. For I became your Dad in the Anointed One called Yeshua when I preached the Fine Announcement to you. So I urge you to copy me, but you must also realize that God the Father is your ultimate Dad. I have heard that, already in Rome, there are church leaders calling themselves 'fathers', based on what I have said in many places at many times; I foresee having to write a letter to them soon.

That is why I have sent Timothy, my faithful and beloved
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