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Alabama is a state filled with diverse attractions and activities that cater to families of all sizes and ages. From the beautiful beaches of the Gulf Coast to the historic cities and natural wonders inland, there's no shortage of exciting adventures waiting to be explored. This book is designed to help you plan the perfect family getaway in Alabama, with a focus on destinations that offer fun, education, and lasting memories for everyone.

Inside, you'll find a curated list of more than 50 family-friendly attractions across the state, divided into regions for easy navigation. Each entry includes a brief description of the destination, along with key information such as address, phone number, hours of operation, and admission prices. We've also included age-appropriate recommendations and tips to help you make the most of your visit.

To ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience, we strongly recommend calling ahead to verify hours of operation and admission prices, as these may be subject to change. Many attractions also offer special events, discounts, or seasonal programs that you won't want to miss.

In addition to the main attractions, we've included a bonus section featuring 25 fun and easy-to-play road trip games that will keep your family entertained and engaged during your travels. These games are suitable for various age groups and require minimal supplies, making them perfect for any journey.

Whether you're planning a day trip, a weekend getaway, or a longer vacation, this book is your go-to guide for family fun in Alabama. So, pack your bags, grab your sense of adventure, and get ready to create unforgettable memories with your loved ones in the Heart of Dixie!
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Gulf Shores Beach
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(Southwest Alabama) 
Gulf Shores Public Beach, Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
(251) 968-1173 (Gulf Shores & Orange Beach Tourism) 
Hours: Open 24/7 
Admission: Free

Gulf Shores Beach is a fantastic destination for families with children of all ages. The wide, sandy beach and calm waters provide an ideal environment for various activities and attractions that cater to different age groups.

Activities and attractions for different age groups:

	Toddlers and young children: 	Building sandcastles and playing in the soft sand

	Splashing in the shallow water and collecting seashells

	Enjoying picnics and snacks in the shaded areas

	Participating in family-friendly beach games like frisbee or beach ball toss



	Older children and teenagers: 	Swimming and boogie boarding in the gentle waves

	Playing beach volleyball or soccer on the sand

	Taking part in water sports like kayaking, paddleboarding, or surfing (rentals available nearby)

	Exploring the nearby nature trails and wildlife at Gulf State Park



	Adults: 	Sunbathing and relaxing on the beach

	Fishing from the shore or nearby piers (fishing licenses required)

	Enjoying scenic walks along the beach or on the boardwalk

	Visiting local restaurants, bars, and shops in the Gulf Shores area




Amenities:

	Public restrooms and showers are available at multiple locations along the beach

	Picnic areas with tables and benches are provided for family gatherings

	Beach gear rentals (umbrellas, chairs, and beach toys) are available from nearby vendors

	Parking is available at public beach access points, some of which may require a fee during peak seasons


Handicap accessibility: Gulf Shores Beach is committed to providing accessibility for visitors with disabilities. The following amenities are available:

	Beach wheelchairs designed for use on sand are available for free rental at several locations along the beach

	Accessible restrooms and showers are provided at various beach access points

	Designated handicap parking spots are available at public beach access parking areas

	Ramps and boardwalks provide access to the beach from the parking areas


Stroller rentals: While there are no official stroller rentals directly on the beach, many nearby hotels, resorts, and vacation rental companies offer stroller rentals for guests. Visitors can also find stroller rentals at local baby equipment rental companies in the Gulf Shores area.

Other important information for visiting families:

	Be mindful of beach flag warnings that indicate surf conditions and potential hazards

	Apply sunscreen regularly and stay hydrated, especially during hot summer months

	Keep the beach clean by disposing of trash in the provided receptacles

	Be respectful of other beachgoers and wildlife by following beach rules and regulations

	In case of emergencies, contact the nearest lifeguard or call 911


Gulf Shores Beach offers a wide range of activities and amenities that cater to families with children of all ages. With its stunning natural beauty, well-maintained facilities, and commitment to accessibility, it is a perfect destination for a fun-filled family beach vacation.
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(Gulf Shores)
Address: 6601 Wahoo Lane, Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
Phone: (251) 923-9200 
Hours: Seasonal hours, typically open from late May to early September
Admission: General admission prices vary, but typically around $40 for adults and $30 for children (under 48 inches tall)

Waterville USA is an exciting destination for families with children of various ages. The park offers a wide range of water attractions, as well as additional activities that cater to different age groups.

Activities and attractions for different age groups:

	Toddlers and young children: 	Wa Wa World, a specially designed area for young children, features small slides, water sprays, and shallow pools

	Waterville Hideaway, a play area with water slides, a dumping bucket, and water cannons

	Dune Racer, a gentle slide that allows parents to ride along with their young children



	Older children and teenagers: 	Jet Stream, a thrilling water coaster that propels riders up and down steep slopes

	Screaming Demon, a high-speed slide with sharp turns and sudden drops

	Hurricane, a raft slide that sends riders swirling through a large bowl before plunging into the pool below

	Lazy River, a relaxing float around the park on an inner tube

	Wave pool, a large pool with generated waves for swimming and playing



	Adults: 	All water attractions are suitable for adults, with some slides having minimum height requirements

	Miniature golf course provides a fun activity for families to enjoy together

	Go-kart track offers an exciting racing experience for older children and adults

	Arcade with a variety of games and prizes for all ages




Amenities:

	Multiple dining options, including a pizza place, burger joint, and snack stands throughout the park

	Locker rentals are available to store personal belongings

	Cabanas can be rented for a more private and shaded area to relax

	Gift shops sell souvenirs, sunscreen, and other essentials

	Free parking is available on-site


Handicap accessibility: Waterville USA strives to provide an enjoyable experience for all guests, including those with disabilities. The following accommodations are available:

	Handicap parking is available near the entrance

	Most of the park's pathways are wheelchair accessible

	Some water attractions, such as the lazy river and wave pool, are accessible for guests with limited mobility

	Assisted listening devices are available for hearing-impaired guests

	Service animals are welcome in the park


Stroller rentals: Stroller rentals are not available directly at Waterville USA. However, guests are welcome to bring their own strollers into the park. Strollers can be parked in designated areas near the attractions.

Other important information for visiting families:

	Height requirements apply for some water slides and attractions, so be sure to check before riding

	Life jackets are provided free of charge and are required for children under 48 inches tall

	Lockers and cabanas are available for rent on a first-come, first-served basis

	Outside food and beverages are not permitted inside the park, but picnic areas are available outside the main entrance

	Visitors should follow all posted safety rules and lifeguard instructions to ensure a safe and enjoyable experience


Waterville USA offers a fun-filled day for families with children of all ages. With its wide variety of water attractions, additional activities, and amenities designed for safety and convenience, it is a must-visit destination for families vacationing in the Gulf Shores area.
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Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo
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(Gulf Shores)
Address: 20499 Oak Road East, Gulf Shores, AL 36542 
Phone: (251) 968-5731 
Hours: Daily from 9 AM to 4 PM (closed on major holidays) 
Admission: Adults $15.95, Children (3-12) $11.95, Children under 3 free

The Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo is a wonderful destination for families with children of all ages. The zoo offers a variety of animal exhibits and interactive experiences that cater to different age groups.

Activities and attractions for different age groups:

	Toddlers and young children: 	Petting Zoo allows children to interact with friendly animals like goats, sheep, and rabbits

	Reptile House features a variety of reptiles and amphibians, including turtles and snakes

	Aviary offers a close-up view of colorful birds from around the world

	Playground provides a fun space for children to run, climb, and play



	Older children and teenagers: 	Big cat exhibits showcase majestic lions, tigers, and other felines

	Primate exhibits feature a variety of monkeys and lemurs

	Bear exhibits allow visitors to observe black bears and their natural behaviors

	Animal encounters and feedings provide opportunities to learn more about the animals and their care



	Adults: 	All animal exhibits are engaging and educational for adults

	Keeper talks and animal demonstrations offer insights into animal behavior and conservation efforts

	Safari Club Restaurant provides a relaxing dining experience with a view of the zoo grounds




Amenities:

	Safari Cafe offers a variety of food and beverage options, including burgers, pizzas, and ice cream

	Gift shop sells souvenirs, toys, and animal-related merchandise

	Picnic areas are available for families who wish to bring their own food and enjoy a meal on the zoo grounds

	Stroller and wheelchair rentals are available at the zoo entrance

	Free parking is available on-site


Handicap accessibility: The Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo is committed to providing an accessible experience for all visitors. The following accommodations are available:

	Handicap parking is available near the entrance

	The zoo grounds are wheelchair accessible, with paved pathways throughout

	Wheelchair rentals are available at the zoo entrance

	Service animals are welcome in the zoo


Stroller rentals: Single and double strollers are available for rent at the zoo entrance on a first-come, first-served basis. Stroller rental fees are affordable, and rentals can be made for the entire day.

Other important information for visiting families:

	The zoo is open rain or shine, but some exhibits may close during inclement weather

	Visitors should wear comfortable walking shoes and bring sunscreen, hats, and water, especially during the summer months

	Some animal encounters and feedings require an additional fee and have limited availability, so it's best to check the schedule and make reservations in advance

	The zoo hosts special events throughout the year, such as "Boo at the Zoo" during Halloween and "Zoo Lights" during the holiday season


The Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo provides a fun and educational experience for families with children of all ages. With its diverse animal exhibits, interactive experiences, and welcoming amenities, it is a must-visit attraction for families vacationing in the Gulf Shores area.

[image: image]

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Fairhope Pier
[image: image]


(Southwest Alabama)
Address: 1 Beach Road, Fairhope, AL 36532 
Phone: (251) 928-1148 (Fairhope Welcome Center) 
Hours: Open 24/7 
Admission: Free

The Fairhope Pier is a beautiful and historic attraction that offers a variety of activities for families with children of different ages. The pier and surrounding area provide a scenic and relaxing environment for visitors to enjoy.

Activities and attractions for different age groups:

	Toddlers and young children: 	Strolling along the pier and enjoying the fresh air and scenic views

	Watching boats and marine life from the pier

	Playing in the adjacent park area, which features a playground and open spaces for running and playing

	Enjoying a picnic or snack in the park or on the pier benches



	Older children and teenagers: 	Fishing from the pier (fishing equipment can be rented nearby)

	Participating in outdoor activities like kite flying or frisbee in the park area

	Exploring the nearby downtown Fairhope area, which features shops, restaurants, and an ice cream parlor

	Attending festivals and events held on the pier throughout the year



	Adults: 	Enjoying scenic walks along the pier and taking in the beautiful views of Mobile Bay

	Fishing from the pier or nearby areas (fishing licenses required)

	Relaxing on benches and watching the sunset or sunrise over the water

	Visiting local shops, galleries, and restaurants in the charming downtown Fairhope area

	Attending concerts, art shows, and other events held on the pier




Amenities:

	Benches are located along the pier for visitors to sit and relax

	Trash receptacles are available to help keep the area clean

	Public restrooms are located in the adjacent park area

	Free parking is available near the pier and in the surrounding downtown area

	Fishing equipment rentals are available at nearby shops


Handicap accessibility: The Fairhope Pier and surrounding area are accessible for visitors with disabilities. The following accommodations are available:

	The pier is wheelchair accessible, with a flat, even surface

	Handicap parking is available in the nearby parking areas

	Public restrooms in the adjacent park area are ADA-compliant


Stroller accessibility: The pier is stroller-friendly, with a flat, even surface that is easy to navigate. Families with strollers can easily access the pier and enjoy a leisurely walk along the water.

Other important information for visiting families:

	The pier is open 24/7, allowing visitors to enjoy the area at any time of day

	Fishing from the pier does not require a license, but fishing in other areas may require a valid Alabama fishing license

	The pier and surrounding area can be breezy, so visitors should bring jackets or sweaters, especially during cooler months

	Sun protection, such as hats and sunscreen, is recommended for daytime visits

	Visitors should be mindful of posted rules and regulations, such as not climbing on the pier railings or leaving trash behind


The Fairhope Pier is a delightful destination that offers a perfect blend of relaxation, scenic beauty, and outdoor activities for families with children of all ages. With its rich history, stunning views, and convenient amenities, the pier is a must-visit attraction for those exploring the charming coastal town of Fairhope, Alabama.
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Bellingrath Gardens and Home
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(Theodore)
Address: 12401 Bellingrath Gardens Road, Theodore, AL 36582 
Phone: (251) 973-2217 
Hours: Daily from 8 AM to 5 PM (closed on major holidays) 
Admission: Adults $27.54, Children (5-12) $14.95, Children under 5 free
Bellingrath Gardens and Home is a beautiful and historic estate that offers a variety of activities and attractions for families with children of different ages. The gardens and home provide a stunning and educational environment for visitors to explore.

Activities and attractions for different age groups:

	Toddlers and young children: 	Exploring the colorful and fragrant flowers in the gardens

	Enjoying the serene atmosphere and beauty of nature

	Participating in scavenger hunts or garden-themed activities provided by the estate

	Picnicking on the beautiful grounds



	Older children and teenagers: 	Learning about the history and architecture of the Bellingrath Home during guided tours

	Discovering the diverse plant life and ecosystems in the gardens

	Participating in educational programs and workshops offered by the estate

	Enjoying outdoor activities like birdwatching or photography



	Adults: 	Admiring the stunning beauty and design of the formal gardens

	Touring the historic Bellingrath Home and learning about its antiques and artifacts

	Attending special events, such as the Magic Christmas in Lights or the Fall Outdoor Cascading Chrysanthemums display

	Relaxing and unwinding in the peaceful atmosphere of the gardens

	Participating in guided tours or workshops focused on gardening, history, or art




Amenities:

	Bellingrath Gift Shop offers a variety of souvenirs, plants, and garden-related items

	Magnolia Café serves lunch daily and offers a selection of sandwiches, salads, and desserts

	Picnic tables are available throughout the gardens for visitors who wish to bring their own food

	Restrooms and drinking fountains are located throughout the estate

	Ample parking is available on-site


Handicap accessibility: Bellingrath Gardens and Home is committed to providing an accessible experience for all visitors. The following accommodations are available:

	Handicap parking is available near the entrance

	The gardens feature paved pathways that are wheelchair accessible

	The first floor of the Bellingrath Home is wheelchair accessible

	Wheelchair rentals are available at the gift shop

	Service animals are welcome in the gardens and home


Stroller accessibility: The gardens feature paved pathways that are stroller-friendly, making it easy for families with young children to explore the estate. Strollers can be rented at the gift shop on a first-come, first-served basis.

Other important information for visiting families:

	The estate is open daily, but hours may vary by season, so it's best to check the website or call ahead

	Guided tours of the Bellingrath Home are offered throughout the day, with tickets available for purchase at the admissions building

	The Magic Christmas in Lights event is a popular attraction during the holiday season, featuring over 1,100 set pieces and 3 million lights

	The estate offers a variety of educational programs and workshops for visitors of all ages, including school field trips and summer camps

	Visitors should wear comfortable walking shoes and bring sunscreen, hats, and water, especially during the summer months


Bellingrath Gardens and Home is a must-visit destination for families with children of all ages. With its stunning gardens, historic home, and engaging educational programs, the estate offers a unique and enriching experience that combines natural beauty, history, and learning. Whether exploring the colorful gardens or discovering the antiques and artifacts in the Bellingrath Home, families will create lasting memories at this beautiful and serene attraction.
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