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INTRODUCTION
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Very little is known about Egyptian astrology except for one surviving design (or stela) discovered on the ceiling in the Temple of Hathor at Dendera in central Egypt. Now in the Louvre in Paris, this 12-inch stone disc was probably made around 50 BC, which was the end of the period known as the New Kingdom, the time of Cleopatra, when the Romans annexed Egypt to their empire. The artefact from Dendera shows that the zodiac was divided into 18 constellations represented by various animals. However, unlike the later Greeks, from whom we have inherited our present astrological signs, the Egyptians did not use these zodiac constellations for natal astrology. Their birth signs were determined by the Egyptian months of the year. The richly decorated stela of Dendera also shows the deities and creatures that presided over the months.



There are a number of different versions of the Egyptian calendar, but the one used for this book derives from the end of Ancient Egyptian history. At different periods throughout their history, the Egyptians altered the time of their new year and the start of each month. In the Old Kingdom, (2686–2181 BC) the year began on the Spring Equinox (21 March). Thus, the 12 months would each run (roughly) from the 21st–20th.



After various political upheavals, the Middle Kingdom began in 2040 BC and lasted until 1782 BC. During this time, the New Year coincided with the heliacal rising of the star Sirius (known in Egyptian as Sothis), which occurred in mid-July, so the months also began round about what is now the 15th of the month in our modern calendar. Also, beliefs and systems varied around the country, so during the Middle Kingdom, some areas stuck to the original calendar. There were also local variations on the deities associated with each month.



Because the early calendar followed a lunar cycle, as the years passed, they eventually became slightly ‘out’, so to remedy this, five extra, or ‘epagomenal’ days were added, to keep the years in line. They were placed between what is now 14–18 July. This, of course, is similar to our modern ‘leap year’, when an extra day is added to February every four years. The epagomenal days were seen as holy and the birthdays of particularly important gods, who were the children of the god Geb (the earth) and the goddess Nut (the sky). Although this legend and its symbols are not examined in depth in this system, as it relates to an earlier calendar than the one used here, they might be of special interest to those born on the same dates. The table below indicates which were the birthdays of which deities:






	14 July
	Osiris, Lord of the Underworld, and one of the most important gods.




	15 July
	Horus the Elder, a falcon god (not to be confused with Osiris’ own son of the same name, who presides over the months September to October)




	16 July
	Set, a god of chaotic forces, who was regarded with great veneration.




	17 July
	Isis, one of the premier goddesses of Ancient Egypt, regarded as ‘great in magic’. She became the wife of Osiris.




	18 July
	Nephthys. She became the wife of Set, but in legend also had a child with Osiris – the jackal-headed god, Anubis.









By the Late Kingdom, it had become firmly established that the year began with the inundation of the Nile on 29 August. By this time, the calendar had become more fully worked out, and the Dendera zodiac was crafted during this period.



The Egyptian year was always divided into three seasons of four months, rather than our four seasons of three months. Because of their climate, the Egyptians did not have a winter as we do. Their seasons were the Inundation, when the River Nile overflowed its banks and fertilized the land with rich, dark soil, the Growing Season, when the people farmed the land and the Harvest Season, when the crops were gathered in, and the year came to its blistering, parched close before the Inundation began the cycle again. Each of the 12 months of the year was ruled over by a different god or sacred creature. From inscriptions at the Temple of Hathor, we know that these divinities were thought to influence a person’s physical and mental attributes, just as today’s zodiac signs are thought to determine one’s personality and appearance. However, to date, no hieroglyphic inscriptions have been found to provide specific details concerning the characteristics of each sign.



This book attempts to reconstruct the characteristics of these Egyptian birth signs. From computer analysis of hundreds of volunteers who completed a detailed questionnaire about themselves, it was possible to determine the characteristics shared by those born in each Egyptian sign. From this survey it has been viable to do what has not been done for 2000 years – present a modern interpretation of the Egyptian birth signs.



Many people are fascinated by Ancient Egypt and feel drawn to its exotic spirituality. The gods themselves, mysterious creatures of sometimes bizarre appearance, inspire the imagination. We can find strength in the image of lioness-headed Sekhmet, lady of power and fire, and a lusty joy for life in the goddess of love, Hathor, who was sometimes depicted as a cow, although she was mostly represented in art as a beautiful woman. Jackal-headed Anubis is the weigher of hearts, while Ibis-headed Thoth presides over writing and wisdom. Each of the deities who govern the months of the year has particular characteristics and attributes. It could be said they have an ‘essence’, which flavours the month itself.



As well as character and relationships analysis, you’ll also find other information in each chapter, such as which stones, flowers, herbs, etc. are relevant to each sign. These correspondences are not drawn from Western astrology, but from the ancient system of the Tree of Life or Cabbala. The Cabbala was certainly used by the ancient Israelites but, more importantly in this case, modern archaeological discoveries made at Amarna in Central Egypt have suggested that this ancient magical system originated with the mysterious Egyptian pharaoh, Akhenaten. As the Cabbala provides a sensible and comprehensive ‘map’ of the universe and the human psyche, it seemed most appropriate to use this system as a basis for the sign correspondences.



At the end of each chapter, you’ll also find a small ‘working’. This is like a prayer or invocation that calls upon the ‘flavour’ of the month, the god or goddess who presides over it. You can commune with the deity of your particular sign at any time. For example, if you are a ‘Thoth’, born between 29 August and 27 September, you could perform the small working whenever you feel in need of calling upon Thoth’s divine help, for protection or inspiration. Thoth’s energy is of particular importance to creative people, journalists or writers. But what if you weren’t born in his sign? You can still ask Thoth for help, but preferably at the time of year when his influence is strongest, i.e. the month over which he rules. Thus, you can perform any of the workings, regardless of which sign you were born under.



For example, between the dates of 28 September and 27 October, the presiding deity is Horus. During this time, you can perform the Horus working to call upon his help, no matter what sign you are yourself. The deities have particular ‘specialities’, which sometimes might be of significance to you, but it’s important to remember that all the gods and goddesses share the qualities of protection and helpfulness, and can be called upon whenever you need their strength.



To perform a working, look at the correspondences for the sign. If we use Thoth as an example again, make sure you have the appropriate stone, flower, herb, etc. you need and construct a small altar by arranging these items around a central orange candle (Thoth’s colour). Coffee tables make particularly good altars! The Ancient Eygptians made offerings to their deities of food they believed the gods particularly liked. In keeping with this idea, place a relevant offering of food (in this case, a segmented orange), arranged in a small dish or bowl on your altar. The gods were also supposed to be extremely fond of perfume, so you should burn a scented oil, incense or joss stick of the pertinent flavour. Bark, leaves, fruit or flowers of Thoth’s personal tree can also be included in your altar arrangement. If you’re unable to gather all these items, don’t worry, just use as many as you can. Choose an incense flavour closest to the one given in the correspondences. Correspondences were very important to Ancient Egyptian priests. They believed that things of like colour or flavour shared the same magical properties, so you can use any orange flower if that’s all you can get.



You can add as many personal touches to the altar as you like, including a small statue of the deity (if you have one) or else a picture of him. (The hieroglyphic symbols for the gods that appear in each chapter can be used as templates, which you can copy.) You can use an altar cloth of the pertinent colour or place other items upon it that you feel are appropriate – for example, ornaments, feathers or stones of Thoth’s colour.



When you are ready, sit comfortably before your altar. Have some soft music playing in the background that seems right for the occasion. Breathe deeply and slowly for a minute or so with your eyes closed. This helps alter your state of consciousness, so you’re in the right, meditative frame of mind. Then, read out the prayer to Thoth. When you have finished, you can eat a segment of the orange, if you like. It is said that the gods can experience earthly pleasures through humans, so it’s like giving Thoth a taste of the fruit. Make an offering of what is left by casting it out over your garden, or some other patch of earth, for wild animals to consume.



The prayers for each sign have the same basic framework. I do not suggest they are word-for-word facsimiles of invocations used by Egyptian priests, but I have used known titles for the gods, and in some cases, literal Egyptian translations of some of those titles. In other cases, the use of an Egyptian-English dictionary provided the inspiration I needed. Basically, I took the information I had and expanded upon it, using my imagination. This is something you can do yourself too. If you want to, you can expand upon the given prayer to include particular things for which you would like help or inspiration. The most important aspect of doing work of this kind is the amount of your will and intention you put into it.



When you do a magical working, you are putting out your intentions into the universe, making a connection with the source of all, whether you believe that’s a mass of formless energy or a god or goddess. Gods are the masks worn by the universal life energy, so that we, as humans, can understand it and give it a face. Presented in this book are some of the more exotic faces of this energy, and I hope that in understanding a little of them so you will come to understand more about yourself.




Storm Constantine, 2001.



CHAPTER 1

THOTH
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29 AUGUST–27 SEPTEMBER
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O great Thoth, lord of the mind and guardian of learning, you are the bringer of knowledge to mankind.



From a first-century papyrus discovered in Alexandria.

The Ibis-headed god Thoth was the lord of the moon, and his name in Ancient Egyptian was Tehuti. He was the lord of time and the god of learning and imagination, presiding over scribes and knowledge. Accordingly, those born in this sign share an unusual combination of both the materialistic and the imaginative. One of the chief characteristics of the Thoth personality is to constantly question the world about them. They are both analytical and self-critical, sometimes to the extent of impeding progress. However, the Thoth can achieve remarkable results in a very short time.



In social circumstances the Thoth is often the one to initiate, plan and organize events. However, they can sometimes be a problem to others. Their interests can be so varied that they will change horses in mid stream and those who may have dropped everything to follow them can be left high and dry. This is not because they are insensitive: they naturally assume that others will be like themselves and update their interests if something more appropriate comes along. However, when they are working professionally on behalf of others, the Thoth’s altruism means that they will see a task through to its conclusion to the very best of their ability.



Although the Thoth may express a keen interest in the arts, they rarely enjoy concerts or theatre, becoming restless when forced to remain seated for any length of time. Their own interests being original, they enjoy mental rather than physical pastimes. Thoth people seldom join societies, preferring to create their own amusement. Thoths are reluctant leaders, usually preferring to go it alone. Blessed with an abundance of mental energy, they are capable of handling most tasks that befall them. They also have the enviable capacity to land on their feet should a crisis occur.

POSITIVE CHARACTERISTICS

The Thoth has great versatility. Endowed with an alert mind and an excellent memory, they are capable of solving many problems that others find difficult. They are especially precise regarding minute detail. Neat and methodical, they take pride in their work. In business, they work best alone, being capable of long periods of devoted activity. Philosophical interests are a marked feature, with considerable originality of ideas.

NEGATIVE CHARACTERISTICS

If an enterprise fails the Thoth may become oversensitive and quick to take offence. Pessimism is usual for a Thoth who has suffered a setback and the response is generally to withdraw, accepting further problems as if they somehow deserve them. Although critical of themselves, they dislike being criticized by others and are usually the last people to take advice. Extravagance and impatience can lead to financial problems.

APPEARANCE

Thoth people usually have an upright appearance, smooth complexion with warm, attractive eyes. Often large, the eyes are commonly the most striking feature of the Thoth. They tend to be slim with sharp or angular features. Usually they retain a youthful appearance well into middle age. Even the worry lines that are likely to appear on their faces make them look wiser rather than older.

HEALTH

The parts of the body readily prone to infection are the stomach and abdomen; indigestion and intestinal difficulties are invariably complaints of this group. Nervous disorders may also be in evidence and hypochondria is common. Leave them to browse through a medical dictionary and before long they think they’re coming down with everything under the sun. Strangely enough, the Thoth is often the bravest sign when it comes to genuine illness. If they do fall sick or face injury, they cope well and may even continue with their normal routine against medical advice. However, Thoth is a sign of good health and those born in this cycle are usually fit and trim.

WORDS OF ADVICE

As this is a sign of versatility, the Thoth should remain focused on one job at a time, rather than numerous problems simultaneously. Their greatest drawback is that they have too many interests, ideas, and skills to devote themselves sufficiently to a single project. Their hypercritical side badly needs controlling, as does their touchiness about being criticised themselves. Extremely sensitive to criticism, the Thoth is often distracted or dissuaded by adverse opinion. They should concentrate more on what they are doing and worry less about what others may think. They must also learn to control the desire to overspend. Although their generosity is admirable, extravagance is always a risk. More than any other sign, money burns a hole in the Thoth’s pocket.

SUITABLE OCCUPATIONS

Writing professions, such as journalism, can be ideal for the Thoth as those born in this sign have inquiring and critical minds. Indeed, in Egyptian mythology Thoth was the scribe of the gods. Being natural entertainers, acting or performing of any kind can be a fitting career for the Thoth. They can also become accomplished musicians. Their outgoing personality and highly developed social skills also makes those born in this sign ideally suited for careers in sales or public relations. In fact, their eloquence coupled with a flair for the dramatic makes the Thoth an excellent representative for the causes of others and so lawyers, agents and entertainment managers are often born in this sign. As Thoth was also the god of learning, men and women of this sign can make excellent teachers and lecturers, with inventive ways of making their subject matter interesting for students.

THE THOTH AT WORK

Thoths are practical, industrious and conscientious about their work, being particularly methodical in the way they go about it. Walking encyclopaedias, the Thoth’s hobbies are often related to their jobs. The Thoth’s inability to relax means that, where possible, they take their work home with them. They have no intention of knocking off the moment the working day ends. Unlike signs who find the thought of after-hours work disagreeable, the Thoth usually enjoys it. The Thoth works best in short, sharp bursts, however, and dislikes being tied down to rules and regulations.

THE THOTH WOMAN

You will not catch a Thoth woman slopping around the house in a tracksuit or dressing gown. She always appears immaculate from the moment the day begins. Her home will be tastefully furnished and uncluttered, with a preference for light, open and airy rooms. The only cluttered place in her home will be her medicine cupboard which is likely to be crammed with bottles of pills and a well-stocked first-aid kit. Like their male counterparts, Thoth women tend to be hypochondriacs.



Thoth women are practical and realistic regarding relationships. They never expect too much and are prepared to work towards a long and happy marriage. If a relationship fails, however, they are well prepared to move on, providing they know that the situation is really hopeless. Seldom holding grudges, the Thoth woman does not infer rejection from the break-up of a relationship and copes well with matrimonial problems.

THE THOTH MAN

Although somewhat fussy or faddy, the Thoth man is a good socializer. At ease in the company of both sexes, he has an entertaining sense of humour and a versatile character, making him the soul of any party. However, the Thoth often gives the impression that he is not quite sharing the spirit of the occasion. Not that he appears rude or disinterested; rather, he is usually thinking of more than one thing at once.



In domestic life the Thoth man is neat and tidy, unable to concentrate if he is surrounded by muddle. He makes a good husband for the woman who wants her partner to do their fair share of the housework. Taking great care to get to know his prospective partner well before plunging into marriage, the Thoth is usually faithful in a relationship, making certain that one has ended before another begins. He will not shirk his obligations to an ex-partner, neither will he knowingly be responsible for breaking up someone else’s marriage.

THE THOTH PARENT

Thoths make good parents and take a keen interest in their children’s education. They bring up their children with concern and kindness, are seldom strict and refrain from any form of punishment unless absolutely necessary. The Thoth treats the child as they would treat an adult, always prepared to explain why something should be done in a particular way. Indeed, Thoths set their children a good example with their tidy habits and considerate manners.

THE THOTH CHILD

Thoths can be difficult children. Although they seldom find themselves in serious trouble, or have a negative attitude to life, the Thoth child is hyperactive. They rarely sit still and are always inquisitive. They are forever inventing new games to play and sometimes they will even break a toy to modify it for some other purpose. Their creative imagination earns them many friends but often leads to quarrels with parents or elders. In short, the Thoth child can be extremely tiring.



Thoth children are hardly ever rude and are perhaps the most polite young people of any sign. Unfortunately, their sense of humour can get them into trouble, even though their pranks are not deliberately destructive, cruel or malicious. Paradoxically, the same good-humoured jesting by the Thoth adult often results in considerable popularity. At school, the Thoth child may have the ability to be top of the class, although they are often distracted by their restless nature. ‘Has the ability to do much better’ or ‘fools around in class’ are often the words on their school reports. However, although they may not do so well during term time, when it comes to examinations the Thoth invariably makes up for it, being capable of intense revising.

THE THOTH FRIEND

Thoths are generous and entertaining friends. Never short of new ideas, they are fun to be with: perhaps the best people with whom to share a night out. They are also a mine of information, having so many varied interests and experiences that they can keep you engrossed for hours. They have good manners and never cause embarrassment in mixed company.



Sometimes, however, Thoths can be a trial. You may be feeling tired, or in need of peace and quiet, and along comes the Thoth with another great idea. Thoths just can’t relax: they have to keep busy, and see to it that you too are kept on the go. Although they have the best of intentions, there are times when the Thoth will be critical of their friends, expecting too much of others. However, Thoths offer constructive advice. All the same, it must be acknowledged that Thoths are hair-splitters, and


THE THOTH PARTNER




THOTH AND OTHER SIGNS

AFFINITY SIGNS




PROBLEM SIGNS




OTHER SIGNS





FATE AND FORTUNE


THOTH 29 AUGUST – 27 SEPTEMBER:


HORUS 28 SEPTEMBER – 27 OCTOBER:


WADJET 28 OCTOBER – 26 NOVEMBER:


SEKHMET 27 NOVEMBER – 26 DECEMBER:


THE SPHINX 27 DECEMBER – 25 JANUARY:


SHU 26 JANUARY – 24 FEBRUARY:


ISIS 25 FEBRUARY – 26 MARCH:


OSIRIS 27 MARCH – 25 APRIL:


AMUN 26 APRIL – 25 MAY:


HATHOR 26 MAY – 24 JUNE:


THE PHOENIX 25 JUNE – 24 JULY:


ANUBIS 25 JULY – 28 AUGUST:


THOTH CORRESPONDENCES






	STONE
	CARNELIAN



	TREE
	QUINCE



	FOOD
	ORANGE



	HERB
	THYME



	FLOWER
	MARIGOLD










	COLOUR
	ORANGE



	LUCKY NUMBER
	8



	INCENSE
	LAVENDER



	ANIMAL
	IBIS



	SYMBOL
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FAMOUS THOTHS




THOTH WORKING
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