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FOREWORD BY ARNE SLOT

By the time I first arrived at Liverpool in the summer of 2024, I already knew all about the standards of Liverpool Football Club. For me, as a football fanatic and a Match of the Day devotee growing up in Holland, Liverpool’s story was one that people from my kind of background were always going to be aware of, particularly if, like me, you had a football mad father who knew all about the club’s glory years. The most basic standard has never changed – if you are involved at Liverpool as a coach, a player, a member of staff or a supporter, the expectation is that you will collectively compete to win trophies. This was something that excited me when I first arrived and, if anything, having won the Premier League title and experienced just what it means, it excites me even more now.

The latest story that has been told, of course, is the one that you will read about on these pages. The 2024/25 season was a tough and challenging campaign that pushed us to our limits and demanded that we find answers to so many difficult questions. I would like to say it was enjoyable from start to finish but the reality is that when you are being tested as much as we were, the enjoyment is to be found in the outcomes, the togetherness and the special moments more than the process. This, though, is what makes it all worthwhile. When you know you have had to work incredibly hard to achieve something and that you have had to come through some difficult periods, it makes the feeling of success even more special.

There were many lessons along the way. Going back to the opening day of the season, I found out that the demands of the Premier League were going to be more exacting than anything I had experienced previously. Newly promoted Ipswich Town pushed us all the way and we had to reach deep within ourselves to find a way to win. That we managed to do so was another important lesson, although not an especially new one as I knew the team Jürgen Klopp had left behind had a really strong culture that had been built up over many years. I also learned that it is an expectation at Liverpool that the manager goes over to thank the travelling fans after the game. This was new to me and my preference previously had been to leave the players who had earned the victory to celebrate with the supporters but once I understood this tradition it became part of my post-match activities and thankfully it was something I was able to do a lot.
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Above left: The players share their joy at winning the league with fans on the Kop following the title-clinching victory over Tottenham Hotspur.

Above right: The breathtaking sight that greeted the team ahead of the season finale against Crystal Palace.



From that day on, I was also aware of the difference our supporters can and do make. Fans of all clubs sing, they all back their team and they all feel the same sense of joy and disappointment depending on the result. What is different at Liverpool is the depth of their passion. It means so, so much to our fans that there are times when you feel like you can reach out and touch the passion. The entire second half against Brighton at Anfield, the reaction to going down to ten men against Fulham, the noise that followed West Ham’s late equaliser, the away ends at so many places – Manchester United, Brighton, Chelsea, Manchester City and more. Tottenham at home on the day we became champions defies description. Each in their own way was a powerful example of what this club means to our fans and it played a massive part in what we were able to achieve.

In this respect – and many others – Liverpool is a club of the people. At AXA, Anfield, the club offices and every other location where we have staff, the people are the club. I sometimes think that this is forgotten when Liverpool Football Club is mentioned because it is not just an organisation, it is a title that embodies the people who are there at a particular point in time. Again, from the moment I arrived right up to the moment that we lifted the Premier League trophy and beyond, I knew that the people who work for Liverpool are very special indeed. Their commitment to the cause, professionalism, expertise and passion – there’s that word again – shine out every single day. Those of us who are in the public eye might get the limelight but the greatness of this club is not just found in the dressing room, it is also to be found in all of the offices, meeting rooms, distribution centres, playing fields and community centres where our people are working so, so hard for Liverpool FC. It is the coach drivers, the laundry staff, the kitchen workers, the community coaches, the workforce at the Foundation, the security staff. I could go on and on but you get my point – without all of these different people, Liverpool could not be what it is. This is why the success we had in my first season is a success for everyone who played their part on and off the pitch.
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Above left: You’ll Never Walk Alone… Liverpool’s renowned twelfth man once again backed the team vociferously throughout the glorious 2024/25 campaign. .

Above right: Arne Slot, the first Dutch manager to win the Premier League, keeps a firm grip on the trophy during the victory parade around the city.



 That is the culture of this club. Everybody who is here in whatever capacity is focused on helping us to win. Again, this goes back to the standards I have already mentioned. At times, those standards can be challenging, especially after we have failed to take three points in a game that we are expected to win, but they are what makes Liverpool FC what it is. Embracing these standards is crucial. We do not get to make excuses or be put off by whatever advantages others might have. We have to focus only on making this club the best that it can possibly be. Without this, would Liverpool have been as successful as it has been over the course of its history? I very much doubt it. So, in rising to this challenge and becoming champions, we have lived up to what is expected of us as the current representatives of Liverpool. The demands do not stop there, of course, but this is something that should continue to inspire us. Winning is great but winning again and again is even better.

Above all else, whatever we do is done in the name of our people. If you are reading this book, the strong likelihood is that you have played your part by supporting the club in one way or another. Hopefully reliving the moments that led to Liverpool becoming Premier League champions for the 20th time will only make you want more success. There is a saying that I first heard not long after I first came here which states, “When Liverpool win, we all win.” I do not know how common it is or how much it is used but I like it a lot because it captures what this club is about. We are defined by success and we are motivated by it. We know also that winning is a collective act, both in how it is achieved and how it is celebrated. That is the story of the 2024/25 season for us. I hope you enjoy reading about it.

You’ll Never Walk Alone.

Arne Slot, May 2025




INTRODUCTION

It was the late, great Bill Shankly who best explained where Liverpool Football Club’s priorities lie in terms of bringing silverware back to Anfield.

Sat in the trophy room of the old main stand during the summer of 1973, the club’s modern-day founding father was reflecting on a season in which Liverpool had been crowned champions for a then record-equalling eighth time and won the UEFA Cup, their first European trophy.

Asked about his future ambitions for the Reds, he replied: “I would like to win the European Cup, naturally, because that is the ultimate in Europe. But the main thing, our bread and butter, is this…”

As the camera began panning to the right, he pointed. Perched proudly on the table next to him was the recently won League Championship trophy.

“And that’s what we want to win all the time,” he continued. “Never mind Europe. I’m glad of Europe, it’s been a great thing for Liverpool, a great thing for the country. But this is our bread and butter, and this is what we want.”

Fast forward five decades, with the club having conquered the continent six times, the world once and being fresh from a now record-equalling 20th top-flight title triumph, Shankly’s sentiments still resonate.

“He knew the club even better than I know it at the moment,” says Liverpool’s current head coach Arne Slot. “But what I noticed from the first day I came in was that winning the league would be the most special trophy we could win. I think I felt that throughout the whole season. Although we were all very disappointed when we were knocked out [of the Champions League] by Paris Saint-Germain, we always felt there was a bigger goal to achieve.”

Shankly, a three-time champion manager, would have nodded approvingly. For all the glamour associated with glory in the cup competitions, winning the league is rightly regarded as the greatest achievement in club football. It is the ultimate test of endurance. A nine-month slog, the course of which can vary from week to week.

Since 1992 it has been known as the Premier League, but for the first 100 years of the club’s existence, it was the Football League First Division Championship. And while everyone at Anfield is extremely proud of the club’s status as this country’s standard bearer on foreign shores, the true barometer of success continues to be its domestic ‘bread and butter’.

When Liverpool claimed the first of its top-flight titles in 1901, the football landscape was unrecognisable to what we know today. There were no international tournaments or lucrative trips abroad, and the FA Cup was considered the most prestigious cup competition in the world.
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Above left: Anfield in the early 20th century. The photograph is taken from the terrace that would later become the world-famous Spion Kop.

Above right: Liverpool principal owner John W. Henry, chairman Tom Werner, CEO Billy Hogan and FSG President Mike Gordon celebrate the 2024/25 Premier League title success, alongside head coach Arne Slot.



Media attention was restricted to just a few column inches on the back page of the local newspaper, while players were paid a modest wage, relative to the average working man, and lived in terraced houses close to the ground.

Anfield’s capacity was roughly 20,000 and the majority of supporters were local dockers who braved the elements to stand on uncovered terraces. The Spion Kop was yet to be built, and ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ would not be heard for another six decades.

Liverpool, at this time, were commonly known as ‘The Livers’ and had only been wearing red for five years. Prior to that, they’d worn blue and white halved shirts that once belonged to near neighbours Everton, who were then viewed as the foremost club in the city.

Being crowned champions for the first time was the start of redressing that balance. It put Liverpool on the map and began the club’s steady growth in strength and stature that allowed it to become the most successful club in the country decades later.

Come the early 1920s Liverpool had already risen to third in the race to be the ‘champion of champions’, behind early pioneers Sunderland and Aston Villa. Arsenal then took over that mantle, but Liverpool drew level with them in 1966, and again in 1973, before the Reds pulled clear with what was a remarkable, and then unprecedented, period of dominance.

Football was now very much part of British working-class culture and immensely popular, whether that be attending games in person, at grounds that were still predominantly terraced, or watching edited highlights on television. Although commercialism was slowly creeping in, with shirt advertising and million-pound player transfers, it was a pastime that remained affordable to the masses. With crowds averaging between forty and fifty thousand, Liverpool were one of the best supported clubs, as well as one of the most successful.

This was also the era when the Reds reigned supreme in Europe, claiming the first four of their six continental crowns, but priorities never shifted. Graeme Souness, who played in and captained winning teams in both competitions, reiterates that the League Championship was always the number one target:

“When I was a player at Liverpool, that was always the most important trophy to win,” he told Liverpool.com. “Winning the European Cup was great: you’d go on a summer’s evening to one of the most glamorous cities in Europe and as a one-off it was unbeatable. But the staff – Ronnie Moran, Joe Fagan, Bob Paisley – thought winning the league said more about you as an individual and collectively.”

When Kenny Dalglish led Liverpool to further championship success in 1990, it was the 18th time the trophy had resided at Anfield, a tally double that of their nearest competitors, Arsenal.

It seemed inconceivable that the record could be surpassed, but no-one could have anticipated the long wait that preceded number 19, during which time Alex Ferguson’s Manchester United not only matched Liverpool’s achievement but overtook them, raising the bar of domestic titles to 20.

As the all-conquering Liverpool team of the seventies and eighties discovered to their cost, though, nothing lasts forever. Success comes in cycles. Dalglish’s sudden resignation in 1991 was a major factor behind the decline. Ageing stars were then not adequately replaced and the club failed to fully capitalise on the financial benefits that came with the formation of the Premier League. As competitors, like United, grew stronger, Liverpool were left trailing in their wake.

There were shoots of recovery in the 2000s and the club’s name was put firmly back on the continental map when Rafael Benítez oversaw an incredible victory in the 2005 Champions League. Domestic league success, however, continued to frustratingly elude them until Jürgen Klopp ended the Reds’ longest wait for a title in 2020.

Unfortunately, Liverpool’s re-emergence under Klopp coincided with the rise of Manchester City as the new dominant force. Backed by significant financial investment and with Pep Guardiola at the helm, City became the new benchmark for success and sent records tumbling on their way to four successive Premier League crowns.

Liverpool, though, remain the only club to have lifted top-flight titles in eight separate decades. Constant themes define each of their crowning seasons, featuring familiar traits built around a set of core values that have been passed down through the generations.

At the heart of this is a sense of continuity and community, of everyone pulling in the same direction to achieve the desired goal, whether it be the players on the pitch, the manager and his coaches on the touchline, the directors in the boardroom and staff behind the scenes, or the thousands of fans that pack the stands.

As a collective, they embrace an ethos that inspires a mentality of hard work and humility, of never giving up and confounding the doubters, and, ultimately, of winning in a dignified and stylish manner.

It is now known as the ‘Liverpool Way’, a term born out of Anfield’s legendary Boot Room, which was the epicentre of the club’s most dominant period of success during the halcyon days of the sixties, seventies and eighties. But it goes beyond that. It transcends all eras of the club’s history and is as prevalent today as it always was: from Tom Watson’s inaugural team of champions in 1901 to Slot’s title-winners of 2025, not forgetting all those in between.

There are so many parallels to be drawn across every one of our triumphant league campaigns, with inspirational leadership and world-class talent always being the core ingredient to this success. Opposing teams have been majestically swept aside and vital victories snatched from the jaws of defeat. Sometimes the race has been a procession. On other occasions it’s required an unexpected late charge. Doubts and despair. Drama and delight. All of which eventually culminated in that momentous realisation when the club could bask in the glory of being champions once again.

Which brings us back to another of Shankly’s many famous quotes: “Liverpool Football Club exists to win trophies.”

The trophy we have won most is the one we’re celebrating now. Winning top-flight league titles has long been part of Liverpool’s DNA and will continue to be so. This book tells the story behind that by lifting the lid on how the club rose from humble origins at a primitive Anfield to the peak of English football, and how the class of 2024/25, performing in a state-of-the-art 61,000 capacity stadium, became the latest in a long line of LFC champions.

With exclusive interviews from the players and managers at the heart of this historic season offering behind-the-scenes access to all its most pivotal moments, and with comparisons between those moments and significant games from the club’s previous title-winning campaigns, it reveals how Slot’s team achieved number 20 through standing on the shoulders of all those who came before, as well as the lessons that inspired our 2024/25 champions to success.

This is a season that will live long in the memory – from the long unbeaten runs to the emphatic wins, from the thrilling comebacks and euphoric late goals to the unforgettable scenes of celebration and the glorious trophy lift that are now firmly embedded in Kop folklore – and this book celebrates it all.

We are Liverpool and, for the 20th time, we are the undisputed best team in the country. This is our story. A story of the champions.
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1900/01

MANAGER: TOM WATSON

[image: An early Liverpool football team, 1900-01, in the 2-3-5 formation. Goalkeeper: Bill Perkins. Defenders: Tom Robertson and Billy Dunlop. Midfielders: Charlie Wilson, Alex Raisbeck and Bill Goldie. Forwards: Jack Cox, Johnny Walker, Sam Raybould, Charlie Satterthwaite and Tommy Robertson.]

MOST REGULAR STARTING XI *

Also Featured: Andy McGuigan, John Glover, John Hunter, Maurice Parry, Rab Howell, Thomas John Hunter, John Davies

* Based on the players who made the most appearances in their respective positions.



THE CONQUERING HEROES

Liverpool Football Club was founded by John Houlding in 1892 amid the fallout of a bitter split in the ranks of Everton Football Club.

The club made rapid strides under the guidance of William Barclay and John McKenna in its first seasons, but the seeds of its inaugural League success were sown in 1896 when the legendary Tom Watson, a three-time title-winning manager at Sunderland, was recruited to take charge of team affairs. Watson was a visionary who completely revolutionised the club. Widely renowned for his tactical nous and motivational skills, he was ahead of his time with the innovative training techniques he implemented and for insisting his players followed a strict diet. His leadership would ensure that, just nine years after kicking their first ball, Liverpool Football Club, now playing in red shirts, rose to the pinnacle of the English game with a First Division Championship triumph that set the tone for future generations at Anfield.

One of Watson’s first major signings was the inspirational defender Alex Raisbeck in May 1898. It was around him that Liverpool’s first team of champions was constructed.

With Raisbeck on the team, in 1899 the club had come close to securing their first crown, only denied by a crushing 5–0 defeat to Aston Villa in a final day title decider. The following year, Raisbeck was made into the club’s captain; with him leading by example from the back, the dependable Bill Perkins between the sticks, Scotland international Billy Dunlop at full-back, flying winger Jack Cox and promising goal-poacher Sam Raybould in their ranks, the Liverpool team that kicked off the 1900/01 season was considered to be their most formidable yet.

This was the era of the handlebar moustache, when teams travelled to away games by train or horse-drawn wagonette. Anfield held just 20,000 and during the week goats grazed on the grass-covered terraces. In the newspapers, the headlines were dominated by the impending end of Queen Victoria’s reign and the Boer War in South Africa, where many Liverpudlian soldiers were engaged in combat.

It was also an era in which hopes were high that ‘the Livers’, as they were often referred to in the press at the time, could go one better than two seasons before.

The season got off to a perfect start when Blackburn Rovers were beaten 3–0 at Anfield. Then came a 2–1 victory at Stoke City and an emphatic 5–0 drubbing of West Brom, making it three wins out of three for Watson’s men.

A 1–1 draw in the derby at Goodison Park towards the end of October brought the 100 per cent win record to an end. The following week, title favourites Sunderland inflicted Liverpool’s first defeat of the season. Notts County and Wolves emulated that feat, causing the Reds to briefly slip out of the chasing pack, before an impressive 5–1 hammering of fellow challengers Aston Villa on 29 December restored faith around Anfield.
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Liverpool’s first top-flight champions, pictured in the summer of 1901.

Following a further three defeats at the turn of the year, even the most optimistic of Liverpudlians would have thought the title was out of reach. By mid-February, Liverpool languished in eighth place, nine points adrift of leaders Nottingham Forest. But, with what was to become a trademark of Championship-winning Liverpool teams of the future, an impressive late surge saw them emerge from the wilderness to gatecrash the race.

On 23 February, Watson took the team to his former club Sunderland and no doubt returned home with a wry smile of satisfaction on his face after a lone Cox goal secured a crucial 1–0 win that was to prove the catalyst for a formidable unbeaten run. Wolves, Villa and Newcastle were all beaten as the Reds slowly made their way back up the table, and Raybould’s 75th-minute winner against second-placed Notts County at Anfield in early April moved them to within five points of new league leaders Sunderland. With three games in hand, the title pendulum was swinging ominously towards the red half of Merseyside.

Victory over Sheffield United on Easter Monday, thanks to another goal from leading marksman Raybould, saw Liverpool draw level at the top. The season came to an exciting climax with Nottingham Forest also still vying for top position. But when they visited Anfield on the last Saturday of the campaign, goals from Cox and Bill Goldie ended their title ambitions and kept the Reds’ pursuit of the crown alive.

Three days earlier Sunderland had completed their programme and still topped the table courtesy of a slightly better goal average, so the destiny of the 1900/01 championship hung on the outcome of Liverpool’s final game away to West Brom on Monday 29 April.

Just one point would be sufficient for the Reds as they played away against the already relegated Albion.
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Above left: Full-back Billy Dunlop, an early Liverpool legend who made 33 appearances in the 1900/01 title-winning season.

Above right: The club’s first superstar and captain of the 1901 First Division champions, Alex Raisbeck.



The doomed Baggies were expected to roll over and hand Liverpool the title on a plate, but that could not have been further from the truth. Straight from the first whistle they fought as if their lives depended on it. Liverpool were relieved to go in at the interval one ahead, the vital goal coming via Johnny Walker after a Raybould shot had been parried by the Baggies keeper. The second half saw the home side bombard Bill Perkins in the Liverpool goal, but the Reds managed to hold out to clinch the points and, more importantly, their first Division One title.

It was a deserved triumph and a perfect riposte to those who had written off Liverpool’s chances earlier in the season. Perkins, Goldie and Robertson were ever-present, Raybould topped the scoring charts with 16 goals, and Raisbeck more than justified his reputation as the club’s first real superstar.

In summing up the season, the Liverpool Echo wrote: “It was a tussle between Liverpool and Sunderland up to the last day of the season, but the Anfield men never faltered. Since the beginning of the year they have only twice gone under. This is a great achievement.”

After the win at West Brom, the newly crowned champions returned to Central station later that evening where thousands of fans were waiting to greet them. “What a night,” recalled Raisbeck in later years. “We were unprepared for what was awaiting us at Liverpool. I should imagine there was a crowd of 50–60,000 packed in front of the station, and right along, nearly as far as Lime Street.”

The victorious captain was carried shoulder high through the crowded streets, while a drum and fife band provided the perfect soundtrack to the moment with a rousing rendition of ‘The Conquering Hero’. The players and directors eventually made their way back to Anfield by horse-drawn carriage and the League Championship was proudly placed in the trophy cabinet for the first, but by no means the last, time.

[image: Football League table for the 1900-01 season with 18 teams and 34 matches per team. Liverpool are champions with 19 wins, 7 draws, 8 losses, 59 goals for, 35 goals against and 45 points. Sunderland, also with 45 points, are runners-up. Relegated teams: Preston North End and West Bromwich Albion.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION




1905/06

MANAGER: TOM WATSON

[image: An early Liverpool football team, 1905-06, in the 2-3-5 formation. Goalkeeper: Sam Hardy. Defenders: Alf West and Billy Dunlop. Midfielders: Maurice Parry, Alex Raisbeck and James Bradley. Forwards: Arthur Goddard, Bobby Robinson, Joe Hewitt, Sam Raybould and Jack Cox.]

MOST REGULAR STARTING XI

Also featured: John Carlin, Jack Parkinson, Ned Doig, Tom Chorlton, George Latham, James Garside, David Murray, George Fleming, James Gorman, Harry Griffiths



RISE OF THE RED MEN

A tumultuous series of events bridged the gap between Liverpool’s maiden league championship success and their second.

In March 1902, less than twelve months after seeing his side crowned champions for the first time, the club’s founding father John Houlding passed away while on holiday in France. The news shook Anfield to its core and not even matters on the pitch could lift the mood of despondency. Hampered by a new Football League ruling, Liverpool surrendered their title meekly in the 1901/1902 season, finishing a disappointing 11th in the table.

In an attempt to prevent wealthier clubs from dominating the league by outspending their rivals, player salaries had been capped at £4 a week and signing-on fees limited to £10. Liverpool had previously been able to pay much more, and so their chances of attracting the top talent were drastically reduced.

They tried to circumnavigate the rules by offering players jobs on the staff, for which they would be paid extra. Captain Alex Raisbeck was a notable beneficiary of this and was apparently also employed to inspect the public notice boards that advertised the club’s upcoming fixtures around the city.

Through this the club managed to keep hold of many key players. In addition to Raisbeck, Billy Dunlop, Jack Cox and Sam Raybould – all mainstays of the club’s success in 1901 – remained





[image: ]
Bootle-born Jack Parkinson, a prolific goalscorer for the Reds in the early 1900s.
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The 1905/06 Football League champions, captured with their haul of trophies from a memorable season.
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Arthur Goddard (left) and Joe Hewitt (right), key figures in Liverpool’s title-winning team of 1906.






[image: Football League table for the 1905-06 season with 20 teams and 38 matches per team. Champions: Liverpool with 23 wins, 5 draws, 10 losses, 79 goals for, 46 goals against and 51 points. Preston North End, with 47 points, are runners-up. Relegated teams: Nottingham Forest and Wolverhampton Wanderers.]
VIEW FULL DESCRIPTION
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WOOLWICH ARSENAL
SHEFFIELD UNITED
SUNDERLAND

DERBY COUNTY
NOTTS COUNTY
BURY
MIDDLESBROUGH
NOTTINGHAM FOREST
'WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS
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