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There's a scene in the movie The Bourne Identity that really struck me and has stayed with me ever since. At one point in the movie, Jason Bourne realizes that the police are closing in on him. In this instant, making a split-second decision, he drops his handgun on the sidewalk—which leaves him unarmed—and walks quickly away.

That short scene struck me because that decision, with its life-and-death implications for his future, was made in a fraction of a second; and then he walked away, never looking back. In that moment, he threw away a handgun, worth hundreds of dollars, knowing that it would leave him unarmed. In that moment, he understood—with clarity and finality—that what had been valuable, even vital, to him in the past, was now a liability. If he held onto it, it would be a hindrance to him on the journey he must now face.

At this time, more than any other time in our lives, I believe it is vitally important for us to drop anything that will not help us reach the fullness of our purpose. That may even mean dropping something that helped us get to where we are now. Even if it was valuable in getting us where we are, if it will not help us on the path ahead, we must be almost merciless in dropping it and moving forward. Otherwise it could weigh us down and hinder us from reaching our destiny as we press on to what lies ahead. Some things that got us where we are now could actually become hindrances to us in the future.

If there is one passage of Scripture that seems to be the "Word for the Moment" for me, it is this one from Philippians chapter 3 (AMP):


"I do not consider, brethren, that I have captured and made it my own [yet]; but one thing I do [it is my one aspiration]: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ Jesus is calling us upward."


What lies ahead of us is of such priceless worth that it should totally eclipse concerns about the past. As Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their dead. You come and follow me.” (A paraphrase of Matthew 8:22)

Remember Lot’s Wife

In another time of urgency, many years ago, it became imperative for Lot and his family to leave their home suddenly and face an unknown future without looking back. There was no more time to give to things that had occupied them in previous days. But in the urgent scramble to leave, Lot’s wife was unable to walk away from those things of her recent past without looking back. Consequently, she became a pillar of salt... literally. We likewise become pillars of salt figuratively, unable to move on, if we cannot drop those things of the past that were so valuable and vital at the time, and walk away from them for the sake of the greater purpose that lies ahead of us.

As Rick Joyner says, “"If we are still looking back, we are not ready to go forward."

In speaking of the days we are living in, Jesus reminded us of the example of Lot’s wife:


“In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.”—Luke 17:31-33 (NKJV)


The Nitty Gritty

For my life, in practical terms, this means uncluttering my living space. This is requiring a big adjustment for me, and one that is not comfortable, but the prize that lies ahead of me is worth it. Regarding my possessions, this means that I need to get rid of anything that does not have practical value for the journey ahead. I will hold on to things that have priceless sentimental value, like my grandfather’s pocket knife, but for everything else, if it does not have potential to help me on my journey ahead it needs to be removed from my living space. And that needs to happen without delay. If it has significant value, I plan to sell it. If not, then I plan to give it away or trash it. I have spent way too much time providing space and time in my life for things that may have contributed to my life in important ways in the past, but no longer fill a real need. I can no longer afford to spend my time managing things of the past.

I recently had a dream that I had taken my old yearbook to a high school reunion. In the course of the event, I had gone outside. When I came back inside, my yearbook was gone. It was nowhere to be found. The dream ended as I watched people in a line that was not moving. One of the guys in the line had a yearbook in his hands. He turned to me and began reminiscing about fun times in the past.

The yearbook represented memories of my past—some good, some bad. At first, I was panicked about losing my yearbook, but after thinking it over, I realized that I never look though my yearbook anyway. It just takes up space on a shelf. In reality, it would be no serious loss if I really did lose my high school yearbook. But it would be a great tragedy to be one of those who continues to live in the past, never moving forward in life, as if trapped in a line of people that are going nowhere.

The message of the dream was not to throw away my yearbook, but to lay the past aside in order to focus wholeheartedly on pursuing God’s great purpose that lies ahead of me.

Uncluttering my life also means cutting out activities that waste my time. The relatively short time that I have left in my life is extremely valuable, and it needs to count for something long-term.

Recently, in my time of prayer, I felt that the Spirit of God spoke this word to me. I certainly don’t give the same weight to prophetic words as I do to Scripture, but I do think that there is some wisdom contained in these words:


“Your life is still cluttered. Your time and energy is being robbed by things that will not matter for eternity. Your time and energy are being given to things that will not reward you in any lasting way. Be discerning. Just as you take every thought captive, be diligent to take every moment captive, making sure that what you are doing at any given moment is the absolute best use of your time in regards to eternal significance, eternal rewards, and eternal impact.”


People are the Exception

Freeing ourselves of clutter does not include people. There is a false teaching advocated by some ministers that says that we must remove people from our lives if we feel that they are holding us back or hindering our progress. Jesus, who is our ultimate role model, never cut anyone off. He never cut anyone out of his life; in fact, He promised to never leave us or forsake us—no matter what! He is the friend who sticks closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:24).

If anyone ever had a reason to cut someone out of his life, it was Jesus. Even though Jesus knew from the beginning who would betray him, he never cut Judas out of his life, but instead kept him as one of his chosen twelve... even entrusting him with the responsibility of being the treasurer for the group! Knowing all the while that Judas would eventually betray Him to death, Jesus loved Judas until the very end. Jesus never left Judas and never cut him out of his life. They finally parted ways when Judas abandoned Jesus in order to betray Him.

Boundaries May Be Needed

That being said, there are many times when boundaries need to be established in relationships with some people who might try to use us or treat us inappropriately. I have even had to tell some people that I would never travel with them again, but even then, if they needed me, I hope that I would still be there to help them.

People who believe in cutting difficult people out of their lives are very short-sighted. They don’t realize that God brought those difficult people into their lives for their own growth! If we learn how to deal with difficult people and difficult circumstances in ways that please God, then we will grow and advance in maturity and responsibility. The circumstances of life
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