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INTRODUCTION

Someone somewhere must once have said that you can learn a lot about a person from his or her favourite comic quote. It’s such a question of individual taste. It could be a one-liner from Woody Allen or Steven Wright, a truism from Oscar Wilde or Mark Twain, a witty observation from Dave Barry or Jerry Seinfeld, a profound thought from Homer Simpson, a Dorothy Parker put-down, or even dialogue from a classic TV series such as Frasier, Friends or Sex and the City.

For this collection of over 8,000 wisecracks and one-liners, the world’s greatest wits offer their thoughts on every subject imaginable – from banking to bestiality, golf to gluttony, sailing to socks. Hardy perennials sit alongside promising newcomers, seasoned practitioners such as Bob Hope and Joan Rivers being balanced out by younger performers whose names, although possibly unfamiliar now, are surely destined to become mainstays of future collections of humorous quotations.

Some of the most sparkling one-liners are not attributable to any individual, but lack of identification is no reason for omitting quality quotes so these too are included here.

As I have plundered the television archives for some of the material, it is only fair to acknowledge the creators of these much-loved series. So let’s hear it for: Jennifer Saunders (Absolutely Fabulous), Johnny Speight (All in the Family), Richard Curtis, Ben Elton and Rowan Atkinson (Blackadder), Glen Charles, Les Charles and James Burrows (Cheers), Bill Cosby, Ed Weinberger and Michael Leeson (The Cosby Show), Chuck Lorre (Cybill), Graham Linehan and Arthur Mathews (Father Ted), John Cleese and Connie Booth (Fawlty Towers), David Angell, Peter Casey and David Lee (Frasier), Marta Kauffman and David Crane (Friends), Susan Harris (The Golden Girls), Ray Galton and Alan Simpson (Hancock’s Half-Hour), Roy Clarke (Keeping Up Appearances), Garry Shandling and Dennis B. Klein (The Larry Sanders Show), Linwood Boomer (Malcolm in the Middle), Michael G. Moye and Ron Leavitt (Married . . . With Children), Larry Gelbart and Gene Reynolds (M*A*S*H), John Cleese, Graham Chapman, Terry Jones, Michael Palin, Eric Idle and Terry Gilliam (Monty Python’s Flying Circus), Ricky Gervais and Stephen Merchant (The Office), John Sullivan (Only Fools and Horses), Nat Hiken (The Phil Silvers Show), Jim Abrahams, David Zucker and Jerry Zucker (Police Squad), Dick Clement and lan La Frenais (Porridge), Matt Williams (Roseanne), Larry David and Jerry Seinfeld (Seinfeld), Candace Bushnell and Darren Star (Sex and the City), Matt Groening (The Simpsons), James L. Brooks, Stan Daniels, David Davis and Ed Weinberger (Taxi), Bonnie Turner and Terry Turner (3rd Rock From the Sun), David Kohan and Max Mutchnick (Will and Grace), and Antony Jay and Jonathan Lynn (Yes, Minister). Without the contributions of these talented wordsmiths, this book would have been considerably shorter.

I am also indebted to Nick Robinson, Pete Duncan and Krystyna Green at Constable & Robinson Ltd for their support and suggestions and to the everhelpful staff at Nottingham Library.

Geoff Tibballs
2004


A

Ability

A man’s got to do what a man’s got to do. A woman must do what he can’t.

RHONDA HANSOME

Competence, like truth, beauty and a contact lens, is in the eye of the beholder.

LAURENCE J. PETER, The Peter Principle

Martyrdom is the only way in which a man can become famous without ability.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

Ability is the art of getting credit for all the home runs somebody else hits.

CASEY STENGEL

Ability is what will get you to the top if the boss has no daughter.

Abortion

President Bush was against abortion, but for capital punishment. Spoken like a true fisherman; throw them back, kill them when they’re bigger.

ELAYNE BOOSLER

I can’t have a baby. I could barely find the time to schedule the abortion.

MIRANDA HOBBES (CYNTHIA NIXON), Sex and the City

(entering hospital for an abortion) It serves me right for putting all my eggs in one bastard.

DOROTHY PARKER

Accidents

When you’re involved in an accident, why does someone always ask, ‘Are you alright?’ ‘Yes, fine thanks. I’ll just pick up my limbs and be off.’

BILLY CONNOLLY

I fell off the roof the other day. The insurance man told me the accident policy covered falling off the roof but not hitting the ground.

TOMMY COOPER

I don’t know about you, but I intend on writing a strongly worded letter to the White Star Line about all of this.

JACK DAWSON (LEONARDO DICAPRIO), Titanic

(about people bumping their heads) If it’s not a headboard, it’s just not worth it.

RACHEL GREEN (JENNIFER ANISTON), Friends

Whenever I see an old lady slip and fall on a wet sidewalk, my first instinct is to laugh. But then I think, what if I was an ant and she fell on me? Then it wouldn’t seem quite so funny.

JACK HANDEY

The ship is sinking. We must try and save it. Help me get it into the lifeboat.

SPIKE MILLIGAN, The Goon Show

That doesn’t mean that you should just sit back and just let accidents happen to you. No, you have to go out and cause them yourself. That way you’re in control of the situation.

P.J. O’ROURKE

A cement mixer collided with a prison van on the Kingston Bypass. Motorists are asked to be on the lookout for sixteen hardened criminals.

The Two Ronnies

A car hit a Jewish man. The paramedic said, ‘Are you comfortable?’ The man said, ‘I make a good living.’

HENNY YOUNGMAN

Accountants

The company accountant is shy and retiring. He’s shy a quarter of a million dollars. That’s why he’s retiring.

MILTON BERLE

Bloom, do me a favour. Move a few decimal points around. You can do it. You’re an accountant. You’re in a noble profession. The word ‘count’ is part of your title.

MAX BIALYSTOCK (ZERO MOSTEL), The Producers

This is the accounts department, the number bods. Do not be fooled by their job descriptions, they are absolutely mad, all of ’em. Especially that one, he’s mental. Not literally of course, that wouldn’t work.

DAVID BRENT (RICKY GERVAIS), The Office

People always ask me, ‘Were you funny as a child?’ Well, no, I was an accountant.

ELLEN DEGENERES

When I asked my accountant if anything could get me out of this mess I am in now, he thought for a long time and said, ‘Yes, death would help.’

ROBERT MORLEY

I don’t have any use for bodyguards, but I do have a specific use for two highly trained certified public accountants.

ELVIS PRESLEY

With creative accountancy, who needs cheating?

KATHARINE WHITEHORN

An accountant is a man hired to explain that you didn’t make the money you did.

An accountant is someone who solves a problem you didn’t know you had in a way you don’t understand.

An actuary is someone who cannot stand the excitement of chartered accountancy.

Achievement

Herman tried to build a ship inside a bottle. We had to break the bottle to get him out.

LILY MUNSTER (YVONNE DE CARLO), The Munsters

Whatever women do, they must do twice as well as men to be thought half as good. Luckily, this is not difficult.

CHARLOTTE WHITTON

Accomplishing the impossible means only that the boss will add it to your regular duties.

The only thing some people can achieve on their own is dandruff.

Acquaintance

Acquaintance: a degree of friendship called slight when its object is poor or obscure, and intimate when he is rich and famous.

AMBROSE BIERCE, The Devil’s Dictionary

Some of my best friends are acquaintances.

MEL CALMAN

An acquaintance that begins with a compliment is sure to develop into a real friendship.

OSCAR WILDE

Acting

My only regret in the theatre is that I could never sit out front and watch me.

JOHN BARRYMORE

(on her role as the elf queen in Lord of the Rings) My husband asked: ‘Are you going to wear pointy ears?’ I said, ‘Yes’. He said, ‘Do it.’

CATE BLANCHETT

I love the camera and it loves me. Well, not very much sometimes. But we’re good friends.

DIRK BOGARDE

Acting is the expression of a neurotic impulse. It’s bum’s life. The principal benefit acting has afforded me is the money to pay for my psychoanalysis.

MARLON BRANDO

(of his movie debut) I got the job because I could belch on cue.

CHARLES BRONSON

Someday I’d like a part where I can lean my elbow against a mantelpiece and have a cocktail.

CHARLES BRONSON

When I played drunks I had to remain sober because I didn’t know how to play them when I was drunk.

RICHARD BURTON

My acting technique is to look up at God just before the camera rolls and say, ‘Give me a break.’

JAMES CAAN

You get paid the same for a bad film as you do for a good one.

MICHAEL CAINE

I wanted to win an Oscar so that I’d get more scripts without other actors’ coffee-stains on them.

MICHAEL CAINE

I used to get the girl; now I get the part. In The Quiet American you may have noticed I got the part and the girl. It’s a milestone for me because it’s the last time I’m going to get the girl. I’m sure of it, now I’m nearly seventy.

MICHAEL CAINE (2002 interview)

My first part was playing the front end of a horse. He was a serious horse, though.

SIMON CALLOW

Filming is like a long air journey: there’s so much hanging around and boredom that they keep giving you food.

JOHN CLEESE

(advice to an actor) My dear boy, forget about the motivation. Just say the lines and don’t trip over the furniture.

NOËL COWARD

The difficulty of doing a sex scene is that sex is the one thing in movies that your entire audience knows about. Nobody in the audience has been killed and most haven’t taken a bullet or been in a brutal fight. Lovemaking, everybody’s an expert.

MICHAEL DOUGLAS

I don’t use any particular method. I’m from the let’s pretend school of acting.

HARRISON FORD

Always remember before going on stage, wipe your nose and check your flies.

ALEC GUINNESS

A movie camera is like having someone you have a crush on watching you from afar – you pretend it’s not there.

DARRYL HANNAH

Acting is the most minor of gifts and not a very high-class way to earn a living. After all, Shirley Temple could do it at the age of four.

KATHARINE HEPBURN

I got into acting so that I could meet girls. Pretty girls came later. First, I wanted to start off with someone with two legs.

DUSTIN HOFFMAN

It’s a Peter Pan profession. If you are still doing it when you’re old, there’s something badly wrong with you. Particularly actresses – they get madder and madder as they get older.

JANE HORROCKS

The important thing in acting is to be able to laugh and cry. If I have to cry, I think of my sex life. If I have to laugh, I think of my sex life.

GLENDA JACKSON

I didn’t even know my bra size until I made a movie.

ANGELINA JOLIE

Acting has been good to me. It has taken me to play golf all over the world.

CHRISTOPHER LEE

I phoned my mum and said I had the lead in Will and Grace. When she asked me who Will was, I answered that he was a lawyer and he was gay. And then my mum said, ‘Oh, Eric, not a lawyer . . .’

ERIC MCCORMACK

(on his RAF ‘Top Gun’ pilot brother, Colin) He flies at 500mph, 200ft above the ground, whereas I wear make-up for a living.

EWAN MCGREGOR

My acting range? Left eyebrow raised, right eyebrow raised.

ROGER MOORE

The embarrassing thing is that the salad dressing is out-grossing my films.

PAUL NEWMAN

My acting is a bit like basketball. Most females in my films come off very well. I give great assist. And if I’m lucky, I even score.

BURT REYNOLDS

Acting is merely the art of keeping a large group of people from coughing.

RALPH RICHARDSON, An Actor’s Life

To act with my clothes on is a performance; to act with my clothes off is a documentary.

JULIA ROBERTS

This isn’t exactly a stable business. It’s like trying to stand up in a canoe with your pants down.

CLIFF ROBERTSON

The sitting around on set is awful, but I always figure that’s what they pay me for. The acting I do for free.

EDWARD G. ROBINSON

I like working with people I’ve seen in just a towel.

ADAM SANDLER

My only problem is finding a way to play my fortieth fallen female in a different way from my thirty-ninth.

BARBARA STANWYCK

I play John Wayne in every picture regardless of the character.

JOHN WAYNE

(advice on acting) Talk low, talk slow, and don’t talk too much.

JOHN WAYNE

I stick to simple themes. Love. Hate. No nuances. I stay away from psychoanalysts’ couch scenes. Couches are good for one thing.

JOHN WAYNE

Acting is like sex. You should do it, not talk about it.

JOANNE WOODWARD

Action

There’s a fine line between participation and mockery.

SCOTT ADAMS

Action is the antidote to despair.

JOAN BAEZ

If we can’t alter the tide of events, at least we can be nearby with towels to mop up.

PETER DAVID, Q-in-Law

The world is divided into people who do things and people who get the credit.

DWIGHT D. MORROW

If you see a snake, just kill it – don’t appoint a committee on snakes.

H. ROSS PEROT

It is amazing what you can accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.

HARRY S. TRUMAN

You have to keep busy. After all, no dog’s ever pissed on a moving car.

TOM WAITS

Actors

In real life, [Diane] Keaton believes in God. But she also believes that the radio works because there are tiny people inside it.

WOODY ALLEN

(on Jean-Claude Van Damme) Acting is not his forte. Neither is being humble.

ROSANNA ARQUETTE

There are five stages in the life of an actor: Who’s Mary Astor? Get me Mary Astor. Get me a Mary Astor type. Get me a young Mary Astor. Who’s Mary Astor?

MARY ASTOR

(of Pola Negri) Couldn’t act her way out of a paper bag.

TALLULAH BANKHEAD

Nowadays, Robert Redford’s skin looks like a child’s sandpit after heavy rain.

LYNN BARBER

I like to be introduced as America’s foremost actor. It saves the necessity of further effort.

JOHN BARRYMORE

(on Mel Gibson) He seems to think he’s Lee Marvin – except he’s two feet shorter and about one third the talent.

JOHN BOORMAN

All I can say about Gary Cooper is he’s hung like a horse and can go all night.

CLARA BOW

An actor’s a guy who, if you ain’t talking about him, ain’t listening.

MARLON BRANDO

(on Montgomery Clift) He acts like he’s got a Mixmaster up his ass and doesn’t want anyone to know it.

MARLON BRANDO

(on James Dean) Mr Dean appears to be wearing my last year’s wardrobe and using my last year’s talent.

MARLON BRANDO

(on Esther Williams) Wet she’s a star, dry she ain’t.

FANNY BRICE

(on an unnamed actor) Like acting with 210 pounds of condemned veal.

CORAL BROWNE

A character actress is an actress too ugly to be called a leading lady.

KATHY BURKE

(advice to fellow actors) If you’re going to make rubbish, be the best rubbish in it.

RICHARD BURTON

(on Greta Garbo) Dry and draughty, like an abandoned temple.

TRUMAN CAPOTE

Life is difficult enough without Meryl Streep movies.

TRUMAN CAPOTE

Ricardo Montalban is to improvised acting what Mount Rushmore is to animation.

JOHN CASSAVETES

Bogart’s a helluva nice guy till 11.30 p.m. After that he thinks he’s Bogart.

DAVE CHASEN

(to Peter O’Toole) If you’d been any prettier it would have been ‘Florence of Arabia’.

NOËL COWARD

(of Judy Garland) I didn’t know her well, but after watching her in action I didn’t want to.

JOAN CRAWFORD

I was in Hitchcock’s Lifeboat. So was Tallulah Bankhead, who didn’t wear panties, and each morning when we climbed into a lifeboat – up on a mechanical rocker – she gave the cast and crew a hell of a view, hiking up her skirt! Eventually someone complained to Hitch, who didn’t want to get involved. He explained that it was an inter-departmental matter – involving wardrobe, costume, and possibly hairdressing . . .

HUME CRONYN

(on Jayne Mansfield) Dramatic art in her opinion is knowing how to fill a sweater.

BETTE DAVIS

(on Cary Grant) He needed willowy or boyish girls like Katharine Hepburn to make him look what they now call macho. If I’d co-starred with Grant or if [Joan] Crawford had, we’d have eaten him for breakfast.

BETTE DAVIS

(on an unnamed starlet) She’s the original good time that was had by all.

BETTE DAVIS

(on Hugh Grant) A self-important, boring, flash-in-the-pan Brit.

ROBERT DOWNEY Jr

Show me a great actor and I’ll show you a lousy husband.

W.C. FIELDS

(of Mae West) A plumber’s idea of Cleopatra.

W.C. FIELDS

(on his ex-wife) Debbie Reynolds was indeed the girl next door. But only if you lived next door to a self-centred, totally driven, insecure, untruthful phoney.

EDDIE FISHER

There are two things I would never do – climb Mount Everest and work with Val Kilmer again.

JOHN FRANKENHEIMER

Actors are the only kind of merchandise allowed to leave the store at night.

AVA GARDNER

(on Clark Gable) He’s the kind of guy who, if you say, ‘Hiya, Clark, how are you?’, is stuck for an answer.

AVA GARDNER

(of Ingrid Bergman) Dear Ingrid – speaks five languages and can’t act in any of them.

JOHN GIELGUD

(of Michael Caine) An over-fat, flatulent, 62-year-old windbag. A master of inconsequence masquerading as a guru, passing off his vast limitations as pious virtues.

RICHARD HARRIS

(on hearing that a New York theatre was being named after her) An actress’s life is so transitory – suddenly you’re a building.

HELEN HAYES

(on Norma Shearer) A face unclouded by thought.

LILLIAN HELLMAN

The average Hollywood film star’s ambition is to be admired by an American, courted by an Italian, married to an Englishman, and have a French boyfriend.

KATHARINE HEPBURN

Actresses will happen in the best-regulated families.

OLIVER HERFORD

Walt Disney has the best casting. If he doesn’t like an actor he just tears him up.

ALFRED HITCHCOCK

I did not give Lee Majors his start in acting – you can’t pin that one on me. Anyway, technically he hasn’t started acting yet.

ROCK HUDSON

(to Robert Mitchum) You’re like a pay toilet, aren’t you? You don’t give a shit for nothing.

HOWARD HUGHES

(on husband Charles Bronson) I think I’m in so many of his pictures because no other actress would work with him.

JILL IRELAND

Producers treat actors like mushrooms. They keep you in the dark and pour shit on you.

ROSS KEMP

(on Sarah Bernhardt) A great actress, from the waist down.

MARGARET KENDAL

A stripper is suing The National Enquirer for saying she had sex with Ben Affleck. You know your movie bombed when a stripper doesn’t want her name associated with yours.

CRAIG KILBORN

After The Wizard of Oz I was typecast as a lion, and there aren’t all that many parts for lions.

BERT LAHR

(on Maureen O’Hara) She looked as though butter wouldn’t melt in her mouth – or anywhere else for that matter.

ELSA LANCHESTER

(on Dame Maggie Smith) She’s better on stage, from a distance. On a screen, close up, she makes you want to dive for cover.

ELSA LANCHESTER

Michael Caine can out-act any, well nearly any, telephone kiosk you care to mention.

HUGH LEONARD

(on his role in the movie Humoresque) I played an unsympathetic part – myself.

OSCAR LEVANT

Sophia Loren plays peasants. I play ladies.

GINA LOLLOBRIGIDA

Clara [Bow] was the idol of the illiterate, and from her dainty lips came nothing more seductive than bubble gum.

ANITA LOOS

(on Jack Nicholson) A legend in his own lifetime and in his own mind.

JENNIFER LOPEZ

(on Johnny Depp) He’s the kind of guy that would be really sweet to a girl and bring her flowers, but still take a pee in the alley.

TRACI LORDS

There’s a statue of Jimmy Stewart in the Hollywood Wax Museum, and the statue talks better than he does.

DEAN MARTIN

Dudley Moore has a club foot. That’s not a problem – for him, his career, or anyone. What I object to is his club wit.

JAMES MASON

(on Dustin Hoffman) Never argue with a man who is shorter than his Oscar.

LARRY GELBART

If Arnold [Schwarzenegger] hadn’t existed we would have had to build him.

JOHN MILIUS

A Steve McQueen performance lends itself to monotony.

ROBERT MITCHUM

Burt Lancaster couldn’t pick up an ashtray before discussing his motivation for an hour or so.

JEANNE MOREAU

(on his ex-wife) To the unwashed public, Joan Collins is a star. But to those who know her, she’s a commodity who would sell her own bowel movement.

ANTHONY NEWLEY

There are three stages in an actor’s career. The first is when he shows up on the set and says: ‘You should’ve seen the girl I was with last night. God! I didn’t sleep. She was amazing!’ In the second stage, he’s a leading man and says: ‘You know, I found the most wonderful restaurant – you wouldn’t believe the fish.’ By the third stage, he’s a character actor. Now he says: ‘Oh, I had the most lovely bowel movement last night.’

PAUL NEWMAN

You don’t hear about Tom Hanks running around nights. You don’t hear about Tom Hanks stealing. You don’t read about Tom Hanks in The National Inquirer. That’s what I like about Tom – he never gets caught.

JACK NICHOLSON

(on Jayne Mansfield) Miss United Dairies herself.

DAVID NIVEN

Keanu Reeves is going to play Superman in a new movie. The villains don’t use kryptonite to stop him, they just use big words.

CONAN O’BRIEN

(asked the secret of an actor’s success) Sincerity. Once you can fake that, you can achieve anything.

LAURENCE OLIVIER

There are three types of actress: the silly, the very silly, and Shirley MacLaine.

P.J. O’ROURKE

Scratch an actor and you’ll find an actress.

DOROTHY PARKER

(on Marion Davies) She has two expressions – joy and indigestion.

DOROTHY PARKER

(on Frances Farmer) Cinderella goes back to the ashes on a liquor-slicked highway.

LOUELLA PARSONS

In Dragonheart, instead of a dragon, I acted with a tennis ball on a stick. I’ve worked with some actors who’ve given me less.

DENNIS QUAID

(on co-star Mae West’s movie debut) She stole everything but the cameras.

GEORGE RAFT

(on Paul Newman) He has the attention span of a lightning bolt.

ROBERT REDFORD

(on Sylvester Stallone) He is to acting what Liberace was to pumping iron.

REX REED

When an actor marries an actress they both fight for the mirror.

BURT REYNOLDS

An actress is not a lady; at least, when she is, she is not an actress.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

(on Jack Lemmon) He has a gift for butchering good parts while managing to look intelligent, thus constituting Hollywood’s abiding answer to the theatre.

WILFRID SHEED

Paramount paid me by the tear.

SYLVIA SIDNEY

People think, ‘Wow, you’re an actress, so people must be really nice to you and kiss your ass.’ Nobody kisses my ass!

ALICIA SILVERSTONE

Why don’t actors look out of the window in the morning? Because they’d have nothing to do in the afternoon.

MICHAEL SIMKINS, What’s My Motivation?

Glenn Close is not an actress – she’s an address.

MAGGIE SMITH

(on Gwyneth Paltrow) She lives in rarified air that’s a little thin. It’s like she’s not getting quite enough oxygen.

SHARON STONE

Some of my best leading men have been horses and dogs.

ELIZABETH TAYLOR

The physical labour actors have to do wouldn’t tax an embryo.

SPENCER TRACY

(on Brigitte Bardot) She used to sulk in the morning when I had not been nice to her in her dreams.

ROGER VADIM

(on Gary Cooper) He got a reputation as a great actor by just thinking hard about the next line.

KING VIDOR

(on appearing in the 1982 film Jinxed) The only way I could force myself into kissing [Bette] Midler on-camera was to pretend that I was kissing my dog.

KEN WAHL

(of Anita Louise) As cold as a stepmother’s kiss.

HAL WALLIS

People find out I’m an actress and I see that ‘whore’ look flicker across their eyes.

RACHEL WEISZ

(on Sean Connery) Guys like him and [Michael] Caine talk about acting as if they knew what it was.

NICOL WILLIAMSON

(of Fredric March) He was able to do a very emotional scene with tears in his eyes, and pinch my fanny at the same time.

SHELLEY WINTERS

Mamie Van Doren often acted like Mr Ed the Talking Horse.

PAULA YATES

An actor is the only ham that can’t be cured.

Adultery

(on the death of her philandering husband, King Edward VII) Now at least I know where he is!

QUEEN ALEXANDRA

It seems so lazy to have an affair with your secretary, like always going to the nearest restaurant instead of the best.

LYNN BARBER

My wife gives me no respect. I took her to a drive-in movie. I spent the whole night trying to find out what car she was in.

RODNEY DANGERFIELD

Last night I caught my wife in bed with the kid who delivers the pizza. She begged me not to tell the butcher.

RODNEY DANGERFIELD

Thou shalt not commit adultery . . . unless in the mood.

W.C. FIELDS

When you marry a mistress you create a job vacancy.

JAMES GOLDSMITH

How dare he make love to me and not be a married man!

ANNE KALMAN (INGRID BERGMAN), Indiscreet

If you marry a man who cheats on his wife, you’ll be married to a man who cheats on his wife.

ANN LANDERS

A mistress is what goes between a mister and a mattress.

JOE E. LEWIS

Adultery is the application of democracy to love.

H.L. MENCKEN

I think a man can have two, maybe three, affairs while he is married. But three is the absolute maximum. After that, you are cheating.

YVES MONTAND

[Being a mistress] is like having a book out from the library. It is like constantly having a book out from the library.

LORRIE MOORE

Adultery? Why fool about with hamburger when you can have steak at home?

PAUL NEWMAN

I discovered my wife in bed with another man, and I was crushed. So I said, ‘Get off me, you two!’

EMO PHILIPS

Adulthood

Adults are just obsolete children.

DR SEUSS

An adult is someone who has stopped growing at both ends and started growing in the middle.

You know you’ve reached adulthood when sleeping on the couch makes your back hurt.

You know you’ve reached adulthood when 90 per cent of the time you spend in front of a computer is for real work.

You know you’ve reached adulthood when you get into a heated argument about pension plans.

You know you’ve reached adulthood when you keep more food than beer in the fridge.

You know you’ve reached adulthood when 6 a.m. is the time you get up, not when you go to bed.

You know you’ve reached adulthood when you hear your favourite song in an elevator.

Adversity

Adversity has the same effect on a man that severe training has on the pugilist: it reduces him to his fighting weight.

JOSH BILLINGS

The only person who sticks closer to you in adversity than a friend is a creditor.

Advertising

An advertising agency is 85 per cent confusion and 15 per cent commission.

FRED ALLEN

How can something be ‘new and improved’? Which is it? If it’s new, then there has never been anything before it. If it’s improved, then there must have been something before it.

BILLY CONNOLLY

The very first law in advertising is to avoid the concrete promise and cultivate the delightfully vague.

BILL COSBY

Sure I eat what I advertise. Sure I eat Wheaties for breakfast. A good bowl of Wheaties with Bourbon can’t be beat.

JAY ‘DIZZY’ DEAN

Doing business without advertising is like winking at a girl in the dark: you know what you are doing but nobody else does.

EDGAR WATSON HOWE

Research men in advertising are really blind men groping in a dark room for a black cat that isn’t there.

LUDOVIC KENNEDY

Advertising may be described as the science of arresting the human intelligence long enough to get money from it.

STEPHEN LEACOCK, Garden of Folly

Half the money I spend on advertising is wasted, and the trouble is I don’t know which half.

LORD LEVERHULME

You can fool all of the people all of the time if the advertising is right and the budget is big enough.

JOSEPH E. LEVINE

I’m tired of hearing about money, money, money. I just want to play the game, drink Pepsi, wear Reebok.

SHAQUILLE O’NEAL

Advertising is the art of convincing people to spend money they don’t have on something they don’t need.

WILL ROGERS

Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.

MARK TWAIN

I saw a subliminal advertising executive, but only for a second.

STEVEN WRIGHT

Advice

(on advice given to him by his father) Take a bottle by the neck and a woman by the waist and you’ll be all right.

GEORGE BAKER

I do what it says on the Aspirin bottle: take two and keep away from children.

ROSEANNE BARR

Never ascribe to an opponent motives meaner than your own.

J.M. BARRIE

Advice is like castor oil; easy to give, but dreadful to take.

JOSH BILLINGS

Find out what she loves most in the world and kill it. That way you’ll move up a step.

MIMI BOBECK (KATHY KINNEY), The Drew Carey Show

Never stray from the path, never eat a windfall apple and never trust a man whose eyebrows meet in the middle.

ANGELA CARTER, The Company of Wolves

You better live every day like it’s your last day, because one day you’re going to be right.

RAY CHARLES

When a man seeks your advice he generally wants your praise.

LORD CHESTERFIELD

I owe my success to having listened respectfully to the very best advice, and then going away and doing the exact opposite.

G.K. CHESTERTON

Always be nice to those younger than you, because they are the ones who will be writing about you.

CYRIL CONNOLLY

A word to the wise ain’t necessary – it’s the stupid ones who need the advice.

BILL COSBY

Keep your nose clean and your chin up, even if it requires surgery.

RAY DAVIES

Never go to bed mad. Stay up and fight.

PHYLLIS DILLER

Don’t do drugs, don’t have unprotected sex, don’t be violent. Leave that to me.

EMINEM

Never, ever go to bed with a man on the first date. Not ever. Unless you really want to.

CYNTHIA HEIMEL

Always tell the truth. You may make a hole in one when you’re alone on the golf course.

FRANKLIN P. JONES

Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but wish we didn’t.

ERICA JONG

Be careful not to do your good deeds when there’s no one watching you.

TOM LEHRER

When you have got an elephant by the hind leg and he is trying to run away, it’s best to let him run.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Never take notice of anonymous letters, unless you get a few thousand on the same subject.

ROBERT MENZIES

Treat a whore like a lady and a lady like a whore.

WILSON MIZNER

Don’t smoke too much, drink too much, eat too much or work too much. We’re all on the road to the grave, but there’s no need to be in the passing lane.

ROBERT ORBEN

My mother gave me this advice: trust your husband, adore your husband and get as much as you can in your own name.

JOAN RIVERS

Live fast, die young, and leave a good-looking corpse.

NICK ROMANO (JOHN DEREK), Knock On Any Door

Speak softly and carry a big stick: you will go far.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

Never invest your money in anything that eats or needs repairing.

BILLY ROSE

I want to share something with you: the three little sentences that will get you through life. Number 1: Cover for me. Number 2: Oh, good idea, boss. Number 3: It was like that when I got here.

HOMER SIMPSON, The Simpsons

Beware of all enterprises that require new clothes.

HENRY DAVID THOREAU

If you can’t convince them, confuse them.

HARRY S. TRUMAN

Always be sincere, even if you don’t mean it.

HARRY S. TRUMAN

I have found that the best way to give advice to your children is to find out what they want and then advise them to do it.

HARRY S. TRUMAN

Always acknowledge a fault. This will throw those in authority off their guard and give you an opportunity to commit more.

MARK TWAIN

Never have children, only grandchildren.

GORE VIDAL, Two Sisters

If you’ve got them by the balls, their hearts and minds will follow.

JOHN WAYNE

Don’t give a woman advice; one should never give a woman anything she can’t wear in the evening.

OSCAR WILDE

Remember that nobody will ever get ahead of you as long as he is kicking you in the seat of the pants.

WALTER WINCHELL

My grandfather likes to give me advice, but he’s a little forgetful. One day, he took me aside and left me there.

STEVEN WRIGHT

Advice after mischief is like medicine after death.

DANISH PROVERB

The best way to save face is to keep the lower half shut.

Always use tasteful words. You may have to eat them.

Believe nothing until it has been officially denied.

Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you won’t have a leg to stand on.

Never hit a man with glasses. Hit him with something bigger and heavier.

Never offend people with style when you can offend them with substance.

Never give yourself a haircut after three margaritas.

Never underestimate the power of stupid people in large groups.

When all else fails, read the instructions.

Affection

The most affectionate creature in the world is a wet dog.

AMBROSE BIERCE

My wife and I always hold hands. If I let go, she shops.

HENNY YOUNGMAN

Afterlife

There is the fear that there is an afterlife but no one will know where it’s being held.

WOODY ALLEN

I do benefits for all religions – I’d hate to blow the hereafter on a technicality.

BOB HOPE

I wanna live till I die; no more, no less.

EDDIE IZZARD

There’s no such thing as a soul. It’s just something they made up to scare kids, like the bogeyman or Michael Jackson.

BART SIMPSON, The Simpsons

Age and ageing

The man who views the world at fifty the same as he did at twenty has wasted thirty years of his life.

MUHAMMAD ALI

The best thing to do is to behave in a manner befitting one’s age. If you are sixteen or under, try not to go bald.

WOODY ALLEN

I refuse to admit that I am more than fifty-two, even if that does make my sons illegitimate.

NANCY ASTOR

The secret of staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly, and lie about your age.

LUCILLE BALL

Most women are not so young as they are painted.

MAX BEERBOHM

As a graduate of the Zsa Zsa Gabor School of Creative Mathematics, I honestly do not know how old I am.

ERMA BOMBECK

The older you get, the stronger you have to get. Getting old is not for cissies.

PIERCE BROSNAN

Age is something that doesn’t matter, unless you are a cheese.

BILLIE BURKE

I’m sixty-three now, but that’s just 17 Celsius.

GEORGE CARLIN

Nature gives you the face that you have at twenty, but it is up to you to merit the face you have at fifty.

COCO CHANEL

Things hurt me now. My knees hurt, my back hurts. But your head still thinks it’s twenty-three.

GEORGE CLOONEY

Age is just a number. It’s totally irrelevant unless, of course, you happen to be a bottle of wine.

JOAN COLLINS

Pushing forty? She’s clinging on to it for dear life!

IVY COMPTON-BURNETT

Why on earth do people say things like, ‘My eyes aren’t what they used to be?’ So what did they used to be? Ears? Wellington boots?

BILLY CONNOLLY

I have to be careful to get out before I become the grotesque caricature of a hatchet-faced woman with big knockers.

JAMIE LEE CURTIS

Careful grooming may take twenty years off a woman’s age, but you can’t fool a flight of stairs.

MARLENE DIETRICH

Whatever you may look like, marry a man your own age – as your beauty fades, so will his eyesight.

PHYLLIS DILLER

Youth is a blunder; manhood a struggle; old age a regret.

BENJAMIN DISRAELI, Coningsby

(on late fatherhood, 2003) I’m very excited at this age of my life to be starting a new family, but I’d like not to be in a wheelchair for high school graduation.

MICHAEL DOUGLAS

The years between fifty and seventy are the hardest. You are always being asked to do things, and you are not yet decrepit enough to turn them down.

T.S. ELIOT

At eighteen our convictions are hills from which we look; at forty-five they are caves in which we hide.

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

Women are not forgiven for ageing. Robert Redford’s lines of distinction are my old-age wrinkles.

JANE FONDA

At twenty years of age, the will reigns; at thirty, the wit; and at forty, the judgement.

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Poor Richard’s Almanack

Time and tide wait for no man, but time always stands still for a woman of thirty.

ROBERT FROST

I was told when you hit forty men stop looking at you. It’s true, until you slip on a mini-skirt.

MARIELLA FROSTRUP

A woman is as old as she looks before breakfast.

EDGAR WATSON HOWE

If you want to know how old a woman is, ask her sister-in-law.

EDGAR WATSON HOWE

Allow me to put the record straight. I am forty-six and have been for some years past.

ERICA JONG

Youth is the gift of nature, but age is a work of art.

STANISLAW LEC

A man’s only as old as the woman he feels.

GROUCHO MARX

Age is not a particularly interesting subject. Anyone can get old. All you have to do is live long enough.

GROUCHO MARX

When a woman tells you her age, it’s all right to look surprised, but don’t scowl.

WILSON MIZNER

There’s money in wrinkles. A woman I’ve known for years said, ‘You’re almost good looking now.’

BILL NIGHY

The older you get, the better you get. Unless you’re a banana.

ROSE NYLUND (BETTY WHITE), The Golden Girls

There was no respect for youth when I was young, and now that I am old there is no respect for age. I missed it coming and going.

J.B. PRIESTLEY

A woman is as young as her knees.

MARY QUANT

I’m forty-eight, which worries me, because at twenty-four I had a midlife crisis.

DENNIS REGAN

The easiest way to diminish the appearance of wrinkles is to keep your glasses off when you look in the mirror.

JOAN RIVERS

Life begins at forty – but so do fallen arches, rheumatism, faulty eyesight, and the tendency to tell a story to the same person three or four times.

HELEN ROWLAND

It is a mistake to regard age as a downhill grade toward dissolution. The reverse is true. As one grows older, one climbs with surprising strides.

GEORGE SAND

I think age is a very high price to pay for maturity.

TOM STOPPARD

From birth to eighteen, a girl needs good parents. From eighteen to thirty-five, she needs good looks. From thirty-five to fifty-five, she needs a good personality. From fifty-five on, she needs good cash.

SOPHIE TUCKER

Phyllis Diller’s so ancient she’s just a carcass with a mouth.

RUBY WAX

The three ages of man are youth, middle age and ‘my word, you do look well.’

JUNE WHITFIELD

The old believe everything; the middle-aged suspect everything; the young know everything.

OSCAR WILDE, The Chameleon

Thirty-five is a very attractive age. London society is full of women of the very highest birth who have, of their own free choice, remained thirty-five for years.

OSCAR WILDE, The Importance of Being Earnest

Blanche Devereaux (Rue McClanahan): This is strictly off the record, but Dirk is nearly five years younger than I am.

Dorothy Zbornak (Bea Arthur): In what, Blanche, dog years?

The Golden Girls

Both women and melons are best when fairly ripe.

SPANISH PROVERB

A man is as old as he feels, a woman as old as she feels like admitting.

AMERICAN PROVERB

A woman of thirty-five thinks about having children. A man of thirty-five thinks about dating them.

Go for younger men. You might as well – they never mature anyway.

The best ten years of a woman’s life are between the ages of twenty-nine and thirty.

Thirty-five is when you finally get your head together and your body starts falling apart.

Agents

My agent gets ten per cent of everything I get, except my blinding headaches.

FRED ALLEN

My agent went swimming in shark-infested waters but escaped without injury. That’s what they call professional courtesy.

HERMAN J. MANKIEWICZ

I wish to be cremated. One tenth of my ashes shall be given to my agent, as written in our contract.

GROUCHO MARX

Agreement

When you say that you agree to a thing in principle, you mean that you have not the slightest intention of carrying it out in practice.

OTTO VON BISMARCK

My idea of an agreeable person is a person who agrees with me.

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

Contracts are agreements made up of big words and little type.

SAM EWING

The fellow that agrees with everything you say is either a fool or he is getting ready to skin you.

KIN HUBBARD

If two men on the same job agree all the time, then one is useless. If they disagree all the time, then both are useless.

DARRYL F. ZANUCK

Simply because nobody disagrees with you doesn’t mean you’re brilliant – maybe you’re the boss.

Airplanes

The U.S. airline industry
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