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			William Golding

			British writer

			
					Born in St Columb Minor (Cornwall) in 1911

					Died in Falmouth in 1993

					Notable works:	Lord of the Flies (1954), novel

	The Inheritors (1955), novel

	Free Fall (1959), novel




			

			William Golding (1911-1993) was a British author. He studied English Literature at Oxford University, before working at a theater as an actor, author and producer. He later became a professor of English and philosophy.

			In 1940, he was drafted into the Navy and participated in the landing on the Normandy coast. This experience deeply affected his vision of humanity. His work is consequently marked by a deep pessimism and seeks to demonstrate the irremediable fall of man and the triumph of evil.

			During the sixties, he retired from teaching and devoted himself to literature. In 1983, he obtained the Nobel Prize in Literature.

		


		
			Lord of the Flies

			An allegory of the fight between civilization and barbarism

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Golding, W. (1954) Lord of the Flies. New York: Berkley Publishing Group. 

					First edition: 1954

					Themes: social groups, cruelty, madness, power, fear, survival

			

			Lord of the Flies is a novel published in 1954 after several refusals from publishers. Despite its initially weak sales, the book became a bestseller and is now included in the curriculum of many schools.

			The novel recounts the adventures of a group of children, who end up alone on a desert island after a plane crash in which all the adults are killed. Very soon, the children organize themselves by trying to reproduce the social patterns they know, but tensions in the group lead them to tear each other apart. An allegorical work, Lord of the Flies demonstrates the fragility of civilization and the natural inclination of man to fall into cruelty and barbarism. 

		


		
			Summary

			Organisation on the island

			At the beginning of a nuclear war, a plane crashes on a remote island. All of the adults are killed. Two children, Ralph and Piggy, find a conch on the beach, a shell that produces a deafening and powerful sound when you blow into it. They use it to gather the survivors. Dozens of children scattered around the island answer the call and gather around Ralph. A group of schoolchildren, the head of which is a boy named Jack Merridew, joins them.

			To organize everyday life on the island, the children need a leader and therefore conduct a vote. It is between Ralph and Jack, and Ralph is elected due to the fascination he causes amongst the other children. He puts a system in place that guarantees everyone the opportunity to express themselves: only the person who has the conch in his hand has the right to speak. As a gesture of friendship, the boy leaves leadership of the choir of children to Jack, who decides to make a hunting group. He is passionate about this business and believes that the forest, which seems cozy to them, is actually frightening. Ralph also decides to make a fire at the top of the island so that they have a chance of being spotted and rescued. Its supervision is entrusted to Jack and his choir.

			Installation on the island then begins. Shacks are built to provide minimum comfort to the children. However, this task is not without its difficulties for Ralph as he is the only one who is fully invested in the project.

			At a meeting, Ralph notices that his comrades, who were previously happy, seem afraid. Jack intervenes and blames the younger ones for their nightmares. Some share their anxieties: one claims to have seen a beast come out of the ocean, while others evoke the existence of ghosts. The tension increases to the point of causing a fight between the two children: Jack accuses Ralph of not being a good leader. Ralph wishes to leave his post, but Piggy persuades him not to as he is afraid of Jack.

			One day, when Jack goes with his group to hunt, Ralph and Piggy see smoke from a boat in the distance. Unfortunately, the island fire is out, which greatly angers the leader. When the hunters return with a catch, Jack’s joy is opposed by Ralph’s silence, who cannot forgive him for letting the fire go out. The two leaders look at each other scornfully, but Jack picks on Piggy instead, as he tries to intervene, and breaks his glasses. The link between the two friends is now broken.

			A monster on the island

			While the children are sleeping, a shot rings out: a plane has exploded and a parachutist escaped. Only Eric and Sam, the twins, saw something while they were watching the fire. Distraught, they return to the camp and a drive is organized. On the way, the troop comes across a boar that Ralph manages to touch. Intoxicated, the children begin a dance and engage in a simulated sacrifice on one of them.

			Gradually, a rumor that there is a monster on the island spreads among the children, while there is nothing but the lifeless body of the parachutist. It is then decided that they will go on a search, in order to calm the fears of the younger ones. Jack defies Ralph and Robert and joins them in tracking down the beast. But at the sight of an indistinct shape that grows bigger and bigger, the boys run away. Therefore, Jack questions Ralph’s qualities and asks the children to choose sides. In hesitation, nobody does as he instructs. Humiliated, Jack leaves.

			With the hunters, Jack organizes his own clan and suggests they make an offering to the monster: he impales the head of a sow on a peg. Simon, who attends the scene, is troubled by the pig’s head and the swarm of flies around it. In a frenzy, he believes that the sow is the Lord of the Flies, a demonic force, and that it is addressing him. Later, after coming back to his senses, he discovers the truth about the alleged monster and decides to warn the others of his discovery.

			Finally, the majority of the children side with Jack. In his stronghold, he reigns with terror: he and Roger resort to humiliation and torture. As for Ralph and Piggy, they are worried and also go to Jack’s camp. The group begins a tribal dance and Ralph reluctantly joins in. But a figure that they believe to be the monster interrupts the circle. The children, unbridled, strike it with violence. They haven’t recognized Simon, who dies from their beatings, who had come to explain to them that the monster was none other than the parachutist. Ralph sees his death as a murder and not an accident. Thus, he returns to his hut with Piggy.

			There, they hear a voice whispering Piggy’s name. A fight follows, but the attackers flee, taking Piggy’s glasses with them. Ralph, convinced that this attack was caused by Jack, goes to his camp with Piggy, Eric and Sam. The duel between the leaders is brutal: they fight with spears. The twins, Eric and Sam, are bound and taken away. Piggy, equipped with the conch, asks to speak and tries to calm spirits. Hidden away, Roger balances a lever that holds a huge stone. It rolls down the slope and hits the boy full force: he crashes fifteen meters below, dead. Ralph, seriously injured by Jack, flees. He goes to the forest and manages to approach Sam and Eric, who are now at the service of Jack. The twins advise him to flee because a drive is scheduled for the following day to find him.

			The boy is chased. Jack, to bring the fugitive out of the thickets, sets fire to the forest. Threatened by fire and by the savagery of other children, Ralph comes out of hiding. He then collapses on the beach in front of an officer, who was alerted by the fire that filled the whole island and anchored his boat. The children gather around in shock. After a brief moment of hesitation, they burst into tears in front of the dumbfounded adults.
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