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TREY NICHOLS HATES who he is and where he comes from. 

It’s why he changed his name and everything he had been the first twenty years of his life. When the sassy Kayla Townsend intervenes in what could have been the kiss of death, he is intrigued and annoyed. He thinks it’s by chance their paths have crossed. 

Kayla knows otherwise. 

She tracked down the son of the most notorious drug cartel leader and is playing a dangerous spy game. She didn’t expect to fall for the bad biker, but she did. She knows he will never forgive her betrayal and suddenly, the reason for spying doesn’t seem all that important. 

Note: This is a MC Biker Romance series with suspense. It is book 1 of a 3-part series. All your questions may not be answered in the first book.
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“NO!” I SCREAMED AS strong arms wrapped around me and pinned my arms to my sides. I kicked and tried to scratch at the hands that were restraining me from behind. 

A dark hood was pulled over my head, plunging me into blackness. “What do you want?” I shouted, fighting with everything I had. It was futile. Whoever had me wasn’t letting go. I didn’t feel like my attempts to break away were doing me any good. 

I was lifted, my feet leaving the ground as the man—I assumed it was a man—lifted me and began to walk. I kicked, slamming my heels into his shins. The next thing I knew, I was unceremoniously dropped onto something hard and cold. It felt like metal. I heard a sliding door slam and knew I was in the back of a van or a truck. 

I immediately reached to remove the bag from my head but was stopped by rough hands. My arms were jerked behind me and pulled together at my wrists. I was familiar with the pose. My misspent youth had led to me being in handcuffs and sitting in the back of a police car more than once. I waited for the metal bracelets to be slapped on my wrists. Instead of the cold metal, I felt plastic, a zip tie I assumed, tighten around my wrists. I squirmed, trying to free my hands, but it only served to dig the plastic into my flesh. I could feel it tearing and stopped what I was doing. I was only going to hurt myself. 

“Please, tell me what you want,” I begged. I refused to cry. 

“Sit down and shut up,” I heard a man growl. “Better hold on.”

“Hold on? What the hell am I supposed to hold on to?”

There was a laugh and then the van lurched, sending me sliding backwards. My head slammed against the back of the van, bringing a tear to my eye. I managed to sit up and brace myself in the corner. My heart was racing. Deep down, I knew who had me. Fighting the inevitable was pointless. I was on my way to my death. They were probably taking me out to the woods and would toss my body out for the animals to feed on. 

It wasn’t even the dying that terrified me. It was the fact no one would know I was gone. Who would look for me? I had no parents. No family. No one. I was a lost girl. I was just another carbon footprint wiped off the earth. The van hit a bump, knocking me over. I didn’t bother getting up. I was tired of fighting. I had been fighting for almost ten years. When I hit the streets, homeless at sixteen, it had been a rough road. I’d climbed my way out of the literal gutter and was getting by, but it was a struggle every damn day. I was so tired. 

I closed my eyes, listening to the sound of the road under the tires of my prison. I could hear the silent hum of male voices coming from the front. I just prayed they killed me quickly. Being tortured or other horrible things did not appeal to me. Kill me and throw me away, I silently begged. 

I had no idea how long the journey was before the van came to a halt. My heart pounded and acid burned my throat at my coming fate. I told myself I was ready to die, but I wasn’t. I was going to fight until there was nothing left. I might not win, but when I took my last breath, I would know I tried. 

I heard the door slide open and waited. When I felt my captor coming close, I used both feet to kick out hard. “Ow! You bitch!” he roared. 

I kicked again and again. I couldn’t see my target, but I kept kicking. In the end, I was dragged out of the van and forced to walk. Instead of walking into the forest, I felt solid ground beneath my feat. A door opened and cool air brushed over my skin. I was being taken somewhere with AC. Strange. 

“Was that necessary?” a new male voice asked. Just by the tone of his voice, I knew he was someone important. 

“Look at my face,” one of my captors hissed. “Yes, it was necessary.”

There were some guffaws, which gave me a tiny bit of satisfaction. “Sit her down. Tie her legs to the chair. I don’t want to end up looking like you.”

I was forced into a wooden chair. My ankles were quickly tied to the legs with more of the horrible zip ties. My hands remained behind my back. It was horribly uncomfortable, but I was alive. The hood was pulled from my head. I blinked several times to adjust my eyes to the bright light and scanned the room. 

There were a total of five men. One of them had a bloody nose and an eye that was already swelling. Another had a swollen lip. I couldn’t stop the smile from spreading over my face. They both glared at me. 

“Congratulations,” the smooth voice I decided was the leader of the little band of misfits said. “Now, pay attention to me, young lady. I will not hesitate to put a bullet in your brain if you try to do that to me.”

I looked at the man in front of me. He was wearing a fancy suit with a flashy blue pocket square. He had perfectly coifed gray hair and steely blue eyes. He was handsome and terrifying at the same time. There was a flash of recognition. I’d heard of him, but I’d never had the displeasure of meeting him. Lucky me, today was the day. 

“What do you want?” I snapped. I was all bluster and no bite, but he didn’t know that. I hoped. 

“I want my money,” he answered as if I should have already known. 

“I don’t have your money. I don’t have any money, as a matter of fact.”

He offered me a smile, like we were having a perfectly normal conversation. “You’ll get my money.”

“Do you need me to make a bank withdrawal for you?” I looked at him and his bloodied minion. “All you had to do was ask. What’s your PIN and I’ll get right on it.”

I was stalling. I had a horrible feeling I knew where this was going. If the man was who I suspected him to be, I was fucked. I was a dead girl sitting in a chair. My body was going to wash up on a beach. 

“Do you know who I am?” he asked. 

I shrugged. “Should I?”

He smiled. “You know who I am. So does your boyfriend.”

Yep. Just as I suspected. That piece of shit who was worthless in bed and a bigger loser in life was going to get me killed. If I could go back in time, I would have never gone to that bar. I would have never flirted with Eddie Cox. “I don’t have a boyfriend.”

“I don’t care. I want my money.”

“I don’t have your money.”

He smiled, grabbed a chair, and dragged it across the floor to sit in front of me. “No, I don’t suppose you have it, but that doesn’t mean you are not responsible for it.”

“I don’t have your money and I never did. By that reasoning, I cannot possibly be responsible for it.”

He looked at one of his henchmen who stepped close, and before I knew what he was going to do, he backhanded me. Tears sprang to my eyes as pain radiated from my cheekbone through my head. “I don’t deal with sarcasm,” he hissed. “I also don’t deal with snappy attitudes.”

I decided it was better to stick with the truth. He wasn’t buying my bullshit story. “Look, I didn’t know. Eddie had me pick up a bag. I thought I was doing a drop. I’ve done them for him before. I gave it to Eddie, went to work, and when I got home, he was gone. I had no idea it was the Reaper’s money.”

He smiled. “Do you know why they call me the Reaper?”

“Is that a real question?” I asked before remembering he really didn’t like me or my smart mouth. “Yes, I know.”

“Then you know I want my money and if I don’t get it—” 

He didn’t need to finish the sentence. “I cannot pay back that kind of money. I’m a waitress. I don’t make anywhere near the kind of money you are asking for. Even if I lived on the streets, I couldn’t pay you back.”

“And what should I do about that?”

I shook my head. “I don’t know. Eddie split. I don’t know where he is. I have not seen or heard from him since I gave him the money.”

“You stole my money,” he said in a hard voice, staring directly into my eyes. 

“I’m sorry. I didn’t know. I would never steal from you or anyone else. Eddie told me it was a pickup. I can pay you a little bit at a time, but I don’t know how I can ever possibly pay you the full amount. Maybe I can try and find Eddie.”

“I’ve already gone that route. Your boyfriend disappeared.”

Panic was bubbling up again. I didn’t want to die. I’d lied earlier. I wanted to live. I wanted to have kids one day. I wanted a house and a man and all of the things. “I’ll make payments. I’ll steal. I don’t think I can rob a bank, but I can rob little stores, drug dealers, whatever.”

He smiled and leaned back in the chair. He crossed one leg over his knee and picked invisible lint from his black slacks. “That’s good to hear because I do have a job you could do for me that would allow you to work off your debt, so to speak.”

“What is it? I’ll do anything.” The moment the words crossed my lips, I wanted to take them back. I wasn’t above stealing but I would not whore myself out to him or anyone else. 

“I need someone to spy on a friend of mine,” he said. 

“Your friend?” I asked dryly. “You want me to spy? Like follow this friend around and take pictures?”

“No. You’ll need to get close to him. You’ll report back on what you see and hear.”

He was making it sound a lot easier than I expected it to be. “Who?”

“You’ll be given a name.”

“Seattle is a big city. I’ll need a little more than that.”

“Do you know how much money you owe me?” he asked. 

I swallowed. “I have a vague idea.”

“This will not be an easy job. You will earn your money.”

He nodded his head and his men sprang into action. The hood was pulled over my head again and the restraints cut from my ankles. They jerked me to my feet and dragged me out of the house. Once again, I was shoved into the van. The ride was far more uncomfortable now that I didn’t have to focus on being killed. I had been given a reprieve, a stay of execution. I had no idea how long it would last, but I was going to try to make it a permanent thing. I liked being above ground. I didn’t want to be compost. 

The van came to a stop. I was pulled out and the zip ties on my wrist cut before the hood was removed. “We’ll be in touch,” one of them said. 

I rubbed my wrists. “I’ll wear my steel-toed boots next time. Maybe you should wear one of those hockey masks.”

He glared at me before getting into the van and driving away. I looked up at the shitty apartment building. I opened the door to the lobby, which was really a vestibule that at least one person called home on any given day, and headed up the three flights of stairs to my apartment. The elevator broke forever ago, and we tenants knew our slum landlord would never fix it. I was going to have buns of steel if I stayed in the apartment much longer. 

I unlocked the three locks on my apartment door and once inside, I locked them all again. It wasn’t a nice place, but it was a roof over my head, and I had a bed. I wasn’t picky. I dropped my keys on the table and flopped down in one of the chairs. I had no idea how I was going to find the guy. Trey Nichols. It sounded like an uppity name. How was I ever going to get someone with that name to talk to me?
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Trey

––––––––
[image: ]


I TURNED THE SOCKET, listening to the satisfying sound of the click, and tightened down the last bolt. My Harley was my baby. It wasn’t brand new. It wasn’t shiny, and it didn’t have all the bells and whistles of one of the new Harleys, but it was mine and with my regular maintenance, it ran like a dream. 

CCR was coming through the old speakers hanging in my best friend Darius’s garage while we both worked on our bikes. It was relaxing and a great way to spend an afternoon. I loved tinkering on my bike. Every oil change, every new part, it all made it just a little better. 

“Uh-oh,” I said when I heard the faint sound of a kid crying from inside the house. “Junior is up.”

Darius popped his head up. “Shit. She’s going to want me to watch him if she’s not done making her bread.”

“How is he doing?” I asked.

“Good. Talks all the time now. Why don’t we take a break and we’ll take him out back? Beth will love me forever.”

“You mean you want to get laid and this is how you get into your woman’s good graces,” I teased. 

He grinned, softening the hard features of his face. Darius was the epitome of a rough and tough biker. His black hair was long, brushing over his shoulders. He kept a thick beard to try and hide the ugly scar that cut down his cheek and disappeared into the scruff. He looked like a dangerous man, but anyone that knew him knew he was good. He loved his family and would do anything for them, including his MC family. 

“Hey, having a toddler in your bed, in your face, and always crawling on one of you makes it a little difficult to get a piece of ass.”

I smiled. “Don’t let her hear you say that.”

His head whipped around looking for his wife, who was tiny and dangerous as hell. I personally would never fuck with her. “Asshole,” he muttered. “Come on. Let’s see if she’s got that first loaf of bread done. Maybe if we ask real nice, she’ll make us some sandwiches.”

Beth was a baker. At least, she used to be. Now she was a stay-at-home mom to their little boy, Harrison. She still baked all the time and the MC ate well thanks to Beth’s need to create new recipes. 

“I’m down for that,” I said and wiped my hands on one of the shop rags. 

I followed Darius inside the house and was immediately hit by the smell of fresh bread. “Babe?” he called out. 

“In here,” I heard Beth say. 

We walked into the kitchen to find Beth carrying their son on her hip while she brushed butter onto one of the loaves of bread. “I’ll take him,” Darius said and reached for his little boy. 
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