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Chapter 1: Maranatha—The Forgotten Prayer of the Church
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## Maranatha—The Forgotten Prayer of the Church

The ancient Aramaic words, Maranatha, resonate with a longing that has, sadly, faded in many corners of the modern church. Meaning "Our Lord, come!" or "Come, Lord Jesus!" (1 Corinthians 16:22), this fervent cry encapsulates the heart of a bride eagerly awaiting her bridegroom's return. This chapter delves into the meaning, historical context, and present-day relevance of this powerful prayer, urging a rediscovery of its vital role in the life of the believer and the mission of the church.

Meaning and Historical Background

*Maranatha* wasn't merely a polite request; it was a passionate plea born from deep faith and anticipation. In the context of Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, it served as both a confession of faith and a potent prayer for the imminent arrival of Christ.

This wasn't a passive hope for some distant future; it was a living expectancy that shaped their daily lives and fueled their mission.

The early church lived with a palpable sense of urgency. Persecution was rampant, the world was far from God, and their only hope was the glorious return of their Lord. Their prayer wasn't just about their own escape; it was tied inextricably to the establishment of God's Kingdom on earth.

The Early Church's Longing

Imagine the fervor of the early believers as they gathered in hidden upper rooms, their lives threatened, their hope clinging to the promise of Christ's return. Their longing wasn't escapism; it was a profound expression of their unwavering faith.

*Maranatha* wasn't a mere theological concept; it was the very air they breathed, the fuel that ignited their tireless devotion, and the power that propelled their evangelistic efforts. Their prayers were a constant echo of their heart's cry: "Come, Lord Jesus, and establish your Kingdom!"

Why Maranatha is Rarely Prayed Today

The shift from the urgent expectancy of the early church to the often complacent attitude of modern Christianity is stark. Several factors contribute to the decline of

*Maranatha* as a regular prayer:

* A diminished sense of urgency: The comfortable lives of many believers have dulled the keen edge of anticipation for Christ's return. We've become accustomed to a status quo, forgetting the inherent precariousness of our earthly existence and the urgency of our mission.

* A focus on the here and now: While appreciating the blessings of the present is crucial, an overemphasis on immediate needs can overshadow the ultimate hope of Christ's return. We've become preoccupied with temporal concerns, neglecting the eschatological dimension of our faith.

* Misunderstandings of eschatology: Complex theological debates surrounding
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the timing and nature of Christ's return have, at times, created confusion and dampened the fervent longing for His arrival.

A lack of biblical literacy: Many Christians are unfamiliar with the biblical passages that underscore the importance of Christ's return and the need to pray for its hastening.

Reflection Questions


* Do you regularly pray for Jesus’ return? Why or why not?

* How has your understanding of Christ's return shaped your life and mission?


* What are the obstacles that hinder your longing for Christ's return? 

Practical Guide: Reintroducing Maranatha Prayer

* Incorporate it into your personal prayer time: Make *Maranatha* a regular part of your daily prayers, letting it become a spontaneous expression of your heart's deepest longing.

* Introduce it in your small group: Dedicate time during each meeting for corporate prayer, incorporating *Maranatha* as a powerful closing or opening invocation. Share testimonies and reflections on its significance.

* Connect it to mission: Link the longing for Christ's return to the urgency of completing the Great Commission. Let your anticipation for His coming fuel your passion for sharing the Gospel.

* Study relevant scriptures: Explore passages like Revelation 22:20, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, and Matthew 24, allowing the biblical narrative to deepen your understanding of Christ's return and your role in it.

By reintroducing *Maranatha* into our hearts and prayers, we can rekindle the bride's cry and reignite the passion for fulfilling the mission entrusted to us—a mission that will culminate in the glorious return of our Lord.
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Chapter 2: Love is the Foundation of the Kingdom
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Chapter 2: Love is the Foundation of the Kingdom

The cry of "Maranatha!"—"Come, Lord Jesus!"—cannot be a genuine, heartfelt plea unless it springs from a deep well of love for the returning King. This chapter explores the vital connection between God's boundless love and the bride's fervent longing for her Bridegroom's return. It’s a love that fuels our mission, shaping our hearts and hands as we eagerly await His coming.

God's Love: The Source of Kingdom Life

The kingdom of God isn't a rigid structure built on rules and regulations; it’s an overflowing garden of life nurtured by the very soil of God's agape love. This isn't merely sentimental affection; it's a sacrificial, self-giving love that poured out on the cross and continues to flow through the Holy Spirit. This love is not a feeling; it is a choice, an act of the will. It's the foundation upon which everything else in the Kingdom rests, including our longing for Christ's return.

John 15:9 states, "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love." This abiding is active participation, a continual choosing to rest in God's love and allow it to transform us. It's from this position of rest, knowing His love for us, that our own love for Him can genuinely blossom and our longing for His return deepen.

A Bride Without Longing: Love Grown Cold

The image of the bride awaiting her bridegroom speaks volumes. It's a picture of eager anticipation, of a love so profound that absence is unbearable. But what if the bride grows comfortable? What if the waiting becomes monotonous, the longing fades? This represents a chilling reality within the Church: a love grown cold.

The danger isn't just a lack of enthusiasm for Christ's return; it’s a spiritual apathy that can cripple our mission. A love grown cold loses its power to compel us to action, to reach the lost, to live lives that reflect the glory of our King. When our love is lukewarm, our longing dwindles, and our mission suffers.

The Danger of Comfortable Christianity

Many Christians find themselves trapped in a cycle of comfortable Christianity. We attend services, participate in church activities, perhaps even engage in some form of ministry. Yet, underneath the surface, a quiet complacency settles in. We've become accustomed to the status quo, content with our spiritual routine, and our passion for the Lord and His mission has waned.

This comfort is a dangerous anesthetic, dulling our senses to the urgency of the Gospel and the longing for our Savior’s return. It can blind us to the suffering of the world, the souls lost in darkness, and the urgent need for the Bride to rise and fulfill her calling. The comfortable Christian is rarely a missionary Christian.

[image: ]

Rediscovering the Fire: Igniting a Passionate Longing

The solution isn’t to add more activities to our already busy schedules. It is to return to the source—the boundless love of God poured out upon us. We must actively cultivate a deeper understanding of this love, allowing it to penetrate our hearts and ignite a passionate longing for His return.

This involves intentional practices: spending time in prayer and scripture, seeking fellowship with other believers, and actively engaging in acts of service fueled by love for God and our neighbors. As we draw closer to God, we'll naturally find our hearts overflowing with love, and the cry of "Maranatha!" will spring forth from our lips not as a rote recitation but as a passionate, heartfelt plea.

Reflection Questions:

	How does God’s love manifest itself in your life? Be specific.

	What areas of your life are hindering your experience of God's love?

	How does God’s love fuel your longing for Him? Describe a specific instance where His love caused you to yearn for more of Him.

	What steps can you take to deepen your relationship with God and allow His love to transform you?


––––––––
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PRACTICAL GUIDE: DAILY Practices for Receiving and Responding to Christ’s Love

	Daily Bible reading and meditation: Focus on scriptures that reveal God's love (John 3:16, Romans 5:8, 1 John 4:8-10).

	Prayer of adoration and thanksgiving: Express gratitude for God's immeasurable love.

	Acts of service: Serve others out of a heart overflowing with love for God.

	Fellowship with other believers: Share your experiences of God’s love and encourage one another.

	Journaling: Reflect on God’s love in your life and how it is shaping you.

	Fasting: Seek God through periods of intentional denial, focusing on His love and seeking His will.
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