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EGGS AND HATCHING

The eggs must
not be exposed
to severe cold,

 Birds do not give birth to live young
but lay eggs in nests instead. The
eggs have a firm calcareous shell that
protects the foetus from injury and
dehydration. The bird's egg contains
everything necessary to start a new
life. In some species it is only the
female that broods the eggs, and
in others the female and male take
- turns. . )
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The beak is made
from the same material
as human fingernails

Goldfinch Griffon Vulture:

Crossbil Blue Tit

Both parts of a bird's beak, the top and the bottom, can
move. The Woodpecker has a chisel-ike beak, and the

Heron's beak s shaped like a dagger so that it can hunt

for aquatic animals. A Crossbill uses its beak to peel the
seeds from conifer cones, whereas ducks filter the
food found in water through their flat beak
equipped with rows oftiny plates that line
their teeth. Birds of prey have sharp,
curved beaks which they use to
dismember and kill their prey.

Black Stork
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There are more than 9,000 species of bird in the world.
Almost all can fly, and they do so better than any man-
made flying machine, because of their forelimbs, which
have evolved into wings with feathers. Birds are the
only animal group to have feathers, which also give
them protection from the elements. Birds have beaks,
which they use for feeding. They also use their beaks
to preen their feathers, to help them climb, to defend
themselves and to attack prey. Birds lay eggs and keep
them warm in the nest with the heat of their bodies.
The size range —from the smallest bird in the world
tothe largest — s truly great: the smallest, the Bee
Hummingbird, is barely as big as the eye of the biggest
bird, the African Ostrich. In Europe, we have large and
small birds, oo ...

THE BIRDS

Each bird has
its own song or call.
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