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To everyone that has joined me on pub crawls, and everyone still to do so.
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FOREWORD

It’s incredible that I’m heading towards my fortieth year working in London and needless to say, an amazing amount has changed in that time. Mobile phones, the internet, onesies and other revolutionary developments. The reality is, pretty much everything has changed, apart from one thing – the pubs. Many of the historical pubs I’ve drank in over all those years largely remain unchanged and open for business.

On coming down from Yorkshire in the late 1980s, I learnt to navigate the vast urban metropolis by pubs. I’d visit parts of the city with a hand-drawn map of half a dozen boozers that I planned to visit after work. These were great adventures, and I still return to some of those areas today and enjoy beers and the great atmosphere that is ingrained in those pubs.

I’m pleased to say that the research and planning I put in all those years back would be unnecessary today because Thomas has created a series of books that take away all the effort. You can dip into them and select curated pub walks in different parts of the capital just like that.

This volume includes one of my favourite pub-going areas, Mayfair. It’s the most valuable square on the Monopoly board for good reason. Tucked away among the grand stucco-fronted Georgian properties lie some of the country’s greatest and most atmospheric pubs. They are time capsules of London’s history. Where else can you soak up history and a pint of beer at the same time?

While I’ve undoubtedly worn out many pairs of shoes from touring the pubs of London, there is always much to learn and there are venues in this edition that I have yet to visit. While I plan to address that, I hope you use this book to begin your journey around some of my favourite pubs that have been selected in this volume.

Once you start, I can assure you it is very hard to stop. With this book, you will discover that ‘one for the road’ no longer means the final beer of the night but is merely a description of the pint you have before strolling onto the next pub.

Glynn Davis
February 2025




ABOUT THIS BOOK

Having spent the last sixteen years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family, this book is a tribute to the locations and pubs that I have personally visited.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes, rebranding or, worse, a pub may have ceased trading.

Among the facts, I have shared what I thought of the pub when I last visited, along with some memories and sometimes special quirks or features to look out for.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I try to share the most interesting, each route is planned more for the enjoyment of an entire route that covers a fascinating area.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse any of the pubs over others and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough for people to sufficiently sober up between pubs and explore as much of the area as possible.

That being said, I would also like to offer a challenge to anybody who would like to make their crawls even boozier: take a shot at every pub that has a dartboard. On social media, my editing skills ensure I always hit the maximum score!

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore the area and pubs within. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

I hear lightning does not strike twice, so it is a real treat to be able to share my second book of Historic Pub Crawls with you.

While the first book was predominantly focused around the tiny City of London area, this time we venture further afield to the banks of the River Thames at Richmond and Putney, and to the vast open spaces of Highgate Cemetery and Hampstead Heath.

Like many Brits, weekends throughout my late teens and early twenties revolved around the pub, whether gathering the gang (each with their specific expert category knowledge) to extract dosh from the quiz machine or catching up on whatever the current sporting event was. We had good times, late nights and difficult conversations that created deep friendships which have lasted a lifetime.

One event that always got everybody giddy with excitement was the pub crawls we would organise. Each birthday we would gather in Harrow, then take the tube to the first pub. It became an annual event, and eventually became the book you’re holding today.

People eagerly anticipated the route and, as it matured, I began to spend longer on the planning. I even started producing various pocket guides and maps for each year, although many were lost by the time we reached pub ten. Originally, I had to do the research the old-fashioned way, poring over books and visiting each pub before the big day. As the internet matured, so did my research. It was revolutionary in terms of how I could plan in advance, and allowed me to find places I otherwise would never have come across. It made the process extra exciting, as I could surprise even myself on the routes.

With around 3,500 pubs to choose from in London, it is easy to construct a route (or even a whole book worth of routes) past iconic landmarks and across interesting areas of the city. If anything, the problem was that there were always too many pubs and, even after completing a second book, I always spot amazing pubs that I missed as I walk through the city – perhaps subconsciously planning next year’s route.

I have always found a sense of community in a good pub, and the annual pub crawls are no different. It takes a special event to attract an eclectic mix of people, from family to old school friends, work colleagues and many more. And it takes a great route to gel them into a messy yet memorable day that is inclusive for all.

On the day, participants tend to gather into teams, creating a feisty competition to reach each pub before the other groups. Whether deliberate or not, this results in a thinning of the route to ensure that no pub ever feels too crowded and it keeps us on track with the timings – which was a challenge, as some years have seen as many as eighty crawlers taking part.

Some of the highlights over the years were along the riverbank in Greenwich, winding through the back roads of Westminster, strolling over the gorgeous Primrose Hill in the sunshine and taking in some of the most iconic pubs like the Ship & Shovell, the Warrington and the Cittie of Yorke.

We have been lucky to loop around St Paul’s when the sun was out, marvel at a lit-up Marble Arch and wander through a lively Camden High Street and around the market. Each route provides plenty of occasions to eat, and some of the best options are the local street-food stands at semi-permanent food markets across the city.

The impact of Covid was devasting on the hospitality industry, so I was eager to get out and show my support as soon as it was safe to do so. After a gap of two years, it was fantastic to return to the annual tradition. We have found ourselves increasingly isolated over the last few years, with many workers now based at home. The trains are quieter on a commute, but we’ve lost some human contact, so getting back into pubs and laughing over a pint has been needed for us all.

As with my first book, each route is typically around a couple of miles, with a total walking time of about an hour. The gap between pubs is often just a few minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air, and time to recover and maintain the energy and thirst for the next pint.

Many of the best times in life are spent laughing over a beer with friends, so I am honoured to be able to share even more fascinating pubs that showcase some of the most iconic locations across the city, along the most delightful routes.

Hopefully, you will enjoy these routes, with friends and family, as much as we have. Cheers!
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LONDON

The UK’s capital city has a population of around 8.8 million, with approximately 14.8 million in the wider metropolitan area, and is one of the largest urban economies in Europe. The population is incredibly diverse – one of its best features, in my opinion – with around 287 ethnic groups and nationalities calling London their permanent home.

In 1993, remains of a Bronze Age bridge were found close to Vauxhall Bridge. Using radiocarbon dating, two of the timbers were believed to be from 1750–1285 BC. Later, in 2010, foundations of a large timber structure, dated to 4800–4500 BC, were found nearby on the riverbanks. This shows people have been living on the land since at least this time, although they would have mostly lived in hunter-gatherer style communities.

Despite the evidence of scattered Brythonic settlements around the area, the first major settlement nearby was founded by the Romans around AD 47. At its height in the second century, Roman London had a population of about 60,000. The Romans chose this area as their base because the Thames could be used to transport goods to sea, where they could then be spread across Roman Europe.

Forty per cent of Greater London is covered by the London postal district, in which ‘London’ forms part of the address. The Greater London boundary has been aligned to the M25 motorway in places.

It is home to Europe’s largest concentration of higher education institutions, with forty such establishments, particularly universities, which include some of the highest-ranked in the world, such as Imperial College London and the London School of Economics.

The city has a diverse culture that encompasses over 300 languages, with Polish, Turkish and Bengali being among the most widely spoken. The growing population makes it Europe’s third most populous city behind Istanbul (first) and Moscow (second).

It is the most visited city in Europe and has the busiest airport system in the world, with 134 million yearly passengers (compared to 130 million in New York and 95 million in Istanbul). Heathrow is the largest of six airports in the capital, with flights to over 218 destinations in eighty countries. Heathrow is not the only major player, with airports as far away as Gatwick, Stansted and Southend also serving London. It also has various smaller private airports throughout the capital, including ones that serve the royal family and Parliament.

London’s other historic transport links include the London Underground, which is the oldest transit system in the world. The now iconic tube map can be found all over the city, and is a common sight on memorabilia such as mugs, T-shirts, and posters. Having been on the Northern line in rush hour, I do not own any such items – I would rather not be reminded of those particular trips.

London features four World Heritage Sites: the Tower of London, Kew Gardens, Greenwich Observatory and the area around the Palace of Westminster. It also features iconic landmarks such as St Paul’s Cathedral, Trafalgar Square, Buckingham Palace and the London Eye.

Until 1889, the name ‘London’ applied officially only to the City of London, but since then it has also referred to the County of London and to Greater London.

London has been the setting for many works of literature. In Geoffrey Chaucer’s late fourteenth-century Canterbury Tales, the pilgrims set out for Canterbury from London. William Shakespeare spent a large part of his life living and working in London, and with his habit of writing about English monarchs, it’s no wonder ten of his plays are set in London. They were all, however, performed here, with the Globe being built in 1599 to perform his plays. His contemporary Ben Jonson was also based there, and some of his work, most notably his play The Alchemist, was set in the city.

Other writers associated with the city are the famous diarist Samuel Pepys, notable for his eyewitness account of the Great Fire; Charles Dickens, whose representation of the brutal poverty has influenced people’s vision of early Victorian London; and Virginia Woolf, who is regarded as one of the foremost modernist literary figures of the twentieth century.

London was also famously depicted from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes stories. In the modern day, fascination with depicting the capital has not waned, with notable media such as Bridget Jones’s Diary, Love Actually and Ted Lasso all heavily featuring the city.

Nowadays, London has become a LGBTQIA+ tourism destination, after homosexuality was decriminalised in England in 1967. Homosexuality in this case refers to male/male relationships, as lesbian acts were never officially banned. Rumour has it this is because Queen Victoria, under whom many ‘morality’ laws were penned, did not believe lesbians existed. This is not to say being a lesbian was easy, as discrimination, lack of marriage rights and issues around women being unable to work to support themselves also affected the community.

London’s first gay bar was the Cave of the Golden Calf, established as a night club in an underground location at 9 Heddon Street, just off Regent Street, in 1912. It ‘developed a reputation for sexual freedom and tolerance of same-sex relations’. Today, the annual London Pride Parade and the London LGBTQIA+ Film Festival are held in the city.

London has a rich sporting history. It is the first city to have hosted the Summer Olympics three times: in 1908, 1948 and 2012. The London 2012 opening ceremony was the most-watched event in American history, with 219 million Americans tuning in.

Football is by far the most popular sport in England, with London being no exception. It had seven clubs in the Premier League in the 2024–25 season – Arsenal, Brentford, Chelsea, Crystal Palace, Fulham, Tottenham Hotspur and West Ham United – alongside many others in other divisions. But football is not the only sport enjoyed in the capital.

London has two Test cricket grounds that host the England cricket team: the Oval and Lord’s – often referred to as the home of cricket: The yearly Cambridge–Oxford boat race occurs on the Thames, and marks probably the only time most people care about rowing. In 1909, Twickenham stadium opened, becoming the first permanent residence of English rugby, and it remains so to this day. Twickenham is the largest rugby union stadium in the world, and is the second largest stadium of any kind in the United Kingdom after Wembley Stadium.

There are over 3,500 pubs across the capital and many more wine bars, nightclubs and members’ clubs providing the perfect spots to explore late into the night. One of my favourite things about the city is that you never quite know where you’re going to end up.
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