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Full-time writer, crafter, parent and vampire-hunter hobbyist, Nicolette Lafonseca established her writing career on her lifestyle blog 'Archie and the Rug' where her exuberance and wit shone through, whilst barely masking her contempt for people who spell 'a lot' as 'alot'. Her list of achievements are many and include: kicking cancer in the teeth repeatedly, winning a number of blogging awards, presenting on Channel 4 and giving birth to a fantastic boy. She aspires to rule us all one day with an iron fist . . . of friendship.

Nicolette lives with her family and their excitable hound, in a constant flux of refurbishing and decorating in Hebden Bridge in the weather-smattered county of Yorkshire.

www.archieandtherug.com
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INTRODUCTION

Back in the early 2000s, we all laughed as Bridget Jones turned her nose up at Mark Darcy’s tasteless reindeer jumper that his mother forced him to wear. We have come a long way since then, and these days he probably wouldn’t be the only guest turning up to the party in a novelty knit. In fact, today Bridget would likely be asking why his reindeer jumper did not have any LED lights or sequins on it!

No longer is the Christmas jumper associated only with Bing Crosby at the piano or an embarrassing gift from your granny. Its comeback may have begun as an ironic hipster craze, but the trend has quickly gone mainstream, with a new wave of celebrities in Christmas jumpers flooding our media each year, seen on everyone from pop stars, actors and TV presenters, to sports stars, politicians and even rappers!

We humans are a nostalgic bunch – you need only look at the countless retro and vintage products on sale to realize we are in love with the past. There’s something comforting about recapturing things the way they were. Even new technology gets dressed up in Grandma’s clothes, such as smartphones made to look like 80s cassette tapes, digital cameras that resemble their ancestors, and photo filters that let us transform our sharp modern shots back to the faded snaps of yesteryear. And when it comes to Christmas fashion, the shops are overflowing with jumpers inspired by the ones our elderly relatives used to knit for us, with some retailers reporting festive jumper sales as their financial saviour and others stocking over 30 different styles. We would have been pretty grumpy back then when forced to pull on a homemade monstrosity on Christmas morning, but these days we’re positively leaping into our Christmas gear, ready to show it off with pride.

Even academics have been trying to get to the bottom of this growing trend. Dr Matt Slater of Staffordshire University believes it boosts our social identity, since ‘wearing Christmas jumpers helps us feel part of a group and achieve a sense of togetherness that people associate with this time of year’. As he points out:
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‘It’s a trend that’s very much about socialising, with numerous charity events and tongue-in-cheek jumper parties taking place in homes, schools and offices on both sides of the Atlantic. Whether you wear yours as an ironic statement, a nostalgic homage to days gone by, or to raise money for charity, there’s no doubt that Christmas jumpers are once more a fixture in our festivities.’

But with the trend rocketing, it is increasingly hard to be different. These days, the only route to a truly unique creation is to avoid buying off the peg like everybody else and instead to create your own. And, indeed, there is nothing more rewarding than being able to say, ‘I made it myself’.

But what if you cannot knit? What if your kids announce at the very last minute that they all need Christmas jumpers for a school event? What about the competitive office Christmas jumper party? Whether you fall into one of these categories or, like me, are just crazy for all things Christmas, this is the book for you.

The projects in this book can be tackled by pretty much anyone with opposable thumbs. It’s not about knitting an entire jumper from scratch, it’s about clever customising; taking a plain jumper as your starting point and then having fun making it festive. Each project comes with simple step-by-step instructions, along with photos to inspire you and show what you’re aiming for, as well as templates at the back of the book that can be enlarged or reduced to the desired size. The glossary on here will help you get to grips with some essential stitches and other skills that come in handy throughout the rest of the book.

And if you’re not a fan of the ‘ugly’ jumper, then fear not: the projects all fall into one of three categories: simply delightful, too cute or delightfully tacky. If you’re feeling really creative, remember you can always crank things up a notch, or combine ideas from more than one project, such as matching the snowflakes on here with the LED lights on here. And to illustrate that any jumper can be given the Christmas treatment, the photographs show a wide variety of styles, from fluffy sweaters and chunky knits, to polo necks, tunics and even dog jumpers! With this book to guide and inspire you, you can be pretty certain no one will turn up to the party wearing the exact same outfit as you! Merry Christmas!


GATHERING SUPPLIES

Although each project in this book lists the specific materials you will need, there are plenty of crafty items and festive embellishments you can start to collect that are bound to come in useful. Get those Christmas decorations out of storage, as old tinsel, mini baubles, shiny beads and even old Christmas cards can be given a new lease of life as jumper decor. And if you’re really organised, you can buy reduced decorations in the January sales to save for the following year.

When it comes to fabrics, if you want to save your pennies, rummage around the house for scraps of material or ruined clothes that can be cut up and repurposed – even old socks can be used, while your local haberdashery store may have a ‘bargain bin’ full of cut-price fabric offcuts.

From November onwards, haberdashery takes on a new lease of life and I defy you not to be in awe of how many glittery ribbons, bows and knick-knacks you will find there. Look for cute Christmas-themed buttons, appliqués, jingle bells or shiny fabric – and remember that ‘shiny’ is the cornerstone of any good Christmas jumper! And don’t limit yourself by only looking at things that are intended to adorn clothes; the interiors section is also a great place to find decorative braid, lengths of beaded ribbon, fringing or tassels, all of which can be used for the projects in this book.
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If you or any of your friends are knitters, save leftover wool for creating tiny pompoms and miniature bobble hats (see here and here). And finally, for the ultimate inspiration, look online. Besides dedicated craft retailers, sites like Amazon, eBay and Etsy have all manner of festive materials for sale, in every colour, shape and design you could dream of.

MATERIALS

EMBROIDERY FLOSS

Several projects in this book use embroidery floss. It comes in every colour and shade imaginable and is sold in skeins. Each length is made up of six finer threads twisted together. In the ‘Don’t Get Cross’ jumper (see here), which involves a cross-stitch design, the embroidery floss can be used in the thickness it’s sold in, for more substantial stitches. In other projects it’s better to separate the embroidery floss strands into thirds, using a two-thread thickness for any sewing.

SCISSORS

I suggest investing in a really good pair of fabric scissors that you never use to cut paper or they will blunt very quickly. You will also need a regular pair of scissors to use for cutting out paper templates and a small, sharp pair of scissors to cut out fine detail.

SEWING MACHINE

Only one project in this book relies on a sewing machine (‘It’s S’no Globe’, here), although much of the other sewing can be done by machine if that’s how you prefer to work. Your machine need only have a basic stitch function. Basic sewing machines are available these days for as little as £50 and, believe me, once you have one you will use it as they are invaluable for speeding up projects. If you don’t have access to a sewing machine, you can complete all the projects (apart from the snow globe) by hand, it will just take a little longer.

NEEDLES AND THREADS

It is useful to have a range of different needles and threads, including a needle with a large eye to accommodate embroidery floss as well as regular thread. A mix of cotton and synthetic threads are useful, in a wide selection of colours, but avoid budget threads and opt for more expensive branded varieties. Cheaper options are a false economy as they break easily and, when using a machine, can cause changes in tension or pulling in your work.

YARN NEEDLE

To finish off wool projects you will need a yarn needle, sometimes called a darning needle. This has a very large eye and a blunt tip. A plastic one is less likely to catch and pull on the wool.

CARING FOR YOUR JUMPER

Once you have spent time making a one-of-a-kind Christmas jumper it’s likely you will want to be able to wash it without ruining it. All but two of the designs in this book can be washed – those two are designed as ‘temporary’ jumpers where the fixtures can be easily removed and the jumper returned to normal. You can then wash the jumper as usual and replace the embellishments if you wish. Those jumpers with
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