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Prologue
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Imagine living in a world where people are treated differently just because of the color of their skin. A world where some children go to the best schools while others are not allowed to learn. A world where certain people can vote and have a say in their country, but others are completely ignored.

This was the world that Nelson Mandela was born into. But he refused to accept it. Instead, he stood up, spoke out, and fought for justice, even when it meant risking everything.

Nelson Mandela was not just a leader—he was a symbol of hope. He spent 27 years in prison because he dared to dream of a fair and equal South Africa. But even behind bars, he never gave up. His courage and determination inspired people across the world, and when he was finally freed, he helped change his country forever.

This book will take you on the journey of Nelson Mandela’s incredible life—from a young boy in a small village to becoming South Africa’s first Black president. Along the way, you’ll learn how he fought against apartheid, the unfair system that divided his country, and how his message of peace, forgiveness, and unity still lives on today.

Are you ready to meet one of history’s greatest heroes? Let’s begin.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Chapter 1: Growing Up in South Africa
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Nelson Mandela was born on July 18, 1918, in a small village called Mvezo, in the country of South Africa. At that time, South Africa was a place where not everyone was treated equally. The country was mostly controlled by white people, even though most of the population was Black. Laws were unfair, and Black South Africans had fewer rights than white people. But young Nelson didn’t fully understand this when he was a child. He grew up in the countryside, surrounded by rolling green hills, rivers, and the traditions of his Xhosa people. His birth name was Rolihlahla Mandela, which in his native Xhosa language means “troublemaker.” No one knew then that he would grow up to shake the whole country and change history forever.

Nelson was part of the Thembu tribe, which was an important group of people in South Africa. His father, Gadla Henry Mphakanyiswa, was a chief in the tribe, meaning he had a leadership role. However, when Nelson was still a young boy, his father lost his title and wealth after a disagreement with the government. Because of this, the family had to move to another village called Qunu, where Nelson spent most of his childhood. Life in Qunu was simple and filled with adventure. The young boy loved running barefoot through the fields, herding cattle with other children, and playing traditional games. He would spend hours outside, climbing trees, swimming in streams, and learning about nature. Like many boys in his village, he dreamed of growing up to be a warrior who would protect his people.

Even though Nelson enjoyed his childhood, he also learned about responsibility early in life. In his culture, boys were expected to take care of animals, especially cows and sheep. He spent long days watching over his family’s livestock, leading them to places where they could find fresh grass and water. This might have seemed like a small task, but it taught him patience, leadership, and the importance of looking after others.

Nelson’s father was a strong and proud man, but he became sick when Nelson was still young. Sadly, he passed away when Nelson was around nine years old. This was a huge loss for the family, but it also changed Nelson’s life in an important way. Before his father died, he had asked the acting Thembu king, Chief Jongintaba Dalindyebo, to take care of Nelson. The chief agreed, and so young Nelson left his village and went to live in the royal palace in Mqhekezweni. This was a big change for him. Suddenly, he was living in a place where important decisions were made, where leaders discussed problems, and where he could see how powerful people ruled over others.

Life in the palace was different from the simple, carefree days in Qunu. Nelson was given an education, something that not all Black children in South Africa received at the time. The chief treated him like a son and made sure he went to school. This was when Nelson was given the name "Nelson." On his first day of school, his teacher, Miss Mdingane, decided to give him an English name because it was a common practice during that time for African children to receive Western names. That’s how Rolihlahla Mandela became known as Nelson Mandela.

Education became an important part of Nelson’s life. He was curious and eager to learn. He attended a mission school, where he was taught subjects like reading, writing, and history. He also learned about the laws and rules of his people. As he grew older, he became more interested in leadership and justice. He listened carefully when the chief and other elders spoke about political matters. He realized that Black South Africans were not being treated fairly in their own country. This idea stayed with him as he grew older, and it sparked something deep inside him—an early sense of justice.

Even though Nelson was living in a royal household and getting an education, he was still expected to follow certain traditions. One of the most important traditions for Xhosa boys was the initiation ceremony, which marked the transition from childhood to adulthood. When Nelson was sixteen, he and other boys in his community took part in this ceremony. It involved a series of rituals, including living in the wilderness for a short time and undergoing a painful circumcision process. This was seen as a way to prove bravery and strength. After completing the initiation, Nelson was considered a man in the eyes of his people.

As a young man, Nelson continued his education by attending the prestigious Healdtown Methodist College, a school known for producing strong African leaders. There, he learned more about African history and Western ideas about government. He became more aware of how unfairly Black people were treated in South Africa. He then went to the University College of Fort Hare, the only higher education institution for Black students at the time. It was at Fort Hare that Nelson’s leadership skills began to shine. He was elected to the student council, but when he and other students protested against unfair school policies, he was expelled.

This moment showed something important about Nelson—he was not afraid to stand up for what he believed in, even if it meant facing punishment. This was just the beginning of a long journey in which he would dedicate his life to fighting injustice. After leaving Fort Hare, Nelson returned to the royal palace. However, he soon found out that Chief Jongintaba had arranged a marriage for him. Nelson was not happy about this. He wanted to choose his own path, not be forced into marriage. So, he made a bold decision—he ran away from home.

Along with his friend Justice, who was also the chief’s son, Nelson traveled to the city of Johannesburg. It was his first time in a big city, and it was nothing like the rural villages he had known. Johannesburg was crowded and fast-moving, filled with tall buildings, cars, and people from different backgrounds. It was also a place where Nelson saw how deeply racism affected South Africa. Black people lived in poor areas, worked hard labor jobs for little pay, and had almost no rights. Meanwhile, white people controlled the government, businesses, and wealth. This was the system of racial segregation known as apartheid, though it had not yet become official law.

Nelson started working as a security guard and later as a law clerk while continuing his education. He met people who were involved in politics and fighting for equal rights. These experiences opened his eyes to the reality of injustice in South Africa. His journey from a village boy who played in the fields to a young man determined to change the world had begun.

Even though he had faced challenges, from losing his father to running away from home, each experience helped shape him into the leader he would one day become. The lessons he learned from his childhood—patience, responsibility, leadership, and courage—would guide him as he grew into a man who would fight for freedom and justice for all South Africans.
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Chapter 2: Learning the Ways of His People
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Nelson Mandela grew up in the heart of South Africa, surrounded by the traditions and customs of the Xhosa people. From the moment he was born, he was part of a culture that had been passed down for generations, filled with rich stories, powerful ceremonies, and deep respect for elders and ancestors. As a child, he didn’t just learn how to read and write in school—he also learned the ways of his people, the values that would shape him into the leader he would one day become.

One of the most important lessons young Nelson learned was the role of elders in Xhosa society. In his village, the elders were seen as the keepers of wisdom. They had lived through many challenges, had witnessed history unfold, and understood how to guide their community. Nelson would often sit quietly as the older men gathered under the shade of a tree to discuss important matters. He listened carefully to their words, absorbing their knowledge. They talked about leadership, justice, and the importance of unity. They also told stories—stories of brave warriors, wise kings, and people who stood up for what was right. Even though he was just a boy, Nelson knew that these lessons were valuable. He learned that a great leader is not someone who demands power but someone who listens, understands, and makes decisions for the good of all.

Respect was another important value in Xhosa culture. Nelson was taught from a young age to respect his
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