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Foreword

We live in a remarkable period of the history of the Christian Church. There are no precedents on record for the harvest of souls—the numbers of people coming to Christ and into fellowship with churches—now occurring daily all over the world. We are in the midst of the greatest prayer movement that could ever have been imagined. The center of gravity of world Christianity has now shifted from the Western world to the Third World. The unity of Christians of all stripes has never been greater, at least for 1600 years.

And in the midst of all this, human beings are witnessing the most spectacular outpouring of the power of the Holy Spirit in all of history. Jesus said, “He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father” (John 14:12, NKJV). This statement is so remarkable that many of us have had to stretch ourselves considerably in order to take it literally. But in the mid-1990s it is becoming more and more difficult to ignore either Jesus’ amazing words or their clear implications for the Church today.

Given the spread of Christianity to virtually every country of the world, and given the huge numbers of followers of Jesus Christ, it can safely be said that although we are deeply impressed with the quantity and quality of the supernatural manifestations we read about in the Gospels and Acts, these were but mere pilot projects in comparison to what the Holy Spirit is doing in our midst today.

My good friend Jane Rumph is one of those who sees this more clearly than most. Over the past years, Jane and her husband, Dave, have shared with my wife, Doris, and me several life-changing paradigm shifts. As Jane describes in detail later, we all started this journey as good, solid, Bible-believing Christians who had hearts bent on pleasing God. We were also observant and inquisitive enough to begin to notice that God was doing some things that seemed to be “coloring outside the lines” of what we had been taught to expect. And we were willing to take risks, not only to observe and appreciate some of these unusual works of God at a distance, but even to move into hands-on participation.

As we did, things began to change radically for us. In our adult Sunday school class, not only were we studying the book of Acts, but we were beginning to see much of the supernatural phenomena recorded there actually happening in our midst. The more we did, the more we believed; and the more we believed, the more we had eyes to see other things which were happening all around us.

Jane Rumph has been participating in a great deal of what God is doing, not only in her own nation, but in many other parts of the world. I am delighted that she has now opened new windows for us to see into the lives and ministries of many of God’s dedicated servants who have been moving powerfully, by His grace, in the real world. I know of nothing else like Stories from the Front Lines to open your eyes to the wonders of the Holy Spirit in our day and to help you believe that you can participate in these marvels of the Kingdom of God.

As you read, your faith will grow and you will find yourself praising the King of Kings for His mighty works for the salvation of the lost.

C. Peter Wagner

Fuller Theological Seminary

Pasadena, California


1
What in the World Is God Doing?

A week in Argentina turned my life upside-down.

From the first day my husband, Dave, and I arrived in the country—Wednesday, June 13, 1990—I felt as though we had stepped into the pages of a Frank Peretti novel. In the midst of Argentina’s ongoing spiritual revival, the invisible realm came alive in almost tangible ways as angels and demons seemed to swirl around us. I could hardly believe everything that was going on, but I could not put the “book” down, soaking up each day’s events like a bug-eyed child leafing through pictures of another world.

Dave and I had traveled to South America with Cindy Jacobs, founder of Generals of Intercession, and Doris Wagner, wife of Fuller Seminary church growth professor C. Peter Wagner. Harvest Evangelism, a ministry in the midst of a three-year plan to reach an Argentine city for Christ, had invited Cindy to teach on strategic-level intercession. Dave and I went along with Doris to support and intercede, and I chronicled events on this trip (and two more that year) to write a report afterward.

For the first time I saw an intercessory warfare model in action. Wild? It was like nothing I had ever experienced. As a friend says, I made such a radical paradigm shift that I almost stripped the transmission gears.

My traditional, evangelical background had laid a solid foundation in biblical truth, and I had already begun seeing God’s power touch lives through supernatural healing and deliverance. But little prepared me for witnessing firsthand demonstrations of prayer, proclamation and prophetic action intended to help break a demonic stranglehold over a whole city.

Víctor Lorenzo, a Harvest Evangelism staff member, had done research (also called “spiritual mapping”) in the city of Resistencia, capital of the northern Argentine province of Chaco. Attempting to get the spiritual lay of the land—studying factors like religion, culture and local history—he had identified what he saw as five evil principalities or “strongholds” pervading the area. One was the cult of San La Muerte, literally “St. Death,” a diabolical spirit that adherents believe promises a good death in exchange for allegiance.

Cindy taught extensively during this trip on principles of strategic-level intercession and spiritual warfare. She met with the city’s pastors and prepared a team to engage in warfare prayer in Resistencia’s central plaza. For someone like me it was a startling, almost unbelievable prayer meeting. All morning the intercessors stood before the Lord or walked to different areas of the open plaza to pray in front of particular statues, artwork or buildings. They sang praises, read Scripture, clapped hands, even pantomimed their prayers and rebuked the demonic strongholds in the name of Jesus Christ. Through worship, individual and corporate repentance and reconciliation, they exercised the authority given believers by the Lord Jesus:

“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.”

Luke 10:19

After five hours the intercessors experienced a great release of joy that erupted in shouts of victory. The demonic power, they sensed, had been broken.

Six weeks later Edgardo Silvoso, president of Harvest Evangelism, pummeled the kingdom of darkness again when he publicly repudiated and prayed against San La Muerte in a citywide campaign.

Then in October, just before the crusade that climaxed the plan to reach the city, Edgardo got some stunning news.

“You know who died last Saturday?” Víctor, his staff worker, asked him. “Doña Cecilia Medina, caretaker of one of Resistencia’s most important temples to San La Muerte.”

“She’s dead?” Edgardo responded. “What happened?”

“Seems she was smoking in bed and fell asleep—asphyxiated when her bed caught fire. But there’s more. A guy from one of the churches was on the emergency team that responded to the fire. Strangest thing, he said. In the whole bedroom, the only things burned were the bed, the woman herself—and her idol statue of San La Muerte.”

Edgardo considered this news. They had prayed against the demonic principality itself, not against its followers. Could this development possibly suggest that the powers of darkness were in retreat? Despite all her years of devotion to San La Muerte, Doña Cecilia had suffered a horrible death. Those who prayed to the evil spirit for a good death must have gagged on their medias lunas when they read the article in the morning newspaper over breakfast.

The citywide crusade that week drew thousands to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. More than two thousand returned commitment cards. By April 1991, the official end of the three-year plan, Resistencia’s church population had doubled—a 102% increase in actual church members. And the plentiful harvest continued. Two years later unofficial figures pegged church growth at 500%, with the total number of congregations jumping from seventy to two hundred.

Did the intercessory warfare against San La Muerte contribute to this amazing change in Resistencia’s spiritual climate? Only heaven will tell for sure, but many of those who now trust in Jesus for eternal life would have no doubt.

Power Evangelism

The new Argentine believers came to faith in Christ through a set of circumstances that included power evangelism. Pastor John Wimber of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship coined the term, with author Kevin Springer, in their best-selling book of the same name (Harper & Row, 1986). Power evangelism in its widest definition includes any instance in which the demonstrated power of God plays a role in conversion. In a typical power evangelism experience, some kind of supernatural phenomenon breaks through barriers of resistance to the Gospel, empowering the truth about Christ (in whatever way it comes) to penetrate and bring salvation.

Signs and wonders, spiritual warfare, gifts of the Holy Spirit, healing, miracles, dreams, angelic visitations—the Bible speaks of these things, but how often do they happen today? And if they still take place, what is their purpose?

This book showcases the most important purpose served by signs and wonders: bringing people to faith in Jesus Christ. In the following pages, dozens of contemporary stories from all over the world show how God manifests His transcendent power to cut through thickets of spiritual bondage and lead people to the point of conversion.

Power evangelism can take as many forms as the variety of ways God demonstrates His power. Sometimes an unbeliever with a simple headache wants to know Jesus personally after the pain disappears through prayer in Jesus’ name. And, on the other end of the scale, incidents of resuscitation from the dead can bring not only individuals but families or even whole villages to faith in Christ.

Make no mistake—signs and wonders cannot save. Only the Holy Spirit bringing conviction of the good news of Jesus Christ—His life, death on the cross and resurrection—can convey God’s grace and lead someone into the Kingdom of God. The apostle Paul says in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. . . .”

Yet the undeniable potency of the Gospel alone can be turbo-charged when it works hand in hand with the power of signs and wonders pointing to Christ. Jesus’ own ministry consistently shows effective partnership between the proclamation of the Kingdom and the demonstration of its power: “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness” (Matthew 9:35).

Power evangelism hinges on the will of God for a particular time, place and people. Jesus declared while on earth, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does” (John 5:19). If the Father has no plans to intervene supernaturally, our presumption will not force Him to do so. But perhaps more often, God’s sons and daughters miss opportunities to co-labor with Him when we remain oblivious to what He is doing or wants to do. Maximum effectiveness in evangelism comes when those who share the Gospel keep in step with the Holy Spirit and His leading, doing “whatever the Father does,” including ministering in divine power.

In some stories in this book, the Holy Spirit comes in personal, supernatural ways to lead a single individual to salvation. In other stories the demonstrated power of God results in the conversion of people who either witnessed an event or heard firsthand testimony. Sometimes the prayers of believers prompt the release of divine power. Other times the Lord seems to act sovereignly. In most of these stories God intervenes for good and blessing, drawing people to His love and grace. Occasionally, however, He directs His power against the forces of evil, causing witnesses to revere Him in repentance. In the case of spiritual warfare, as in Resistencia, the destruction of demonic strongholds blinding people’s minds frees them to respond to the Gospel as never before.

Power evangelism may be new to you. But its potential can revolutionize your ministry and mission. At the end of this chapter you will find a list of six ways the implications of the stories in this book can benefit your life and witness.

Read on and take a look at what happened as a result of the simple but courageous obedience of a man stuck with a long airport layover.

Four Hours in an African Airport

On Monday, February 14, 1994, David Henry, an itinerant church-planting coach from Los Angeles, found himself with four hours to kill in Lungi Airport in Freetown, capital of Sierra Leone, West Africa. After finishing seminars on church planting that he had been invited to teach, he had received an unexpected opportunity to minister in The Gambia, about four hundred miles up the coast. David decided to extend his trip, and linked up with four Australians traveling there to assist a mercy ministry with food and medical equipment.

Lungi Airport, not exactly bustling, offered few diversions for the traveler with time on his hands. Sitting with his new friends at a small table, David sipped a cup of coffee heavily spiked with cream and sugar.

Long layovers can be a drag, he thought.

One of the Australians, Ian Farrington, was praying aloud quietly as he left the table and wandered over to a railing overlooking the runway. Before long, this white man who seemed to be muttering to himself attracted the attention of an airport security guard. David noticed the pair talking for a few minutes before they headed over to the table.

“David,” said Ian, a new believer of about two years, “this is Moses Konteh. I was over there praying when he came up and asked me what I was doing. I told him I was talking to Jesus, just telling Him how much I love Him. Moses is a Muslim, and the idea of talking to Jesus really seems to astound him. I decided I’d better introduce him to somebody who can tell him about Jesus better than I can.”

David set down his coffee cup, but Moses held up a hand. “Wait! Don’t say anything yet. I want to get some of my friends.”

In moments David and the Australians were surrounded by seven or eight airport employees. David shared a simple message of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.

“Jesus loves Muslims,” he concluded, “and He often likes to heal Muslims to show His love. Is anybody here sick or hurting?”

Umar, a baggage-handler, piped up, “I injured my hip and it’s in constant pain.”

Depending on the Holy Spirit for guidance, David prayed a short prayer for healing in Jesus’ name.

Suddenly Umar cried out, “It’s gone! My pain is totally gone!”

He began to jump and bend while the others gaped at him.

Sensing an anointing from God, David plunged ahead, aware that his methodology would probably mortify traditional Islamic missions strategists. “Would any of you like to receive Jesus as your Savior now?”

Every one of them was ready. They held hands as David led them in a prayer to confess Jesus as Savior. Then he began explaining more of what it means to know the love of God in Christ.

Some of the workers had to return to their duties. But Moses, the security guard who had started all this, hungered for more and went to find his two supervisors. Then they all went to an air-conditioned office.

Both supervisors were already believers, David learned, but they needed healing. One faced possible abdominal surgery. As David prayed for him, his pain and swelling vanished. The other supervisor wanted prayer for chronic pain in his ribs, but David stepped back.

“Moses has just asked Jesus to come into his heart,” he told the two men. “Moses, why don’t you pray for your boss yourself?”

With a little coaching, Moses laid his hand on his supervisor and told the pain to leave in Jesus’ name. It did instantly. A wave of joy spread through the room.

David gave everyone Bibles with study helps as they continued to talk. Then the men returned to their posts.

David was just thinking about a second cup of coffee when Moses telephoned his brother with an urgent request: “Please bring my wife to the airport. There’s someone I want her to meet.”

The two arrived and David gave another simple account of the Gospel. After Moses told them about the healings, they wanted to receive Jesus, too.

Later Moses asked David when he would be coming back through the airport.

“A week from Wednesday,” David answered.

“I’ll be looking for you,” said Moses, smiling.

So it was that David’s next four-hour layover in Lungi Airport promised to be considerably more interesting. You will hear about his ministry in The Gambia in chapter 9. But on his return to Sierra Leone, he taught and ministered to several more people Moses had assembled, giving them Gospel literature and inviting each one to hear an evangelist who would preach in the national stadium the following week.

And David went home praising God for unexpected opportunities. Even an airport layover can be an exciting time of cooperating with “whatever the Father does” and ministering His power to bring souls to Jesus Christ.

Lost in a Sea of Sand

David Henry’s story illustrates the interaction between the communication of the Gospel and the demonstration of its power. So does my husband’s process of conversion.

For most of his first seventeen years, Dave Rumph clung to atheism and the ideal of self-sufficiency, convinced that scientific rationalism left no room for a Supreme Being who operated outside the confines of time and space. Religion was for mental and emotional weaklings.

But his resolve cracked when he saw friends he respected, strong and intellectual, confess faith in God and His Son, Jesus Christ. He heard them pray and saw answers come. First skeptical, then flabbergasted, he witnessed odd coincidences time and again, too frequent to write off to chance. He began to believe there might be Someone out there bigger than himself.

In the summer of 1975 Dave’s Boy Scout troop from suburban Orinda in Northern California spent a week camping at Blue Lake in the Sierra Nevada. One night Dave and other senior patrol leaders put on a skit around the shoreline campfire. He and his fellow actors wore dark glasses, and Dave could see little besides the glow of the fire. But when the skit ended and he took them off, he knew immediately something was wrong. One of his contact lenses had popped out of his eye.

The campfire entertainment continued while Dave felt his guts churn. There was no telling when or where the lens had come out over dozens of square feet of lakeside sand and gravel.

As he turned away in anguish to sit alone under a nearby tree, Dave envisioned boys stepping on the hard plastic lens, cracking it, kicking it deeper into the sand. His math and science training told him that the odds of finding the tiny, clear contact at all (not to mention in good condition) were astronomical.

O God, help! It was a desperate heart cry.

Despite his discouragement, Dave determined to search, even if he had to comb the sand inch by inch, archeologist-style. After the campfire ended, Dave went to his tent, removed the remaining contact lens and dug his thick glasses out of his pack. Returning to the now-deserted campfire ring with a Coleman lantern, he set it down and got on hands and knees. Instantly he caught a glint of something small in the lantern’s glow. His lost lens, intact and unscratched, lay in the first place he set his eyes.

Dave sat in silence for a long time before returning to his tent. Waves of relief washed over him while his mind tried to take it in.

This . . . this is a miracle, he had to admit. This goes way beyond the laws of probability.

The implications began to hit home. Was this what his friends had been trying to tell him?

God isn’t just out there, he realized. He knows me and my traumas and wants to help. I can turn to Him in situations beyond my control. He’s a personal God and worthy of my trust.

Dave’s experience at Blue Lake summer camp proved a turning point in his move toward a relationship with Jesus Christ. All the intellectual arguments and theological apologetics of Christian friends made little impact until he began to see the miraculous power of God at work in ways he could not explain by the laws of nature.

Yet he would not have known who heard and answered his prayer at Blue Lake without his friends’ previous testimony. Believers within the Body of Christ had given him the building blocks he needed to lay a foundation of faith grounded not in scientific rationalism but in biblical truth.

Something More?

My own spiritual background could not have been more different. God blessed me with Christian parents. My father, John Novak, came to faith simply by reading and meditating on the Gospel of John. I asked Jesus into my heart at age five when my mother, Zillah Novak, shared the Good News with me.

At the traditional, Bible-believing evangelical church in which I grew up, missions and evangelism received strong emphasis. The youth groups held many outreach events that drew young people to hear contemporary presentations of the Gospel through word, music or drama. People came to Christ. The church grew.

But I learned little until college about the role of the Holy Spirit. And the few stories I heard about remarkable supernatural events always took place long ago or far away.

Change came slowly as I, like Dave, found friends who believed in the immediacy of God’s presence in their lives. No flakiness here—these were bright folks who knew the Bible. But they had a personal experience of the Holy Spirit that was new to me. Gingerly I began sampling it.

My approach to evangelism did not change. I still carried a Four Spiritual Laws booklet in my purse, took part in the “I Found It!” campaign, invited friends to church and outreach events. But I started discovering a few missing pieces of the puzzle.

In the fall of 1983, two years after we married, Dave and I began hearing about Pastor John Wimber and his Vineyard Christian Fellowship, then meeting in the gymnasium of Canyon High School in Anaheim Hills, California. Each service ended with a “ministry time.” People shook when prayed for. Others were healed instantly of diseases. Unbelievers were delivered of demons and committed themselves to Christ. The church, mushrooming in size, planned to move to a large leased warehouse in southeast Anaheim.

Within the previous year we had also heard tales of strange goings-on at Fuller Theological Seminary in our hometown of Pasadena. Students packed out a new course called “Signs, Wonders and Church Growth” taught by John Wimber and C. Peter Wagner, professor at Fuller’s School of World Mission. And Wagner, we learned, was teaching a class at Lake Avenue Congregational Church called the “120 Fellowship.”

From our first visit to 120 Fellowship in January 1984, the new puzzle pieces began coming together. The class took its name from the 120 believers mentioned in Acts 1:15 who joined together in prayer before Pentecost. Dr. Wagner—soon to become “Peter”—showed me how powerful experiences of the Holy Spirit could link with solid evangelical theology in a satisfying, effective partnership. I did not have to stretch the bounds of biblical interpretation to accept signs and wonders as valid for today.

I began reading of other Christian leaders who had come to the same conclusion. Pastors learned from each other, finding common ground. Traditional churches, including the one in which I grew up, added healing services, prayer for the sick and anointing with oil. The new trend, following the Pentecostal movement of the early 1900s and the charismatic renewal beginning mid-century, was dubbed “the third wave of the Holy Spirit.”

Staggering Growth

In 1990 the puzzle pieces got rearranged dramatically during my travels to Argentina. For the first time I witnessed a head-on clash of spiritual powers. And when the intercession of the Christians in Resistencia struck a heavy blow against the cult of death strangling their city, I saw how the triumph of God over demonic principalities could help liberate thousands of souls from the kingdom of darkness.

My Argentina adventures opened my eyes to astonishing ways God is exercising divine power all over the world to bring people to Christ. Frequently in 120 Fellowship we hear news of exciting global developments. I have been privileged to take part in some of the Wagners’ work as a prayer partner and board member of Global Harvest Ministries. My horizons expanded further when I became chronicler of the Spiritual Warfare Network (SWN), part of the United Prayer Track of the A.D. 2000 & Beyond Movement. The forty United States members of the SWN Founders Circle represent a wide spectrum of theology and methodology. (Some of their stories appear in this book.) In October 1993 the Spiritual Warfare Network held its first international consultation in Seoul, Korea, with some three hundred representatives from 43 countries and six continents.

The global explosion of spiritual power for evangelism is unprecedented, as David Shibley notes in his book A Force in the Earth (Creation House, 1989):

From its humble beginnings at the turn of the century, the movement of the Holy Spirit has grown to become the most vital force in Christianity today. . . . God’s Spirit is ever pointing in one direction—toward the preeminence of Jesus Christ. And He is ever pressing us toward one great goal—the fulfillment of the Great Commission. For the first time since the first century, the evangelization of the world is within our grasp. We have been brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.

pages 15, 16–17

Dr. Ralph Winter, founder of the U.S. Center for World Mission and president of William Carey International University in Pasadena, has tracked the phenomenal advance of the Gospel worldwide and concluded that finishing the task of world evangelization can be accomplished in this generation. Using statistics from Dr. David Barrett, author of The World Christian Encyclopedia and head of the Lausanne Statistics Task Force, Winter shows that “Bible-believing Christians” (in contrast to nominal Christians) are multiplying at a rate more than three times faster than world population growth.

As recently as 1940, there was one “Bible-believing Christian” to 32 other people in the world. By 1980 the ratio had improved to one to sixteen. In 1995 for each believer there were now only eight others (in round figures). This means that close to eleven percent of all people on earth—600 million out of 5.7 billion—confess commitment to Christ (see Mission Frontiers, May-June 1995, p. 5).

Patrick Johnstone’s handbook Operation World (Zondervan, updated 1993) calculates that evangelicals and Pentecostals “are the fastest-growing major religious groupings in the world” (p. 23). Much of their increase comes from conversions, he notes, in contrast to Muslims, whose growth can be traced primarily to high birth rates.

In particular, non-Western harvest fields have yielded a bumper crop in recent years. Johnstone reveals the astonishing facts: “Nearly 70% of the world’s Evangelicals now live in the non-Western world and this is likely to rise to 77% by the end of the century” (p. 26).

What about power evangelism? David Barrett hints at the growing acceptance of signs and wonders in evangelism in his article “Global Statistics” in the Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements (Zondervan/Regency, 1988). “Massive expansion and growth [of the Pentecostal-charismatic renewal] continue at a current rate of 19 million new members a year or over 54,000 a day,” he writes. “One-third of this is purely demographic . . . ; two-thirds are converts and other new members” (p. 811).

In his article “Church Growth” in the same volume, C. Peter Wagner acknowledges that parts of the world are experiencing energetic church growth without accompanying signs and wonders. Conversely, other areas may experience dramatic signs and wonders without, unfortunately, significant church growth. But the sweeping pattern shows a marked correlation between manifestations of supernatural power and bountiful harvests of new believers.

What’s in It for You

In this book you will find stories from all over the world illustrating the magnitude and growing significance of power evangelism today. In each chapter I will point out some of the scriptural precedents for particular kinds of power ministry. Even some of the most unusual stories have counterparts in the Bible, particularly the book of Acts.

Many stories raise key issues with wide-ranging implications. Brief observations and interpretations follow to prompt further reflection. I will also note the drawbacks and limitations of power evangelism in various situations.

Why should you read this book? If this book accomplishes all its goals, it will:


	Expand your vision for the global purposes of God. God loves all people everywhere and will stop at nothing to make sure that some from even the most obscure and resistant groups will stand before His throne among that great multitude from “every nation, tribe, people and language” (Revelation 7:9).






	Give you solid reasons to affirm the effectiveness of power ministries in bringing people to Christ in today’s world. Many quarters of the Body of Christ, particularly in the West, have overlooked the potential of signs and wonders for evangelism. But the orientation of some people groups—such as those for whom religion is primarily an issue not of truth but of power—makes them receptive to almost no other kind of evangelism.



	Encourage you to mediate God’s supernatural ministry. Perhaps that family member who has never responded to your testimony would have a change of heart if he or she experienced the love and power of God through your prayers for healing. The apostle Paul, for one, combined evangelistic methods: “Our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1:5).



	Motivate you to intensified prayer for world missions and evangelism. Does it seem impossible for salvation to come to the Maldivians, one of the least evangelized peoples on earth? Along with interceding for greater openness and receptivity, try praying that God in His power and mercy would work in sovereign, miraculous ways—perhaps through dreams and visions of Jesus Himself proclaiming to them the Good News.



	Boost your faith in our glorious and almighty God. Nothing is impossible for the Lord! The Creator of the universe rules and overrules all other powers and principalities.






	Cause you to join with others in a symphony of praise to God for His glorious acts. All too often the secular media bombard us with discouraging news. But even the more positive reports from Christian radio, television and magazines cannot keep up with everything the Lord is doing across the globe. Come behind the scenes with me to witness some untold tales of God’s grace and power in bringing men and women, boys and girls, into His Kingdom.





In the coming chapters I will reinforce and expand on each of these benefits as we look at the wide potential of power evangelism to accelerate the fulfillment of the Great Commission in our day: Jesus’ command to “go and make disciples of all nations . . . ” (Matthew 28:19). Already the Spirit of the Lord is sweeping across the world like a prairie wildfire!

More than anything, this book aims to magnify the name of Jesus Christ through testimony to His mighty deeds. The writer of Psalm 96:3 (RSV) might have been giving a mandate for this book:

Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples!


2
“I Am the Lord Who Heals You”:
Stories of Divine Healing

The dust swirled in tiny twisters behind Bryan Marleaux’s car as he and his wife headed into the hills south of downtown Tijuana, Mexico. The 31-year-old seminarian and itinerant evangelist silently thanked the Lord again for the young woman he had married. Mercedes, an Argentine-American, would minister with him by translating his guest sermon into Spanish as he preached at a local church that Sunday morning in September 1994.

Bryan reflected on the sovereign way God had first linked the two of them to the pastor and congregation at Iglesia Misión Cristiana Plan Libertador.

One day the previous January he had sensed clear direction from the Holy Spirit to take to Mexico some clothing they had received for distribution to the poor. The message was unmistakable: Today. Go. Mexico.

Mexico? Brian had asked the Lord in response. Now?

But God did not give any more hints. So Bryan and Mercedes had loaded the clothes into their Honda Civic that January day and headed south.

Almost a hundred miles down the coast from their home in Corona Del Mar, California, they crossed the border.

“O.K., Lord, You’ll have to guide us from here,” Bryan prayed aloud.

The hills just ahead seemed to beckon, and Bryan drove into that area. A turn here and there brought them to a dirt road, which they followed until they came to a little church housed in a converted market with several dozen people clustered outside.

Bryan turned aside to park the car, and he and Mercedes began chatting with the first person they met—the pastor, as it turned out. Their jaws sagged when they learned that the guest speaker that day was a friend of theirs from the United States. How had they managed to show up in this remote neighborhood of Tijuana just in time for their friend’s service?

Bryan and Mercedes’ friend introduced them to the congregation and invited them to give greetings. They also shared the clothing they had brought.

“Can you come back in a couple of weeks and preach?” the pastor asked the Marleauxes.

In the eight months since then, they had returned several times and forged a warm bond with the pastor and his people. With a partnership established through divine appointment, Bryan and Mercedes had come to expect the unexpected whenever they visited Iglesia Misión Cristiana.

Now, as they reached the church this Sunday morning, September 18, Bryan pulled up to park.

I wonder what God will do today? he mused as he waited a moment for the dust outside to settle.

During the morning service he preached a message on the grace of God, Mercedes at his side, to the congregation of sixty to eighty members. At the end he felt the Lord prompt him with a few words of knowledge about healing needs. Seven or eight people responded and came forward for prayer, lining up shoulder to shoulder in front of the altar.

As he and Mercedes moved to the first person in line on their right, Bryan asked other worshipers to help pray and stand behind anyone who might fall under the power of the Holy Spirit.

A girl about seven years old began shaking as she was prayed for. Then a young man broke out in sobs while the Lord ministered to deep needs.

We need more prayer help! Bryan thought, scanning the ­congregation.

His eyes lit on Miguel Guerrero, whom just about everyone called Junior. Bryan had met the 28-year-old on previous trips and knew he spoke a little English.

“Junior, why don’t you lay your hand on this man,” Bryan suggested, “and help us pray for him?”

Clearly the power of God already rested on the young man shaking and weeping in the prayer line. But as Junior extended his hand and placed it on the man’s head, Bryan noticed a glazed look come over Junior’s saucer-eyed face. Moments later Junior wandered off, waving that same arm like a traffic cop.

Where is he going? Bryan wondered. We still need his help!

As he and Mercedes moved down the line praying for others, Bryan spotted Junior sitting in the back of the church with two friends about his age, talking and gesturing with gusto. In a few minutes the trio stood up, and the healing line got longer by two as Junior’s friends joined it. Soon Bryan reached the end of the line where Junior stood behind his two friends, one mustached and one clean-shaven, both wearing comfortably worn T-shirts and jeans.

“What would you like prayer for?” Bryan asked them through Mercedes.

The answer took unusually long as Mercedes exchanged words with Junior and his two friends. Finally she turned to Bryan. “His friends say, ‘We haven’t come for healing. We want to receive the Lord.’”

Bryan’s tongue locked in a stammer.

I haven’t given an altar call! he marveled. I didn’t even preach an evangelistic message. He imagined himself joking, “Hey, this isn’t how it’s supposed to go. You guys sit down and let me give an altar call. Then you raise your hands and come forward, O.K.? Go back and let’s try this again!”

The Lord, however, had not been caught by surprise. Junior explained, with Mercedes interpreting, that at the moment he put his hand on the young man in the healing line, he had felt the power of God shoot up his arm like a bolt of electricity. He knew instantly that he had been healed of a long-standing shoulder injury. With pain-free mobility he had not enjoyed in years, Junior lost no time explaining to his two friends, Juan Prieto and José “Che” Rodriguez, what God had done. Although they had never attended church before, Juan and José recognized God’s power and wanted to give their lives to Him.

“You’re sure?” Bryan asked them. “You understand what this means?”

Indeed, each young man confessed his desire to commit his life to Christ. Bryan’s message about God’s grace and the demonstrations of His love in touching and healing others had been enough for them.

Bryan and Mercedes led Juan and José in the sinner’s prayer, asking God for forgiveness and salvation through Christ and pledging their lives to Him. As they finished, the Lord impressed on Bryan to pray for each to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Juan’s face shone with the peace of the Lord, a heavenly smile curling up his brown mustache.

José, meanwhile, began to shake. A stream of tears burst forth and soon his legs gave way. For several minutes he lay on the floor resting in the Holy Spirit, looking as serene as if soaking in a warm bath.

Bryan learned later that Juan and José had come out of painful backgrounds scarred by drug and alcohol abuse. He made sure Junior and others in the church followed up these new professions of faith with Bible study and discipleship training.

And Bryan left Tijuana that September day with a fresh sense of the sovereignty of God in birthing salvation. His theological training had prepared him for giving orderly expositions of the Gospel and strategically timed invitations to receive Christ. But here the Lord had sneaked up on him!

“God doesn’t always wait for us to do our little rituals before He acts,” he concludes with a smile.

The two new believers in Tijuana, meanwhile, continue to attend church and send strong roots deep into the nourishing soil of the Kingdom of God.

Healing as Love and Power

What moved Juan and José to want to become followers of Christ? That September day at Iglesia Misión Cristiana, they saw something they had never seen with such immediacy: a tangible demonstration of the love, compassion and power of Jesus. The witness proved so strong that a physical healing of their friend Junior—not even their own healing—was sufficient to move them to repentance and conversion.

Healing figured prominently in the earthly ministry of Jesus. Why?

In the first place, the Gospels speak of Jesus’ compassion toward the suffering. Mark 1:40–42 chronicles a typical incident from the beginning of His ministry:

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”

Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.

Similarly, near the end of His ministry, Jesus met two blind men sitting by the road outside Jericho. They called to Him, pleading for restoration of their sight. Matthew 20:34 records, “Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their sight and followed him.”

Second, supernatural healing served as a sign of the Kingdom of God, offering powerful validation of Jesus’ identity and message. Peter declared in his Pentecost sermon that “Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God
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“Crumbs” of Healing Enough to Satisfy













A Miraculous Meeting with Jesus













































Ministering Healing to Internationals













The Healing of Hogwanobiayo







































Stepping Out in the Power of Word and Deed
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“I know of nothing else like Stories from the Front Lines to open your
eyes to the wonders of the Holy Spirit in our day.”

€. PETER WAGNER
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