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			“If what I say resonates with you,

			it is merely because we are both branches

			on the same tree.”

			—W.B. Yeats

		


		


		
			DEDICATION—

			For Jeremy, Israel, and Asher and for the Writing in the Garden friends.

		


		
			PART I:
The Fighter Doesn’t Dance Around

		


		
			Amanda “Haiku” Nunes

			The fighter

			doesn’t dance around.

			She goes straight

			for the takedown.

			The fight is done

			48 seconds 

			into round one.

			Viewers are left

			thinking “I paid 

			for this?” and 

			“I need to see

			this fight 

			a few hundred 

			more times.”

			Announcers are 

			left speechless 

			and unprepared.

			It’s like reading Basho

			for the first time.

		


		
			Mandatory Training

			Mandatory training

			took her mind

			to a safe space

			where harassment

			is reported,

			cybercrime averted,

			and privacy laws

			upheld. 

			Next time her day

			devolves into chaos—

			like today when she 

			crashed into the dumpster 

			and smashed her rear window—

			she will remember 

			to center herself

			by meditating

			on mandatory training.

		


		
			Prey

			Amid the empty crab shells,

			feathers, and fish bones

			on the rocky beach

			at Mira Flores, 

			I remember I am prey.

			I stick out on the rocks,

			but after 42 years

			I’ve done a better job

			of not getting caught

			than some.

			 

		


		
			There Was Not Enough Room 
on the Postcard 

			There was not enough room on the postcard to write—

			The truth is any city you are not in holds 
no magic for me

			My day starts when you bring the coffee and ends 
when you turn out the lights

			Since I’ve been gone it’s been one long fuzzy Monday

			even though the Facebook posts look sweet

			so instead, I write

			Hello from New Orleans

			and hope you guess what I mean.

		


		
			Mother’s Concerns 

			My husband explains: 

			fathers don’t care 

			about their son’s coats. 

			Sons can tell 

			if they feel cold, 

			go to the closet, 

			and pull out a coat. 

			As long as coats exist 

			at the moment 

			sons feel cold, 

			then fathers don’t worry. 

			The kind, the color, the size, 

			the judgement from teachers 

			when sons choose 

			not to wear coats, 

			these are mothers’ concerns.

		


		
			I Can’t Cry on a Pink Cake

			I can’t cry on a pink cake,

			says the tv lady.

			She has conflated the pastry

			with her mother’s death

			from breast cancer.

			She makes an understated dish

			topped with white chocolate flowers. 

			Her cake stands strong

			like a woman in stage 4 who walks 

			Relay for Life for the last time.

		


		
			Maps

			What if darkness had come

			and you were lost?

			Maps bubble up

			in my mind’s eye.

			Sometimes they appear

			like fields from

			an airplane window.

			Other times they float

			like a canoe

			under a willow tree.

			Maps shift and twist,

			but they are always

			on the horizon.

			Like chess has rules,

			my world has order,

			connections, patterns.

			I could never 

			get lost out there.

			My internal compass

			guides me home.

			*Phrases in italics come from The Sound of Music conversation between the Reverend Mother and 
Maria at the beginning of the movie.
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