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Preface
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The subject of Divine Favour is one of the most beautiful truths revealed in Scripture. From Genesis to Revelation, the story of God’s dealings with humankind is marked by His gracious inclination toward those He chooses, not because of merit, but because of His sovereign love and purpose. Divine favour opens doors that no man can shut, lifts the lowly to places of honour, and preserves the righteous in times of adversity.

This work, The Protocol of Divine Favour, is born out of a deep desire to explore the mystery, meaning, and manifestation of God’s favour as presented in the Word of God. It is not merely a collection of inspirational thoughts, but a biblical and theological reflection designed to help the reader understand what divine favour truly is, how it operates, and how believers can walk in it with wisdom and humility.

At its heart, this treatise seeks to answer vital questions: What is divine favour? How does it differ from grace, mercy, or blessing? Who are the men and women in Scripture who walked in favour, and what can we learn from their lives? Most importantly, how can a believer today position themselves to live under the canopy of God’s favour?

The word “protocol” suggests order, alignment, and intentionality. Divine favour is not random; it flows according to God’s covenant purposes. To understand the protocol of divine favour is to discern the principles and pathways through which God delights to reveal His goodness to His children.

My prayer is that as you read, the Spirit of God will open your eyes to the reality that you are called to be God’s favoured one in Christ Jesus. May this book stir faith, gratitude, and obedience in your heart, leading you into deeper fellowship with the God who loves to favour His people.
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Throughout the Scriptures, there runs a golden thread of Divine Favour. From Noah, who “found favour in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8), to Mary, who was greeted as the one “highly favoured” (Luke 1:28), we see how the hand of God rests uniquely upon individuals, families, and even nations. Divine favour is that supernatural advantage God grants to His people, enabling them to fulfil His purpose, experience His goodness, and manifest His glory on earth.

To understand divine favour, we must begin by recognizing that it flows out of God’s character. He is a God of grace and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love (Exodus 34:6). His favour is not earned by human effort or merit; rather, it is bestowed out of His sovereign will. Yet, the Bible also shows us that divine favour is not random. It is often linked to covenant, righteousness, obedience, humility, and faith.

In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word most often translated “favour” (ḥēn) carries the idea of grace, acceptance, or delight. In the New Testament, the Greek word charis overlaps with “grace,” pointing us to the unmerited kindness of God revealed in Christ Jesus. Favour, then, is closely tied to grace, but it carries a distinctive emphasis on preferential kindness and open doors that set one apart for divine assignment and blessing.

This treatise seeks to present a biblical and theological exploration of divine favour—its meaning, manifestations, and implications for the believer. We will study the lives of those who walked in favour, examine the covenantal context that shapes it, and learn the spiritual principles that govern it.

Understanding the protocol of divine favour is crucial for the believer today. It helps us avoid extremes—either presumption (believing favour excuses disobedience) or despair (believing favour is unattainable). Instead, we are invited into a balanced walk: to rest in God’s sovereign choice, while also aligning our lives with His ways so that His favour may flow freely.

May this study equip you to see divine favour not as a mysterious accident, but as a purposeful reality rooted in God’s love. As we proceed, you will discover that the greatest expression of divine favour is not material prosperity, but the gift of Christ Himself—God’s ultimate favour to humanity.
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The Concept of Favour in Scripture
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1.1 Understanding the Language of Favour
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The word favour appears in many places in the Bible, and it is important to understand its meaning. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word ḥēn often refers to grace, kindness, or acceptance that a person receives from God or another human being. It carries the idea of being looked upon with delight. In the New Testament, the Greek word charis is most often translated as “grace,” but it also conveys the idea of divine favour. While grace speaks of God’s unmerited kindness, favour emphasises the preferential aspect of God’s goodness—His decision to single out and bless. Favour is not the same as mercy (withholding judgment) or blessing (a gift of provision), though they are related. At its core, divine favour is God’s gracious hand resting upon someone for a unique purpose, bringing advantage, opportunity, and honour.
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1.2 Favour in the Old Testament
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The Old Testament provides rich examples of divine favour. Noah “found favour in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8), which led to his preservation in the flood. Abraham received favour through covenant, becoming a channel of blessing to all nations (Genesis 12:1–3). Joseph was shown favour in Egypt, rising from prison to the palace because “the Lord was with him” (Genesis 39:21). Moses pleaded for God’s favour, and the Lord assured him of His presence (Exodus 33:12–17). Esther found favour before King Ahasuerus, opening the way for the deliverance of her people (Esther 2:17). In each case, divine favour marked individuals out for a special assignment and empowered them to accomplish what was humanly impossible. Favour in the Old Testament is therefore both a privilege and a responsibility, always tied to God’s larger redemptive purposes.
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1.3 Favour in the New Testament
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In the New Testament, divine favour reaches its fullest expression. Mary, the mother of Jesus, is called “highly favoured” (Luke 1:28), chosen to bear the Son of God. Jesus Himself “grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52), demonstrating that favour is not only divine but also relational. The early church enjoyed “favour with all the people” (Acts 2:47), which created open doors for the spread of the gospel. These examples show that divine favour is not restricted to individuals in the past; it continues under the new covenant. Through Christ, every believer has access to God’s favour. In Him, we experience spiritual acceptance, empowerment for service, and influence in the world. The New Testament thus presents favour not as a rare privilege for a few, but as a shared inheritance in Christ.
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