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I dedicate this work to my muses, who helped and sticked by me in the darkest of times: Laura, Brandy and Cynthia, who appreciated me even in times I doubted my own strength and talent. You are the most amazing, powerful gang of gals, and I can only be honored to be your friend.
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What You Need

Drawing Supplies

eraser

HB or mechanical pencils

ruler

smooth, heavy-weight drawing paper

Inking & Coloring Supplies

alcohol-based markers

black and colored inks

colored pencils

crayons

fine-line markers

liquid eraser

nibs and nib holders

paint brushes

permanent markers

watercolor paints




Introduction

Fantasy genre inspiration is all around us, from board games and video games to the legends and myths of fairy tales, and, of course, manga and anime. In manga, fantasy characters and creatures play roles in a unique adventure, sometimes representing the same stories over and over again but in a different way each time.

The fantasy genre has many sub-genres of its own. Sub-genres can include medieval themes, steampunk worlds and fairy realms. Some even have futuristic environments.

In this book, we will embark on an epic adventure together! You will learn how to draw fantasy manga creatures and characters, how to design the worlds they inhabit, and how to put them together into a story scene.

Get ready—your crash course to drawing manga fantasy starts… now!


1
Getting
 Started

In this chapter we will cover the basic manga tools, as well as how to use them and make them last. Creating manga takes just a few simple steps, so you will learn all you need to know about getting started. We will conquer your drawing fears together, plus learn how to ink your work and make your manga from scratch. Let’s begin!
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Meet the Mascots!
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Mimi is the mysterious Shrine Priestess. She is also the human form of the two-tailed fox. Mimi will encourage you to fight on and use the magic of imagination.
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Maya is the protector of the two-tailed fox. She uses the magic of art and illusions. Her symbol is a paint brush. She will lead you through this adventure with her friends.
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Small Fox Mimi will help to guide you along the way, doing her best to make you smile the entire time.
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Marco is the brave knight who, just like you, is striving to improve and learn. That is why his symbol is the toughest tool to master—the inking pen.
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When trouble comes along, you can count on Big Mimi to jump to the rescue to help you fight monsters and your fears.



Drawing Supplies

Fantasy manga requires the same basic tools as any manga illustration or manga panel. Tools can be categorized by their purpose.
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Pencils

You can use regular school pencils or the mechanical kind. However, it is not recommended to use soft lead pencils for setting up manga lines. Usually the role of a pencil is to simply set up a sketch before proceeding to the inking part of the process.
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Erasers

Erasers are an important tool for drawing manga. It is best to use the type that are all one color, since multicolored erasers tend to smudge up the pencil lines you will want to erase eventually.
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Paper

Papers with weight heavier than 90-lbs. (190gsm) are advisable for any type of manga art, especially when working with a lot of ink or watercolors. (Thin papers will buckle under a lot of water or ink.) Smooth papers are advisable for marker illustrations and thin layers of watercolors. Heavy-duty papers also work well for watercolors, but tend to have a rough texture.




Tip

Smooth stock paper is usually expensive, but a cheaper option is available. Laser printer papers have very similar properties and can work well as an alternative to stock papers.



Inking Supplies


There are various inking tools that can be used for drawing out lines.
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Inks, Nibs and Nib Holders

Inking nibs and nib holders can be used with black and colored inks (and even white ink) to create special effects.
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Fine-Line Markers

Fine-line markers are thin markers with various tip sizes. They are specialized for precise lines.
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Permanent Markers

A regular permanent marker is a cheap and precise tool for getting even coverage.




Tip

Always make sure that your inking tools are waterproof to avoid accidental bleeding of your line art.



Supplies for Adding Color


Add color to your manga artwork with colored pencils, watercolors, pigmented inks or alcohol-based markers.
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Alcohol-based Markers

Alcohol-based markers dry fast, which will save time if you are in a rush. However, each marker has only one cartridge of color, which means you will need to purchase a lot of them, including the refills.
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Paint Brushes

Paint brushes can be used to cover large areas with both paint and ink.
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Watercolor Paints

Watercolor paints can last a long time, especially if they are well pigmented. They create realistic colors and textures that cannot be achieved with markers



Other Supplies


Here are some other useful supplies to consider adding to your manga art kit.
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Ruling and Ink Nib Pens

Ruling pens enable precise rendering of the thinnest lines and can be used for drawing in ink or any other fluids. They contain ink in a slot held between two flexible metal jaws that taper to a point.

Nib pens usually consist of a metal nib mounted on a wooden handle. They are sensitive to variations of pressure and speed, producing a line that naturally varies in thickness. There is a wide range of exchangeable nibs available, so different types of lines and effects can be created.
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White Out

White out tools are as various as inking tools. They can be used for white lines, splatter and particle effects, repairing ink spills and correcting imperfections. There are white out pens and markers, thick paint and even white ink. Most watercolor sets also come with a white watercolor pigment in the box.
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Rulers

Rulers are useful for drawing building interiors and exteriors for a scene in a particular setting.



Fighting Fears & Fixing Mistakes

Many beginning artists will look at the works of their favorite artists and think it’s not possible to ever be that good. But even our role models began with a single line.

A large part of that fear is just insecurity about the mistakes we might make. Yet mistakes are an important part of the process, because they teach us to grow and improve. Fixing mistakes takes time, but it is worth it.
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Have no fear! We shall conquer this beast! All you need is patience and to accept that sometimes you will have to do it over. However, there are lots of tricks for making things go easier.
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The most common mistakes made are inadvertently splattering ink or paint on the work, a misguided inked line, or an “off” pose or body proportion that went unnoticed at first.
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For spilled ink you can:


	Cover the area with thin layers of white paint.

	If the damage is too big, you can remove the manga panel, redo it and duct tape it back in place from the back of the page.

	Start again by tracing over the entire drawing on a new piece of paper.
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Improvise a tracing table by sticking your paper to a window. Or, you could put a phone with the flashlight turned on in a see-through plastic box and draw on top of it.




Tip

Trace your art for fixing mistakes, but don’t trace other people’s artwork. Tracing other people’s work will not help you improve.




2
Basics

The secret to manga drawing is simplicity. In this chapter, you will learn how to draw fantasy manga-style features and bodies for both male and female characters. We will focus on tips for simplifying features such as eyes and noses, as well as body shapes—all while keeping a fantasy manga look.
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Eyes

There are many ways to make your manga fantasy character’s eyes appear magical.
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Place scars across the eyelid for the look of a seasoned fighter character.
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Eyes without an iris create a hypnotized, enchanted-looking character with a mysterious appearance.
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Animal eyes give an exotic, wild look to a character. Add a little red eyeliner for a splash of inspiration.
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A magical symbol embedded in the eye will look impressive if symmetrical.
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Multi-colored eyes work well for perky, magical creatures.
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Stars or heart shapes inside the eye lend personality to cute, whimsical characters.
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You can create subtle yet unique looks with various shades of eye colors.



Demonstration
The Mysterious Manga Eye

To give a character more of a fantasy appearance, their eyes need to tell a story. This is an eye applicable to both genders, but drawn in such a way to represent a mysterious magical creature or character.


Materials

coloring tools of your choice

eraser

paper

pencil

ruler
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1 Draw curvy, S-shaped lines for the eyelashes.
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2 Draw the edges of the iris within the eye. With a squinted eye such as this one, the full circle never fits in between the lash lines.
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3 Draw the catch-light bubble inside the upper right area of the



















Demonstration
Male Face—Front View



Materials































Inking




Line Thickness






One Last Look




Shading




Regular Lighting






Side Lighting






Under Lighting




Demonstration
Male Face—Side View



Materials































Inking



Line Thickness






A More Realistic Look





Trick














Demonstration
Female Face—Front View



Materials































Inking



For Best Results




Shading



Regular Lighting






Side Lighting






Under Lighting




Demonstration
Female Face—Side View



Materials

































Inking



Line Thickness






A More Realistic Look




Changing Elements




On Style





Body Proportions—Counting Heads








Male Body Shapes



Young Male Character





























Mature Male Character









Female Body Shapes



Young Female Character

























Mature Female Character
















Counter Poses
































Foreshortening
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