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					At the turn of the twentieth century, Antarctica is the last unexplored continent on Earth. 

					This time period is known as the Heroic Age of Antarctic Exploration. In England, the Royal Geographical Society, private investors, commercial companies, and the Royal Navy support expeditions to the southernmost place in the world. 

					The ice is unforgiving. It can break the human spirit. It takes many men willing to face hardship, danger, and years away from home doing jobs both big and small to keep these expeditions running. This is the story of one. 

					His name is Tom Crean.
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					Tom Crean is born on the finger of a peninsula on a patchwork island that points towards the wild and windy ocean. 

					But there is not much future for a poor lad from a large farming family on the west coast of Ireland. 

					As so many of his countrymen have done for ages, young Tom will take to the sea.
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					Tom joins the Royal Navy. He is barely sixteen years old. He takes his knocks, and learns the ropes, and works his way up the ranks. He likely thinks often of home.

					Ten years pass.
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					Tom is at port in New Zealand. The ship Discovery is ready to leave for Antarctica – the frozen, uncharted end of the earth! But a sailor has left the crew, and Captain Scott needs a replacement, fast.

					Tom steps up to the adventure.
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					Tom and the men build a camp at Hut Point. For ten hours a day, they haul eight-hundred-pound sleds to lay supply depots on a route along the ice shelf, so that returning explorers can travel light and will have food and fuel on their way back to camp. The men know little of the ice’s cold trickery. Tom learns quickly.
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					He warms the frozen feet of a crewmate, purple with frostbite.

					He fears the hidden crevasses that plunge to a deep, dark end. 

					And yet, the ice . . .

				

			

			
				
					He sees the slushy floes that split and melt into the sea.
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					. . . takes his breath away.
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					Winter comes quickly to Antarctica. The sea closes in. The Discovery is locked in the frozen McMurdo Sound. 

					The dark winter days and nights last from April through October. Explorations continue, but the ship stays trapped for two years. The Royal Navy sends rescue. It is a terrible thing to abandon a ship, but Captain Scott might have no choice.

				

			

			
				
					Tom and the men chop channels through the thick blocks of ice and blast them with dynamite. Tom crashes twice through the surface to the bitter sea below. His mates pull him out, soaked to the bone and freezing. Tom is lucky.
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					Finally, the ice begins to thaw, and the ship breaks free. The Discovery sails for home. 

					Tom has earned a promotion for his good work. In six years’ time, Captain Scott will invite him to Antarctica again.
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					The Terra Nova’s deck teems with ponies, dogs, new motor-sleds for crossing the ice, and one rabbit that Tom has brought aboard the ship. But as they leave port, Captain Scott learns that Roald Amundsen, on the Norwegian ship Fram, is also trying to reach the South Pole. They must hurry.

				

			

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				
					A gale-force wind blows hard as they set sail. It sweeps one dog overboard and washes him back on deck again. Tom is very relieved.

				

			

			
				
					Tom and the men build a hut at Cape Evans to stay the winter. Once more, they make trips across the ice to prepare supplies for the long trek to the Pole. 

					Sometimes they use the dogs and ponies to pull the sleds. But the ponies are not fit for Antarctica, and Captain Scott is not used to handling sled dogs. The men must work even harder.
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					On one return trip – CRACK! – the ice splits beneath their tent. Tom and his crewmates jump from floe to floe and try not to slip into the sea. Killer whales circle and bump and knock against the bobbing ice. Hours pass. Finally, the men drift toward the ice shelf. Tom leaps across a span of water, scrambles up the slippery cliff, and runs for help.
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					The men are saved. But one sled and three of the ponies are gone. 

					For a short time after, Tom is snow-blind from the sun’s bright reflection on the ice.
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