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CHAPTER 1

PROLOGUE

 “I once believed that for humanity
to survive, we needed to evolve; we needed to be better, and so I
started my research with nano machines. Robotics was the closest we
had ever come to creating something that didn’t have as many needs
as humans had. I began my work by trying to revive dead cells using
nano fusion but reviving the cells of the dead was frustrating.
This method was a failure; I needed a new way to harness energy
into the nano particles and I had to find a way these particles
could communicate with living human cells without being rejected. I
had to experiment with living tissue sample, I don’t know when it
was but eventually, I felt my humanity slip away. Eight hundred and
seventy failed tests, humans had just become test samples to me. I
myself became the first trans human. I think a part of me hoped the
new treatment would fail. When trans human treatments were
approved, I thought that the work would come to an end, in time I
started to realise that trans humanism had changed people, they
were rational but they were cruel. They felt like machines. I knew
my work wasn’t finished; I had billions of test subjects so I went
back to work. I thought that maybe I had to put inhibitors in the
nano particles and so I created a new version of the treatment and
selected a young trans human child to be the test subject. It was
successful, she retained her humanity. She had warmth in her eyes
that the other trans humans didn’t have and even developed a deep
affection for one of my other test subjects, a unique specimen in
its own right. I found myself wondering how far a human would go
for the one they love. I then steeled my resolve for the sake of my
test subjects, for the sake of my children. Maybe what I seek is
something only you can give me, I once believed in human evolution
but when the humans evolved they lost something crucial now I
realise that the human race is the problem so wake up Leona, I’m
waiting for you”

When Leona
opened her eyes, she knew what the oracle system had shown her was
real but she was soon lost in confusion, how could the professor be
alive in the future? He was already dead; wasn’t he?







CHAPTER 2

ON EDGE

In the events following the clash of the ten pillars,
memories returned. Nine of the pillars successfully regained their
memories. The exception was Zen, the others’ memories of him had
not returned as well, only Syd was able to recall his name and
face; the other pillars just felt an instinctual attachment to him,
they felt that they could count on him. When the pillars travelled
to the island, the felt safe, they were considered fugitives by the
entire world but not just anyone would be sent after them. Their
existence struck fear into the hearts of the world leaders.
Investigations on the forest were the pillars had battled did not
help to quell their fears. The level of destruction that was left
behind was horrific.

With the help
of Alice, News networks had been alerted as to just how terrifying
the ten pillars could be, of course the world only knew them as
fugitives because the term “ten pillars” was only known by a select
few people, the reason for the leak about how terrifying the said
individuals were was to discourage people and bounty hunters from
searching for them. The ten pillars needed time to steady
themselves for what would follow.

On the island,
Leona seemed out of sorts, she had regained her memory and even
though Zen hadn’t, their relationship was okay; he had strong
feelings for her even without his memories from before. Leona still
seemed bothered, Zen would occasionally notice her staring at him
intensely, he felt that maybe she needed time to herself. The day
he woke up from his coma, Leona told him that she had told the
others that they would stay on the island for eighteen months and
then go to the arctic. Zen did not know what to make of why Leona
seemed bothered, Julian and Thelma were closer to Leona than the
others; they approached Zen and told him to find out what the
problem was. Zen didn’t mind asking, he’d just thought to let her
be the one to bring it up when she was ready to talk.

Zen eventually
confronted Leona, he caught her staring at him and asked “do you
just like looking at me?” Leona laughed and then Zen continued
“they’re worried about you, I’m worried about you”, then he sat
next to her and said “what did you see Leona?” Leona sighed heavily
and then replied “so you already knew! You know a normal guy should
just ask if I’m sick or something”, Leona looked at Zen and
continued; she said “Zen, i know you don’t remember me but what we
had….” Before she could finish Zen interfered and said “Had? Leona,
don’t get stuck in the past, don’t dwell on what was, I’m here
right now. I realise I haven’t told you this before but Leona! I
love you. I have no doubt in my mind. With or without my memory, I
love you.” After he said those words, Leona kissed him and told him
that she loved him and added “thank you for saying that, I won’t
waver anymore, Zen I can see many futures but I can’t see the
choices you make, I guess it’s because your choices have already
been made…..I won’t hide this from you. What I see is a future with
nothing, nothing on this earth but I also see another one where
people survive but in that future I watch you die. Because of who
you are; you will try to save the world, just like you saved me and
the pillars. I have thought and thought and thought and I realise
that I don’t care if the whole world is destroyed I can’t live in a
world where you don’t exist so I’m going to save you, even if it
costs the world” Zen realised a few things when Leona told her
about the future she had seen and what she was going to do. Zen
didn’t really feel any particular attachment to the world like
Leona thought, he saved the pillars only because it was something
that Leona needed, Leona was the one who was searching for the ten
pillars. Zen wasn’t trying to save the pillars before, he just
wanted to fulfil his promise to find them and he was also
protecting Leona; he also realised that Leona was conflicted, maybe
it was because she felt like she wasn’t worthy of continuing
professor Adonis’ legacy. Zen deduced that the reason Leona felt
the way she did was because she had been entrusted with one thing
and yet she desired a future that was less complicated. Zen
believed that Leona felt guilty about selfishly wanting her own
happiness so what he took away from his conversation with Leona was
that although she did want to save the world, she wanted to be with
him more. Zen decided that what he could do for Leona to make her
burden a little lighter was to try and save the world. he was not
going to do it for the world’s sake but for Leona’s, he felt that
if the world got destroyed, Leona would blame herself so since
Leona had made up her mind to stop the future where Zen dies, Zen
made up his mind to stop the future where the world is destroyed.
Both journeys would lead to the arctic.

With the vision
that Leona had seen, she’d become very uncertain of the future and
wondered what would happen, she decided to prepare herself as best
as she could so she asked Rin (the third pillar) for hand to hand
combat training. After witnessing the battle with Zen and the other
pillars, Leona had determined that as a pure combatant, Rin was
probably the best; she lasted till the end of the battle and
appeared to give Zen the hardest time. Leona wanted to learn hand
to hand combat to compliment her oracle system. Rin was willing to
help, although Leona wanted to learn she still seemed confident,
Rin wanted to rip that confidence from her so before she could
teach her anything she asked Leona to first spar with her.







CHAPTER 3

NIGHTMARES AND
WARNINGS

Leona accepted to spar with Rin. When Rin begun, Leona
could see all of her movements before she made them, she avoided
every strike and even tried to land a strike but she couldn’t find
any openings. Rin took the opportunity to educate Leona, she said
“why didn’t you ask Zen to train you?, he’s better than me”, Leona
replied “he has no pattern, I wouldn’t really learn” when she said
that, Rin pause for a moment and then said “you think I have a
pattern?” and before Leona answered Rin landed an attack and
dropped her to the ground. Leona did not see the attack coming; the
oracle system did not foresee the attack at all. Leona was
confused; she got back up on her feet and was knocked back down
again. “I know you can see the future, but the future isn’t set in
stone” Rin said and then helped Leona get back on her feet. She
told Leona that she had been learning from Zen and said that Zen
didn’t have any rules or expectations, he just has superior
fighting instincts and reflexes so he reacts to any movement
however slight it might be “you can’t see the future if it hasn’t
been written” she said. Rin had learned from Zen and become an even
better fighter, she told Leona not to rely on her ability to see
the future because there could always be somebody that defies
logic, Leona accepted what she had been taught and training begun.
Rin expected Leona to be a quick learner but Leona beat her
expectations by picking up her teachings even faster than she’d
expected.

Thousands of
miles away, Zen’s former acquaintance (the messenger that brought
him jobs) was investigating chimera beast phenomena on behalf of a
special unit that operated outside the set systems. His name was
Gilbert, he and his colleagues were against the initiative of
hunting down the ten pillars; they believed that the ten pillars
were the only ones that could take on the threat of the increasing
number of chimera beast attacks. Gilbert himself believed that it
would be a bad idea to attack the ten pillars because if the ten
pillars saw the world as enemies and retaliated, it would be a one
sided war. For individuals as powerful as the ten pillars it was
even illogical to agitate them, “what were the leaders of the world
thinking” he thought. Gilbert’s unit was given freedom to act as
they saw fit. The investigations revealed something that concerned
Gilbert; there had been a creature that was a product of crypto
zoological research, this creature was the one that attracted the
ten pillars to where they clashed. It seemed like it had been
planted there and that what had happened was planned. Someone
wanted the ten pillars at that forest. The creature was given the
name “Siren”. It was a humanoid
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